CSD-18 Learning Centre


An introduction to the 

Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management

“Working towards the 2020 goal of sound chemicals management worldwide”

Organized by the SAICM secretariat and the Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals

3 p.m. to 6 p.m., Wednesday 5 May 2010

Conference Room D, North Lawn Building

	SAICM, the development of which was endorsed by the World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002, was adopted by the international community in 2006. Its overall objective is the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation goal that by 2020 chemicals are produced and used in ways that minimize significant adverse impacts on human health and the environment. SAICM is a voluntary agreement that provides a policy framework to advance the sound management of chemicals based on objectives relating to risk reduction, knowledge and information, governance, capacity-building and illegal traffic. It is distinguished by its comprehensive scope, multisectoral and multistakeholder engagement, emphasis on chemicals management as a cross-cutting sustainable development issues and endorsement at the highest levels.
The Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals (IOMC) is a coordination mechanism initiated at the 1992 Rio Conference on Environment and Development. Together the seven participating organizations (FAO, ILO, OECD, UNEP, UNIDO, UNITAR and WHO) and two observers (UNDP and the World Bank) comprise the pre-eminent grouping of intergovernmental organizations engaged in chemicals management issues.

The learning centre will provide an introduction to SAICM and the work of the IOMC participating organizations. It will explore the significance of SAICM from the perspective of the main stakeholder groups, including Governments, intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental organizations, industry and the scientific community. Practical examples of work being undertaken to implement SAICM will be provided, based on the strategic priorities of SAICM’s Quick Start Programme. The role of SAICM as an organizing mechanism that meets the goals of CSD will also be explained.
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A cooperative agreement among FAQ, ILO, UNEP, UNIDO, UNITAR, WHO and OECD
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