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Annex B
Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management

Notes prepared by participants in the Asia-Pacific regional meeting on SAICM, Beijing, 23-24 November 2009, for use by the SAICM regional focal point during the 

Regional Implementation Meeting on Sustainable Development, 

Bangkok, 30 November - 1 December 2009

Background
1.
During its 2010-2011 work cycle, the Commission on Sustainable Development will consider chemicals management issues. In its resolution II/7, the International Conference on Chemicals Management encouraged SAICM stakeholders to participate in the Commission’s consideration of chemicals, including through regional preparatory processes. In preparation for the 18th session of the Commission (New York, May 2010), the United Nations regional economic commissions are organizing Regional Implementation Meetings (“RIMs”). The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific is convening the RIM for its region in Bangkok for 30 November-1 December 2009. The RIM will be attended by the SAICM regional focal point. 

2.
The present notes are intended to provide the regional focal point with an indication of issues of interest to SAICM stakeholders in the Asia-Pacific region which he should bear in mind when participating in the RIM and, to the extent possible, try to have reflected in the RIM outcomes. The list of issues reflects resolution II/7 of the International Conference, the thought-starter contained in document SAICM/RM/AP.2/INF/4 prepared by the secretariat for the Beijing meeting and discussion at that meeting.

Issues highlighted by participants in the Asia-Pacific regional meeting on SAICM 

(a)
The recognition in SAICM of the close relationship between the sound management of chemicals and sustainable development, and the implications of this for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;

(b)
The progress achieved in fostering synergies between the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions and with the Strategic Approach and the value of this in improving the effectiveness of multilateral environmental agreements and processes;
 

(c)
The desirability of exploring the role of the private sector in supporting the global of sound management of chemicals;

(d)
The large proportion of populations of developing countries, such as those in the Asia-Pacific region, which continues to work in agriculture and through that can be exposed to toxic pesticides if those are not soundly managed;

(e)
The reliance by people in developing countries on food susceptible to contamination by hazardous chemicals, such as fish contaminated by mercury;

(f)
The continuing inadequacy and inaccessibility of information on the hazardous properties of chemicals in daily use, especially in developing countries;

(g)
The importance attached by the Asia-Pacific region to ensuring the availability of adequate and sustainable financial resources to support the sound management of chemicals and the emphasis given in SAICM to mainstreaming sound chemicals management in development strategies and assistance efforts; 
(h)
The need to promote the establishment of a chemicals window in the Global Environment Facility;

(i)
The role of SAICM as an overarching policy framework to enhance coherence and reduce duplication in efforts to further the sound management of chemicals at the global, regional and national levels;

(j)
The fulfilment in 2006 of the objective of developing SAICM, as set out in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation adopted by the World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002, and the progress achieved thus far in SAICM implementation;

(k)
The role of SAICM in facilitating the achievement of the aim of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation that, by 2020, chemicals should be produced and used in ways that minimize significant adverse effects on human health and the environment;

(l)
The importance of multisectoral and multistakeholder engagement in SAICM implementation and the formal recognition of SAICM by the governing bodies and its incorporation in the work programmes of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the International Labour Organisation, the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, the United Nations Environment Programme, the United Nations Industrial Development Organization, the United Nations Institute for Training and Research and the World Health Organization;

(m)
The desirability of mutual recognition by the Commission on Sustainable Development and the International Conference on Chemicals Management of their respective work on chemicals issues;

(n)
The role of the International Conference on Chemicals Management as the established high-level global forum on overall chemicals policy issues;

(o)
The function of the International Conference on Chemicals Management of focusing attention and calling for action on emerging policy issues as they arise and forging consensus on priorities for cooperative action, including, potentially, issues that might be forwarded to it following initial consideration by the Commission on Sustainable Development;

(p)
The interest of the Asia-Pacific region in further action on the emerging policy issues of chemicals in products, hazardous substances within the life cycle of electrical and electronic products and nanotechnologies and manufactured nanomaterials and lead in paint following their consideration at the second session of the International Conference on Chemicals Management. 
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� ICCM resolution II/7, paragraph 5


� ICCM resolution II/7, paragraph 8


� ICCM resolution II/7, paragraph 7





