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Update on the intersessional process for the Strategic Approach and sound management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020

Note by the secretariat
1. The secretariat has the honour to circulate in the annex to the present note, an overview of the initial planning for the intersessional process for considering the Strategic Approach and the sound management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020.


2. The ICCM5 Bureau, with assistance of the secretariat, is to notify  stakeholders by 31 March 2016 of the first meeting of the intersessional process. 

3. The Bureau may wish to review the document and confirm the proposed timeline for the intersessional process and to consider making a call for hosts of the first and second meetings.

ANNEX

Background
The fourth session of the International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM4) decided (in ICCM Resolution IV/4) to initiate an intersessional process, before the fifth session of the Conference in 2020, to prepare recommendations regarding the Strategic Approach and the sound management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020.  

Meetings of the intersessional process

The intersessional process should include, in principle, two meetings before the third meeting of the Open-ended Working Group and one meeting between the third meeting of the Open-ended Working Group and the fifth session of the International Conference on Chemicals Management.  It may also work by correspondence and/or by electronic means.  
The Open-ended Working Group may consider the need to call an additional meeting of the intersessional process before the fifth session of the International Conference on Chemicals Management. 
The ICCM5 Bureau, with assistance of the secretariat, is to notify the stakeholders by 31 March 2016 of the first meeting of the intersessional process specified in the resolution and, in consultation with the participants at that first meeting, to draw up the timetable for the subsequent meetings.

ICCM4 also decided that the intersessional process should be open to all stakeholders.  The Conference requested the secretariat to support, subject to availability of resources, participation of stakeholders eligible for funding as identified by the regions and sectors through the Bureau, up to eight from African States, eight from Asian-Pacific States, three from Central and Eastern European States, five from Latin American and Caribbean States and two representatives of each of the health, trade union and public interest sectors of non-governmental participants, in order to support balanced regional and sectoral participation.
Independent evaluation for 2006-2015

In supporting the intersessional process and overall decision-making, the SAICM secretariat has been requested, subject to the availability of resources, to contract an independent evaluation of the Strategic Approach for the period of 2006 to 2015 in accordance with the terms of reference set out in the Annex to ICCM4 Resolution IV/4.
The aim of the evaluation is to provide information to enable the intersessional process to develop recommendations and to enable ICCM5 to take an informed decision on future arrangements for the Strategic Approach and the sound management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020. 
The evaluation is to cover the period from the adoption of the Strategic Approach in 2006 to 2015. It may also cover any insights gained in the period from 2015 to the finalization of the evaluation.
The evaluation should take into account, among other things, the available evaluation of progress in implementing the Strategic Approach, the evaluation of the Quick Start Programme, the relevant reports and resolutions from the International Conference on Chemicals Management, the Open-ended Working Group and regional meetings, the overall orientation and guidance, and national implementation plans of the Strategic Approach. The evaluation may also collect information from stakeholders on their experiences implementing the Strategic Approach, and may use various methods of qualitative and quantitative information collection, including questionnaires and interviews, taking into account regional, gender and stakeholder balance. 

The SAICM secretariat issued a vacancy announcement, based on ICCM 4 Resolution IV/4, for the independent evaluation through the United Nations career portal (Inspira) from 14 January to 19 February 2016.  The secretariat is currently reviewing the applications received.

Proposed timeline for the intersessional process

	Tasks
	Estimated Timeline

	
	

	Bureau, with the assistance of the secretariat, notify stakeholders of the first meeting of the intersessional process.
	By 31 March 2016

	Inception report provided to the secretariat
	20 June 2016

	Call for participation in the intersessional process (Bureau to support the secretariat in selection of paid participants)
	September – October 2016

	Interim report (for the intersessional process)
	1 November 2016

	First meeting of the intersessional process
	7 - 9 February 2017

	Draft report (for the intersessional process)
	1 November 2017

	Second meeting of the intersessional process
	Proposed:  February 2018

	Report to be finalized and translated (for the submission to the SAICM OEWG3)
	30 June 2018

	Present the findings at the third meeting of the SAICM Open-ended Working Group

	29 October to 2 November 2018 (tbc)

	Third meeting of the intersessional process
	Proposed:  June 2019

	ICCM5
	23 to 27 March 2020 (tbc)


__________________
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� Meetings of the intersessional process are to be held back-to-back with other relevant meetings and processes, as far as possible.


� OEWG3 to consider the need for an additional meeting of the intersessional process before ICCM5.





