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1.
The Friends of the Secretariat held a teleconference on 26 February 2009 to assist with the preparations for the high-level round table on finance, scheduled to be held on Thursday 14 May 2009 during the second session of the International Conference on Chemicals Management. The purpose of the teleconference was to exchange views on the preparations for the round table including with regard to its proposed modalities and supporting documentation. The teleconference took place on the understanding that the Friends of the SAICM secretariat would serve as an advisory body, offering guidance and comments to the preparations undertaken by the secretariat, and not a decision-making group.

Participation 

2.
The following stakeholder representatives participated in the teleconference: 

(a)
Governments, represented by official SAICM regional focal points (in this case Japan, Romania and Sweden) [Absent: Nigeria, Argentina], plus up to two regional representatives per region, (in this case Belarus, Switzerland, and the United States) [Absent: Iran, Thailand, Egypt, Georgia, Jamaica and Cuba]. The Czech Republic also participated.

(b)
Non-governmental organizations, represented by the Environmental Health Fund (EHF, for public interest NGOs), the International Society of Doctors for the Environment (ISDE, for the health sector), and the International Council of Chemical Associations (ICCA, for industry). 

(c) 
Intergovernmental organizations represented by UNEP [Absent: FAO, ILO, WHO]

(d)
In addition to the representatives of the Friends of the Secretariat referred to above, the moderator of both round tables, Mr. Paul Hohnen, participated in the teleconference with a view to enabling a mutually beneficial exchange in preparation for the round table. 

Facilitator
3.
The representative of the Government of Sweden agreed to facilitate discussions at the teleconference. 

Adoption of agenda

4.
The draft agenda prepared by the secretariat was adopted with no amendments.  

Discussion on the preparations for the high-level round table  

5.
The Friends had before them three documents outlining the secretariat’s proposals on the round table concept, protocols and issues to be discussed. The discussions were structured accordingly with relevant issues being discussed in relation to the content of each document.

6.
 In relation to the concept note on the High-level round table on finance, introduced by the secretariat, broad support was voiced for the approach envisaged therein and several participants expressed their appreciation that comments from previous consultations had been duly incorporated. In response to a question the secretariat and the moderator jointly clarified that the round table was not intended to arrive at a politically negotiated conclusion, but rather to feed into negotiations by offering a discussion forum, where key issues could be addressed and ideas developed freely with a view to generating further momentum for the successful conclusion of formal negotiations. The form and contents of potential linkages between the round table and the formal negotiation process would depend on the nature of the outcome envisaged for the latter as well as the scope of convergence identified by stakeholders during the panel discussion. Suggestions were made as to additional emphasis on private sector and industry participation, and measures for tracking progress made (or lack thereof) as well as to specify roles and responsibilities of all stakeholders. It was commonly highlighted that planning and time-management were key to ensuring efficient use of the limited time available. 

7. 
The document outlining the protocols of the round table, which the Friends had before them, was introduced by the moderator. The moderator informed the Friends of his intention to engage in consultations with panellists in preparation of the round table to ensure effective management of the discussions based on the principles outlined in the paper. It moreover followed from the envisaged non-committal format and modalities of the round table that the reading of statements would be discouraged in order to enable a free-flowing discussion that offered added value to the formal and informal discussions throughout the second session of the Conference. It was suggested and agreed upon that the protocols document should be available to all, not only to the panellists. One participant sought further clarification on the reference to political commitment in the draft document.

8. 
With regard to the list of issues to be discussed, comments were made as to the need to frame the discussion by providing presentations on a range of introductory issues referred to therein (items 1 and 2). The moderator shared his expectation that individual panellists would take the lead in addressing different issues in order to facilitate focussed discussions on key topics. Consultations would be undertaken with panellists in preparation to that effect. While one representative argued that the needs assessment referred to in the document (item 2) should primarily be seen as an important precursor of the main issues to be addressed, another representative advised that it should not be seen as an introductory question only as it went to the heart of the issues to be discussed. The view was shared that the main focus of the discussions should be on the identification of options and synergies for financing chemicals management (item 4). Against the background of the current global situation, one commentator noted, the emphasis needed to be on optimizing and enhancing the benefits of existing means, rather than the allocation of additional resources. In relation to assessing the needs for modifying existing financial arrangements it was suggested that considerations as to the feasibility of such endeavours should be included. It was furthermore proposed that references to timing and availability of funds be added to the discussion of options for sustainable funding mechanisms. Finally, it was suggested that additional references be made to industry, such as in relation to corporate social responsibility and the identification of shortfalls.

9.
The secretariat agreed to develop further the documents discussed on the basis of the comments received during the teleconference and thereafter, if applicable.

______________________
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