24 June 2008


Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management: preparations for 

the second session of the International Conference on Chemicals Management

Temporary questionnaire for Governments for reporting on implementation of the Strategic Approach 

One of the functions of the International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM), set out in paragraph 24 of the Overarching Policy Strategy of the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) is “to receive reports from all relevant stakeholders on progress in implementation of the Strategic Approach”, which will in turn provide information to allow the performance of other ICCM functions such as reviewing and evaluating SAICM implementation progress, taking strategic decisions, programming, prioritizing and updating SAICM as necessary; providing guidance on implementation; and reporting implementation progress to stakeholders.

At its second session in May 2009, ICCM is expected to develop guidance on modalities for reporting. During the intersessional period, draft reporting indicators and a baseline report have been developed through a Canadian-sponsored project, in consultation with an international project steering committee. The draft reporting indicators are being trialled voluntarily by a number of pilot countries and organizations. Further information is available at http://www.chem.unep.ch/saicm/Reporting/reporting1.htm. 
In a teleconference on 7 April 2008, the informal planning group assisting with preparations for the second session of ICCM agreed that in the absence of an established reporting mechanism at the present time it would be useful to provide an opportunity for all stakeholders to submit information on SAICM implementation progress on a similar basis to earlier reporting for regional meetings. The secretariat has accordingly prepared the attached questionnaire to serve as a provisional and supplementary mechanism to enable stakeholders to provide ICCM at its second session with information on their progress in implementing SAICM.  Responses to the questionnaire should be submitted to the SAICM secretariat  (by fax to: +41 22 797 3460, or by e‑mail to saicm@chemicals.unep.ch) by 30 November 2008.

In some instances, the questionnaire seeks information that is already publicly available, for example, whether a SAICM focal point has been nominated. Space for such information is provided for ease of reference of readers.

It should be stressed that the questionnaire is not being presented as a possible model for future SAICM reporting nor as a substitute for the detailed draft indicators and baseline report prepared under the Canadian-sponsored project mentioned above. Rather it is intended to provide a temporary mechanism to facilitate brief initial reporting for ICCM at its second session by all stakeholders who wish to do so, pending agreement at that session on reporting modalities and the participation of all stakeholders in a future reporting framework.
	Questionnaire for Governments on SAICM implementation 
for the information of the International Conference on Chemicals Management at its second session
	Please return by 30 November 2008 to:

SAICM secretariat

11–13 chemin des Anémones

CH-1219 Châtelaine, Geneva

Switzerland

Tel: +41 22 917 86 31

Fax: +41 22 797 34 60

E-mail: saicm@chemicals.unep.ch

	Government:


	Person submitting this questionnaire:

Mr. FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ms. FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Is this person the SAICM national focal point? Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
     

	Address:
	Functional Title:

	
	Department/Section:

	Phone:
	Fax:
	Email:

	Please answer the following questions. If the space is insufficient, respondents are welcome to attach additional information.



	1.   National coordination arrangements

a)  Has a SAICM National Focal Point been nominated? Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No FORMCHECKBOX 
     

b)  If yes, what sector does the National Focal Point work in? Agriculture FORMCHECKBOX 
  Environment FORMCHECKBOX 
  Health FORMCHECKBOX 
  Labour FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other FORMCHECKBOX 
            

c)  Have interministerial or inter-institutional coordination arrangements been put in place? Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
  No FORMCHECKBOX 
     
d)  If yes, please describe (e.g. composition of an interministerial committee, involvement of multilateral environmental agreement (MEA) focal points): 



	2.  Initial planning
a)  Has a planning meeting or meetings of national stakeholders been convened? Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No  FORMCHECKBOX 
     

b)  If yes, please elaborate (e.g. describe the nature of the meeting(s) and indicate which stakeholders participated):
c)  Has work commenced on preparing a national SAICM implementation plan? Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No  FORMCHECKBOX 
     

d)  If yes, please elaborate (e.g. indicate the timeframe for preparing the plan and note its relationship, if any, to previous plans such as national profiles or Stockholm Convention National Implementation Plans; describe the outcomes of any national capacity needs assessment and prioritization exercises undertaken):


	3.  Assessment of progress
a)  Indicate, below, each of the five categories of objectives set out in the SAICM Overarching Policy Strategy in which new and/or extended programmes, projects or activities have been undertaken by your Government as part of national implementation of SAICM:

(i)   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Risk reduction.   Describe:
(ii)  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Knowledge and information.  Describe:

(iii)  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Governance.   Describe:

(iv)  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Capacity-building and technical cooperation.   Describe:

(v)  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Illegal international traffic.   Describe:

b)  If desired, please attach a summary of new and/or extended programmes, projects and activities in relation to relevant work areas from among the 36 work areas set out in the SAICM Global Plan of Action.


	Other comments on SAICM implementation:



	

	Signature:

X
	Date:


� 	The second session of the International Conference on Chemicals Management will be held in Geneva, Switzerland, from 11 to 15 May 2009. 





