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REPORT OF THE SEVENTH MEETING OF THE ICCM5 BUREAU   
 

9-10 July 2019 
St. Petersburg, Russia  

  
Attendance  
Bureau members: Mr. Szymon Domagalski (Poland, ICCM5 Bureau Member Central and Eastern Europe), 
and Ms. Gertrud Sahler (Germany, ICCM5 Bureau Member Western Europe and Others Group) and Ms. 
Valentina Sierra (Uruguay, ICCM5 Bureau Member Latin America and the Caribbean).  
 
Regional Focal Points: Mr. Heidar Ali Balouji (Iran representing Asia-Pacific), Mr. Vladimir Lenev (Russian 
Federation, representing Central and Eastern Europe), Ms. Suzanne Leppinen (Canada representing 
Western Europe and Others Group), Mr. Kouame Georges Kouadio (Cote d’Ivoire, representing Africa) and 
Ms. Florencia Grimalt (Argentina representing Latin America and the Caribbean).  
 
Representatives of non-governmental participants and the IOMC: Ms. Susan Wilburn (Health NGOs), Mr. 
Joe Di Gangi (Public Interest Organizations), Mr. Rory O’Neill (Labour NGOs) Ms. Servet Goren (Industry) 
and Ms. Jorge Ocana (representing the chair of the IOMC).  
 
SAICM Secretariat: Mr. Jacob Duer and Ms. Brenda Koekkoek.  
 
Observers: Mr. David Morin (Co-chair of the intersessional process), Ms. Judith Torres (Co-chair of the 
intersessional process) and Ms. Jutta Emig (Germany).  
 
Regrets: Mr. David Kapindula (Zambia, ICCM5 Bureau Member Africa) and Mr. Rakesh Kumar Singh (India, 
ICCM5 Bureau Member Asia and the Pacific). 

 
 
1) Opening of the meeting  
 
Oleg Martsynkovskiy, Director General of the Scientific Research Institute for Atmospheric Air Protection 
and Arkady Vladimirtsev, Director of the Russian Register Certification Association, opened the seventh 
meeting of the ICCM5 Bureau on behalf of the host government, the Russian Federation. 
 
The ICCM5 President, Ms. Gertrud Sahler, thanked the Government of the Russian Federation for hosting 
the meeting and welcomed participants to the meeting. She noted that this was an important meeting in 
preparing for the third meeting of the intersessional process considering SAICM and the sound 
management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020. 
 
Mr. Jacob Duer also provided opening remarks thanking the Government of the Russian Federation for 
hosting this meeting. 
 
2)  Adoption of the agenda 
 
The agenda for the meeting was adopted as set out in meeting document SAICM/ICCM5/Bureau.7/1. 
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3) Discussion on OEWG3 and its related outcomes  

The President opened the agenda item by thanking the intersessional process co-chairs and the co-chairs of 
the contact group. 

She noted satisfaction with OEWG3, but that she had hoped the meeting would be more productive, i.e., 
she wanted to finalize the text for the vision and objectives, but this was not possible.  She noted that the 
advanced meeting report was available and the final meeting report in all UN languages should be available 
in August. 

The representative of the Secretariat then gave a brief presentation of the results of OEWG3.  She noted 
that approximately 350 participants attended the meeting. 

Many of the participants thanked the co-chairs for preparing their paper as a key input to OEGW3.  Several 
representatives highlighted that participants taking ownership of the draft text may be considered 
significant progress.  Many participants noted the need for simple and concrete messages in moving 
forward.  Some indicated that the meeting was too short. 

The NGO labour representative noted that the labour sector was not well represented.  He indicated that 
he will work for greater engagement of this sector at future meetings. 

The President closed the agenda item by thanking the Government of Uruguay for hosting OEWG3 and the 
leadership they demonstrated.  She highlighted that the regions and sectors should come to IP3 well 
prepared. 

 

4) Preparations for the next meetings of the intersessional process considering SAICM and the sound 
management of chemicals and waste 

(a) Third meeting of the intersessional process (IP3) 

i. Update from the co-chairs and Secretariat on preparation of requested documents 

The co-chairs gave an overview of the documentation they prepared for the meeting.  Documentation from 
the co-chairs of the intersessional process include: 

7/4.1  Other mechanisms to support implementation; 

7/4.2  Additional measures to achieve multisectoral engagement; 

7/4.3 Addressing issues of concern; and, 

7/4.4 ‘Principles and Approaches’ set out in document SAICM/OEWG3.3/4. 

In the follow-up discussion, Bureau members noted there was general appreciation for these documents.  
Specific feedback from stakeholders is set out below.  The co-chairs indicated they would incorporate any 
comments received in what would be further developed for IP3.  The co-chairs also agreed to welcome 
further comments from the Bureau by 25 July 2019. 

 

 
Other mechanisms to support implementation (7/4.1): 

The co-chairs introduced the document. 

The discussions under this agenda item focused on progress reporting.  In opening the topic, the President 
highlighted the challenges associated with data collection.  She noted that some of the ideas presented by 
the Secretariat, such as voluntary national reviews, are interesting and stressed the need for incentives to 
participate.  In the ensuing discussion, another representative supported the use of a periodic review 
system, providing a connection between plans and respective commitments. 
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Several highlighted the need to keep reporting processes clear and simple. Others referenced the 11 basic 
elements identified the Overall Orientation and Guidance as a key starting point. 

One participant noted the need for more health-based indicators, including cancer cases. Some noted the 
difficulties in doing so, but another participant highlighted the opportunity to create links with specific 
issues, such as highly hazardous pesticides.  The Global Burden of Disease Report was also highlighted as a 
helpful contribution to understanding the status. 

The industry representative noted the existence of a self-assessment tool for companies that was recently 
adopted.  She indicated that she will follow-up with more information. 

Some discussion followed on the linkages between progress reporting, national plans and baseline 
information.  National plans would allow the opportunity for countries to reflect on their individual 
priorities and milestones.  One participant noted the need for multi-sectoral and ambitious national plans. 

One representative noted that the ILO has a review process and a requirement for Parties to report.  He 
noted that perhaps the ILO could follow-up with more details. 

 

Additional measures to achieve multisectoral engagement (7/4.2):  

Limited discussion took place on this paper.  The topic was however taken up under agenda item 7. 

 

Issues of Concern (7/4.3): 

One representative noted that it would be helpful to consider the urgency of an issue in any review 
process, another noted the extent to which the issue is addressed by other bodies. 

A number of representatives noted the need to reference financing within the paper, taking in the needs of 
developing countries and countries with economies in transition.  Others highlighted that issues of concern 
are a clear space within SAICM to work in a collaborative multi-sectoral nature and this should continue 
and could be broadened.  One stakeholder suggested that this process should help all actors be more 
effective in delivery of work. 

One representative highlighted the need to review the procedure and ease and ability to modify any 
procedure.  

For existing emerging policy issues, there was some discussion on who would continue to take up such 
issues. Some suggested the IOMC should consider this, while another indicated that the Secretariat could 
take on coordination.  One representative noted that the link of issues of concern with the strategic 
objectives is not entirely clear. One Bureau representative noted that there was no agreement on the input 
from his region yet. 

There was a request to link the current table in the document to the SDGs. 

 

Principles and approaches (7/4.4): 

One representative noted that the Swiss Government developed a paper on this topic during the original 
SAICM negotiations.  He indicated he would share it with the group (SAICM/PREPCOM.3/INF/4). 

There was considerable discussion on how and whether human rights would be taken up in the text.  There 
was also some discussion as to whether the GHS could be included under this section. 

In closing the agenda item, the President noted she would like to avoid deep and intense discussions on 
principles and approaches at this time.  She indicated that the existing SAICM Overarching Policy Strategy 
and current proposal to add global principles and approaches and agreements that were adopted after the 
adoption of SAICM in 2006 would be a good way to move forward. 
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4 (a) ii. Engagement of regions and sectors, i.e., webinars, livestream IP3 

The Secretariat noted that a briefing webinar with the IP co-chairs would be held on 16 September 2019 at 
three times to accommodate different time zones. Many participants indicated appreciation for the 
briefing and staggered times.  

Furthermore, that regional focal points might wish to consider regional webinars to support regional 
discussions in preparation for IP3. 

The Secretariat also indicated that there would be a Geneva based joint health, labour and environment 
briefing with WHO, UNEP and ILO with dates to be determined.   

In order to engage additional participants unable to physically participate at IP3, the Secretariat made 
arrangements to livestream the plenary sessions. 

 

4 (a) iii. Proposed agenda, organization of meeting and documentation 

The co-chairs provided hard copies of the proposed IP3 agenda and meeting flow to the Bureau.  

They noted that the IOMC made a request or proposal to hold sector meetings.  The intention of such 
meetings would be to enhance stakeholder and sector engagement, creating a new space for these 
conversations to take place.  It was proposed that the IOMC lead these, with NGO sector reps and Bureau 
support. 

The Bureau agreed to the proposed agenda and meeting flow for IP3. 

 

4 (a) iv. General logistics and setup  

The President invited the Secretariat to provide an update on logistics, registration and setup. She then 
asked Bureau members to consider registration and participation of funded participants.  Regional focal 
points and sector focal points were asked to advise on funded participation by 20 July 2019. 

Each region would hold a regional meeting on Monday 30 September. 

 

4 (b) Fourth meeting of the intersessional process (IP4)  

The President reminded the bureau that at OEWG3 the Government of Romania offered to host IP4 from 
23-27 March 2020.  She asked the Bureau to save the date and to share the dates within their regions and 
constituencies. 
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4 (c) Update on the technical expert meeting to support development of chemical and waste indicators 
being hosted by the United Kingdom.  

The President reminded Bureau members that during OEWG3 the Government of UK offered to host a 
technical expert workshop on indicators prior to IP3. She then indicated that this workshop would be very 
helpful for the process to comprehensively consider indicators for Beyond 2020. 

The President noted that the independent evaluation states that the current SAICM indicators of progress 
are comprehensive and thus necessary and useful, yet they are not the most effective means of assessing 
progress towards the sound management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020. 

Bureau members expressed appreciation to the Government of the UK for hosting the workshop. 

In the follow-up discussion, the expiration of target 12.4 in 2020 was noted as was the need to revise and 
extend this target beyond 2020. 

 

5. Discussion on enhanced governance for the sound management of chemicals & waste beyond 2020  

The President provided an update on the work of Germany on enhanced governance for the sound 
management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020.  The intention of these efforts is to seek more 
coherence across sectors working on chemicals and waste.  Germany provided an information document to 
the OEWG3 on this topic. 

The President highlighted that a workshop organized by UNITAR on this topic would take place from 9-10 
September in Geneva.  In addition, Germany requested a technical briefing to be held on this topic at IP3. 

In the discussions, the potential role of both the High-Level Political Forum and the High Ambition Alliance 
were raised.  In addition, others noted the opportunity to address some of the gaps identified in the 
independent evaluation. 

 

6. Preparations for the fifth session of the International Conference (ICCM5) 

(a) Overview of planning from the Government of Germany; and  

The President provided an update on planning from the Government of Germany, including showing a 
short video of the Conference Centre in Bonn where ICCM5 will take place. 

She emphasized the need for high level participation at ICCM5 and asked the Bureau to ensure their 
regions and constituencies were well represented during the High-Level Segment. 

(b) Timing and hosting of regional meetings in preparation for ICCM5  

The President noted the importance of Regional Meetings for delivery of the SAICM mandate. 

The Secretariat presented a slide on the proposed timeline towards ICCM5, reminding regional focal points 
of the need for regional meetings in August-September 2020.  The representative of Latin America and the 
Caribbean noted that the week of 14-18 September would be ideal for their regional meeting.  Other 
regions noted that they would consult with their regions and come back with a proposal for location and 
dates. 

 

7. Reflections of the regions and sectors on collaboration and multi-sectoral / multi-stakeholder 
engagement, including the results of the Independent Evaluation of the Strategic Approach for the 
period 2006–2015  

The President opened the agenda item reminding Bureau members that the aim of the session was to 
stimulate ideas and thinking of all Bureau members as the timeline to ICCM5 draws closer.  She indicated 
that a number of Bureau members have been asked to prepare short presentations on specific topics to 
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help reflect on the current approach within SAICM, identify any gaps or needs in moving forward and 
propose concrete suggestions for Beyond 2020. She noted that not all Bureau members have been asked to 
present in order to manage the time for discussions. She added that it would be appreciated if those not 
presenting proactively engage in the discussions on the different topics. 

The President invited respective Bureau members to present on their topic and prompt a discussion 
following each presentation.  The presentations are attached in the Annex to this report. 

  

7(a) Raising the profile of chemicals and waste to a higher political level 

Valentina Sierra and Susan Wilburn jointly presented this topic. 

In the discussion, the importance of the health profile was raised by many.  Some participants noted that 
there is not enough investment in communications in the chemicals and waste area, citing climate change 
as an example of where communication messaging has paid off.  Some noted that the communications 
have improved for the Global Chemicals Outlook II. 

A number of participants noted an urgent need to engage the agricultural community. 

One participant noted that the economic angle must be highlighted, such as that basic chemicals 
management spurs economic development. 

Efforts on plastics and air pollution were also highlighted as useful examples for raising awareness of 
issues. 

One participant noted that a Ted Talk could help access a general audience. 
 
7(b) National and regional approaches 
 
David Kapindula, Heidar Balouji and Suzanne Leppinen presented on this topic. 

Overall, the challenges with intra and inter regional cooperation were highlighted.  Participants considered 
how to better use regional forums to raise the profile of chemicals and waste.   

The important role of the regional focal point was stressed. 

The need for resources was also stressed. 

7 (c) Sectoral and industry engagement 
Servet Gören, Rory O’Neill and Jorge Ocana presented on this topic. 
 
Some participants highlighted the need for industry involvement in the integrated approach to financing 
for chemicals and waste. The link to the Special Programme was also raised, including how to involve 
business better. 
 
There was a call for more intensive cooperation within the Bureau, including stronger exchanges in the 
future.  Better communication about the importance for chemicals and waste management for sustainable 
development as a whole was highlighted. 
 
Some participants stressed that GHS should be more actively promoted by all in moving forward.  There 
was some discussion on Green Chemistry and engagement with John Warner.  It was noted that this could 
be an interesting space to work on perfluorinated substances. 
 
The Secretariat invited the Bureau members to share three bullet points on why SAICM is important for 
their constituents.  This would help the Secretariat in communication efforts. 
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7 (d) Science and academia 
 
Vladimir Lenev and Joe DeGangi presented on this topic. Overall, the fragmentation across 
science/academic disciplines was highlighted. 
 
There was some discussion on the possibility of having more traction if there was stronger cooperation 
between the science bodies of various conventions and instruments. 
 
Many raised the successes of the IPCC report in getting political and public attention, highlighting the need 
to achieve this attention for chemicals and waste as well.  One representative noted the IPBES as another 
useful example. 
 
There was some discussion of the role of the Global Chemicals Outlook in science policy interface.  Some 
noted as a space where scientists could legitimately engage in a rigorous process led by a UN agency. 
 
In closing this agenda item, the President thanked speakers for their presentations and everyone for the 
active engagement. 

 
8. Update on SAICM progress reporting and indicators of progress 
8 (a) Proposal for developing a progress report for the 2017-2019 period 

The President noted that a progress report for 2014-2016 was developed for OEWG3 and that the OEWG3 
requested for the Secretariat to prepare a simple report on progress for the 2017-2019 period.  She then 
invited the Secretariat to present document SAICM/Bureau.7/9 where the Secretariat’s proposal for the 
2017-2019 progress was set out.  The Bureau indicated support for the Secretariat proposal. 
 
8 (b) Discussion and bureau feedback on SAICM country profiles under development 
The Secretariat presented the SAICM country profiles under development. In summary, a pilot profile was 
developed for each of the Bureau countries as well as Peru. 
 
The Bureau appreciated the country profiles and encouraged their further development in general.  Some 
suggestions were made to provide more information, including using information from PRTRs and 
information from the BRS, such as the PIC circulars. 
 
 

9. Update from Bureau members, regional focal points, non-governmental sectoral participants, IOMC 
and the Secretariat on activities since the last Bureau meeting 
There was a brief roundtable of updates from all participants.  No follow-up items came out of the 
roundtable. 
 
 

10. Other matters 

10 (a) Conceptual discussion on linkages to other sectors, e.g., biodiversity, climate and SDGs 

The President reminded Bureau members that at OEWG3, UNEP was invited to develop a document an 
assessment on linkages with other clusters related to chemicals and waste management and options to 
coordinate and cooperate on areas of common interest. She invited the Secretariat to provide an update 
on UNEP’s progress on the requested document and discuss linkages to other sectors. 
 
The representative of the Secretariat noted that a draft document will be provided to the third meeting of 
the intersessional process and finalized for the fourth meeting.  The paper reviews linkages to:  chemicals 
and waste; health; world of work; climate change; biodiversity; agriculture and food; sustainable 
consumption; human rights; as well as cross cutting issues. 
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Furthermore, the SAICM Secretariat participated in a biodiversity cluster workshop in June in Bern that 
reflected on biodiversity targets and indicators for beyond 2020.  This group saw value in joint activities on 
pollution in moving forward as well as a common target and common communications in areas of 
relevance, noting a lack of connectivity in the past.  
 

 
10 (b) Overview presentation on the “UN Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework”  

The President indicated that mainstreaming was one of the three pillars of the integrated approach to 
financing and that the UN Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework provides a unique 
opportunity. She then invited the Secretariat to present latest developments on the framework. 

The representative of the Secretariat noted document ‘SAICM/ICCM.5/Bureau.7/12 - UN Sustainable 
Development Cooperation Framework - Internal Guidance Report’ was made available to the Bureau.  In 
doing so, she highlighted that the new Cooperation Framework is the most important planning and 
implementation instrument for UN development activities at a country level, representing the UN 
development system’s collective offer to support countries in addressing key SDG priorities and gaps.  She 
also noted the link to the 2030 Agenda, pointing out it is an instrument for partnership and accountability 
framework with national government.  In closing, she stressed the importance of the Cooperation 
Framework in the context of mainstreaming chemicals and waste at the national level. 

 

10 (c) Outcomes of the BRS COPs  

Ms. Marylene Beau, Programme Officer BRS Secretariat, presented the outcomes of the BRS COPs. The 
President noted the importance of the COPs. 

In the follow-up discussion, one representative expressed concerned for the bottleneck when substances 
are blocked from listing under the Rotterdam Convention.  The representative of the BRS Secretariat noted, 
in response, the need for information sharing.  Another representative highlighted that the related 
decisions on plastics are an extremely great achievement that will have a positive impact on plastics waste 
globally. 

The President provided reflections on the German side event held at the BRS COPs, indicating it was an 
important opportunity to connect between SAICM and BRS and highlighting the importance of the 
collaboration. 

 

10 (d) Proposal for a Code of Conduct for future SAICM meetings 

The representative of the Secretariat indicated that there was an unfortunate incident at OEWG3 which 
brought up the need to create a ‘Code of Conduct’ for meeting participants.  He noted that this has also 
become standard practice throughout the UN, and many agencies have adopted such measures. The 
Secretariat has drafted text based on UN standards and will be approved by UN Environment legal team.  It 
will be added to future meeting registration pages.  The Secretariat also intends to make a possible 
statement before each meeting begins along the lines of: ‘We embrace honesty, fairness, integrity, 
accountability and mutual respect for one another. This a harassment free meeting where inappropriate 
behaviour will not be tolerated.’ 

The President welcomed this initiative, noting the importance of harassment free meetings. 
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11) Next meeting of the Bureau 

The LAC Regional Focal Point from Argentina tentatively offered to host the next meeting of the Bureau in 
Buenos Aires.  Following discussion, it was agreed that the meeting would be held in January 2020 and that 
Argentina would work with the Secretariat to confirm an appropriate date (subject to confirmation). The 
President closed the agenda item noting the value of face to face meetings. 

 

12) Any other matters  

Heidar Ali-Balouji announced he will be posted in New York soon and that he will be leaving his role as Asia-
Pacific Regional Focal Point.  He noted that he really believes in the process and that he regrets leaving 
during this exciting time.  He noted that Iran will provide a replacement for the Regional Focal Point. 

The representative of IPEN asked for clarity on a number of items:  the calendar dates noted for the 
pesticides JMPM, any updates on a proposed global meeting on highly hazardous pesticides and on the 
possibility of a pesticides meeting in Bangkok.  The Secretariat indicated it would follow-up and seek clarity.   

No additional other matters were raised.  
 

13)  Closure of the meeting 
 
The President closed the meeting at 6.10 pm, thanking the Bureau meeting participants for their active 
participation in the discussions and thanking the Government of the Russian Federation for its kind 
hospitality.  She noted the productive and intense discussions.  She thanked the co-chairs and the 
Secretariat for preparations and the contributions from all.  She closed the meeting by noting her desire for 
a successful IP3 in Bangkok.    
 
The representative of the Russian Federation , Mr. Alexander Romanov, thanked all for participation in the 
meeting and wished participants a safe journey home. 
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ANNEX 
 
Reflections of the regions and sectors on collaboration and multi-sectoral / multi-stakeholder 
engagement, including the results of the Independent Evaluation of the Strategic Approach for the 
period 2006–2015  

 
a) Raising the profile of chemicals and waste to a higher political level – Valentina Sierra and Susan 
Wilburn 
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(b) National and regional approaches – David Kapindula, Heidar Balouji and Suzanne Leppinen 
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c) Sectoral and industry engagement – Servet Gören, Rory O’Neill and Jorge Ocana 
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(d) Science and academia – Vladimir Lenev and Joe DeGangi 

 
 

________________ 


