Latin American and Caribbean regional meeting on SAICM
Panama City, 14-16 February 2008

Latin American and Caribbean regional meeting on SAICM
Panama City, 14-16 February 2008


Progress & Priorities in the Sound Management of Mercury
Side Event featuring

Country Experiences & Projects, UNITAR and U.S. EPA
Thursday, Feb. 14, 2008
18:15 – 19:15
Plenary Meeting Room

In 2005, the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Governing Council (GC) Decision 23/9 called for mercury partnerships between governments and other stakeholders as one approach to reducing risks to human health and the environment from the release of mercury and its compounds to the environment.  The Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) further supports this and related UNEP GC decision(s), also calling for strengthened partnerships and promoting risk reduction from mercury.  More specifically, the Partnership on Mercury in Products promotes the reduction of global use and demand for mercury through reduction or elimination of mercury in products where there are effective substitutes.  This side event presents an opportunity to both hear and discuss on-the-ground activities and practical experiences in furtherance of this Partnership, UNEP GC decision(s), broader SAICM objectives and objectives and strategic priorities of its Quick Start Program.  It complements the Latin American and Caribbean SAICM regional meeting and also follows-up on the earlier UNITAR side-event in support of SAICM implementation more broadly.
Introduction

Dr. Maria Ines Esquivel, Panama, Host & Moderator
Overview of UNEP Mercury Partnerships & Products Partnership (10 min) 
Nancy Wilson, U.S. EPA 
Mercury Reduction in Hospitals (20 min)
Enid Chaverri, Costa Rica
Dr. Lilian Corra, AAMMA/ISDE
Inventory Projects in the Region (20 min)
Jonathan Krueger, UNITAR 
Lilian Veas, Chile 
Ileana Taylor, Panama
Mercury Priorities, Needs & Next Steps (10 min)
Facilitated Discussion, Moderator & Panelists with Audience 

Attachments
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Overview of UNEP Mercury Partnerships & Products Partnership
In 2005, the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Governing Council Decision 23/9 called for mercury partnerships
 between governments and other stakeholders as one approach to reducing risks to human health and the environment from the release of mercury and its compounds to the environment.  In response to this decision, five partnership areas were identified in 2005:  
1) mercury release from coal combustion; 
2) artisanal and small scale gold mining; 
3) chlor alkali production; 
4) mercury in products; and 
5) mercury air transport and fate research.  

The Partnership on Mercury in Products promotes the reduction of global use and demand for mercury through reduction or elimination of mercury in products where there are effective substitutes.  The products partnership recently developed its goals
 for achieving global mercury reductions for the following product categories:

Batteries: In 2005, demand of mercury in batteries was roughly 300-600 tonnes. Based on a status quo scenario, demand is estimated to be around 200 tonnes in 2015.  To track the effectiveness of the partnership, our objective is to go beyond the status quo scenario and reduce the mercury demand in batteries to less than 100 metric tonnes or a 50% reduction from status quo in 2015. 

Measuring and Control Devices: In 2005, demand of mercury in measuring and control devices was roughly 150-350 tonnes. Based on a status quo scenario, demand in 2015 is estimated to be around 125 tonnes.   To track the effectiveness of the partnership, our objective is to go beyond the status quo scenario and reduce the mercury demand in measuring and control devices to less than 100 metric tonnes or a 20% reduction from status quo in 2015.  

Electrical and Electronic Devices: In 2005, demand of mercury in electrical and electronic devices was roughly 150-350 tonnes. Based on a status quo scenario, demand in 2015 is estimated to be around 110 tonnes.   To track the effectiveness of the partnership, our objective is to go beyond the status quo scenario and reduce the mercury demand in electrical and electronic devices to less than 90 metric tonnes or a 20% reduction from status quo in 2015.  

Lighting and Lamps: In 2005, demand of mercury in lighting and lamps was roughly 100-150 tonnes. Based on a status quo scenario, demand in 2015 is estimated to be around 125 tonnes.   To track the effectiveness of the partnership, our objective is to go beyond the status quo scenario and reduce the mercury demand in lighting and lamps to less than 100 metric tonnes or a 20% reduction from status quo in 2015. 

Dental: In 2005, demand from dental uses was roughly 240-300 metric tones.  Based on a status quo scenario, demand in 2015 is estimated to be around 270 tonnes.   To track the effectiveness of the partnership, our objective is to go beyond the status quo scenario and reduce to less than 230 metric tonnes or a 15% reduction from status quo in 2015.

Other Uses:  In 2005, demand of mercury in other uses such as paints, laboratory, pharmaceutical, cultural/traditional uses was roughly 30-60 tonnes.  Based on a status quo scenario, demand in 2015 is estimated to be around 40 tonnes.   To track the effectiveness of the partnership, our objective is to go beyond the status quo scenario and reduce the mercury demand in other uses to less than 30 metric tonnes or a 25% reduction from status quo in 2015.
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UNEP Mercury Products Partnership:  Current Projects and Timelines

The following is an initial list of projects that are underway or have been completed by the Partnership.  Partnership objective[s] and priority action[s] are addressed through each project are identified below.  Also identified is the stage of each specific project and a contact person from whom to get further information. 

China Hospitals Project:  Demonstration programs at two Beijing hospitals to significantly reduce mercury containing products and waste.

Basel Mercury Waste Capacity Building from Products Partnerships: Development of a cooperative agreement that will help build capacity and best management practices for addressing mercury waste collected from health care products and other sectors addressing mercury in products. 

Buenos Aires Hospital Project:  Support Healthcare Without Harm’s efforts to assist the Buenos Aires City Government to deliver mercury-free training for all city-run hospitals and to complete mercury elimination for two hospitals and fourteen neo-national units.  Training of health workers and the procurement of mercury alternative medical devices is underway. UNEP provided technical support in the conduct of the project. 

Burkina Faso Assessment:  Conduct an initial mercury life cycle assessment for products as a first step in Burkina Faso's efforts to characterize and reduce mercury use.  A products and use inventory will be developed along with a mercury action plan.  

Chile Inventory Development and Risk Management Planning: Support the United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR), which is partnering with Chile and UNEP on a project that includes awareness raising, development of national mercury inventory in Chile, including product based releases and the drafting of a Chilean mercury risk management plan. Chile CONAMA is currently in its final stage of quantitative inventory using the Spanish mercury inventory toolkit and will have the initial results by mid November 2007. UNEP also provided consultant support in some aspects of the inventory.   

Costa Rica Hospitals Assessment Project:  Develop and implement a hospitals assessment and cleanout program in a national hospital for children, including a pilot project with the Basel Convention Secretariat to reduce and manage mercury waste in hospitals in Costa Rica.

Ecuador Inventory Development and Risk Management Planning:   Support the United Nations Institute for Training and Research in assisting Ecuador to develop an inventory of releases, including consideration of releases from mercury products and, based on this information, develop a mercury risk management plan. The inventory will lead to a better understanding of mercury in products and processes as well as a potential mercury releases inventory. 
Mexico Healthcare Project:  Develop a healthcare facility pilot project in Mexico to establish a template for mercury reduction initiatives in other healthcare facilities. Expected to begin in 2007. 
Mexico Products Inventory Update:  Assist Mexico in developing a mercury-containing products and alternatives inventory through a market study and updating existing product databases.  The inventory will compile information on specific mercury-containing products (including description, mercury content, costs, manufacturer information and available alternatives for some production sectors) that is gathered from the Market Report work. 

Americas Workshop to Reduce Mercury in Products:  The North American Commission for Environmental Cooperation hosted a workshop in February, 2006 in Mexico to promote the reduction of mercury use in products. The workshop informed and engaged governmental environment and health officials, non-governmental organizations, and product manufacturers in the Americas to build capacity through exchange of information on successful mercury reduction programs in various product sectors and identification of participating country needs, priorities, including next steps for reducing mercury use in products in the Americas. 

Panama Mercury Inventory and Risk Management Planning: Support the United Nations Institute for Training and Research in assisting Panama to develop an inventory of releases including consideration of releases from mercury products and, based on this information develop a mercury risk management plan. The inventory will lead to a better understanding of mercury in products and processes as well as a potential mercury releases inventory.

South Africa Assessment (Pending): Support the United Nations Institute for Training and Research in negotiating an agreement with the Western Cape Provincial Government to develop a provincial mercury risk management plan, based on information related to mercury in products and mercury emission from the provincial emission inventory. 

Southeast Asia Workshop on Mercury Use in Products:  Similar to the Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC)-Americas workshop, UNEP hosted a products workshop to inform and engage countries in Southeast Asia on capacity building, information exchange, and best practices. The workshop resulted in concrete action plans to reduce mercury in products among twenty-four Asia Pacific countries as well as seven NGOs who participated.
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Additional Resources

UNEP Mercury Programme


http://www.chem.unep.ch/MERCURY/ 
UNEP Mercury Partnerships


http://www.chem.unep.ch/MERCURY/partnerships/new_partnership.htm
UNEP Mercury in Products / Products Partnership Page

http://www.chem.unep.ch/MERCURY/Sector-Specific-Information/Mercury-in-products.htm 

UNITAR 


http://www.unitar.org/cwm/ 
SAICM


http://www.chem.unep.ch/saicm/ 
WHO

http://www.who.int 
Preventing Disease through healthy environments,

Exposure to Mercury: A major public health concern

http://www.who.int/phe/news/Mercury-flyer.pdf 

WHO Policy brief: Mercury in health care

http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/medicalwaste/mercurypolpaper.pdf 

U.S. EPA Mercury Home Page


http://www.epa.gov/mercury/ 
Hospitals for a Healthy Environment

http://www.h2e-online.org/ 
� In strengthening the UNEP Mercury Programme partnerships, UNEP is following the United Nations General Assembly Resolution 60/215 "Towards Global Partnerships" definition of Partnerships (Paragraph 2):  “...partnerships are voluntary and collaborative relationships between various parties, both public and non-public, in which all participants agree to work together to achieve a common purpose or undertake a specific task and, as mutually agreed, to share risks and responsibilities, resources and benefits”. 





� Reduction Goals are identified in the Business Plan for Mercury Reductions in Products
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