Composition, procedures and terms of reference of the African Core Group on SAICM

1. The African Core Group on the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) comprises the following members: 

(a)
The African SAICM regional focal point;

(b)
Two Government representatives from each of the five African subregions (North, East, South, West and Central);

(c)
The two African Government regional representatives on the SAICM Quick Start Programme Executive Board; 

(d)
One representative from each of the following three sectors of civil society: industry, labour and public interest; 

(e)
One representative of a key regional organization (for example, one that has region‑wide responsibilities relevant to the sound management of chemicals) to be determined from time to time;

(f) 
One  representative from a participating organization of the Inter‑Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals with a significant regional chemical safety program;
(g)
The immediate past African SAICM regional focal point.

2. The working procedures of the African Core Group on SAICM are:

(a)
To the extent possible, to undertake its work through correspondence, teleconferencing and, whenever eight or more members attend the same chemicals or wastes‑related forum, meetings in person to reach consensus on issues of current concern;

(b)
To use English as the working language of the Group. The provision of interpretation during meetings shall be decided on a case-by-case basis, but whenever possible the language difficulties of the region shall be taken into account;

(c)
To designate alternates or technical advisers to participate in meetings as required in order to ensure continuity and involvement.

3. The roles and responsibilities of the African Core Group on SAICM are:

(a)
To provide technical assistance in the formation of regional and subregional project proposals as requested by the African SAICM regional focal point;

(b)
To assist the regional focal point in harmonization and follow-up efforts intersessionally;

(c)
To review, from time to time, the SAICM Global Plan of Action for the purpose of adapting it to national and regional priorities;

(d)
To prepare, in collaboration with the regional focal point, materials and agendas for regional meetings;

(e)
To assist the regional focal point in preparing draft regional position papers for submission to the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment and the International Conference on Chemicals Management;

(f)     To serve, through members of the Group, as conduits for the views of subregions on SAICM implementation;

(g)
To facilitate reporting on SAICM implementation in Africa and on the provision of resources to support such implementation;

(h)
To facilitate African promotion of the establishment of a new chemicals management focal area in the Global Environment Facility;

(i)
To facilitate the promotion and adoption of national economic instruments that can help to cover the cost of sound chemicals management;

(j)
To coordinate implementation of the Regional Action Plan for the Implementation of SAICM in Africa, including by facilitating the full involvement of all stakeholders, coordination and cooperation, communication with other regional coordinators and the SAICM secretariat, progress reporting on implementation of the Regional Action Plan and information exchange within the African region and with other regions and by identifying and mobilizing available African institutional support, for example from the African Union, the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, the African Development Bank, the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa and the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment.

4. The African Core Group shall carry out its mandate until the close of the second session of the International Conference on Chemicals Management, to be held in 2009.
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