Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM)

Planning for regional meetings in the 2006-2009 intersessional period

Second teleconference with SAICM regional focal points and other stakeholders on Monday 26 June 2006 

(Brief record of the discussion, also incorporating information provided in secretariat notes beforehand.)
1.
The purpose of the teleconference was to facilitate updates from SAICM regional focal points and other stakeholders on planning for the regional meetings called for in the SAICM Overarching Poliy Strategy and resolution I/1 of the International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM).  

2.
Participants in the teleconference were four SAICM regional focal points (Ms. Abiola Olanipekun of Nigeria for Africa; Mr. Eisaku Toda of Japan for Asia-Pacific; Ms. Rodica Morohoi of Romania for Central and Eastern Europe; and Ms. Jane Stratford of the United Kingdom for Western Europe and Others), along with Ms. Daina Ozola of Latvia (host country for the upcoming Central and Eastern European meeting), Mr. Tim Meredith of WHO on behalf of the Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals, Mr. Bjorn Erikson of the International Council of Free Trade Unions, Mr. Jack Weinberg of the Environmental Health Fund and Ms. Birgit Engelhardt of the International Council of Chemical Associations.  Three intending participants were unable to be joined to the teleconference: Mr Tarek El Ruby of Egypt (host country for the upcoming African regional meeting), Mr Gonzalo Entenza of Argentina (regional focal point for Latin America and the Caribbean) and Mr. Jamidu Katima of the University of Dar-es-Salaam.
3.
The agenda for the teleconference was:



1)
Opening and roll call.

2) 
Adoption of the agenda.

3)
Briefing by the African regional focal point on the 13-15 June 2006 meeting of the African Core Group and planning for the African regional meeting to be held in Cairo, 11-14 September 2006.

4)
Updates on planning for other regional meetings.
5)
Other current SAICM matters:
(a)
Quick Start Programme


(b)
Nomination of SAICM national focal points
(c)
Establishment of the SAICM secretariat



6)
Next teleconference/meeting

Briefing by the African regional focal point
4.
Ms Olanipekun provided a briefing on the meeting of the Africa Core Group on SAICM, held in Cairo, Egypt, from 13 to 15 June 2006 to discuss the initial work in implementing the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) in the region and to prepare for the full African regional meeting on SAICM in September, 2006. The meeting was organized in collaboration with the Egyptian Environment Affairs Agency, Ministry of State for the Environment, with financial support from the Swiss Agency for Development and Corporation (SDC).

5.
The African Core Group (ACG) on SAICM was established at the first session of the SAICM Preparatory Committee, held in Bangkok in November 2003. The Group comprises representatives of eleven governments, namely Algeria, Burundi, Cameroon, Egypt, Ghana, Kenya, Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania and Zimbabwe, Nigeria (chair) and engaged representatives of non-governmental organizations in its work.  The ACG was primarily set up to facilitate regional coordination during the SAICM development process and to prepare for effective implementation of SAICM in Africa. ACG meeting on 13-15 June was attended by representatives of the Governments of Egypt, Nigeria, Kenya, Algeria, Morocco, Burundi, South Africa and Zimbabwe, as well as NGOs (International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU) and the University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania) and the SAICM secretariat.
6.
The ACG agreed on a provisional agenda for the full Africa regional meeting which will be held in Cairo, from 11 to 14 September 2006 and agreed to work on other key papers for the meeting, including a further revision of the draft regional action plan for SAICM implementation. Draft terms of reference for the regional focal point, regional representatives on the Quick Start Programme Executive Board and the African Core Group were developed by the ACG for consideration at the regional meeting. Invitations will be issued in late June and will include a request for Governments and organizations to submit information in advance on their SAICM implementation activities. Travel funding will be provided for one participant from each African Government, as well as a number of non-governmental organizations and regional organizations.  The African Core Group will meet on Sunday 10 September at the venue.
7.
The draft report of the meeting (still subject to comment from participants before finalization) is reproduced in appendix I of the present note.

8.
In response to questions, teleconference participants were advised that the ACG had recommended that non-African Governments (such as those of West Asian countries) should be able to attend the African regional meeting as observers; and that references to “regional organizations” in the ACG report did not encompass the regional offices of global intergovernmental organizations, but this reflected a focus by the ACG on encouraging the engagement of regional organizations and did not imply an exclusion of cooperation with the regional offices of global intergovernmental organizations;
Updates on planning for other regional meetings
Asia-Pacific

9.
The regional focal point reported that the Government of Thailand had agreed, in principle, to host an Asia-Pacific regional meeting on SAICM. This would likely be held on either 9-11 or 11-13 December 2006, after the ASEAN Ministerial forum on health and environment.  
Central and Eastern Europe

10.
Teleconference participants were informed that the Government of Latvia had agreed to host a regional meeting for Central and Eastern Europe in Riga. Dates of 11-12 December 2006 were proposed. 
Western European and Others Group
11.
The regional focal point reported that the Government of Spain had tentatively agreed to host an “EU-JUSSCANNZ” meeting in Barcelona from 20-22 November 2007. Consultations with Governments in the groups were ongoing. It was expected that the meeting would be open to non-governmental and intergovernmental organizations. 
Latin America and the Caribbean

12.
The SAICM secretariat informed the teleconference participants that the secretariat of the Basel Convention and UNEP Chemicals had suggested that a meeting on PCBs be held in conjunction with a SAICM regional meeting for Latin America and the Caribbean in February 2007, possibly in one of the cities where Basel Convention Regional Centres are located. 

Sub-regional meetings

13.
The secretariat noted that it would necessarily give priority to organizing at least one meeting for each of the five United Nations regions during the 2006-2009 ICCM intersessional period. It will also be necessary, for practical and financial reasons, to avoid a proliferation of meetings. The secretariat will nevertheless take note of proposals for other meetings at the sub-regional level, which in some cases may be an effective vehicle for facilitating SAICM implementation, particularly in the larger and more diverse regions. The African region has indicated interest in future sub-regional meetings, should this be possible. Similar interest has also been expressed in relation to the Arab, Pacific Island and South Asian regions. It is likely that the holding of such meetings would be subject to availability of specific sponsorship by an interested donor and/or host Government.
Funding for regional meetings
14.
The secretariat has sufficient funds in hand to proceed with the African regional meeting and has received a tentative pledge from a donor sufficient to cover another small regional meeting or part of a larger regional meeting.  Fundraising efforts continue. An official SAICM fundraising letter from the UNEP Executive Director is being dispatched.

Other current SAICM matters
15.
The secretariat reminded teleconference participants of that the deadline for the first round of applications for the Quick Start Programme trust fund is 18 August 2006. 

16.
The secretariat provided a status report on the nomination of SAICM national focal points and asked regional focal points to encourage further nominations, noting that all trust fund project applications needed to be submitted via the national focal points. The status report is reproduced in appendix II to the present report.
17.
Teleconference participants were briefed on progress in establishing the SAICM secretariat. It was hoped that three of the five professional staff positions would be filled shortly and the others in early 2007. In the meantime, the secretariat was being staffed on an interim basis.  Mr Erikson advised that discussions were under way with ILO and others concerning the possible secondment of a labour sector person to work with the SAICM secretariat. The secretariat responded that while it would welcome such a contribution, it had not received any communication on the matter.
Next teleconference/meeting
18. 
It was agreed that the teleconference participants should meet in Cairo on the evening of Sunday 10 September, i.e. the eve of the African regional meeting. Those unable to be present could be linked by telephone. 
Appendix I
Meeting of the African Core Group on the

Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management

Cairo, Egypt, 13-15 June 2006

DRAFT REPORT

(As completed by the chair in consultation with the secretariat, 23 June 2006. To be circulated for review by ACG participants before finalization.)

________________________________________________________________________  

Introduction 

1.
The Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) was adopted by the International Conference on Chemicals Management at its first session, which was held in Dubai from 4 to 6 February 2007. An African Core Group (ACG) was established at the first session of the Preparatory Committee for the Development of SAICM, held in Bangkok, Thailand, in November 2003, to facilitate regional coordination during the SAICM development process and to prepare for the effective implementation of SAICM in Africa. The ACG comprises representatives of eleven governments, namely Algeria, Burundi, Cameroon, Egypt, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania and Zimbabwe, and has been chaired by Nigeria. The ACG has also engaged representatives of non-governmental organizations in its work. The ACG met in Cairo, Egypt, from 13 to 15 June 2006, under the auspices of H.E. Eng. Maged George, Minister of State for Environmental Affairs of the Arab Republic of Egypt, to discuss implementation of SAICM in Africa and preparations for a regional meeting to be held in Cairo from 11 to14 September 2006. The ACG meeting was funded by the Governments of Egypt and Switzerland.

Opening and organizational matters

2.
The meeting was opened at 9.00 a.m. on Tuesday, 13 June 2006, by Dr Mousa Ibrahim Mousa, First Under-Secretary of the Egyptian Ministry of State for Environmental Affairs. Opening statements were also made by Ms Abiola Olanipekum of the Nigerian Federal Ministry of Environment (Regional Focal Point for Africa) and by the SAICM secretariat. The meeting elected Ms. Olanipekun to chair the meeting and adopted the following agenda. 

1.
Opening of the meeting.

2.
Adoption of the agenda.

3.
African implementation of SAICM.

(a)
Priority setting of concrete activities for implementation of SAICM at sub-regional and national levels (especially Quick Start Programme projects);

(b)
Finalization of the regional action plan;

(c)
Development of a strategy for regional harmonization of SAICM implementation;

(d)
Defining the involvement of regional and sub-regional groups within the SAICM framework;

(e)
Role of Basel Convention Regional Centres in SAICM implementation.

4.
SAICM Quick Start Programme.

(a) 
Confirmation process for membership of the Executive Board of the Quick Start Programme;

(b)
Preparation of project proposals on identified priorities for action.

5.
Financial considerations.

6.
Preparation for the African regional meeting on the implementation of SAICM.

(a)
Agenda;

(b)
Participation, etc.

7.
Other matters.

8.
Next meeting.

9.
Adoption of the report.

10.
Closure of the meeting.

3.
Before continuing discussion of agenda items, the chair invited the representative of Egypt to make a presentation on his country’s efforts to development an information system for the sound management of chemicals. The representative provided an overview of the system, noting its origins in projects funded by the Government of Switzerland, explained how the new system had contributed, among other things, to more effective control over the importation of chemicals to Egypt. The meeting noted the success of the system and the Egyptian Government’s initiative to share it with nearby countries such as Jordan, Syria and Lebanon, as a gesture of South-South cooperation. The representative of Egypt informed the meeting that his Government would also develop a proposal for a possible wider regional network.

Attendance

4.
The meeting was attended by representatives of the Governments of Algeria, Burundi, Egypt, Kenya, Morocco, Nigeria, South Africa and Zimbabwe, as well as the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions and the University of Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania. A list of participants is reproduced in annex A of the present report.

African implementation of SAICM

5.
During 2005, African and Arab countries commenced development of a draft regional action plan for the implementation of SAICM. At its third session in Vienna in September 2005, the Preparatory Committee for the Development of SAICM welcomed the preparation of the draft regional action plan and requested that it be submitted to the secretariat and be made available on the SAICM web site. After an initial discussion on the current draft of the plan, the ACG tasked a contact group with further developing the document. The ACG agreed that the revised draft should be further worked on after the ACG meeting and translated for consideration by the wider African group at its regional meeting in September.

Quick Start Programme

6.
The meeting noted the nomination of Mr. Adolphe Nahayo of Burundi and Mr. Tarek Mohamed El-Ruby of Egypt to represent the African region on the Quick Start Programme Executive Board. It agreed that it would be useful if at its September meeting the African region could agree on a procedure to handle any subsequent decision-making requirements that might arise between sessions of the ICCM. 

7.
The meeting concluded that, given the imminent deadline of 18 August 2006 for the first round of applications for funding from the Quick Start Programme trust fund, it would be sensible for potential project proponents to focus their current efforts on developing national projects. The ACG would submit proposals for regional projects for consideration at the full regional meeting in September 2006. Initial ideas for possible regional project topics included poison centres, a hazardous substance information management system, regional networking on chemicals management, implementation of the Global Harmonized System for the classification and labelling of chemicals, and laboratory accreditation. The necessity of nominating an official SAICM national focal point in order to facilitate the submission of project proposals was noted

8.
The secretariat indicated that although the Trust Fund Implementation Committee would not meet until 18 October 2006 to consider the first round of project proposals, it should be possible to brief the African meeting in September, in general terms, on the range of proposals received and on any issues that had arisen during the application process.

Financial considerations

9.
The ACG observed that financial commitments would be needed at the national level and it would be desirable to draw in regional organizations with the potential to engage in SAICM implementation efforts. The meeting concluded that in addition to the principal invitations issued via heads of organizations, approaches should be made to contacts in key regional organizations to encourage them to become more actively involved in SAICM. 

10.
The meeting agreed that it would be appropriate for the African region to issue a statement on expectations with regard to the longer-term financing of SAICM implementation beyond the Quick Start Programme. The representative of South Africa was asked to coordinate the preparation of a thought-starter paper on financial considerations for consideration by the region at its September meeting. 

Preparation for the African regional meeting on the implementation of SAICM

11.
In discussing the draft provisional agenda and annotated provisional agenda prepared by the secretariat for the African regional meeting in September, the ACG recommended that an additional agenda item on financial considerations be added and that discussion on the Quick Start Programme should include consideration of African regional views on matters which the Executive Board has been unable to reach a conclusion, including the draft rules of procedure of the Board. The provisional agenda for the regional meeting, reflecting the recommendations of the ACG, is attached at annex B.

12.
The ACG agreed that officers for the regional meeting in September should include a chair, vice-chair and a rapporteur. 

13.
To assist discussion under the proposed agenda item concerning regional coordination, the ACG worked to develop, for the consideration of the African group, draft terms of reference for the regional focal point, regional representatives on the Quick Start Programme and a possible regional committee. The draft document is reproduced in annex C to the present report. 

14.
The ACG began work on a document, for consideration at the African regional meeting, on potential synergies between SAICM and other relevant processes in the region. The document would be worked upon further in the ensuing weeks and made available for the African regional meeting in September 2006. 

15.
The ACG proposed that in order to inform discussion by the regional group on national implementation of SAICM, countries should be invited to complete a questionnaire on initial national activities. Looking further ahead, the representative of Egypt proposed that such information, regularly updated, could form the basis for regional reporting to the second session of the ICCM on progress, problems and obstacles and anticipated needs and costs. Similarly, organizations would be asked to submit information on their planned SAICM implementation activities in advance of the regional meeting. Responses would be collated in information documents with a view to avoiding lengthy descriptions being made in plenary.

16.
The meeting agreed that preparation by the secretariat of a draft directory of organizations potentially able to assist African countries in implementation of SAICM would be useful. The directory would include contact details and information on the mandates of each organization relevant to the sound management of chemicals. Members of the ACG would be invited to submit the names of organizations that could be included in the draft directory.

17.
Various views were expressed concerning the possibility of discussing the further development of the SAICM Global Plan of Action at the regional meeting. Some felt that it would not be worthwhile to enter into a full discussion on the Global Plan of Action and it might be better to focus on identifying priority activities for purposes of the African regional action plan or to discuss the list of activities contained in the old “Table C”. These were activities on which the ICCM had been unable to reach consensus and were therefore not included in the Global Plan of Action as finalized at the ICCM’s first session in Dubai.

18.
The ACG noted that an open-ended ad hoc legal and technical working group would be convened in late 2008 or early 2009, in advance of the second session of the ICCM to prepare for the ICCM discussion on its rules of procedure. The African regional meeting in September 2006 would be an opportunity to develop regional position on issues such as the ICCM decision-making procedure, if desired.

19.
The representative of South Africa recommended that the secretariat provide the African regional meeting with information on its staffing and budget situation, and a business plan for 2006 to 2009. The representative of Nigeria requested that information on the secretariat’s plans for INFOCAP be included.

20.
In anticipation of a discussion, at the September 2006 regional meeting, on future meetings, interest was expressed in the possibility of holding further meetings at the sub-regional level, facilitated by ACG members. The representative of Egypt advocated the development of a common agenda for such sub-regional meetings and the representative of Morocco proposed that they include a practical, scientific dimension. The ACG also recommended that sub-regional meetings be held each morning during the full regional meeting scheduled for September.

21.
With regard to participation in the September 2006 regional meeting, the ACG recommended that the African Development Bank, Basel Convention Regional Centres and East African Community be added to the invitation list. It was agreed that the meeting would be open to observers from outside the African region, including, for example, West Asia countries and SAICM regional focal points

Other matters

22.
The representative of Nigeria expressed his Government’s intention of providing support to Ms Olanipekun in her role as SAICM regional focal point and invited other Governments also to be as supportive as possible.

Next meeting

23.
The ACG agreed to meet again in Cairo on Sunday 10 September 2006, immediately before the full African regional meeting.

Adoption of the report

24.
In preparation for consideration of the meeting report, the chair summarized action points as follows:

(a)
The draft African regional action plan would be further developed, under the coordination of South Africa and Egypt, with a view to its submission to the secretariat by 1 July 2006 for translation.

(b)
The thought starter on financial considerations would be drafted under the coordination of South Africa, Nigeria and Senegal (to be invited to assist), with a view to its submission to the secretariat by 1 July 2006 for translation.

(c)
Development of the paper on synergies in the SAICM context would be coordinated by Nigeria and Professor Katima of the University of Dar-es-Salaam with a deadline of 1 July 2006.


(d)
Preparation of the paper on ideas for regional projects would be coordinated by Egypt for submission by 1 July. Egypt would also assist with translations.

(e)
The secretariat would send a reminder to ACG participants inviting them to submit suggestions for the inclusion of regional organizations in the directory of regional organizations relevant to the sound management of chemicals.

(f)
Governments hosting regional organizations that would be invited to attend the African regional meeting in September were encouraged to follow up with the organizations concerned in order to encourage participation.

25. 
The ACG reviewed a partial draft of the meeting report and agreed that its completion would be entrusted to the chair, in consultation with the secretariat. The completed draft would be circulated to meeting participants for comment before finalization.

Closure of the meeting

26.
Following concluding statements by Dr Mousa and the chair, the meeting was closed at 12.45 p.m. on Thursday 15 June 2006.
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List of participants in the meeting of the SAICM African Core Group

Cairo, Egypt, 13-15 June 2006
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Egypt

Tel:  (20 2) 525 8309 / 525 6452
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Egypt
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KENYA
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Federal Ministry of Environment
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Email: abiolanipekun@yahoo.co.uk
Dr. Oludayo Dada

Deputy Director

Pollution Control Department

Federal Ministry of Environment
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Tel:  (234 80) 5130 3737 / 3311 8237
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P.O. Box 77420
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Email: aishamaulid@hotmail.com
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United Republic of Tanzania
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Email: jkatima@udsm.ac.tz
           jamidu_katima@yahoo.co.uk
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Mr. Matthew Gubb
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Division of Industry, Technology and Economics (DTIE)

United Nations Environment Programme
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Mr. Muhammed Omotola

Associate Programme Officer
SAICM Secretariat
Chemicals Branch
Division of Industry, Technology and Economics (DTIE)
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 
11-13 chemin des Anémones
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Annex B

Draft provisional agenda for the African regional meeting on SAICM

Cairo, 11-14 September 2006 

1.
Opening of the meeting.

2.
Organizational matters.

(a)
Election of officers;
(b)
Adoption of the agenda;

c)
Organization of work.

3.
Implementation of SAICM in Africa.

(a) 
Regional coordination mechanisms.

(i)
The role and responsibilities of the regional focal point;

(ii)
The role and responsibilities of regional representatives serving on the QSP Executive Board; 

(iii)
A possible regional committee to support the regional focal point;

(iv)
Synergies with and between other relevant processes.
(b) 
National implementation of SAICM.

(i)
Initial planning for national implementation of SAICM;

(ii)
Guidance materials for national implementation of SAICM.

(c) 
Regional implementation of SAICM.

(i) Further development of the draft African regional action plan for implementation of SAICM;

(ii)
Assistance from intergovernmental organizations for implementation of SAICM in the African region.

4.
SAICM Quick Start Programme.

(a)
The Quick Start Programme trust fund;

(b) 
The broader Quick Start Programme and other contributions to SAICM implementation;

(c)
Possible regional projects;
(d)
Rules of procedure and other outstanding issues from the first meeting of the SAICM Quick Start Programme Executive Board.

5.
Preparation for the second session of the International Conference on Chemicals Management.
(a)
Reporting to the ICCM on progress in the implementation of SAICM;

(b)
Further development of the SAICM Global Plan of Action; 

(c)
Rules of procedure for the ICCM

6.
Financial considerations.

7.
Establishment of the SAICM secretariat.

8.
Future regional or sub-regional meetings during the intersessional period.

9.
Other business.

10.
Adoption of the report.

11.
Closure of the meeting.

Annex C

Draft terms of reference prepared by the African Core Group for:

1) the African SAICM regional focal point; 
2) the African government regional representatives on the SAICM Quick Start Programme Executive Board; and 
3) the African Core Group on SAICM.

for consideration at the African regional meeting on SAICM, Cairo, 11-14 September 2006 

1)
Draft terms of reference for the African SAICM regional focal point 

The roles and responsibilities of the African SAICM regional focal point are to:

(a)
facilitate SAICM implementation efforts in the region through the SAICM national focal points;

(b)
facilitate sharing of experience on SAICM implementation with other regions;

(c)
convene regional and African Core Group meetings in consultation with the SAICM secretariat and the African Core Group;

(d)
solicit and organize input from SAICM national focal points, regional organizations, non-governmental organizations and other SAICM participants in the region on issues and matters being addressed by SAICM, including the identification of regional and sub-regional priorities;

(e)
identify, in collaboration with the African Core Group, regional and sub-regional projects and assist in identifying potential sources of funds for the implementation of such projects;

(f)
prepare annual regional progress reports, with the assistance of the African Core Group, for submission to regional meetings;

(g)
present regional views to the SAICM secretariat, the ICCM and other relevant forums, as appropriate;

(h)
liaise with regional and sub-regional bodies on SAICM implementation;

(i)
facilitate the nomination and designation of regional representatives for SAICM ad hoc working groups and committees for the purpose of ensuring equitable geographical representation for the region;

At its meeting in Cairo from 13 to 15 June 2006, the African Core Group recommended that the current African SAICM regional focal point should serve until the second session of the International Conference on Chemicals Management in 2009.
2) 
Draft terms of reference for the African government representatives on the SAICM Quick Start Programme Executive Board. 

The roles and responsibilities of the African government representatives on the SAICM Quick Start Programme Executive Board are to:

(a)
collect and consolidate regional concerns and convey them to the Executive Board;

(b)
produce and submit reports on the proceedings of the Executive Board to the African SAICM regional focal point and the African Core Group on SAICM, including information on project proposals that were accepted and declined, reasons why projects were declined and relevant recommendations;

(c)
facilitate the submission of regional projects for funding under the Quick Start Programme in line with regional priorities;

(d)
monitor the efficiency of the Quick Start Programme in relation to access to and utilization of funds, and accounting by beneficiaries in order to ensure a focus on SAICM implementation;

(e)
assess barriers to implementation and report on these to the regional group;

(f)
identify possible sources of funds and alert SAICM national focal points for follow-up;

(g)
analyse meeting documents and discuss them with African countries prior to meetings of the Executive Board;

(h)
reflect and promote the African region’s vision for equitable financing of SAICM implementation, taking into account regional priorities;

(i)
facilitate the exchange of information and sharing of experience with other regions’ representative and donor participants in the Executive Board.

3) 
Draft terms of reference for the African Core Group on SAICM
The African Core Group met in Cairo from 13 to 15 June 2006 to discuss preparations for the full African regional meeting to be held in Cairo from 11 to 14 September 2006. The African Core Group suggested that the regional meeting consider formally extending the mandate of the group until the second session of the International Conference on Chemicals Management in 2009.  The group also developed the following draft terms of reference of the group, including a proposed membership structure and working procedures, for consideration by the regional meeting.

Draft terms of reference 

The roles and responsibilities of the African Core Group on SAICM are to:

(a)
provide technical assistance in the formation of regional and sub-regional project proposals as requested by the African SAICM regional focal point;
(b)
assist the regional focal point in harmonization and follow-up efforts inter-sessionally;
(c)
review, from time to time, the SAICM Global Plan of Action for the purpose of adapting it to national and regional situations;
(d)
prepare, in collaboration with the regional focal point, materials and agendas for regional meetings;
(e)
assist the regional focal point to prepare draft regional position papers for submission to the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment and the International Conference on Chemicals Management;
(f)
serve, through members of the group, as conduits for the views of sub-regions on SAICM implementation.

The membership of the African Core Group on SAICM comprises: 

(a)
the African SAICM regional focal point;

(b)
two governmental representatives from each of the five African sub-regions (North, East, South, West & Central);

(c)
the two African government regional representatives on the SAICM Quick Start Programme Executive Board; 
(d)
one representative from each of the following three sectors of civil society (industry, labour and public interest); 

(e)
one representative of a key regional organization (for example, one that has all-of-region responsibilities relevant to the sound management of chemicals);
(f)
the immediate past African SAICM regional focal point.
The working procedures of the African Core Group on SAICM are:

(a)
To the extent possible, the group will undertake its work through correspondence and teleconferencing.

(b)
The working language will be English, with the provision of     interpretation during meetings to be decided on a case by case basis.

(c) 
To ensure continuity and involvement, alternates or technical advisers may be designated to participate in meetings.

_____________________________________
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AFRICA
Nominated (23)

Algeria

Angola

Burkina Faso

Central African Republic

Congo

Chad

Côte d'Ivoire

Djibouti

Egypt

Ghana 
Madagascar

Malawi

Mauritius

Morocco

Nigeria
Rwanda
Sao Tome and Principe 
Sierra Leone

South Africa

Sudan

Tanzania 

Tunisia

Uganda

Nominations incomplete (5)

Botswana: Email from Government - letter from MFA to come soon (31 May)

Libya:    Secretariat e-mail requesting letter from MFA (2 June)

Mauritania: Email from Government - letter from MFA soon (18 June)
Niger:    Secretariat letter requesting letter from MFA (15 May)

Senegal:  Secretariat e-mail requesting letter from MFA (2 June)

Governments that have not replied (25)

Benin

Burundi

Cameroon

Cape Verde

Comoros

Democratic Republic of the Congo

Equatorial Guinea

Eritrea

Ethiopia

Gabon

Gambia

Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

Kenya

Lesotho

Liberia

Mali

Mozambique

Namibia

Seychelles

Somalia

Swaziland

Togo

Zambia

Zimbabwe
ASIA- PACIFIC
Nominated (15)

Bhutan

Cyprus

India

Indonesia

Iran, Islamic Republic of

Iraq

Kyrgyzstan

Maldives

Mongolia

Myanmar

Saudi Arabia

Sri Lanka

Syrian Arab Republic

Thailand

Tonga
Nominations incomplete (2)

Jordan: Secretariat requested letter from MFA (15 May)
Palau: Secretariat e-mail - should designate only one NFP (12 April)
Governments that have not replied (37)

Afghanistan

Bahrain

Bangladesh

Brunei Darussalam

Cambodia

China

D.P.R. Korea

Fiji

Japan

Kazakhstan

Kiribati

Kuwait

Lao, P.D.R.

Lebanon

Malaysia

Marshall Islands

Micronesia, Federates Status of

Nauru

Nepal

Oman

Pakistan

Papua New Guinea

Philippines

Qatar

Republic of Korea

Samoa

Singapore

Solomon Islands

Tajikistan

Timor-Leste

Turkmenistan

Tuvalu

United Arab Emirates

Uzbekistan

Vanuatu

Viet Nam

Yemen

CENTRAL & EASTERN EUROPE
Nominated (11)

Armenia

Belarus

Bulgaria

Czech Republic

Georgia

Hungary

Lithuania

Macedonia

Moldova

Republic of Serbia

Slovakia
Nominations incomplete (0)

Governments that have not replied (11)

Albania

Azerbaijan

Bosnia & Herzegovina

Croatia

Estonia

Latvia

Poland

Romania

Russian Federation

Slovenia

Ukraine
LATIN AMERICA & CARIBBEAN
Nominated (14)

Argentina

Bahamas

Barbados

Brazil

Chile

Colombia

Costa Rica

Dominica

Ecuador

Haiti

Jamaica

Mexico

Nicaragua

Uruguay

Nominations incomplete (2)

Bolivia: Email from Bolivia - form will be sent via MFA (14 March)

Peru: Secretariat letter - request nominate only one NFP (17 May)

Governments that have not replied (17)

Antigua y Barbuda

Belize

Cuba

Dominican Republic

El Salvador

Grenada

Guatemala

Guyana

Honduras

Panama

Paraguay

Saint Kitts & Nevis

Saint Lucia

Saing Vincent & Grenadines

Suriname

Trinidad and Tobago

Venezuela

WESTERN  EUROPE & OTHERS
Nominated (11)

Australia

Denmark

Finland

France

Germany

Italy

Netherlands

New Zealand

Portugal

Switzerland

United Kingdom

United States of America

Nominations incomplete (3)

Iceland: Secretariat email requesting letter from MFA (6 June)
Turkey: Secretariat letter - designate only one NFP (25 April)
Governments that have not replied (15)

Andorra

Austria

Belgium

Canada

Greece

Ireland

Israel

Liechtenstein

Luxembourg

Malta

Monaco

Norway

San Marino

Spain

Sweden
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