Rules of procedure Quick Start Programme Trust Fund Implementation Committee of the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management

Adopted, ad referendum, by the Committee at its second meeting on 18 October 2006 

Institutional arrangements

1.
The representatives of each of the participating organizations of the Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals, composed of the United Nations Environment Programme, the International Labour Organization, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, World Health Organization, the United Nations Industrial Development Organization, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development and the United Nations Institute for Training and Research, and the representative of the United Nations Development Programme hereby agree to form a Trust Fund Implementation Committee of the Quick Start Programme of the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (hereby referred to as the Committee in the present rules of procedure).      

2.
The Committee shall perform such functions as expected of it by the International Conference on Chemicals Management as set out in resolution I/4 adopted by the conference at its first session held in Dubai, United Arab Emirates from 4-6 February 2006.  

Representatives

3.
The Committee shall be composed of one representative of each of the organizations referred to in paragraph 1 above, who may be accompanied by advisors.  Each organization that is represented at the Committee shall make its own arrangements for bearing the cost for its representative to attend meetings of the Committee. 

Observers

4.
The Committee may agree to invite observers to attend its meetings as necessary.

Chairperson

5.
The Committee shall elect its Chairperson, who shall serve on a rotational basis for the period to be specified by the Committee.   

6.
If the Chairperson cannot preside at a meeting or any part thereof, he/she shall appoint one of the representatives to take his/her place.  If the Chairperson is unable to perform his/her functions, the Committee shall elect a new Chairperson.  

Meetings

7.
The Committee shall hold its meetings on a regular basis.  The Committee shall determine the date, time and place of each meeting.  Meetings shall normally be held back-to-back with another relevant meeting.

8.
In addition to regular meetings of the Committee above, an extra-ordinary meeting of the Committee may be called at the request of at least three representatives of the organizations referred to in paragraph 1 above.  The date, time and place of such an extra-ordinary meeting shall be determined by the Chairperson in consultation with the Secretariat and the representatives of the organizations referred to in paragraph 1 above.   

Secretariat

9.
UNEP, acting in its capacity as the secretariat of the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management, shall act as the Secretariat for the Committee.  The Secretariat shall be responsible for making necessary arrangements for meetings of the Committee, including notification of the meetings and preparation of the provisional agenda and other meeting documents as well as minutes of the meetings, and for providing support for the functioning of the Committee.  

Conduct of business at meetings

10.
Six representatives from among the organizations referred to in paragraph 1 shall constitute a quorum.

11.
The Chairperson shall declare the opening and closing of each meeting of the Implementation Committee, direct the discussions, accord the right to speak, put questions or proposal for decisions by the Committee, and otherwise shall have control of the proceedings of the meeting.      

12.
The Committee shall endeavour to take all its decisions by consensus among the representatives.  If it is not possible for the Committee to reach consensus, after it has exhausted reasonable efforts to do so the Committee may, as a last resort, take a decision by a majority of the representatives present and voting.  For this purpose, each representative, including the chairperson, shall have one vote, except in the case of a tied vote, when the chairperson shall exercise an additional casting vote.          

13.
In cases where an organization that is represented at the Committee is involved in a project submitted to the Committee for its consideration, the representative of that organization shall declare his/her interest in the project before it is discussed by the Committee and recuse himself/herself from decision-making by the Committee in relation to the project in question.     

14.
The language of the meetings of the Committee shall be English.

Amendment

15.
The present rules of procedure may be amended by the Committee by consensus among the representatives present at its meetings.

