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•

1.

The secretariat has the honour to circulate in the annex to the present note, an update on
emerging policy issues and other issues of concern, for the information of participants at the
current meeting of the Bureau.

2.

Information sessions to review the status of Emerging Policy Issues and other issues of concern
are planned during the upcoming SAICM regional meetings.

3.

The Bureau may wish to provide feedback to the secretariat on progress on the Emerging Policy
Issues and other issues of concern. In particular, the ICCM in Resolution III/2 called upon the
participating organizations of the Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of
Chemicals (IOMC) to develop a plan of work for the cooperative actions on endocrinedisrupting chemicals and to consult with participants of the Bureau of the Conference in its
development.
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Annex
Update on Emerging Policy Issues and Other Issues of Concern
I.

Emerging Policy Issues

A.

Lead in Paint
Mandate from ICCM3
1.
ICCM Resolution 3/2 B recognized the need for continued efforts to eliminate the use of lead
pigments and lead in paints. In the resolution, the ICCM encouraged governments, civil society organizations
and the private sector to provide continued technical and financial assistance wherever possible, including in
the following areas: filling information gaps on the presence or absence of lead paint on the consumer market
especially targeting the groups most vulnerable to exposure; building local capacities to conduct blood lead
testing and surveillance programmes, to assess residential and occupational risks, and to implement public and
professional education on the mitigation of lead poisoning; promotion of international third-party certification
of new paint products to assist consumers; prevention programmes to reduce exposure in and around housing,
childcare facilities and schools as well as facilities producing or using lead paints; promotion of national
regulatory frameworks to stop the manufacture, import, export, sale and use of lead paints and products coated
with lead paints; encouraging companies to substitute lead compounds added to paint with safer alternatives.
The ICCM expressed support for the Global Alliance’s proposal to establish an international lead poisoning
prevention day of action, with an initial focus on the elimination of lead in paints, and encourages all
Governments, industry and civil society organizations in all regions to organize related activities in
cooperation with the Global Alliance. In addition, the ICCM urged UNEP and the WHO, to report on progress
in the implementation of the business plan of the Global Alliance to Eliminate Lead Paint (GAELP) to the
ICCM at its fourth session.

Progress to date
2.
The GAELP’s efforts are focused around their established business plan. The GAELP will be
conducting an international awareness campaign on lead poisoning prevention, with a focus on lead paint. The
campaign will be conducted from the 20th to the 26 of October, 2013. Apart from raising awareness about lead
poisoning, the campaign will highlight countries’ and partners' efforts to prevent childhood lead poisoning and
urge further action to eliminate lead paint. The campaign launch web site has been established, see:
http://www.who.int/ipcs/pb_campaign/en. As part of the campaign the Alliance will develop, and share via
the campaign web site, customizable outreach materials for country specific efforts. These materials will be
available in English, French, Spanish, Russian, Chinese and possibly Arabic, for dissemination via printed
media, web banners and social media. Governments and other stakeholders have been invited to share their
planned activities for 20-26 October by registering the event directly through the internet site.
3.
In 2012, GAELP supported a global NGO network to sample and test the lead content of decorative
paints on the market in nine regionally and linguistically diverse developing countries and countries with
economies in transition where no current data on lead in paint appears to be available. UNEP is currently
reviewing drafts of the testing results and report. The reports are expected to be finalized and published before
the Awareness Week in October.

Next steps
4.
A GEF project proposal is currently being developed with the objective of eliminating or minimizing
the manufacture, import, sale and use of lead decorative paints in participating countries. The project will help
develop strategies that can be replicated in other countries and regions. Participating countries include
Cameroon, Cote d'Ivoire, Ethiopia, Tanzania. The project logframe is currently being finalized, with the final
project proposal expected to be submitted to the GEF by September 2013.
5.
A major effort now is the finalization of the draft report on the lead content of decorative paints in
developing countries and countries with economies in transition where no current data on lead in paint appears
to be available. The successful implementation of the pilot projects in the respective participating countries
will also be a significant step in the prevention of lead poisoning The Awareness week and the associated
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campaign should also create a high degree of visibility and awareness regarding the use of lead paint. Bureau
members and regional focal points are encouraged to promote the importance of the campaign and encourage
governments and other stakeholders to take part.

B.

Chemicals in Products.
Mandate from ICCM3
6.
Resolution 3/2 C recognized the need to improve the availability of and access to relevant
information on chemicals in products in the supply chain and throughout their life cycles. ICCM3 requested
UNEP to prepare a proposal for the creation of a voluntary information sharing programme aimed at
facilitating the provision of relevant information on chemicals in products among all stakeholder groups. The
proposal should: identify the major stakeholder groups while also addressing the needs of individual
stakeholders and groups; include guidance on the modalities of information exchange; include the
implementation of a pilot in one of the key sectors to demonstrate the efficacy of the programme. ICCM3
recognized the importance of chemical management experts and proposed the inclusion of chemical
management experts representing final product manufactures and the waste sector, in the current steering
group. ICCM3 also urged the CiP to not duplicate the efforts of the Globally Harmonized System of the
Classification and Labelling of Chemicals.

Progress to date
7.
A work plan for the ICCM3-ICCM4 period has been developed by the CiP project Steering Group
(SG). The work plan includes the development of the proposed CiP programme and pilot testing of the
proposed programme in one or more priority product sectors. The SG has also reviewed and adopted the
proposed structure for the CiP programme proposal to be submitted to ICCM4. The structure of governing
principles and guidance to implementation is based on a common approach taken by similar voluntary
programs, including the UNEP Principles for Responsible Investment. This structure will include: Guiding
Principles for CiP information exchange; Description of Stakeholder Roles and Responsibilities; and Guidance
on Chemicals Information Exchange. At the same time outreach to key sectors has continued.

Next steps
8.
The major effort now is to draft the CiP programme components. Engagement with priority sectors
and the major stakeholder groups will continue both for raising awareness, and for gathering input for the CiP
programme formation. A consultation meeting involving the priority and other sectors is planned for late-2013
to gather input on the CiP programme.
9.
In addition, a proposal for a GEF project is currently being developed by UNEP. The project, which
is focussed on the textile sector, would serve as a pilot to demonstrate principles, best practices and
accountability for chemicals information exchange. Pilot countries to participate in this initiative will be
selected during project implementation. The final proposal is expected to be submitted to the GEF by
November 2013.

C.

Nanotechnologies and manufactured nanomaterials
Mandate from ICCM3
10.
ICCM Resolution 3/2 E on nanotechnologies and manufactured nanomaterials: encourages all
stakeholders to facilitate the exchange of information in order to improve global transparency and to allow for
better decision-making processes; invites relevant international organizations, such as UNITAR and OECD, to
continue to facilitate information exchange, develop guidance and training materials, and support public
dialogue; and recommends that further pilot projects be developed at the national level to enhance stakeholder
capacity for the sound management of nanotechnologies and manufactured nanomaterials.

Progress to date
11.
UNITAR, with funding from the Government of Switzerland, has embarked on a second phase of
pilot projects (building on the results of the phase 1 projects) on nanotechnology and manufactured
nanomaterials for the Arab, Asia-Pacific, and Central and Eastern European regions. The countries
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participating in the second round pilot projects are Jordan, Vietnam, and Armenia. Agreements are currently
being prepared with the pilot countries.

Next steps
12.
Inception and awareness-raising workshops should begin in early 3rd quarter of 2013. Experiences
from the pilot projects in both phase 1 and phase 2 will be shared with SAICM stakeholders, as appropriate, at
regional meetings, OEWG, and ICCM-4. The OECD will provide any information arising from its nanosafety
programme, which will assist in this work.

D.

Hazardous substances within the life cycle of electrical and electronic products
Mandate from ICCM3
13.
At ICCM3, new activities were added to the SAICM Global Plan of Action related to this topic and a
number of additional activities were highlighted for action in Resolution 3/2. The Resolution specifies to work
to identify, compile and create an international set of best practice resources on topics in this area, drawing on
existing initiatives and opportunities, including: (a) tools that lead to progress in the development of designs
that reduce and eliminate the use of hazardous chemicals in production; (b) business standards and practices
for tracking and disclosing the presence of hazardous chemicals in the manufacturing, use and end-of-life
stages; (c) tools and information on potential safer substitutes for chemicals of concern in product applications;
(d) green purchasing strategies of businesses and Governments; (e) extended producer responsibility policies
of businesses and Governments; (f) provisional strategies and actions in design and manufacturing that should
be implemented until elimination is possible or safer substitutes are available.

Progress to date
14.
The Secretariat has prepared the following summary of key activities based on discussions with
organizations working in this area.
15.
At the Basel Convention COP11, parties did not agree on technical guidelines for e-waste.
Nevertheless, COP11 advanced its work on implementation. The new environmentally-sound management
framework provides a common understanding of ESM, including waste prevention, minimization, reuse,
recycling, recovery and final disposal. Furthermore, the new network, “ENFORCE,” seeks to promote
compliance with provisions on illegal trafficking of hazardous wastes through better implementation and
enforcement of national laws. In the decision, the COP: agreed to extend the mandate of PACE (the
Partnership for Action on Computing Equipment) until the end of 2015 to complete the work programme for
2014-2015; adopted Sections 1 (purpose of the guidance document), 2 (ESM criteria recommendations), 4
(testing, refurbishment and repair of used computing equipment) and 5 (material recovery and recycling of
end-of-life computing equipment) of the guidance document; and confirmed that Section 3 (transboundary
movement of used and end-of-life computing equipment) may be revised following the adoption of technical
guidelines on transboundary movements of e-waste, in particular regarding the distinction between waste and
non-waste, in order to avoid duplications and discrepancies.
16.
UNEP's International Environmental Technology Centre (IETC) leads the Global Partnership on
Waste Management. An interactive E-waste project map highlighting on-going initiatives from various
organisations worldwide can be found on the IETC web site. Additional input is welcomed to the interactive
map: www.unep.org/gpwm/InformationPlatform/Mapsofongoingactivities/E-waste/tabid/104457/Default.aspx
17.
UNIDO is the lead organization of the E-waste focal area under the Global Partnership on Waste
Management and has a number of on-going projects in this area, including: establishment of a manual
dismantling facility for e-waste in Uganda, component on e-waste under UNDAP for Tanzania, improved ewaste management in Ethiopia, and creating employment opportunities and ensuring effective e-waste
management in Cambodia. In addition UNIDO intends to host a global workshop on Hazardous substances
within the life cycle of electrical products and electronics this year with all key players invited for dialogue
(tentatively October/ November 2013). The workshop would strengthen cooperation between international
organisations and facilitate communication between key players.
18.
Through the UNEP Chemicals in Products (CiP) project, there is currently a proposal under
discussion with the European Commission which would link the CiP project to efforts in electronics waste
management and greener design. The Project will be led by IETC, with support and input from UNEP
Chemicals Branch, BRS regional centres, the private sector and UNEP ROA (regional office for Africa). Its
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purpose is to develop guidance on the use of chemical-content information disclosure for identifying in
electronic products specific substances and hazardous and other chemicals of concern in use by manufacturers
and recyclers / end-of-life actors.
19.
The WHO Children’s Environmental Health team has recently started working on electronic waste
and the effects on children’s health. This initiative was prompted by a 2011 on-going pilot initiative developed
by WHO collaborating centres in the Netherlands (Institute for Risk Assessment Sciences, Utrecht University)
and Thailand (Chulabhorn Research Institute) that are assessing exposures to e-waste among children in
selected areas. An initial planning meeting on E-waste & children is planned for June 2013, with experts and
other key stakeholders at WHO headquarters in Geneva. The main objective is to review the current situation
of e-waste exposure and child health, research gaps and successful interventions in order to identify needs and
define next steps.
20.
The UN University hosts the Secretariat of the ‘Solving the e-waste Problem (StEP) Initiative’, a
global consortium of more than 65 companies, research institutes, governmental agencies, international
organizations and NGOs from all continents. StEP is dedicated to advancing the management and
development of environmentally, economically and ethically-sound e-waste resource-recovery, re-use and
prevention through taking a holistic approach, therefore also intentionally addressing design, policy and
capacity issues. The StEP Initiative seeks to provide science-based, applied recommendations towards a
sustainable solution of the e-waste issue. StEP conducts more than a dozen of projects ranging from research,
white papers, pilot-studies, development of e-waste management systems, quantifications of the e-waste
stream, policy advise to regular e-waste academies for policy makers, managers and scientists.

Next steps
21.
Work to identify, compile and create an international set of best practice resources on topics in this
area following the ICCM3 mandate, drawing on existing initiatives and opportunities, will continue.
Opportunities such as the meeting being planned by UNIDO are helpful to draw on expertise and learn from
each other.
22.
The SAICM secretariat will undertake actions to seek out information requested by ICCM3 on (d)
green purchasing strategies of businesses and Governments; (e) extended producer responsibility policies of
businesses and Governments. The Secretariat is seeking guidance from key stakeholders on the most
appropriate methods to undertake this.

E.

Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals
Mandate from ICCM3
23.
The ICCM decided through Resolution 3/2 F to implement cooperative actions on endocrinedisrupting chemicals with the overall objective of increasing awareness and understanding among
policymakers and other stakeholders, and invited the participating organizations of the IOMC to lead and
facilitate cooperative actions on endocrine-disrupting chemicals in an open, transparent and inclusive manner.
Further, the ICCM invited the IOMC organizations to develop a plan of work for these cooperative activities
in consultation with the Bureau of the ICCM, and make this workplan available on the SAICM information
clearing-house website.

Progress to date
24.
Since ICCM3, UNEP and WHO have published a report on “State of the Science of Endocrine
Disrupting Chemicals – 2012” as well as the document “State of the Science of Endocrine Disrupting
Chemicals – 2012 Summary for Decision Makers”. These documents, launched during the UNEP Governing
Council in February 2013, provide, respectively, a detailed report on the current scientific information on
endocrine disrupting chemicals, and the key highlights of the scientific material in a summarized format to
assist decision makers in determining key areas of concern. The summary document was circulated to all
SAICM focal points in late April, along with a letter highlighting key findings and calling for additional
information and expressions of interest.
25.
IOMC organizations were invited in the resolution from ICCM3 to prepare a workplan for their
cooperative activities. This workplan has been developed collaboratively by UNEP, WHO and OECD, and is
presented to the Bureau for their consideration in an appendix to the present note.
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Next steps
26.
The need for dissemination of information and the identification of knowledge gaps, was seen as key
to addressing the policy issues of endocrine disruption. Subject to available funds, UNEP plans to conduct
awareness raising activities to provide information on the key concerns identified in the State of the Science
report, and to build networks of interested experts to develop additional data and to further raise awareness of
the environmental concerns.

II.

Other Issues of Concern

A.

Managing perfluorinated chemicals and the transition to safer alternatives
Mandate from ICCM3
27.
The ICCM Resolution III/3 noted the establishment of the Global PFC Group by the OECD and
UNEP. The ICCM urged the Global PFC Group to broaden participation in the work on PFCs beyond the
member countries of the OECD and to report on progress to the Conference at its fourth session. The ICCM
also urged the Global PFC Group to collaborate closely with the secretariat of the Stockholm Convention on
Persistent Organic Pollutants and the UNIDO on activities related to PFCs.

Progress to date
28.
Since ICCM3 the Global PFC Group, led by the UNEP and OECD, has been working on a draft
synthesis paper on per- and polyfluorinated chemicals. The paper provides a detailed report on PFCs and PFAs
and their uses in the industry. The paper also highlights their negative impact, as well as identifying potential
alternatives. The paper will also potentially help policymakers as it provides regulatory approches to managing
PFCs and determining key areas of concern. The draft paper was presented at the 39th meeting of the InterOrganization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals and the Inter-Organization Coordinating
Committee, held in in Geneva in May. Suggestions and comments from key stakeholders are currently being
sought before the paper is finalized.

Next steps
29.
The synthesis paper on PFCs still needs to be finalized. Once published, it would be an important tool
in the safe management of PFCs and will be used as a tool to broaden participation in the Global PFC Group.
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Appendix
Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals
1.
At its third session, the International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM) considered the
issue of Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals as a new emerging policy issue and agreed on the text of a Resolution
to address this issue. In this resolution, the ICCM called upon the participating organizations of the InterOrganization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals (IOMC) to develop a plan of work for the
cooperative actions on endocrine-disrupting chemicals and in consultation with participants of the Bureau of the
Conference, in its development and to publish the plan on the Strategic Approach clearing house website.
2.
At its meeting in December 2012, the IOMC organizations considered the issue of endocrine
disrupting chemicals, and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Health Organization (WHO) expressed interest in
further work in this area. These three organizations have developed a draft workplan, set out in the appendix to
this annex. The work plan was reviewed by the IOMC at its meeting on 31 May 2013. Subsequently UNEP has
added some additions to their activities which have been sent as well to WHO and OECD.
3.
The Bureau is invited to consider the attached workplan, and provide comments prior to its
finalization and publication of the SAICM website. It should be noted that some activities within the workplan,
in particular the circulation of the State of the Science of Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals – 2012 – Summary
for Decision Makers to all SAICM focal points have already been carried out.
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Contributions for the workplan on endocrine disrupting chemicals based on action points from ICCM3 Resolution III/2 F

Resolution III/2 F paragraph 6.
Invites the participating organizations of the Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of
Chemicals, within their respective mandates as part of their programmes of work, to lead and facilitate the cooperative actions on endocrine-disrupting
chemicals in an open, transparent and inclusive manner by building on existing activities of all participants in the Strategic Approach that will:
Action point from ICCM3 Resolution
6a. Provide up-to-date information and scientific expert advice to
relevant stakeholders for the purpose of identifying or
recommending potential measures that could contribute to
reductions in exposures to or the effects of endocrine-disrupting
chemicals, in particular among vulnerable populations, through,
inter alia, timely updates to the 2012 report on the state of the
science of endocrine-disrupting chemicals, published jointly by
the United Nations Environment Programme and the World
Health Organization, with particular attention to the needs of
developing countries and countries with economies in transition

OECD Contributions
OECD Advisory Group on
Endocrine Disrupters
Testing and Assessment:
development of alternative
test methods for the
identification of EDCs
(ongoing, within allocated
resources).

UNEP Contributions
Circulate EDC report to all
SAICM focal points (Copies
distributed on 23 April
2013).
Translate the Summary of
the State of the Science
report into the 6 UN
languages (ongoing,
additional resources
required).
Compilation of case studies
and further research to be
provided and made
available to stakeholders
(ongoing, within allocated
resources)

6b Raise awareness and facilitate science-based information
exchange, dissemination and networking on endocrine-disrupting
chemicals through, inter alia, activities at all levels and the use of
the Strategic Approach clearing house

Regular updates to the
OECD public website and
publication of technical
documents (guidance
documents, validation
reports) supporting testing
and assessment of EDCs
(ongoing, within allocated

Further development of
UNEP website devoted to
EDCs including inter alia
major EDC reports as well
as reports from special
focus/topic group
discussions. (On-going)
Include need for additional
action and information in
letter to stakeholders
circulating EDC report.
(sent 23 April 2013)
Make any information
submitted following

WHO Contributions
• WHO programmes on
the assessment of specific
chemicals and groups of
chemicals (ongoing,
additional voluntary
contributions needed).
• Methodologies and case
studies on combined
exposures (current projects,
additional voluntary
contributions needed).
• Prior to any update of the
2012 report, an expert
consultation to develop a
methodology for the study
will be required (currently
unfunded, voluntary
contributions needed). Future
updates may also be focused
on specific aspects at
different intervals, to be
responsive to new data in the
interim.

WHO Chemical Risk
Assessment Network:
launched 1 July (current
project, requires additional
voluntary contributions).
Ongoing, and will include
adding EDCs to other
8
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Action point from ICCM3 Resolution

OECD Contributions
resources).
Preparation of executive
summaries of relevant
recent documents for the
general public (require
additional resources)

6c Provide international support for activities to build capacities
in countries, in particular developing countries and countries with
economies in transition, for generating information and for
assessing issues related to endocrine-disrupting chemicals in
order to support decision-making, including the prioritization of
actions to reduce risks

Implementation of a specific
module on EDCs for the
OECD environmental risk
assessment toolkit.
(require additional
ressources)

6d Facilitate mutual support in research, the development of case
studies and advice on translation of research results into control
actions

OECD Extended Advisory
Group on Molecular
Screening and
Toxicogenomics: several
activities on ED-mediated
effects on thyroid and
reproductive functions
(ongoing, within allocated
resources).

UNEP Contributions
circulation of the documents
available through circulation
lists and SAICM clearing
house (ongoing, within
allocated resources).

WHO Contributions
planned events as well as
standalone activities where
funding permits (voluntary
contributions required.

Encourage further
submission of any
information from
Government, academic and
other sources through
outreach activities such as
regional meetings and other
opportunities for
highlighting the need for
information
Develop jointly with WHO plans for awareness raising
activities, including regional and subregional workshops
(require additional resources, however planning for structure
and modality of workshops can start)
Facilitate international
WHO Chemical Risk
support for activities in
Assessment Network: to be
developing countries,
launched mid-2013. One of
including promoting
the four main areas of work is
bilateral activities (ongoing, activities in education,
as part of awareness raising) training and capacity building
in risk assessment.(current
project, requires additional
voluntary contributions).
UNEP and WHO to work collaboratively to consider the
need for targeted research, develop and implement plans to
coordinate activities and to develop advice on the translation
of research results into control actions. Each organization
may take responsibility for particular areas within their
mandate while some actions may be delivered jointly (i.e.
WHO lead on links between EDCs and human health effects,
UNEP lead on wildlife effects).

9
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Resolution III/2 F paragraph 7.
Also invites the participating organizations of the Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of
Chemicals to develop a plan of work for the cooperative actions on endocrine-disrupting chemicals and in consultation with participants of the Bureau of
the Conference, in its development and to publish the plan on the Strategic Approach clearing-house website;
Resolution III/2 F paragraph 8.
Requests all interested stakeholders and organizations to provide support, including expertise and financial and inkind resources, on a voluntary basis, for the cooperative actions, including by participating in developing and making available relevant information and
guidance;
Resolution III/2 F paragraph 9.
Invites the participating organizations of the Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of
Chemicals to report on the cooperative actions on endocrine-disrupting chemicals and its achievements and recommendations for further possible
cooperative actions for the consideration of the Conference at its fourth session.

__________________________
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