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Note by the secretariat

1. One of the functions of the secretariat for the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals
Management (SAICM) as set out in paragraph 28 of the SAICM Overarching Policy Strategy includes
the provision of information clearinghouse services. The clearinghouse service is envisaged to be a
collection of descriptive information on the Internet. It is to facilitate the provision of advice to
countries on the implementation of the Strategic Approach, refer requests for information to relevant
sources and facilitate access to information to relevant sources.

2. The clearinghouse is available at the following web address: www.saicm.org/ich/. In addition,
Annex I to the present note includes screenshots from the current information clearing house
developed by the secretariat, which includes the homepage, the format of information presented in the
clearinghouse website and the information submission form.

3. The descriptive information contained in the clearinghouse service is collected in a standard
format and in a consistent presentation to enable different individuals, organizations, or
geographically-defined communities to collaborate together and promote their available digital
information. The clearinghouse is also designed to minimize duplication of efforts in the collection of
digital information related to the implementation of the Strategic Approach, and to assist in the
coordination of data collection and research activities by standardizing the format and quality of the
information presented.

4. Since its inception, the clearinghouse service has incorporated the information contained in the
Information Exchange Network on Capacity-building for the Sound Management of Chemicals
(INFOCAP). This was done in accordance with a recommendation from the Committee of the Whole,
convened during the first session of the Conference in Dubai.

5. A further dimension to the clearinghouse is the provision for individual SAICM stakeholders
to present information on their implementation activities, either through links to existing websites or,
where none exist, by making the information available through the Strategic Approach clearinghouse.
The success of the clearinghouse will be dependent upon the participation and involvement of
stakeholders, and the information that is shared between them.

6. The clearinghouse is also envisaged to make provision for regional and other groups of
stakeholders to interact electronically to exchange information. A dedicated space is provided for
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regional and other groups of stakeholders to share materials specific to the regions, which may be

provided in languages other than Englishl. A Document Management System (DMS) will be set up to
help manage the exchange of information from and between the users in the regional and other groups
of stakeholders.

7. The clearinghouse utilizes a Content Management System (CMS) to manage and maintain the
daily operations of the services. This decision was made to ensure that the clearinghouse service
would be easily maintainable and extendable in the future if so required. The clearinghouse uses
readily available web technologies for the publication and discovery of resources, to enable access
from a broad range of participants with access to the Internet.

8. The clearinghouse services were not active during most of 2011, owing to technical problems
and lack of resources that also affected the performance of the SAICM website. In June 2012, the
secretariat engaged the services of an information technology consultant and a public information
specialist to support the operation of the information clearinghouse and the SAICM website.
Consequently, the clearinghouse services have been reactivated as of August 2012, and the technical
problems affecting the SAICM website have also been resolved.

9. As a preventive measure to avoid the technical problems encountered with the clearinghouse
previously, an information validation system and user authentication will be set up. The information
validation system will ensure that the correct information is given to the relevant areas, and the user
authentication system will certify that the information is given from accurate and reliable sources.
These improvements will give the information contained in the clearinghouse a degree of protection
from unauthorized access and malicious software, as well as add consistency to the way the
information is presented across the platform.

10. The Conference may wish to note the progress in the development of the secretariat’s
information clearinghouse and encourage all SAICM stakeholders to use the clearinghouse service and
to participate in its activities by sharing relevant information in the information clearing house.

! English is the official language of the SAICM information clearinghouse.
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Annex |

Information Clearinghouse Homepage
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Search...
SAICM - Information Clearing
House
Knowledge & Information
Risk Reduction
Governance
Capacity Building
llegal International Traffic
Stakeholders
Events
SiteMap
Back to the SAICM website

Register to Submit an Article

Focal Points

National Focal Points
Regional Focal Pointz
IG0= Contacts

NGOs Contacts

Login

Loagin Reqister

Contact

SAICM Secretariat

Chemicals Branch

Divizion of Technology, Industry and Economics
United Nationg Environment Programme
Chemin des Anémones 11-13

CH - 1218 Chatelaine

Geneva

Switzerland

Tel: +41 22 917 8532

Fax: +41 22 797 3460

Email: saicmi@unep.org

Website: www.saicm.org

The SAICM Information Clearing House is both a centralized place for news relevant
to chemicals and a repository of core resources.

The functions of the SAICM secretariat include to provide information clearing-house services, such as provigion of advice
to countries on implementation of SAICM, referral of requests for information to relevant =ources, and facilitation of access
to information and expertize in support of specific national actions. This clearing-house function is performed principally on
the basis of thiz web-based facility. The clearing house also incorporates the Information Exchange Network on Capacity
building for the Sound Management of Chemicals (INFOCAP), previousty administered by the Intergovernmental Forum on
Chemical Safety (IFCS).

Who can contribute to the SAICM ICH?

Onhy people who have been granted the right to contribute to the SAICM ICH can add information in the form of weblinks

and documents.

If you think that your contribution will be valuable, please email us: momotola@chemicals. unep.ch

Meost Read Content Latest informations

About the ICH Contact us:

Inclugion Policy Publication of an Order to apply the
Obs=olete pesticides lunchtime briefing at §3 rd World Significant New Activity provisions to five
Health Assembly zubstances in Batch 2 of the CMP

Challenge

SustainLabour

Publication of a Section 71 Notice Under the
Canadian Environmental Protection Act,
1999 With Respect to Certain
Methylenedipheny| Diisocyanate and
Diamine and Internationally Classified
Substances in the Second Phase of the
Chemicalz Management Plan

Publication of a Notice of Intent to Apply the
Significant New Activity provisions of the
Canadian Envirenmental Protection Act,
1999 to two substances in Batch 7

About SAICKM
Privacy Policy
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SiteMap

Back to the SAICM website

Regizter to Submit an Article

Focal Points
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Login Reqister
Contact

SAICM Secretariat

Chemicals Branch

Divizion of Technology, Industry and Economics
United Nation=s Environment Programme
Chemin des Anémones 11-13

CH - 1218 Chatelaing

Geneva

Switzerland

Tel.: +41 22 917 8532

Fax: +41 22 797 3460

Email: saicm@unep.org

Website: www.saicm.org

Scientific Research

The Chemicals Policy & Science Initiative

Category: Scientific Research

The Chemicals Policy and Science Initiative (CPSI) iz a project of the Lowell Center for Sustainable Production (Lowell

Center) at the University of Massachusetts, Lowell. CPSI achieves its objectives through research and strategic

engagement with a range of stakeholders.

Informaworld

Category: Scientific Research

Thig journal serves as an international forum for the
critical review of current knowledge on the broad range
of topics in environmental cience. The "Critical Reviews
in Environmental Science and Technology” section
provides comprehensive and timely reviews by the
leading autherities in each subject area. Some topics
covered include waste reduction, recycling, and reuse;
air, =oil, and water contaminant biogeochemizstry;

environmental toxicology and epidemiclogy.

journal of the American Chemical
Society

Category: Scientific Resesrch

This periodical is devoted to the publication of
fundamental rezearch papers in all areaz of chemistry
and publishes approximately 16,000 pages of Aricles,
Communications, Book Reviews, and Computer Software
Reviews a year. Publizhed weekly, JACS provides

research essential to the field of chemistry. Read More

Most Read Content

About the ICH
Inclusicn Policy

Obsolete pesticides lunchtime briefing at 83 rd World

Health Azsembly
About SAICK
Privacy Policy

Journal of Toxicology and Environmental
Health Sciences

Category: Scientific Research

The Journal of Toxicelogy and Environmental Health
Sciences (JTEHS) iz an open access journal that provides
rapid publication (monthly) of articles in all areas of the

subject. Read more

Chemistry Journals
Category: Scientific Research

Thiz page iz hosted by the University of Cambridge and it
holds a comprehensive and up-to-date listz of internet-
linked chemistry-related journale. Read more

Latest informations

Contact us

Publication of an Order to apply the
Significant New Activity provizicns to five
substances in Batch 2 of the CMP
Challenge

SustainLabour

Publication of a Section 71 Motice Under the
Canadian Environmental Protection Act,
1999 With Respect to Certain
Methylenediphenyl Disocyanate and
Diamine and Internationalty Classified
Substances in the Second Phase of the
Chemicalz Management Plan

Publication of a Notice of Intent to Apply the
Significant New Activity provizions of the
Canadian Envircnmental Protection Act,
19599 to two substances in Batch 7
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