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Introduction:

The present paper is submitted by the Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) regional focal point of the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) on behalf of the SAICM Regional Coordinating Committee, which held its second meeting in Santiago, Chile, on 15 and 16 November 2009.
 It outlines SAICM implementation activities as well as priorities in the LAC region, as identified by the SAICM Regional Coordinating Committee, for the information of the third Regional Implementation Forum on Sustainable Development and its consideration of chemicals. It should be noted that the priorities and recommendations referred to throughout the paper will be further considered at the full regional meeting, which is scheduled to be convened in March 2010. Accordingly, pending formal regional endorsement at that meeting, they are preliminary in nature.

Linkages between SAICM and the Commission on Sustainable Development:
SAICM is a global policy framework adopted in 2006 in Dubai to promote chemical safety around the world. SAICM facilitates a strategic approach towards the achievement of the 2020 goal of sound chemicals management, as provided for in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation. It is draws on and seeks to reinforce the implementation of applicable international chemicals management agreements by offering a holistic policy framework to facilitate synergies, mutual implementation benefits and avoid duplication. Accordingly, the Strategic Approach is not intended as an initiative, which replaces pre-existing binding and non-binding instruments relevant to chemicals management, but rather as a strategic policy framework under which the sound management of chemicals can be promoted holistically drawing on such instruments.
 

While SAICM itself reflects a high level commitment, the achievement of this goal continues to require concerted efforts at all levels, including at the, national, sub-regional and regional levels. It also continues to require the multi-sectoral and multi-stakeholder approach to the sound management of chemicals which is at the heart of SAICM.

The sound management of chemicals cannot be seen in isolation of sustainable development, but rather as an integral part thereof. It is a cross-cutting issue that concerns several sectors, including environment and health, and relates to other thematic areas to be discussed during the Commission on Sustainable Development’s 2010-2011 cycle (CSD-18 and 19), namely transport, mining, sustainable production and consumption, and waste management. It is also an issue directly linked to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, such as in relation to poverty eradication, improvement of human health and the environment.

SAICM and the Latin America and the Caribbean region:
In the Declaration of Mar del Plata, adopted on 17 June 2005, the Meeting of Ministers of Health and Environment of the Americas had formulated a cooperative agenda for the region, which highlighted the sound management of chemicals as a priority issue and which fully corresponds with the objectives and goals of SAICM. Since then, the region has been very active in SAICM implementation activities, seeking multi-stakeholder and multi-sectoral involvement at the national, sub-regional and regional levels. Under SAICM’s Quick Start Programme (QSP), funding has been approved for 23 government-led projects and two civil society projects in the region. Furthermore, the region has established a SAICM Regional Coordination Committee, chaired by the SAICM regional focal point, to facilitate information sharing as well as expertise and to facilitate the identification of regional priorities for action with respect to SAICM implementation at the sub-regional and regional levels. At the global level, including within the International Conference on Chemicals Management, the region has actively pursued the identification of emerging policy issues as well as the enhancement of synergies with the main chemicals Conventions.
 Further information on regional implementation activities is contained in the information paper submitted by the SAICM secretariat.

Challenges to SAICM implementation:
Significant progress in SAICM implementation has been achieved, yet challenges remain towards the accomplishment of the goal of sound chemicals management by 2020. More capacity building is required, including by moving from ‘initial enabling activities’ as currently funded under the QSP to the provision of support to more substantive chemicals management issues. Great disparity continues to exist among sub-regions and within sub-regions in respect of capacity to manage chemicals in a sound manner. The risk of exposure to chemicals of vulnerable groups (women, children, workers and the elderly) is still an issue which needs to be seriously addressed. There is a need for greater involvement of sectors, other than the environment sector, into SAICM implementation at the national, sub-regional and regional levels, particularly health, labour and agriculture. It should be noted, however, that an attempt is being made to strengthen the engagement of the health sector through the development of a health sector strategy as foreseen by the International Conference on Chemicals Management at its second session. Similarly, there is a need for greater stakeholder involvement in SAICM implementation at the local, national, sub-regional and regional levels, particularly civil society, academia and the general public. Last but not least, the need remains for greater sector-specific and education and awareness raising programmes with respect to sound chemicals management.

Overview of priorities:
In tackling these challenges, the region is facing a number of priorities. While the region is yet to have its second full regional meeting on SAICM scheduled for March 2010, where its regional priorities and recommendations are to be further discussed, the following priority areas can be identified on a preliminary basis: Prevention of illegal traffic of hazardous chemicals and wastes; risk reduction on PBTs;
 heavy metals (particularly mercury and lead); Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals (GHS); protection of highly vulnerable and at risk groups from exposure to toxic chemicals; hazardous wastes reduction and management, including e-waste; safe alternatives for the progressive elimination of highly hazardous pesticides; remediation of contaminated sites; planning and response for emergencies involving chemicals; chemicals in products; development of Pollutants Release and Transfer Registers at national and regional levels.

Preliminary recommendations:
Against the background of the challenges and priorities identified and without prejudice to other measures to be discussed in this forum, the following preliminary recommendations can be made based on the region’s lessons learned in SAICM implementation to date:

· Integrated approach at the national, sub-regional and regional levels is required for the successful achievement of sound chemicals management, including cooperation and coordination between CSD focal points and National SAICM focal points.

· Further engagement of the sub-regional integration bodies (CARICOM, Andean Community, MERCOSUR etc) into the development and implementation of programmes focused on sound chemicals management is necessary.

· Strong emphasis needs to be placed on the mainstreaming of sound chemicals management into national sustainable development plans and programmes.

· An increase in the donor base (IADB, CBD etc), particularly at the regional level, is needed to facilitate the financing of sound chemicals management initiatives.

· We also need increased involvement of the relevant regional development agencies in SAICM implementation at the national, regional and sub-regional levels, including PAHO, ILO, FAO and UNECLAC (particularly capacity building activities).

· We would encourage States, which have not yet done so, to develop SAICM national implementation plans. It should be noted that the development of a regional implementation plan will be discussed by the region at its forthcoming SAICM meeting.

Conclusion:
In conclusion, the importance of the CSD’s consideration of chemicals, including through this regional meeting, for the future development and implementation of SAICM needs to be emphasized. The recommendations arising out of the CSD policy review year (2011) will form an important input to the discussions at the third session of the International Conference on Chemicals Management, to be convened in 2012.

� The Regional Coordinating Committee membership is as follows: the regional focal point/Chair (Jamaica); Regional representatives on the Quick Start Programme Executive Board (Barbados); SAICM national focal point[s] from each of the Latin American and Caribbean sub-regions (Guyana for the English-speaking Caribbean; Ecuador for South America; Cuba for Spanish-speaking Mesoamerica and Haiti); One representative from a non-governmental organization in each of the following four sectors: industry (ICCA), trade union (Chemicals Workers Union from ABC Region/CUT), public interest (CAATA) and science (ISDE); One representative of a key regional organization (OAS) on a rotational basis; One representative from a participating organization of the Inter�Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals with a significant regional chemical safety program (UNITAR); The immediate past SAICM regional focal point (Argentine). More information is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.saicm.org" ��http://www.saicm.org�.


� These are referred to in Section VI of the OPS.


� Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions , and ILO Conventions 170 and 174. 


� SAICM, Information Note for the Regional Implementation Meeting of the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, 1 September 2009.


� Persistent, bioaccumulative and Toxic Substances (PBT); very persistent and very bioaccumulative substances; chemicals that are carcinogens or mutagens or that adversely affect inter alia the reproductive, endocrine, immune and nervous system; persistent organic pollutants (POPS) as described in Activities 54 to 56 of the SAICM Global Plan of Action.
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