6 February 2006


Updated note by the secretariat
High-level round-table discussion on public health, the environment and chemicals management to be held during the second session of the International Conference on Chemicals Management

Friday 15 May 2009, 9 a.m. to 10.30 a.m.

Introduction 

1.
For the informal discussions held in Rome on 23 and 24 October 2008 to assist preparations for the second session of the Conference the secretariat prepared a note which described the format for a high-level round table discussion on public health, the environment and chemicals, the theme of the discussion and the venue and date.  This note was the outcome of a process of consultation with stakeholders on various aspects of the high-level segment.  The following information updates the earlier note from the informal discussions.  A further update will be available in the coming weeks. 
Background

2.
The International Conference on Chemicals Management agreed at its first session that its future sessions should be held back-to-back with meetings of governing bodies of relevant intergovernmental organizations to enhance synergies and cost-effectiveness and to promote the Strategic Approach’s multisectoral nature. The present session of the Conference has been scheduled to take place from 11 to 15 May 2009, immediately before the sixty-second World Health Assembly.

3.
During its consultations on preparations for the present session of the Conference, the secretariat received submissions suggesting that public health issues should be highlighted at the session, including during the high-level segment.  Interventions at meetings of countries from Latin America and the Caribbean and the “EU-JUSSCANNZ”
 group were to the same effect.  This is consistent with an increased appreciation of public health issues by recent governing bodies of international chemicals management instruments.  For example, the overall theme of the ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal, Bali, 23-27 June 2008 was “Waste management for human health and livelihood” and that of the high-level segment of the fourth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade, Rome, 27-31 October 2008 was “Sound chemicals management: relieving the burden on public health”.  
4.
The need for a significant strengthening of national and global efforts to support national disease prevention, surveillance and response systems including public health events involving chemicals is being considered as part of implementation of the International Health Regulations (2005) which is legally-binding on 194 countries.  In its submission on emerging policy issues for consideration at the present session of the Conference, the World Health Organization (WHO) has in addition drawn attention to roles and responsibilities faced by the health sector due to increased production and use of chemicals in developing countries and those in economic transition.  Consultations with stakeholders in preparation for the present session of the Conference have supported the inclusion of this emerging policy issue in the matters to be addressed by the high-level round table. 
Format of the high-level round-table discussion

5.
The round-table discussion will include 6-8 participants comprising ministers, high-level officials of the WHO and other stakeholders. Participants will bring views from different regional perspectives, from the public and private sectors and from fields such as health, environment, finance and development assistance.  Discussions will be facilitated by a professional moderator who will provide a summary of the key messages by way of conclusion.   

6.
The outcomes of a high-level round table on public health, the environment and chemicals could be annexed to the report of the session and communicated to the sixty-second session of the World Health Assembly. 

Theme of the discussion

7.
The theme of the round-table discussion will be “public health, the environment and chemicals management”.  Over the past decade, scientists have made significant progress in measuring the impacts of environmental hazards on human health. They have combined the best available monitoring data on levels of exposure to environmental risk factors with the results of epidemiological studies of their effects on various diseases to estimate the total burden of disease that results from environmental risks. It is estimated that up to one‑third of disease burdens are attributable to environmental factors.  Sound chemicals management plays a significant role in reducing these burdens. Particularly notable public health issues to be addressed include preventable cancers; the need to protect vulnerable population groups including children; workers’ health; the number of preventable chemicals incidents and events of international concern; and the impact of poverty.  A number of significant successes have already been achieved as a result of joint action from environment and health sectors 
8.
Our understanding is incomplete as to which public health policies are needed to guide planning for development assistance in the area of chemicals management to reduce the burden of disease caused by environmental exposures to chemicals.  For example, whereas the curative aspects of health care constitute one of the largest components of development assistance at some $7.9 billion per year, the extent of development assistance in support of preventive actions is unclear, particularly bearing in mind that health co-benefits of actions taken in sectors other than health are very much part of the preventive solution..  Taking full advantage of the opportunities that may arise from a better understanding of the burden of disease that is environmentally-determined remains a challenge for most countries.  The inability to do so impedes achievement of both the Millennium Development Goals and the goals set out in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development.

9.
There is thus a substantial need to strengthen the capacity of the health sector to deal with chemical-related disease burdens, including those caused by environmental exposures, incident outbreaks, alerts and responses, and to address emerging issues.  Establishing links to the implementation of international chemicals agreements could be a stronger component of an effective public health approach to the sound management of chemicals.   

10.
It is envisaged that the round-table participants will discuss a report to be launched at the second session of the Conference describing a need for health and other sectors to adopt a more preventive approach to the control of chemical-related burdens of disease, and opportunities for them to do so, together with the costs to multiple sectors of inaction. 

Venue and date

11.
The high-level round-table discussion will take place on Friday, 15 May 2009, from 9 a.m. to 10.30 a.m.  No other events will be scheduled for that time period. 

_______________________

� 	The abbreviation EU-JUSSCANNZ refers to the member States of the European Union, Japan, the United States of America, Switzerland, Canada, Australia, Norway and New Zealand. Mexico and the Republic of Korea, while not core members of the group, are associated with it
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