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Update on emerging policy issues
Note by the secretariat
1. The secretariat hosted a coordination teleconference with the Emerging Policy Issue (EPI) leads on 28 January 2016.  The purpose of the teleconference was to promote and coordinate actions in these important areas, consistent with the ICCM4 resolutions and the overall orientation and guidance for achieving the 2020 goal.  


2. The secretariat has the honour to circulate in the annex to the present note the summary report of the teleconference prepared by the secretariat.  

ANNEX

SAICM Emerging Policy Issues (EPI) coordination call

Thursday January 28, from 10.00 - 11.30 Geneva time

(Final - 16 February 2016)

Hosted by the SAICM Secretariat

1. Welcome from the SAICM secretariat

The purpose of the call was to discuss with the EPI leads progress since ICCM4.

Attendees:  

WHO:  Carolyn Vickers, Richard Brown

OECD:  Peter Kearns, Anne Gourmelon, Richard Sigman, Marie-Ange Baucher, Eeva Leinala

FAO: Harry VanderWulp

UNEP: Juan Caicedo, Eisaku Toda, Kevin Munn, Shunichi Honda, Desiree Narvaez

UNITAR: Oliver Wootton

SAICM Secretariat:  Brenda Koekkoek, Muhammed Omotola

2. Brief overview of ICCM4 and timeline to 2020 (SAICM Secretariat)

The secretariat thanked the EPI leads for the active participation in ICCM4.  The secretariat received positive feedback on the meeting documents and the events hosted and recognizes the contributions of the EPIs in these efforts.

The secretariat noted renewed mandate for all efforts in the EPI resolution and new issues ahead with highly hazardous pesticides (HHP) and environmentally persistent pharmaceutical pollutants (EPPP).  Efforts on EPIs were also one of the core activity areas identified in the Overall Orientation and Guidance (OOG).  This includes the need to promote increased cooperative actions and risk reduction efforts as well as share best practice information.

The secretariat indicated it needs to report into the Conference on progress in implementing the OOG and this also implies informing the ICCM5 Bureau of progress.  The secretariat indicated to the group that it would like to use the notes from these coordination calls with the EPI leads as a means to report back on EPIs to the Bureau. 

Another important development is the initiation of a process for considering SAICM and the sound management of chemicals beyond 2020.  A terms of reference for a consultancy vacancy has been issued by the secretariat for an independent evaluation of SAICM from 2006-2015 in line with the ICCM4 resolution.  One element identified for the review is taking action on new or emerging policy issues. The secretariat alerted the group that as a result there will likely be a need for all EPIs to be engaged in this process at some level.

Timelines:

There are no concrete timelines yet established for the ICCM5 and its subsidiary bodies to provide to the group.  The secretariat indicated that this is a five year timeframe to get to ICCM5, as opposed to the regular three year interval.

As an overview, ICCM5 is scheduled for 2020. OEWG3 is likely to be in late 2018. Rounds of regional meetings will take place before OEWG3 and before ICCM5 – this is different than previously.  There will also be the intersessional process for beyond 2020 that is likely to have the first meeting in early 2017.

The first meeting of the ICCM5 Bureau will take place in Jordan from 16-17 March, immediately following INC7.  Carolyn Vickers will represent the IOMC at the meeting.

The secretariat also highlighted the regional and sectoral coordination calls that are now becoming routine for SAICM collaboration and outreach.  They are being organized in direct response to the Overall Orientation and Guidance core action area of ‘enhancing stakeholder responsibility’.  Regions and sectors will set their respective agendas for these discussions, and the EPI leads will be called upon to participate in these calls in the future as relevant.

Administration:

The secretariat has developed a list of EPI contacts and made the updates requested by the group.  This will be the communication list in moving forward.

Web-site:
The secretariat has asked EPI leads to review the SAICM web-pages on respective  topics. The secretariat thanked those that had provided input (UNITAR for nano, UNEP for CiP).  The secretariat requested those with direct contact addresses and links to please let them know so that we can add to our pages, we’d welcome this.

Action: EPI leads to input to the SAICM secretariat on the SAICM EPI web-pages by 19 February (if not already done).  Secretariat asked for those areas that are co-led to please coordinate their input to the secretariat.
The secretariat also indicated that many of the EPI pages hosted on your individual sites are out of date. We would encourage these pages to be updated as soon as possible as it is critical outreach to stakeholders.

Other:

Carolyn Vickers indicated that the IOMC organizations had expressed a view that the regional meetings should focus on implementation of SAICM, rather than simply preparing positions for future meetings.   Kevin Munn indicated an interest in a focused day related to implementation of EPIs at the regional meetings.  The secretariat indicated that this could be considered in the organization process with the regions and could be a welcomed approach.

3. Roundtable status updates from EPI leads 

a.   Chemicals in Products (CiP) – UNEP led

Kevin Munn (UNEP) gave the CiP update.

He noted the main current tasks are putting in place basic operational issues: 

· finalize the terms of reference of the steering group, which is moving ahead well 

· putting in place a dedicated website which will be the information portal for what UNEP is doing under the Programme and also to connect to others actions under the Programme and related initiatives 

· determining the Branch work plan for UNEP in terms of supporting capacity building, awareness and outreach, tools and Programme Guidance updating. 

He highlighted other activities: 

· The existing China project in the textiles sector. 

· Also proposals are in various stages of development for CiP projects in textiles (regional, building on the current China work), building products (regional/global) and toys (China). 

· The connection with other EPIs, particularly a clear link to PFCs.


Kevin also indicated a package of outreach that might be interesting for outreach at regional meetings.  He has indicated that they may like to have a CiP half-day or day at each of the regional meetings.

b.
Nanotechnology - UNITAR / OECD led

Oliver Wootton provided an update on behalf of UNITAR.  

· There are three national nano projects close to finalisation (Armenia and Vietnam very soon, Jordan mid-2016).

· Nano e-learning course ran from Oct-Dec 2015. There were 7 participants, consistent with previous rounds of the course. He noted that it would be ideal to have more participation.  A 2016 round is likely to be launched in September, and we will invite as many stakeholders as possible, at the time, to help disseminate the advertisement.

· Regional workshops have now finished with final reporting mostly completed. All information is available on:

http://www.unitar.org/cwm/portfolio-projects/nanotechnology 

· UNITAR will also be publishing a ‘main outcomes’ booklet to disseminate info. 

· As a result of the ASP regional meeting, NANOTEC Thailand and Universitas Indonesia are collaborating on a research project and sharing expertise.

· Funding has been received from Govt. of Switzerland for two (maybe 3) regional workshops on nanosafety for 2017 or 2018. We will consider back-to-back opportunities.

· UNITAR is looking into how to operationalise the regional networks that were agreed to in the regional workshops. This may take the form of a UNITAR system or could use the SAICM clearing house, or any other system. 

UNITAR and OECD have discussed an outreach tool for nano. UNITAR has agreed to lead the development of a nano-specific clearing house, focusing on forums for discussion, a contacts’ database, and a central repository for documents and updates. It is hoped that this will be available mid-2016.

Peter Kearns provided additional information on behalf of OECD. He   mentioned that their member countries are currently reviewing the Recommendation of the OECD Council on the Safety Testing and Assessment of Manufactured Nanomaterials, which was adopted in 2013.  This instrument is open for adherence to all countries whether or not they are members of OECD; it also has a number of practical testing and assessment tools associated with it which are of interest to all.

Action: It was suggested that information on the OECD Council Recommendation be inserted into the next SAICM broadcast as a means of sharing information.  Peter to follow-up with the SAICM secretariat.

Action: UNITAR and OECD to coordinate on how best to proceed on improving outreach on nanotechnology in the SAICM context.

c.
Lead in Paint - UNEP / WHO led

Eisaku Toda (UNEP) provided the update.

· East Africa Sub-regional Workshop on the Establishment of Legal Limits on Lead in Paint  took place from 2-3 December 2015 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  Part of the focus was to operationalize the Toolkit for Establishing Laws to Control the Use of Lead in Paint. This includes its field testing and updated with many additional useful information for GOVs, Industry and other key stakeholders. At the meeting, fourteen African country participants agreed to set legal limits on lead all paints.

· GEF project implemented by UNEP and executed by IPEN in Africa. UNIDO started to implement a GEF in Andean countries.

· UNEP project on Promoting elimination of the use of lead paints in China and Africa has started and will continue activities, including conducting studies on lead in paint and promotion of exchange of information and awareness raising will continue in 2016

· UNEP,  in collaboration with the World Resources Institute and other partners, is producing a 2016 Global Progress Report on Phasing Out Lead Paint: A Comparative Legal Analysis of Lead Paint Controls in 128 countries. It will be launched during UNEA2.

· The Lead Paint Alliance should have its 4th meeting during 2016. This depends on availability of resources that should be made available for UNEP to organise the meeting.

· The Lead Paint Alliance’s initiative of the International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week of Action took place from 25-31 October 2015 . Events took place in 87 cities in 39 countries ranging from art competitions, statements of support and public demonstrations, policy debates, workshops and scientific conferences, etc.  The WHO added that they will be publishing additional information about the event as a means of generating interest in the work.

d.
Life cycle of e-products - UNIDO led

UNIDO was not present on the call.

UNEP provided an update on their activities:

· UNEP IETC will conduct a regional study on E-waste in the ASEAN countries in cooperation with the Basel Convention Regional Centre for South-east Asia.  

· UNEP IETC will develop compendium on technologies of E-waste management.

· Under the Global Partnership on Waste Management (GPWM) coordinated by UNEP IETC, ITU would become a new lead on E-waste management focal area.

Muhammed Omotola of the SAICM secretariat attended BRS Regional workshop on enhancing capacities for the environmentally sound management of waste electrical and electronic equipment (e-waste) through the regional delivery in Africa in Lagos, Nigeria from 20 October to 23 October 2015. He provided a brief overview of the meeting.

Details can be found at:   www.basel.int/Implementation/TechnicalAssistance/Partnerships/PACE/WorkshopNigeriaOct2015/tabid/4619/mctl/ViewDetails/EventModID/8495/EventID/557/xmid/14030/Default.aspx

The secretariat noted the requirement in ICCM resolution paragraph 2 to undertake a process to develop and finalize the workplan for 2016-2020. 

Action: Secretariat requested a meeting with UNIDO and other key players to advance the process for the 2016-2020 workplan.

e.
PFCs - OECD / UNEP led

Marie-Ange Baucher (OECD) provided an update.

The work plan of the PFC Group for the next period 2016-2020 was very well received by ICCM participants, who emphasized the importance for the Global PFC Group to address short chain alternatives as part of its future projects. 

3 webinars will be organised in 2016, which will cover the following topics: Current applications of alternatives in different sectors (applicability, process for moving toward alternatives); Risk; and Feedback from activities within the Stockholm Convention. 

The OECD and UNEP are now discussing future capacity building activities. A clear link to work under the Chemical in Products efforts were noted.  Additional collaboration will be sought in moving forward.

A new web portal is under development by OECD which should be linked to the SAICM page in the coming months.
f.
EDCs (UNEP / WHO / OECD)

Anne Gourmelan from OECD noted the OECD guidance materials for assessment of EDCs and the development of new communication materials. She also highlighted a survey of country needs with respect to EDCs.  The OECD is thinking of opening it and refining it.

Carolyn Vickers from WHO mentioned that their expert meeting on early avoidable environmental exposures (including EDCs) was now scheduled for  mid-June.

Desiree Narvaez from UNEP noted the development of awareness raising materials on EDCs for policymakers and the general public highlighting how to reduce environmental exposure to potential and known EDCs in different settings.  The materials are currently being finalized by small Working Group, and Denmark will sponsor the launch at UNEA 2 (23-27 May) linked to UNEA 2 theme.  Desiree also noted that UNEP will soon have a website- technical content editor to be on board soon to support outreach efforts.  This person will collect and analyze up-to-date global data and information on EDCs and systematically present the information based on the categories identified in the EDC website. 
g. 
Highly hazardous pesticides (HHP) - FAO / UNEP / WHO led

Harry Vanderwulp (FAO) provided the update.

Harry noted that the strategy on HHPs was adopted at ICCM4.  The SAICM secretariat has posted the strategy on the SAICM page.

FAO and the SAICM secretariat have had an initial discussion on setting up a web portal on HHPs.  It would be phased in over time.  It is hoped that a database of activities will be developed as a first step.

Action: Secretariat to send FAO a proposed template for an activity database on HHPs.

Through the IOMC, the FAO, UNEP, WHO, OECD and BRS Secretariat are to form a working group.

Harry also indicated that FAO is currently finishing the guidelines on HHPs and that they are on schedule to release them in May 2016.  There will also be a pesticide registration toolkit available.  A roll-out plan will be developed for the release.
h.Environmentally Persistent Pharmaceutical Pollutants – FAO / UNEP / WHO led

Carolyn Vickers (WHO) provided the update.  

She noted that FAO, UNEP and WHO have agreed to be leads for IOMC work on this EPI. UNIDO may be able to contribute at some point.

They will develop a thought-starter on awareness-raising to be prepared for consideration at the next IOMC meeting. 

Brenda Koekkoek noted that the International Pharmaceutical Federation made an intervention at the Executive Board meeting of the WHO on 27 January requested that pharmaceuticals be included in the chemicals programming of WHO.  She highlighted that they may be an interesting partner for future collaboration.

4. Reflections on common EPI priorities to 2020 (Discussion)

Carolyn Vickers provided additional information related to the Executive Board meeting of the WHO and the discussion on the role of the health sector in SAICM.  She noted the new interests on waste and the likelihood that WHO will be requested to develop a report on the impacts of waste on health, the current work of the WHO in this area, and possible further actions that the health sector could take to protect health from unsound waste management.

She also noted that there is interest for WHO to develop a road map for the health sector at the national, regional and international level towards achieving the 2020 goal, taking into account the overall orientation and guidance of SAICM and building on WHO’s existing programming.

5. Other issues

No other issues were raised.

__________________
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