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Report of the meeting of Arab countries on the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management, Cairo, 1-2 April, 2007 

Note by the secretariat

1.
Following the adoption of Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM), by the International Conference on Chemicals Management, which took place in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, from 4 to 6 February 2006, the SAICM secretariat joined the UNEP Regional Office for West Asia (UNEP/ROWA), the Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office of the World Health Organization (WHO EMRO), the League of Arab States (LAS), and the Islamic Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO), in organizing a meeting of the Arab countries on SAICM, held in Cairo from 1 to 2 April 2007.

2.
The secretariat has the honour to circulate, in the annex to the present note, the report of the meeting of Arab countries on SAICM, for the information of participants in the present Latin America and Caribbean regional meeting on SAICM. The report is being circulated as received and has not been formally edited by the SAICM secretariat.

Annex

Report of the meeting of Arab countries on the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management, Cairo, 1-2 April, 2007 

1. At its first session, which took place in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, from 4 to 6 February 2006, the International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM) adopted the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM), comprising the Dubai Declaration on International Chemicals Management, the Overarching Policy Strategy and the Global Plan of Action. The Conference also adopted a number of decisions, including pertaining to the arrangements required for SAICM implementation, especially those related to convening regional conferences on SACIM implementation that should be held between the meetings of SAICM international conference. 

In its 18th session held in Algiers, December 2006 the Council of Arab Ministers responsible for Environmental Affairs (CAMRE) adopted the recommendations of the Arab Team on MEAs relevant to hazardous Chemicals and wastes responsible for following up the SAICM. 

2. The first Arab Regional meeting on SAICM, was held in the headquarters of League of Arab States (LAS), Cairo from 1 to 2 April 2007 in collaboration with LAS, UNEP / ROWA, SAICM Secretariat, ISESCO, WHO and EEAA / Egyptian Ministry of Environmental Affairs. 

3. This meeting aimed at discussing the work papers prepared by the Arab Core Group (ArCG) responsible for preparing the Arab Regional Meeting on SAICM implementation (Alexandria, 29 / 10 / 2006), and developing Arab mechanisms to coordinate amongst Arab countries, exchange of experience and information between the Arab countries on the one hand and between the governmental agencies and competent regional and international organizations, NGOs on the other hand. This is in addition to briefing the Arab countries on the latest mechanisms and resolutions taken for SAICM implementation. 

4. 19 Arab countries, 10 NGOs and several regional and international originations attended this meeting (Appendix 1).

5. During the opening session speeches were given by UNEP / ROWA, SAICM Secretariat, ISESCO, WHO and EEAA / Egyptian Ministry of Environmental Affairs. 

6. At the outset of the first session, the agenda and documents of the meeting was approved, The documents include the SAICM Arab Action Plan that was endorsed  by the Council of Arab Ministers responsible for Environmental Affairs in its 17th session held in Cairo in December 2005. 

7. Egypt and Kuwait were elected to co-chair the sessions of the meeting. 

8. Based on the discussions and deliberations conducted in the meeting, the participants recommended the following: 

a)  Approving the terms of reference of SAICM Arab Coordination Unit according to the formula attached herewith (Appendix 2).

b) Calling upon the Arab states to accelerate naming the National Focal Point (NFP) and officially inform the SAICM Secretariat through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to benefit from the mechanism of SAICM including the Quick Start Program and to participate in the meetings of the Arab Coordination Unit.

c) Urging Arab countries to review and provide LAS Secretariat with their observations if any on the document of synergies and cooperation in the implementation of SAICM at the regional level no later than 31/5/2007.  

d) Requesting Arab countries to expedite their procedures in order to secure submitting their national or sub regional projects of  Quick Start Program to the second round of project submission (no later than 16/4/2007) or the third round (no later than 14/9/2007). The proposed projects may include the following fields: 

· Implementing SAICM 

· Preparing and updating the national chemical profile.

· Implementing Global Harmonized System (GHS)

· Preventing illegal traffic in chemicals

· Sound management of hazardous wastes

· Project of risk assessment resulting from chemical life cycle

· Using the best available techniques and best environmental practices (BAT/BEP)

9. Calling upon UNITAR, UNEP, ISESCO and LAS Secretariat to coordinate and cooperate for convening a series of meetings and seminars aiming at Arab capacity building for SAICM implementation.

10. Calling upon the Arab Core Group (ArCG) formed according to recommendation No. 20 of 18/9/2006 of the Arab technical team responsible for MEAs relevant to hazardous chemicals and wastes, which has been endorsed by the CAMRE resolution No. 253 of 20/12/2006, to continue its work until the formation of a new Arab Core Group by SAICM Coordination Unit in its first meeting which is to be held within 6 months. 

11. Calling upon the SAICM Secretariat to consider the possibility of having a representative for the Arab region in the executive board of the Quick Start Program along with the existing regional representation.   

12. Draft agenda of the coordination unit first meeting is to include:

a) Preparation of the second SAICM meeting.

b) Considering the establishment of exchange information network on SAICM implementation.

c) SAICM financial considerations. 

13. Calling upon the Arab states to have the  following national action priorities in SAICM implementation:

a) Developing the legislative systems to be consistence with the SAICM obligations. 

b) Ratifying / joining the international environmental conventions relevant to hazardous substances and wastes. 

c) Institutional development

d) Mobilization of resources 

e) Analyzing and managing the risks of using hazardous substances. 

14. Calling upon the SAICM Secretariat to consider the preparation of suitable framework to support the capacities of the Palestinian Authority regarding SAICM implementation. 

15. Calling upon the Arab states to make use of the available Arab experiences in the field of databases building and international chemical management. 

16. Affirming the important role of the civil society organizations, NGOs and private sector regarding their participation in SAICM implementation and presence in the relevant national and Arab meetings. 

17. At the sidelines of the meeting, UNITAR representative delivered a brief presentation on how to prepare the Quick Start Programs for SAICM implementation and its requirements at the national level in addition to the major elements that should be included in the program, giving examples on the support granted to some countries from the region regarding chemical management and the role of UNITAR in this regard. 

The representatives of Jordan and Yemen gave brief presentation on what has been achieved with the help of UNITAR on chemicals management and developing the national chemical profile. 

18. The meeting was closed at 6 pm 2nd of April 2007 with deep thanks and appreciation to those who participated in preparing, organizing and funding this meeting.  
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Provisional List of Participants
GOVERNMENTS

ALGERIA

Mr. Remadna Mohamed

Directeur d’Etudes

Matières et Produits Chimiques Dangereux

Ministère de l’Energie et des Mines

Val d’Hydra

16000 Alger

Algeria

Tel : (213 21) 48 82 91

Mobile: (213) 61 68 09 34

Fax: (213 21) 48 81 88

Email: moh.remadna@yahoo.fr
           Mohamed.remadna@mem.gov.dz
Mr. Ahmed Tayeb Cherif

Director Chimie Pharmacie

Ministry of Industry

Rue Ahmed Bey-le colisee

16000 Alger

Algeria

Tel : (213 21) 23 91 82

Fax: (213 21) 23 93 88

Email: cherifahmed@yahoo.fr
Mr. Ali Moumen

Director

Direction of Plants Protection and Technical Control

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development

12, 8d. Colonel Amirouche

16000 Alger

Algeria

Tel : (213 21) 79 95 66
Fax: (213 21) 42 93 49
Email: moumen_sa@yahoo.com
BAHRAIN (KINGDOM OF)
Dr. Afaf S. Ali Al-Shoala

Director 

Environmental Control Directorate 

Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment & Wild Life 

P.O. Box 32657

Isa Town

Kingdom of Bahrain 

Fax: (973) 17 875175

Fax: (973) 17 786102

Email: afafs@environment.gov.bh
COMOROS

Mr. Said Ali Thaoubane 

Maître de Conférence

Faculté des Sciences et Techniques

Université des Comores

Ministère de l’Agriculture, de la Pêche, de l’Industrie, de l’Artisanat et de l’Environnement

B.P. 1897

Moroni 

Comoros

Tel: (269) 73 30 69 /33 33 69

Fax: (269) 73 52 36

Email: sathaoubane@yahoo.fr
Ozone.comores@comorestelecom.km
DJIBOUTI

Mr. Ahmed Houssein Bouh

National POPs Project Coordinator

Ministry of Housing, Urban Affairs, Environment and Land Planning

B.P. 11

Djibouti

Tel: (253) 35 17 75

Fax: (253) 35 1618

Email: popsdjibouti@yahoo.fr 
EGYPT

Mr. Tarek Eid Mohamed Mahmoud El Ruby

Head of Coordination and Technical Information Exchange Network Unit

Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency

Ministry of State for Environmental Affairs

30 Misr Helwan ElZyrai Rd. Maadi

Cairo

Egypt

Tel:  (20 2) 525 8309 / 525 6452

Fax:  (20 2) 526 0588

Email:  tarek_elruby@yahoo.com
IRAQ

Mr. Hussian H. Kharnoob

Consultant,

Urban Environment Directorate

Ministry of Environment

Al-Kharidia, P.O. Box 10062

Baghdad

Iraq

Tel: (964) 7901657311 

Email: hussian_kharnoob@yahoo.com 

           Moen_Iraq@yahoo.com 

JORDAN

Mr. Ehab Bani-Hani

Participating Engineer

Hazardous Wastes and Chemicals Managements

Ministry of Environment

P.O. Box 1408

11941 Amman

Jordan

Tel: (962 6) 556 0113

Fax: (962 6) 552 5315

Email: ehabsal2002@yahoo.com 

KUWAIT

Ms. Ibtesam Al-Refaie

Head of Chemical Section

Industrial Environment Department

EPA


24395 Alsafat

Kuwait

Tel: (965) 4821 284 / 9741 795

Fax: (965) 4821 284

Email: bayadr@maktoob.com
MAURITANIA

Mr. Moulaye Ahmed Ould Zzide Bih

Chef Service d’Aménagement

Direction Aires Protegées et Litoral

Secrétariat d’Etat à l’Environnement

Nouakchott

Mauritanie

Tel.: (222) 692 3164 / 710 4800

Fax: (222) 529 0408

MOROCCO

Ms. Seloua Amaziane

Head of Environment and Health Section

Directorate of Surveillance and Risk Management

Ministry of Landing, Water and Environment

2 Rue Oumerrabia, Agdal

Rabat

Morocco

Tel:  (212 37) 68 17 42 / 77 26 58

Fax:  (212 37) 681 641

Email:  seloua3@yahoo.fr 
OMAN (SULTANATE OF)
Mr. Ahmed Al-Bulushi

Head of Monitoring & Assessment Section 

Dept. of Chemical Substances

Ministry of Regional Municipalities, Environment & Water Resources 

P.O. Box 323

Muscat 113

Sultanat of Oman

Fax: (968) 24 692417

Fax: (968) 24 692462

Email: quriyat1352@yahoo.com
PALESTINE

Mr. Naser Albhaisi

Director 

Chemical Substances and Emergency Response Department

Environmental Protection Directorate

Palestinian Environment Quality Authority, Elnasser-Elthawra Street

Gaza - Palestine

Tel: (972 8) 282 2000 

Mobile: (972) 599 604 817

Fax (972 8) 284 7198

Email: environment@gov.ps 

QATAR
Mr. Ahmed Al-Mohanadi

Chemical Researcher

Chemical Section / Technical Affairs

Supreme Council for the Environment & Natural Resources 

Doha - Qatar

Tel: (974) 5812864
Fax: (974) 4415246
Email: almohannadi@qatarenv.org.qa 

Mr. Mohammed Al-Mohanadi

Director

Environment Security Unit

P.O. Box 9349

Doha

Qatar

Tel: (974) 550 4999
Fax: (974) 461 5524
Email: Qatar2030@hotmail.com
Mr. Saad Al-Ali

Environmental Coordinator
Environment Security Unit

P.O. Box 9961

Doha

Qatar

Tel: (974) 550 7707
Fax: (974) 461 5524
Email: Qatar2030@hotmail.com
Mr. Mohammed Al-Kuwari

Secretary

Qatar National Committee for the Prohibition of weapons

P.O. Box 12588

Doha

Qatar
Tel: (974) 588 3714 / 488 1742
Fax: (974) 486 8564
Email: alkuwari_10@hotmail.com
REPUBLIC OF YEMEN

Mr. Salem Abdullah Baquhaizel

Director General of Environmental Monitoring & Assessment

Environmental Monitoring & Assessment Department

Environment protection Authority (EPA)

P.O. Box 19719

Sana’a

Republic of Yemen

Fax: (967) 1 202019 / 711 747412
Fax: (967) 1 202019 / 207327
Email: sbaqu@y.net.ye / epa-yemen@yemen.net.ye 
SAUDI ARABIA

Mr. Sulaiman M. Alzaben

Director General on Chemical Safety and Hazardous Waste

Presidency of Meteorology and Environment

P.O. Box 9257

Jeddah 21413

Saudi Arabia

Tel: (966 2) 651 2312 / 2576

Mobile: (966) 557 060 666

Fax: (966 2) 651 5303 /275 2788

Email: smz2002@hotmail.com 
SUDAN

Mr. Adam Mohamed

Chemist

Environmental Contaminants Department

National Chemical Laboratory

Higher Council for Environment & Natural Resources

P.O. Box 287

Khartoum

Sudan

Tel: (249 1) 83 77 97 89

Mobile: (249 9) 12 45 59 90 

Fax: (249 1) 8379 5164 / 8378 7617

Email: adamali55@hotmail.com
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC

Mr. Faouk Al-Eter

Chemical Safety Department

General Commission of Environmental Affairs

Ministry of Local Administration and Environment

Mzraa, P.O. Box 3773

Damascus

Syrian Arab Republic

Tel: (963) 94 496 270

Fax: (963) 11 444 3729

Email: fa.aleter@yahoo.com
           Fa-aleter@maktoob.com
TUNISIA

Mr. Youssef Zidi

Head of Service

General Direction of Environment and Quality of Life

Industry Environment Direction

Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development

Centre Urbain Nord, Rue de la Terre 

1080 Tunis

Tunisia

Fax: (216 70) 728 644

Mobile: (216) 986 959 49

Fax: (216 70) 728 655

Email: josephzidi@yahoo.fr
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Eng. Hussain Al-Kethairi

Hazardous Materials Specialist 

Technical Affairs 
Federal Environmental Agency 
Abu Dhabi 
United Arab Emirates 
Fax: (9712) 6330044 / 6441594
Fax: (9712) 6770501 / 6332390
Email: hussain@fea.gov.ae 

INTER-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF

THE UNITED NATIONS (FAO)

Mr. Taher ElAzzabi
Crop Protection Officer
Agriculture Department Group
FAO Regional Office for Near East
UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME (UNEP)

Dr. Basel Al-Yousfi

Deputy Regional Director

UNEP/ROWA

P.O. Box 10880

Manama 

Bahrain

Tel: + 973 17 812 777

Fax: + 973 17 825 110 / 111

Email: basel.alyousfi@unep.org.bh 

Dr. Abdulelah Alwadaee

Regional Network Coordinator, Compliance Assistance Programme (CAP) 

UNEP/ROWA

Manama 

Bahrain

Tel: + 973 17 812 777

Fax: + 973 17 825 110 / 111

Email: abdulelah.alwadaee@unep.org.bh 

Ms. Sotiria Christine Nomicos

Associate Liaison Officer 

UNEP/ALLO

28 Adly Street Cairo, Egypt  

Tel.: 202 3934046 - 202 3929733

Fax: 202 3950119

Mob.: 2 012 2264470

E-mail: unep-allo@link.net
UNITED NATIONS INSTITUTE FOR TRAINING AND RESEARCH (UNITAR)

Mr. Brandon Turner

Fellow

Programmes in Chemicals, Waste and Environmental Governance

United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR)

Palais des Nations

1211 Geneva

Switzerland

Tel: (41 22) 917 8524

Fax: (41 22) 917 8047

Email: brandon.turner@unitar.org
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

AMWAJ OF THE ENVIRONMENT

Mr. Malek Ghandour

General Secretary

AMWAJ of the Environment

Verdun Str., Diamond Center 4th floor

Beirut

Lebanon

Tel: (961 3) 241 451

Fax: (961 1) 791 140

Email: amwajenvt@yahoo.com 

BASEL CONVENTION REGIONAL CENTER FOR TRAINING AND TECHNICAL TRANSFER FOR THE ARAB STATES (BCRC-EGYPT)
Dr. Mortada El-Aref

Director 

BCRC-Egypt

CEHM – Cairo University 
P.O. Box 453 ORMAN

Giza

Egypt
Tel: (2012) 2215 152 / (202) 5719 688
Fax: (202) 5717565
Email: Elaref@baselegypt.org / elaref2000@yahoo.com 

Dr. Saied Dahroug

International Facilitator 

BCRC-Egypt

CEHM – Cairo University 
P.O. Box 453 ORMAN

Giza

Egypt
Tel: (2012) 3511472 (202) 5719 688
Fax: (202) 5717565
Email: sadahroug@baselcegypt.org / smdahroug@yahoo.com 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION (CDA)

Ms. Suad Eltayeb Ahmed

Horticulturist, Food Technologist

Agriculture and Environment Section

Community Development Association (CDA)

Beiouo Kowan Street, House #18

12396 Khartoum

Sudan

Tel: (249 1) 8348 2906

Mobile (249 9) 2810929

Fax: (249 1) 8524 0196 / 8376 0905

Email: soadtayeb@yahoo.com
           safcdasudan@yahoo.com
CROPLIFE INTERNATIONAL

Mr. Ali Mohamed Ali

Regional Coordinator

Croplife International

P.O. Box 961810, Sport City

11196 Amman

Jordan

Tel: (962 6) 552 3039

Fax: (962 6) 553 0544

Email: ali-croplife@nets.com.jo
DAY HOSPITAL INSTITUTE FOR

REHABILITATION AND DEVELOPMENT

(DHIRD)

Mr. Mohamed Aly Abdel Salam El Banna

Chair of the Board

Day Hospital Institute for Rehabilitation and Development (DHIRD)

Director of the Middle East Arab HUB for IPEP Project

74 Sawra Street, Heliopolis

1134 Cairo

Egypt

Tel: (20 2) 414 3644/368 2827

Fax: (20 2) 365 0429

Email: mbanna@starnet.com.eg 

            dayhospl@internetegypt.com 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH FUND

Mr. Joseph Digangi

Scientist

Environmental Health Fund

407 S. Dearborn, Ste. 1500

60605 Chicago

United States of America

Tel: (1 312) 566 0985

Fax: (1 312) 408 0682

Email: digangi@environmentalhealthfund.org
ENVIRONMENTAL PIONEERS ASSOCIATION (EPA)

Ms. Wafaa Menecy

Chairwoman

Environmental Pioneers Association (EPA)

38 Abu El Arab St., Villa Miami

12345 Alexandria

Egypt

Tel: (203) 548 8202

Mobile (201) 05130918

Fax: (203) 548 1138

Email: Wafa_menecy@hotmail.com
           e.p.a.alex@gmail.com
GENERAL UNION OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS – GUN-GEO

Mr. Ahmed Barghouth

Director

General Union of Non-Governmental Environmental Organizations – GUN-GEO

Deir Al Balah, Main Street

P.O. Box 9

Gaza Strip

Palestine

Tel: (970 8) 2531 968 / 2531 578

Fax: (970 8) 2531 968

Email: gungeogaza@yahoo.com 

            Greenpeace_gaza@yahoo.com
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHEMICAL ASSOCIATIONS (ICCA)

Dr. Rainer Koch

Advisor

International Council of Chemical Associations (ICCA)

Frankfurt - Germany

Tel. (49 69) 2556 1371

Email: koch@vci.de
LAND AND HUMAN TO ADVOCATE

PROGRESS (LHAP)

Mr. Ziyad Alawneh

Director

Administration Department

Land and Human to Advocate Progress (LHAP)

P.O.Box 340636

Amman 11134

Jordan

Tel: (962 6) 551 9756

Fax: (962 6) 551 9756

Mobile: (962 7) 7746 6092

Email: lhap@index.com.jo 

            Ziyad@index.com.jo
ARABIAN GULF UNIVERSITY

Mr. Hussain J. Makki
Post Graduate Student 

Arabian Gulf University 
P.O. Box
Manama 
Bahrain 
Tel: (973) 17 875 169

Mobile: (973) 397 44114
Fax: (973) 17 876 102
Email: hssn_makki@yahoo.com 

WORLD INFORMATION TRANSFER
(NO FUND REQUEST)
Ms. Saffa Baydoun

Professor

Lebanese International University (LIU)

World Information Transfer

Ras Beirut, Cornich El Mazraa area

Mousseitbeh

Beirut

Lebanon

Tel: (961 3) 949 516

       (1 212) 686 1996

Fax: (1 212) 686 2172

Email: saffa.baydoun@liu.edu.lb
           wit@worldinfo.org
SAICM SECRETARIAT

Mr. Matthew Gubb
Coordinator, SAICM secretariat

Chemicals Branch

Division of Technology, Industry and Economics

United Nations Environment Programme 

11-13 chemin des Anémones

CH-1219 Châtelaine, Geneva

Switzerland

Tel: (41 22) 917 8200

Fax: (41 22) 797 3460

E-mail mgubb@chemicals.unep.ch
            www.chem.unep.ch/saicm
Appendix 2
Terms of Reference (TOR) of SAICM Arab Coordination Unit

I- Responsibilities of SAICM Arab Coordination Unit:

First: At the regional level: 

1. Following up SACIM implementation in the Arab region through coordination with SAICM national coordination units. 

2. Following up the implementation of the Arab Action Plan on SAICM implementation. 

3. Following up the implementation of Synergy between SAICM and other international agreements and conventions pertaining to SAICM. 

4. Identifying the Arab priorities relevant to SAICM implementation.

5. Creating Arab information network and databases on SAICM to facilitate exchange of information among the Arab states and align them with international information networks, such as INFOCAP. 

6. Facilitating exchange of available information and experience relevant to SAICM.

7. Transferring the experience of other regions and exchange of information regarding SAICM implementation.

8. Helping preparing the periodical reports of SAICM secretariat.

9. Coordinating and following up with SAICM secretariat and updating it with any modifications at the Arab level. 

10. Facilitating the provision of resources to implement the Arab projects in parallel with what is being provided through the SAICM Quick Start Program. 

11. Building the Arab capacities to abide by the SAICM provisions, other relevant international environmental agreements and the new agreements and obligations in this regard. 

12. Facilitating the convention of Arab meetings including the meetings of the Arab Core Group on SAICM in consultation with SAICM secretariat.  

13. Identifying the Arab projects pursuant to proposal from the Arab Core Group and helping identifying the potential funding sources.

14. Developing awareness programs for decision-makers and stakeholder on SAICM implementation at the Arab level. 

15. Regulating the participation of national coordination units on SAICM along with Arab, regional, NGOs and other stakeholders in SAICM implementation in the Arab region based on the issues dealt with by SAICM, including the identification of the Arab priorities. 

16. Facilitating the election of the Arab representatives to the working groups and committees of SAICM.

17. Submitting the Arab points of views to SAICM secretariat and the ministerial meeting of SAICM, in addition to other forums. 

18. Promoting the Arab action plan on SAICM implementation to the Arab and regional financial institutions as one of the Arab GEF priorities. 

Second: At the international level:

1. Arab Coordination Unit shall be responsible for coordinating, following up and responding to correspondences of SAICM secretariat. 

2. Coordinating with relevant international organizations and programs: IFCS – UNEP –UNIDO –FAO –WHO –ILO –WB –UNITAR –IRPTC –IPCS _IOMC –PRTR –GMA –PTS –BASEL –POPs – PIC. 

3. Submitting progress reports to SAICM secretariat. 

II- SAICM Arab Coordination Unit Membership: 

Arab Coordination Unit Membership shall be opened to all Arab states and Arab, regional and international organizations. The presidency of Arab Coordination Unit meetings shall be given to the state that presides over the CAMRE. Arab Coordination Unit meetings shall be held at the headquarters of League of Arab States (LAS) or at any of the member states or organizations. Two meetings shall be held annually at the invitation of Arab Coordination Unit Secretariat in coordination with the presidency of the Unit, coinciding with the meetings of the Arab Team responsible for following up the international environmental agreements on hazardous substances and wastes.  

III- Responsibilities of SAICM Arab Coordination Unit Members:

1. Actively participating in SAICM Arab Coordination Unit and / or "Technical Work Teams" and their activities.

2. Maintaining communications with other stakeholders and exerting every possible effort to ensure ongoing support from other stakeholders. Continuous communication shall be maintained among the Unit members on the progress achieved and the decisions taken within the Unit, such as encouraging organizations and ministries to do whatever necessary to achieve the aspired goals. The available resources and institutional communications and experiences of the members shall be directed to SAICM implementation. 

3. Submitting some ideas about assignment of management functions and roles in this organizational structure. 

4. Developing timetable to facilitate good coordination among the Unit members and national focal points. 

IV- SAICM Arab Core Group (ArCG): 

First: 1- ArCG shall consist of 6 Arab states to be elected by the Arab Coordination Unit (Geographical distribution shall be taken into account), Arab Coordination Unit Secretariat and one representative from relevant civil society, Arab, regional and international organizations. The meeting of the ACG shall be presided by the head of the Arab Coordination Unit (ACU).  ArCG shall, whenever possible, undertake its work via correspondence and hold its meetings at the headquarters of LAS or any other member upon an invitation from ACU secretariat in coordination with the presidency. 

2- ArCG shall serve as a steering committee for the Arab Coordination Unit. 

Second: Responsibilities of SAICM Arab Core Group:

1- Preparing for the meetings of ACU, including the draft papers of the Arab situation and the proposed materials and agenda of the Arab meetings, in addition to the draft of the Arab periodical report on the progress achieved regarding SAICM implementation.  

2- Following up the recommendations and other obligations of the ACU. 

3- Providing technical assistance and preparing proposals for the Arab projects. 

4- Following up SAICM Global Implementation Plan to adapt the national and Arab stands. 

5- Helping the Arab focal point in coordinating and following up the meetings.

6- Seeking the help of technical expert whenever necessary. 

V- Secretariat of ACU and ArCG.

1- Based on CAMRE resolution no. 253 of 20/12/2006 in its 18th session, Egypt shall co-chair the ACU in collaboration with Kuwait. 

2- ACU secretariat shall submit the results of meetings to the Arab Team responsible for following up the international environmental agreements on hazardous substances and wastes, including the following up of SAICM implementation. 

IV- SAICM Arab Coordination Point 

SAICM Arab Coordination Point shall be defined in accordance with CAMRE resolution. 

VI- Technical Work Teams 

ACU may form ad hoc technical teams to consider specific issue.  

VII- Responsibilities of member Arab states representatives to Executive Board of Directors of SAICM Quick Start Program: 

1. Collecting and identifying and submitting the Arab concerns to the Executive Board of Directors. 

2. Preparing and submitting reports on the procedures of ACU Executive Board of Directors, SAICM Arab focal point and Arab Core Group. These reports shall include information on the draft projects, whether accepted or rejected, along with the causes of rejection and relevant recommendations. 

3. Observing the efficiency of Quick Start Program as for the benefits of the funding and following up the beneficiaries to ensure SAICM implementation, while providing an evaluation for the implementation obstacles and informing ACU about it. 

4. Searching for available funding sources and calling upon the national focal points to follow up. 

5. Analyzing and discussing the documents of the meetings with the focal points in the Arab states prior to the meetings of the Quick Start Program Executive Board of Directors. 

6. Supporting the vision of the Arab states as for the necessity of having equal funding for SAICM implementation, while taking the Arab priorities into account. 

7. Facilitating exchange of information and experience with representatives from other regions and donors of the Quick Start Program Executive Board of Directors.  
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