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IPEN - A Global NGO Network

• IPEN Participating Organizations in 125 Countries working 
on

• Persistent Organic Pollutants

• Toxic Metals: (e.g. Lead and Mercury)

• Chemical Safety (SAICM)

• Lead Paint Elimination Campaign since 2009



Aim: Assess availability of lead paint on the 
market to

• provide justification and stakeholder support for 
new or strengthened regulations 

• engage paint manufacturers

• build awareness and provide information to 
consumers

Photo credit: BaliFokus/IPEN
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Approach:
• Solvent-based, brightly 

colored 
paints that are 
commonly used 
in homes, schools, 
playgrounds

• Not intended to analyze 
all 
paints available

• Accredited lab for 
reliable datawww.ipen.org



Data available from 58 countries
http://www.ipen.org/projects/eliminating-lead-
paint/lead-levels-paint-around-world
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www.ipen.org

http://www.ipen.org/projects/eliminating-lead-paint/lead-levels-paint-around-world


www.ipen.org

Data available in LAC region

Country
% > 90 
ppm

Highest 
Lead Level 

No. 
sampled 

paints
Study Year

Argentina 14 100,000 42 2017

Brazil 1 42 170,000 24 2009

Brazil 2 35 59,000 20 2014

Chile 4 1,100 23 2013

Colombia 72 250,000 39 2016

Ecuador 70 N/A 10 2009

Mexico 1 100 164,000 20 2009

Paraguay 27 169,000 15 2015

Peru 90 N/A 10 2009

Uruguay 0 63 30 2013
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Casa Cem- Vías Verdes A.C. 
Mexican NGO, IPEN member since 2016

Since 2007, our organization has been working on 
education, communication, management, research and  
public policy  projects related to waste and chemicals for  
the protection of the human right  to a safe 
environment.
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un estudio 

R
e

p
o

rt
: L

e
ad

 in
 S

o
lv

e
n

t-
B

as
e

d
 P

ai
n

ts
 f

o
r 

H
o

u
se

h
o

ld
 

U
se

 in
 M

ex
ic

o



Samples
M

ex
ic

o
 s

tu
d

y



118  Containers of solvent-based paints for 
domestic or industrial use  available to consumers in 

Mexico were analyzed. 
The paints represent 39 different brands produced 

by 38 manufacturers.

Total samples analyzed

Red White Yellow Orange

Totales 41 39 35 3
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45%
55%

Samples above 90 ppm of lead

Samples below 90 ppm of lead

Percentage of samples 
determined below and above 

90 ppm of lead



27%

73%

From samples determined 
above 90 ppm of lead,

Percentage above and below 
10,000 ppm

Samples above 10,000 ppm Samples below 10,000 ppm
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Higher concentrations of 
lead per color (ppm)
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Comparison of results 
between 

2009 and 2018 reports
  Latest 

study 
Previous 

study 

Number of Paint samples analyzed 118 20 

% of samples with lead concentrations 
above 90 ppm. 

45 100 

% of samples with lead concentrations 
above 600 ppm. 

44 100 

% of samples with lead concentrations 
above 10,000 ppm. 

27 100 

% of samples with lead concentrations 
below 90 ppm. 

55 0 

Maximum concentration of lead (ppm). 200,000 164,000 

Lowest concentration of lead (ppm). < 60 23,800 
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Paint brands that declare to have lead in 
their labels but tested  below 90 ppm

Sample Color (ppm)

MEX_19 White < 60

MEX_24 White < 60

MEX_27 Red < 60

MEX_29 Red 90

MEX_40 Red < 60

MEX_41 White < 60

MEX_42 Yellow < 60

MEX_54 Red < 60

MEX_55 White < 60

MEX_83 Yellow < 60

MEX_84 White < 60

MEX_101 White < 60

MEX_118 White < 60
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Sample: Mex_42
Results: <60 ppm

Contains lead compounds
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Declares to have lead 
compounds  but tested below 

90 ppm of lead



Paint brands that claim to be lead-
free products and were above 90 

and 600 ppm (per color)

Sample Color (ppm)

MEX_25 White 5,700

MEX_26 Red 6,700

MEX_28 Yellow 130,000

MEX_69 Red 2,700

MEX_87 Red 6,700

MEX_108 Red 11,000

MEX_110 Yellow 54,000
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Sample: Mex_108
Results: 11,000 ppm

Lead free paint

M
ex

ic
o

 s
tu

d
y

Declares 
not to have 

lead but 
tested over  

90 ppm



Febrary 5th, 2010

May 3rd, 2019 

M
ex

ic
o

 s
tu

d
y



Some of the paints sampled were purchased in plastic
containers and not in labeled cans, which implies that the
consumer does not have access to the precautionary
information. Some samples of white paint were bought in
original milk containers, which represents a high risk of
ingestion especially in children.

Paints commercialized in milk  
containers
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Follow up activities
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Report during the
International Lead
Poisoning Prevention
Week of Action 2018.

2. Public presentation of the Report.

3. Meeting with the National Association of Paint
and Ink Manufacturers in Mexico.

4. Review of lead in paint standards in Mexico and
submission of comments and recommendations to
the National Commission for Regulatory
Improvement (CONAMER).



The economic consequences of early exposure to lead and the effects on
neurodevelopment in children are estimated at 1.86% of GDP in the Mexican
economy.

Socioeconomic cost of lead 
exposure in Mexico 

http://www.med.nyu.edu/pediatrics/research/environmentalpediatrics/leadexposure




