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Press Release
UN Chemicals Conference Ends on Positive Note

GENEVA, 15 May 2009 - The second International Conference on Chemicals Management - ICCM2 - has ended here, with significant progress in several key areas and greater clarity on its priorities for future work.

The ICCM is the governing body of the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management, SAICM, which is part of the United Nations Environment Programme.

The co-ordinator of the SAICM secretariat, Matthew Gubb, said: "The Conference has been a major milestone in the evolution of SAICM, taking us beyond the establishment phase to new challenges and equipping us for accelerated implementation in the years ahead. SAICM has already been successful with its Quick Start Programme, a start-up trust fund which is currently running projects worth USD 20 million in close to 80 countries."

But he added: "The Conference considered that more efforts were necessary to achieve the goal of minimizing the risks of chemicals to human health and the environment."

ICCM2 held two high-level round-tables, one on finance and the other on public health, the environment and chemicals management.

Concrete results from the conference, attended by almost 800 delegates, included agreement to take forward work on five emerging issues - nanotechnology, e-waste, lead in paint, chemicals in everyday products, and perfluorinated chemicals.

These are used for treating surfaces to make them resistant to heat, corrosion and other problems, but, like the chemicals known as POPs - persistent organic pollutants - they are toxic and accumulate in the body, and are easily transported for long distances.

The agreement to develop work on these five problems means SAICM - which is not itself an organisation that can develop international legislation - will soon be better able to advise governments concerned about the impacts on their countries.

ICCM2 also agreed that the linkages between health, sustainable development and chemicals management should be accentuated, and laid the groundwork for substantially augmented financing for international chemicals management work.

It was agreed to hold the third meeting of the International Conference on Chemicals Management, ICCM3, in 2012. No decision was reached on the venue.

ends

Notes to Editors:

About SAICM:

The Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) is a policy framework. SAICM has as its overall objective the achievement of the sound management of chemicals throughout their life cycle so that, by 2020, chemicals are produced and used in ways that minimize significant adverse impacts on human health and the environment. This "2020 goal" was adopted by the World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002 as part of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation.

SAICM comprises the Dubai Declaration on International Chemicals Management, expressing high-level political commitment to SAICM, and an Overarching Policy Strategy which sets out its scope, needs, objectives, financial considerations, underlying principles and approaches and implementation and review arrangements.

Objectives are grouped under five themes: risk reduction; knowledge and information; governance; capacity-building and technical cooperation; and illegal international traffic.

The Declaration and Strategy are accompanied by a Global Plan of Action, a working tool and guidance document to support implementation of SAICM and other relevant international initiatives.
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