Report on nanotechnologies 

and manufactured nanomaterials
By resolution II/4 E of the International Conference on Chemicals Management, Governments and stakeholders were invited to develop a report focusing on nanotechnologies and manufactured nanomaterials including, in particular, issues of relevance to developing countries and countries with economies in transition. 

Following that invitation, the draft outline for the report, below, has been developed. The SAICM secretariat is inviting comments on the draft outline to be submitted to the SAICM secretariat until 1 May 2010 (saicm@unep.org).

The report will be prepared by the SAICM secretariat in early 2011. The development of the report will include an opportunity for the submission of information by SAICM stakeholders. Further information on the process will be made available in due course.
Draft Outline 
1. Introduction

Brief description of background, including reference to resolution II/4 adopted by the International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM) at its second session and the invitation contained therein that a report be developed for consideration by the Open-ended Working Group at its first meeting as well as third session of the ICCM. Highlight that the report should focus, in particular, on issues of relevance to developing countries and economies in transition.
2. Scientific understanding of nanomaterials and nanotechnologies
Recent research on the specifics of nanomaterials that would enable wider understanding of ‘the science’. This could include papers on definitions of nanomaterials, metrology (measurement) and literature reviews concerning specific nanomaterials.

3. Risk management:

Resolution II/4 adopted by the ICCM at its second session recognized the potential risks to human health, including in the workplace, and to the environment. This section could include papers on:

a. Cross-cutting issues

Examination of issues that cut across individual elements of risk management, for example, the use of life cycle analysis tools, broad assessments of risk and how to take forward the wider management of nanomaterials and nanotechnologies.

b. Human health
Research that has been undertaken on the potential risks to human health, and how these could be minimized and managed.

c. Occupational/worker related issues
Discussion of the potential risk of various nanomaterials to those who work with them in their production, use and disposal, and how those potential risks could be minimized and managed.
d. The environment
Research that has been undertaken on the potential risks to the environment, and how these could be minimized and managed.  
4. Economic and social impact
Assessments of the social and economic impacts and likely costs and benefits of nanotechnologies and the use of nanomaterials. Information on toolkits for such assessments.
5. Ethical issues 
Exploration of the ethical implications of producing, using and disposing of nanomaterials and nanotechnologies, and how potential differences e.g. geographical or societal distributions, could result in varying impacts.
6. Public dialogue and wider engagement 

Evaluation of efforts to communicate with stakeholders and the public, and create a constructive dialogue concerning developments in nanotechnologies. Information on toolkits for use by Governments and other stakeholders to facilitate these aims.

7. Learning, training and capacity building 

Work that has been (or could be) done to build capacity and understanding on the issues highlighted above, especially within developing countries and economies in transition.

8. Conclusion

Summary of findings in particular with regard to issues of relevance to developing countries and economies in transition.
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