Terms of Reference for the Asia-Pacific Regional Focal Point

1. The Asia-Pacific Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) Regional Focal Point assumes the following roles and responsibilities with assistance from the SAICM Secretariat.
Information exchange

(a) To facilitate information collection and exchange in order to achieve effective communication among national focal points, the SAICM secretariat and stakeholders;
(b) To facilitate regional meetings and other related activities as a basis for the implementation of SAICM;
(c) To facilitate the sharing of experiences relating to implementation of SAICM activities by countries and other stakeholders within the region;
Liaison point
(d) To serve as a liaison point with the SAICM secretariat and the other regional focal points;
(e) To work closely with the regional representatives on the Quick Start Programme Executive Board in order to identify potential sources of funds for SAICM related programmes and activities;  

(f) To nominate an alternate person to represent the regional focal point in meetings related to SAICM programmes and activities; 

Promoting consultation

(g) To take account of concerns and input from national focal points and stakeholders in respect of SAICM related programmes and activities;
(h) To collate progress reports from national focal points, and make them available to the stakeholders;
(i) To convene regional meetings as appropriate; 

(j) To seek assistance on specific tasks from national focal points, if required.
2. The term of office of the Asia-Pacific Regional Focal Point shall continue until such date as a new regional focal point is appointed by the Asia-Pacific region at the next regular session of the International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM). The appointment of the regional focal point should be made on a rotational basis among countries of the Asia-Pacific region. If the regional focal point is unable to carry out his functions, the Government from which the regional focal point was nominated may provide an alternative. 

