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Note by the secretariat 

1. One of the functions of the secretariat for the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals 
Management (SAICM) as set out in paragraph 28 of the SAICM Overarching Policy Strategy includes 
the provision of information clearinghouse services. The clearinghouse service is envisaged to be a 
collection of descriptive information on the Internet. It is to facilitate the provision of advice to 
countries on the implementation of the Strategic Approach, refer requests for information to relevant 
sources and facilitate access to information to relevant sources.  

2. The clearinghouse is available at the following web address: www.saicm.org/ich/. In addition, 
Annex I to the present note includes screenshots from the current information clearing house 
developed by the secretariat, which includes the homepage, the format of information presented in the 
clearinghouse website and the information submission form. 

3. The descriptive information contained in the clearinghouse service is collected in a standard 
format and in a consistent presentation to enable different individuals, organizations, or 
geographically-defined communities to collaborate together and promote their available digital 
information. The clearinghouse is also designed to minimize duplication of efforts in the collection of 
digital information related to the implementation of the Strategic Approach, and to assist in the 
coordination of data collection and research activities by standardizing the format and quality of the 
information presented. 

4. Since its inception, the clearinghouse service has incorporated the information contained in the 
Information Exchange Network on Capacity-building for the Sound Management of Chemicals 
(INFOCAP). This was done in accordance with a recommendation from the Committee of the Whole, 
convened during the first session of the Conference in Dubai. 

5. A further dimension to the clearinghouse is the provision for individual SAICM stakeholders 
to present information on their implementation activities, either through links to existing websites or, 
where none exist, by making the information available through the Strategic Approach clearinghouse. 
The success of the clearinghouse will be dependent upon the participation and involvement of 
stakeholders, and the information that is shared between them.  

6. The clearinghouse is also envisaged to make provision for regional and other groups of 
stakeholders to interact electronically to exchange information. A dedicated space is provided for 
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regional and other groups of stakeholders to share materials specific to the regions, which may be 
provided in languages other than English1. A Document Management System (DMS) will be set up to 
help manage the exchange of information from and between the users in the regional and other groups 
of stakeholders.  
7. The clearinghouse utilizes a Content Management System (CMS) to manage and maintain the 
daily operations of the services. This decision was made to ensure that the clearinghouse service 
would be easily maintainable and extendable in the future if so required. The clearinghouse uses 
readily available web technologies for the publication and discovery of resources, to enable access 
from a broad range of participants with access to the Internet. 

8. The clearinghouse services were not active during most of 2011, owing to technical problems 
and lack of resources that also affected the performance of the SAICM website. In June 2012, the 
secretariat engaged the services of an information technology consultant and a public information 
specialist to support the operation of the information clearinghouse and the SAICM website. 
Consequently, the clearinghouse services have been reactivated as of August 2012, and the technical 
problems affecting the SAICM website have also been resolved. 

9. As a preventive measure to avoid the technical problems encountered with the clearinghouse 
previously, an information validation system and user authentication will be set up. The information 
validation system will ensure that the correct information is given to the relevant areas, and the user 
authentication system will certify that the information is given from accurate and reliable sources. 
These improvements will give the information contained in the clearinghouse a degree of protection 
from unauthorized access and malicious software, as well as add consistency to the way the 
information is presented across the platform.   

10. The Conference may wish to note the progress in the development of the secretariat’s 
information clearinghouse and encourage all SAICM stakeholders to use the clearinghouse service and 
to participate in its activities by sharing relevant information in the information clearing house.  

 

 
 
 

 

 
1 English is the official language of the SAICM information clearinghouse. 
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Annex I 

Information Clearinghouse Homepage 
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Information Clearinghouse Article Layout 
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Information Clearinghouse Submission Form 

 
 


