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An emerging policy issue involves any phase in the life cycle of a chemical and that has not yet been generally recognized, is insufficiently addressed or arises from the current level of scientific information and which may have significant adverse effects on human health or the environment .
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Steps for considering emerging policy issues by the International Conference on Chemicals Management*�*based on resolution II/4�





C.	Initial review and publication of submissions��(a)	Secretariat to check nominations against agreed criteria. Proponents will be contacted to provide any missing information;


(b)	Secretariat to compile a list of nominations, annotated with summary information on each of the criteria, similar nominations to be grouped;�(c)	Secretariat to publish nominations and invite comment 15 months ahead of the Conference;


(d)	Proponents may submit revised nomination (within 3 months – i.e., up to 12 months ahead of the Conference) and may join with other proponents;


(e)	Secretariat will consolidate a final list of nominations, annotated with a summary of information on each of the criteria.��





Submission of initial information ��(a) 	Why the issue is considered to be an emerging policy issue;


(b) 	How the issue meets the selection criteria:


(i) 	Magnitude of the problem and its impact on human health or the environment, taking into account vulnerable subpopulations and any toxicological and exposure data gaps; 


Extent to which the issue is being addressed by other bodies, particularly at the international level, and how it is related to, complements or does not duplicate such work; 


Existing knowledge and perceived gaps in understanding about the issue; 


(iv) 	Extent to which the issue is of a cross-cutting nature; 


Information on the anticipated deliverables from action on the issue.








Call for nominations ��Note: Deadline 18 months in advance of the next session of the Conference.





Inclusion of emerging policy issues on the provisional agenda of the Conference��Open-ended Working Group to review and prioritize proposals in preparation for the Conference. Submission of items on the agenda of the Conference to be in accordance with the rules of procedure.





Prioritization of submissions�


Regions may prioritize the issues by engaging with SAICM stakeholders including via regional and national focal points will be engaged in this process;�


Secretariat to compile submissions on the priority of issues.











2
3

