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Emerging policy issues 


Note by the secretariat 

1.
The secretariat has the honour to provide in the annex to the present note an overview and summary of the submissions received on emerging issues proposed for consideration by the International Conference on Chemicals Management at its second session.  The submissions were received by the secretariat in response to a short questionnaire issued as a means for Strategic Approach stakeholders to propose what they considered to be “emerging issues” for consideration by the Conference.  This questionnaire was prepared following consultation with the informal “Friends of the Secretariat” planning group.

2.
Participants in the present informal discussions may wish to undertake a preliminary review of the submissions in preparation for consideration of this issue at the second session of the Conference.  In doing so, participants may wish to discuss: 

(a) a possible definition of “emerging policy issue;” 


(b) the types of action which the Conference may wish to call for in relation to the emerging issues, for example, referring issues to other bodies or initiating inter-sessional work under the auspices of the Conference itself; 

(c) how priorities could be assigned to the requests for consideration received; 

(d) the modalities for presenting the issues for consideration by the Conference at its second session; 

(e) the modalities for the nomination of emerging issues for consideration by the Conference at its third and later sessions. 


3.
Participants in the present informal discussions should refer to document SAICM/InfDisc/INF/1 for the compilation of submissions received from stakeholders in response to the questionnaire on emerging issues.  The submissions can also be found on the Strategic Approach website, www.saicm.org. 

4.
The present note is provided for the information of participants in the informal discussions. It has not been formally edited.
Annex  

Overview and summary of submissions on emerging policy issues 


Background 

1.
One of the functions of the International Conference on Chemicals Management set out in paragraph 24 of the Overarching Policy Strategy of the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM), is “to focus attention and call for appropriate action on emerging policy issues as they arise and to forge consensus on priorities for cooperative action.”  Paragraphs 14 (g) and 15 (g) of the Overarching Policy Strategy call, respectively, for new and emerging issues of global concern to be sufficiently addressed by means of appropriate mechanisms, and for an acceleration of the pace of scientific research on identifying and assessing the effects of chemicals on human beings and the environment, including emerging issues. The Conference has not yet defined the term “emerging policy issue”, but it may be understood to be an issue involving the production and use of chemicals, which has not yet been generally recognized or sufficiently addressed, but which may have significant adverse effects on human beings and/or the environment. 

2.
Following consultation with the informal “Friends of the Secretariat” planning group, the secretariat prepared a short questionnaire as a means for Strategic Approach stakeholders to propose “emerging issues” for consideration by the Conference at its second session.   The questionnaire was brought to the attention of Strategic Approach stakeholders by email, by discussion at appropriate regional meetings, and by publication on the Strategic Approach website, www.saicm.org.  Submissions were invited by 31 August 2008. 

3. 
Submissions were received from the following 21 stakeholders: 


(a)
the African region, at its second regional meeting on the Strategic Approach held in Dar es Salaam, United Republic of Tanzania, on 16 and 17 July 2008; 
(b) 
10 Governments: Bahrain, Belarus, Burkina Faso, France (as Presidency of the European Union), Japan, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Peru, Samoa, Ukraine and the United States of America;    

(c) 
the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety (IFCS);  

(d) 
the Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals (IOMC); 
(e) 
two participating organizations of IOMC, namely the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Health Organization (WHO); and  

(f) 
six non-governmental organizations and groups: the Business and Industry Advisory Committee to the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (BIAC); the Caucasus Environmental NGO Network (CENN); EcoTox Environment and Health NGO; the Occupational and Environmental Health Research Unit (OEHRU) of the University of Cape Town, South Africa; Toxics Link; and the Zambian Consumers Association. 


4.
The summary contained in the present document is intended to provide an overview of the number and general scope of the submissions received and to highlight some of the issues that should be addressed in preparatory discussions. Participants in the present meeting are encouraged to refer to each of the submissions contained in document SAICM/InfDisc/INF/1 for further details.


Responses to the questionnaire 


Emerging issues identified


5.
The questionnaire on emerging issues was designed to enable stakeholders to identify and describe succinctly what they regarded as an emerging issue.  The appendix to the present document contains a list of the brief titles of the emerging issues identified by stakeholders in the submitted questionnaires.  Several submissions identified more than one emerging issue.

6.
Some emerging issues are identified in more than one submission, although in each case the nature of the problem, action so far and proposed cooperative action varies.  The following topics were nominated more than once: 


(a) 
Electronic waste; 
(b) 
Chemicals in products (including toys),
(c) 
Nanotechnology and manufactured nanomaterials, 
(d) 
Safety assessment of existing chemicals;

(e) 
Heavy metals; 
(f) 
Perfluorinated chemicals (including perfluro-octanoic acid (PFOA)); 

(g) 
Climate change.

7.
A number of submissions focus on specific chemicals for example, heavy metals (including in waste and products), perfluorinated chemicals and chemicals with specific hazard and risk characteristics such as persistence, bioaccumulation and toxicity (PBT).  A number of submissions also draw attention to specific chemicals management needs and exposure situations for example, chemicals management challenges in Samoa, regional coordination on prior informed consent for the import and export of hazardous waste, and health sector capacity needs. 


8.
The UNEP submission does not identify a specific emerging issue but rather discusses the nature and complexity of current international efforts that address chemicals issues, as exemplified by the large number of relatively recent global, regional and sub-regional legal agreements.  The UNEP submission goes on to present a proposal for the nomination and selection of issues that could be considered by the Conference and actions taken. 

9.
One of the submissions by IFCS includes, from among the topics discussed at the fifth session of the Forum, a proposal to update the Strategic Approach Overarching Policy Strategy and Global Plan of Action and to revisit Table C of the former draft Plan.  In this regard, participants may wish to note that the thought-starter prepared by certain European Union and JUSSCANNZ
 countries on a process for the addition of new items to the Global Plan of Action is currently already one of the matters reflected in the draft annotated provisional agenda for the second session of the Conference.  The thought-starter is contained in document SAICM/InfDisc/5 for consideration in the present informal discussions.


10.
A number of issues are already part of the work programmes for intergovernmental organizations.  For example, electronic waste was the subject of the high-level segment of the eighth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention held, Nairobi, Kenya, from 27 November to 1 December 2006.  The safety of manufactured nanomaterials is being addressed by OECD and a number of other participating organizations of IOMC.



The nature of the problem 


11.
For each of the identified emerging issues, a concise description was requested together with a statement of why the issue should be regarded as a priority for cooperative action. 


12.
A wide variety of issues were described, including a lack of information, training and awareness, a lack of know-how and technical capacity, and a lack of systems for sharing information.

13.
A number of reasons were put forward for why cooperative action would be warranted including, the magnitude and importance of a particular problem, such as risks to vulnerable groups such as children; a lack of cooperation on issues which are commonly shared; transboundary effects beyond one particular country or region; the need for common understandings of how to implement agreed international policies and legal agreements (including to strengthen their implementation and effectiveness); the need to accelerate risk reduction by implementing alternative risk management strategies; an increasing use of new technologies and novel chemical materials for which current risk assessment and management approaches may not be completely adequate; and the impact on human health of changing patterns in the development and use of chemicals.  


14.
One of the submissions referred to a lack of national action and in this case participants may wish to consider the extent to which such problems were shared with other countries and whether any cooperative action would be warranted.


Action so far 


15.
For each proposed emerging issue, a description of the actions taken so far was requested.  These varied depending on the issue concerned and included local and national clean-up operations; national measures such as legislative controls; the development of guidance; making inventories and national plans; the development of scientific criteria and testing strategies to identify specific hazardous properties; information exchange; regional actions supported by political commitments and goals; international workshops; the development of voluntary actions such as stewardship programmes within industry; action by intergovernmental forums including political statements and commitments for action; and the initiation of cooperative international work programmes.  

16.
Submissions on nanotechnology, heavy metals and perfluorinated chemicals referred to the work currently being undertaken on these issues by the Organisation for Economic and Cooperation and Development (OECD) and other participating organizations of IOMC, the UNEP Governing Council and IFCS.  In some of these instances work is ongoing.  In others it may have been completed and participants may wish to discuss what additional focus could be given by the Conference in the various cases identified.  An example of this is the submission by IFCS on “International transport of cadmium and lead via trade: an international concern?” in which the chair’s summary from the sixth session of the Forum is presented, along with a request that UNEP Governing Council, at its 25th session, and the Conference, at its second session, further reflect on the needs and proposed actions identified by the Forum. 

Proposed Cooperative Actions  


17.
For each proposed issue, the questionnaire sought a description of the proposed cooperative action, or options for such actions, which the Conference is recommended to consider.    

18.
Nineteen stakeholders described possible cooperative actions.  The Zambian Consumers Association and the Government of Ukraine did not complete this part of the questionnaire.

.
19.
Some stakeholders proposed actions at the regional level, others requested information exchange or that specific types of information and guidance material be developed.  Others requested actions to strengthen capacities and to mobilize resources.  In most cases the submissions referred to a set or number of inter-related cooperative actions.  

20. 
The proposed cooperative actions are broadly consistent overall with or already included in the Strategic Approach’s Overarching Policy Strategy, for example the proposed action on PFOA which addresses enhancing industry voluntary stewardship actions.  Others are consistent with possible work areas in the Strategic Approach’s Global Plan of Action, for example, the submissions on mercury, pollutant release and transfer registers (PRTR), PBT and Integrated Vector Management. 

21. 
A detailed set of proposed cooperative actions have been put forward in relation to many of the submissions from IFCS. These have resulted from discussion of the issues over several years.  This has involved the preparation of thought-starters, discussion at working groups and at sessions of the Forum, notably its fifth session held in Budapest, Hungary, from 25 to 29 September 2006 and its sixth session held in Dakar, Senegal from 15 to 19 September 2008. 


Considering the actions requested of the Conference

22.
The preceding paragraphs have summarized the range of emerging issues identified by respondents to the questionnaire, the nature of the problems stated, the wide range and large number of actions taken so far, and the proposed cooperative actions.  It can be appreciated that the nominated emerging issues address not only types of chemicals but also more general chemical assessment and management needs.  The problems raised include national and regional issues as well those identified as global in nature.

23.
Given that some 35 emerging issues have been put forward, together with over 30 sets of proposals for consideration by the Conference, it is difficult to assign priority to issues without some preparatory discussion.  Participants at the present informal discussions may wish to begin by reviewing some of the more specific requests for consideration, in order to allocate discussion time.  If this approach were followed, issues (a) to (d), (i), (j), (l) to (n), (o) and (p), below, might be discussed first as these issues have proposed action explicitly requested of the second session of the Conference.  

24.
In the absence of such agreement on such an approach, all issues where actions are requested of the Conference are set out below for reference, together with a brief summary of the requested action.  As far as possible the issues are grouped where they appear to refer to a similar topic.  

(a)
Biofuels (actions requested by the African region at its second regional meeting).  The African region requests the second session of the Conference to call upon UNEP in collaboration with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), through the Quick Start Programme of the Strategic Approach, and other initiatives, to support the implementation of the FAO Code of Conduct on the Distribution and Use of Pesticides. 

(b) Electronic wastes (actions requested by the African region at its second regional meeting).  The African region requests the second session of the Conference to prioritise the following activities to address the electronic waste challenge: to promote extended producer responsibility of manufacturers, to assist African Governments to develop strategies for the environmentally sound management of electronic waste, and the illegal trade of electronic waste and near-end-of-life electronic goods; and to assist African Governments to establish appropriate legislation to control the illegal traffic of electronic waste.  (Note that this proposed action is similar to that requested by the Government of Peru in its submission on electronic waste.) 

(c) Climate change (action requested by the African region at its second regional meeting).  The African region requests the second session of the Conference to assist African Governments to develop appropriate emergency response systems to mitigate the adverse effects of chemicals under disaster conditions and to build the capacity to respond to chemical emergency incidents.  (Note also the submission from IFCS on climate change.)


(d) 
Waste containing heavy metals (action requested by the African region at its second regional meeting).  The African region requests the second session of the Conference to assist African Governments to develop appropriate legislation to limit importation and to ensure environmentally sound management of waste containing heavy metals, especially dry cell battery wastes, appropriate awareness raising and capacity building programmes.  (Note also the submission from IFCS on heavy metals referred to in paragraph 16, above)



(e)
Regional coordination on prior informed consent (submitted by the Government of Bahrain).  The submission requests five actions for consideration by the Conference: a regional survey to determine gaps leading to the identified problems; a regional legal system; networking for more and active cooperation; regional training; and periodic regional meetings. 

(f)
PBT substances risk management (submitted by the Government of Belarus).  The submission requests that three actions are considered by the Conference: provision of information to developing countries and economics in transition on hazardous properties, tools and approaches for national management, alternatives and legislative practices for PBT substances; the development of specific types of guidance for PBT substances; and technical and financial support for PBT substance risk management. 



(g)
Safety assessment of existing chemicals and sharing of chemical safety data (submitted by the Government of Japan).  The submission proposes information exchange on safety assessment on existing chemicals, especially results and data resources of the assessments (Note also submission from EcoTox on the proposed elaboration of criteria for risk assessment.)



(h).
Obsolete chemicals (submitted by the Governments of the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia).  The submission proposes to initiate cooperation among countries in the region and more widely solve the problem with hot spots and contaminated sites involving coordination and financial support for developing countries and countries with economies in transition (Note also the submission from the Government of Burkina Fasa stating that cooperation is necessary for the treatment of obsolete products because countries do not have the technical capacities and materials for their treatment and from the Government of Ukraine which identified obsolete pesticides as an issue but did not propose any cooperative action).
(i)
Information needs for chemicals in products (submitted by the Government of France, as Presidency of the European Union).  France, on behalf of the European Union requests the second session of the Conference to consider a specific workshop report in order to adopt a resolution or to take a decision to start a process to further elaborate a proposal for an information system relating to chemicals in articles (products).  A workshop is planned to be held from 2 to 4 December 2008 in Bangkok, Thailand.  (Note also the submission by the Government of Japan proposing information exchange and discussion on the sound management of chemicals in products and the submission by IFCS on toys and chemical safety in appendix 2.)  



(j)
Managing perfluorinated chemicals and transitioning to safer alternatives (submitted by the Government of United States). The United States suggests that the Conference may wish to build on international dialogue, growing action and work completed in the forum of OECD to support and help outline essential elements of a national or international stewardship programme for perfluorinated chemicals, and support information exchange and development of alternatives.  A workshop is planned to be held from 5 to 6 December 2008, in Bangkok, Thailand.  (Note also the submission from BIAC on PFOA emission and release reduction.)

(k)
Collaboration and legislative needs for chemicals management (submitted by the Government of Samoa). 


(l)
Heavy metals: need for further global action (submitted by IFCS).  The Budapest Statement on Mercury, Lead and Cadmium developed at the fifth session of the Forum, held in Budapest, Hungary from 25 to 29 September 2006, urges the Conference, in the framework of the Strategic Approach, taking into account possible decisions by the UNEP Governing Council, to consider actions at the local, national, regional and global levels for mercury, lead and cadmium, as appropriate, with particular emphasis on the needs of developing countries and countries with economies in transition.  (Note also the submission from the Government of the United States on enhancing capacity on lead and cadmium management through cooperative action and the submission from the Government of Japan referring to proposed global action and concrete action on the sound management of mercury.)

(m) Substitution and alternatives (submitted by IFCS) includes reference to the development of terms of reference for a global partnership on phasing out lead in paints to be submitted to the second session of the Conference. (Note also the submission from Toxics Link on the use of lead in paint.)

(n) Nanotechnology and manufactured nanomaterials (submitted by IFCS and IOMC).  In its Dakar Statement on Manufactured Nanomaterials, adopted at the sixth session of the Forum held in from 15 to 19 September 2008 in Dakar, Senegal, IFCS requests the second session of the Conference to consider the recommendations for further action made in the statement.  IOMC proposed that the second session of the Conference include an information session on the emerging issues of the safety of nanomaterials.  Considering the review of the relevant testing and assessment methods and possible development of new methods is at an early stage, future Conference action to keep the topic under review and to address the outcomes of the ongoing work and any appropriate follow-up at the third session of the Conference is requested.  (Note also the submission from the Government of Japan proposing information exchange related to nanomaterials, for example, testing method, evaluation and management.)


(o)

Process for nomination, evaluation and selection of new and emerging issues (submitted by UNEP).  UNEP has submitted a discussion paper which analyses the types of emerging issues that may be considered in the future by the Conference and proposes a process by which the Conference participants would be able to nominate, evaluate and select new and emerging policy issues for future cooperative action.


(p)
Additional roles and responsibilities for the health sector (submitted by WHO).  WHO requests the second session of the Conference to identify strategies to enhance balanced multi-sectoral representation and engagement in the Strategic Approach, to reinforce the importance of implementing the Global Plan of Action with respect to enhancing risk assessment capabilities, to prepare and respond to chemical incidents and to address the perceived failure of binding and non-binding international agreements to fully protect public health.  The second session of the Conference is also requested to note the actions already being undertaken by WHO in this regard.

(q) 
Applying precaution in the context of chemical safety (submitted by  IFCS).  The submission presents for consideration the recommendations of the fifth session of the Forum held in Budapest, Hungary from 25 to 29 September 2006, on potential next steps to support developing countries and countries with economies in transition in applying precaution in domestic chemicals management activities and proposes that such actions will contribute to the implementation of the Strategic Approach. 



(r)
Toys and chemical safety (submitted by IFCS).  The submission presents the actions adopted by the fifth session of the Forum held in Budapest, Hungary from 25 to 29 September 2006. 



(s)
Ecologically based Integrated Pest Management and Integrated Vector Management (submitted by IFCS).  The submission presents for consideration for further action the Dakar Recommendations on Ecologically-based Integrated Pest Management and Integrated Vector Management, adopted at the sixth session of the Forum, held in Dakar, Senegal from 15 to 19 September 2008. 



(t)
Strengthening national capacity for designing a national PRTR (submitted by CENN). The submission proposes the creation of a PRTR in Georgia. 



(u)
Promoting comprehensible chemical information (submitted by the OEHRU).  The submission proposes the conduct of comprehensibility testing of information on chemicals before commercial or public use).

Possible discussion points  


25.
In reviewing the issues proposed for discussion by the Conference at its second session, participants in the informal discussions may wish to consider the following:



(a)
a possible definition of "emerging policy issue";


(b) 
the types of action which the Conference may wish to call for in 
relation to emerging issues, for example, referring to other bodies or 
initiating intersessional work under the auspices of the Conference 
itself;




(c) 
how priorities could be assigned to the requests for consideration 




received;




(d) 
the modalities for presenting issues for consideration by the Conference 



at its second session;




(e)
 the modalities for the nomination of emerging issues for consideration 




by the Conference at its third and later sessions.


26. 
Some possible considerations in relation to each of these topics are set out below.



Definition of an "emerging policy issue"


27.
As noted in the background to the present document, while the Conference has not defined the term "emerging policy issue", it has been suggested that an emerging issue may be understood to be an issue involving the production and use of chemicals, which has not yet been generally recognized or sufficiently addressed, but which may have significant adverse effects on human beings and/or the environment.  Participants in the informal discussions may wish to reflect on whether this working definition is appropriate or offer suggestions for improving it, and consider whether the Conference should be encouraged to adopt a formal definition in order to guide future consideration of emerging issues.  


Types of action expected of the Conference


28. 
Because the Conference will perform its function in relation to emerging issues for the first time at its upcoming second session, there are currently no precedents for the types of action, if any, which the Conference might call for in relation to priorities for cooperative action, once agreed.  Such responses could entail the Conference simply noting the agreed priorities and disseminating this outcome.  Alternatively, the Conference might consider taking more active measures.  These could include non-binding recommendations and requests for action addressed to the governing bodies of intergovernmental organizations, Governments, scientific bodies and civil society stakeholders, or the initiation of follow-up work under the auspices of the Conference itself through intersessional working groups, a subsidiary body, the secretariat or other mechanisms.


29. 
Relevant entities to whom recommendations for action or requests for assistance might be addressed could include the governing bodies of IOMC participating organizations (all of which have formally recognized the Strategic Approach) and other programme agencies; the Conferences of the Parties of international agreements; the Commission on Sustainable Development; IFCS; and established international scientific associations such as the International Commission on Occupational Health, the  International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry, the International Union of Toxicology, and the Society of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry. 



30.
With regard to possible follow-up work under the Conference's own auspices, participants may wish to keep in mind any cost implications and the desirability of avoiding duplication of work being undertaken in other forums.  It may be noted that some of the actions proposed in the current submissions on emerging issues are relevant to other functions of the Conference set out in paragraph 24 of the Overarching Policy Strategy, particularly those related to promoting coherence among chemicals management instruments at the international level, promoting information exchange and technical and scientific cooperation, and providing a high-level forum for multi-stakeholder and multi-sectoral discussions and exchange of experience.  Some proposed actions are also potentially relevant to the functions of the Strategic Approach secretariat set out in paragraph 28 of the Strategy, such as facilitating intersessional work of the Conference, providing information clearing-house services and promoting the exchange of relevant scientific and technical information.



Prioritization of issues


31. 
The large number of emerging issues proposed for consideration by the Conference at its second session and the limited time that will be available during the session, suggest that some prioritization may be needed.  Given the informal nature of the present discussions, the extent to which the issues can be prioritized may be limited, particularly if such prioritization were to imply the elimination of some issues from consideration by the Conference.  It may nevertheless be useful for participants to express their views on the matter, which the secretariat could attempt to accommodate during its final preparations for the second session of the Conference in the same way that it has responded to the submissions of stakeholders during the consultation process on session arrangements which was launched in July 2007.  Participants may wish to consider the following: 

(a) 
Addressing the question, above, of what constitutes an emerging issue may also assist participants in the informal discussions in the possible prioritization of the issues currently proposed for consideration. 


(b)
 Some submissions on emerging issues propose specific action by the Conference, while others are less clear or silent in this regard. 


(c) 
Some submissions address emerging issues that are already under active consideration in other forums, though this is not necessarily to say that it would be inappropriate for the Conference to consider acknowledging such work or taking complementary actions.



32.
If it is deemed inappropriate or not possible in the current informal discussions to prioritize and potentially reduce the number of emerging issues to be taken up by the Conference at its second session, stakeholders may need to treat that session as an opportunity for a general discussion on the full range of proposed issues without seeking specific outcomes on the individual issues.  In this case the outcome of the second session of the Conference could be an agreement on an inter-sessional process for the nomination, review and prioritization of emerging issues for consideration at future sessions of the Conference (see below).



Modalities for presenting issues at the second session of the Conference


33. 
A further consequence of the fact that the Conference will perform its "emerging issues" function for the first time at its second session is that an appropriate format and working methods for addressing the issues are not yet established.  Participants in the present informal discussions may wish to express views on this matter, which is also relevant to agenda item 4 on the organization of the second session of the Conference.  Document SAICM/InfDisc/7 prepared for that agenda item proposes, in Annex IV, some possible options for handling the emerging issues, including the circulation of informative papers in advance by the stakeholders concerned, a technical briefing prior to the session, side events during the session and the use of expert panels to support plenary discussions.  The approach or approaches taken may depend to some extent on the number of issues to be addressed.  For example, if the currently proposed emerging issues are all to be addressed, without prioritization or elimination, this may make it difficult to select experts and allocate sufficient time for panels on specific issues.



Modalities for the nomination of emerging issues in the future


34.
 As noted above, it may be appropriate for the Conference to seek agreement, at its second session, on a process for the nomination, review and prioritization of emerging issues for consideration at future sessions of the Conference.  Such a process could provide more detailed guidance on the types of issues appropriate for submission to the Conference and a mechanism for prioritizing them, for example, through an initial review undertaken by the bureau or a subsidiary body of the Conference.  The process might also entail agreeing on additional work to elaborate the issues in preparation for consideration by the Conference, drawing on the assistance of expert panels or using collaborative working groups. 

Appendix  

List of brief titles of emerging issues nominated by Governments and organizations



(Page numbers refer to SAICM/InfDisc/INF/1)

Governments

1.
Biofuels (the African region), page 4

2.
Electronic waste (the African region), page 4-5


3.
Climate change (the African region), page 5


4.
Waste containing heavy metals (the African region), page 5 

5.
Regional coordination on prior informed consent for import and export of 
hazardous chemicals and waste (Bahrain), page 6


6.
PBT substances risk management (Belarus), page7-8


7.
Management of obsolete chemicals (Burkina Faso), page 9 

8.
Information need on chemicals in products (France/Presidency of the European 
Union), page10-11 


9.
Safety assessment of existing chemicals (Japan), page 12-13 


10.
Sharing of chemical safety data (Japan), page 12-13 


11.
Chemicals in products (Japan), page 12-13 


12.
Sound management of specific substances; nanomaterials, mercury (Japan), 



page 12-13   


13.
Hotspots caused by temporary storage of HCH isomers in the Organic Chemical 
Plant Dump site (the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia), page 14


14.
Electronic wastes (Peru), page 15


15.
Chemicals management challenges in Samoa (awareness/education, obsolete 


chemicals, labelling) (Samoa), page 16-17


16.
Utilization (neutralization) of obsolete pesticides (Ukraine) page 18


17.
Enhancing capacity of lead and cadmium through cooperative action (the United 


States), page 19-23


18.
Managing perfluorinated chemicals and transitioning to safer alternatives (the 



United States), page 24-25 


Intergovernmental organizations and nongovernmental organizations 
and groups  


19.
List of topics identified by Forum V (IFCS), page 26-29 


20.
Applying precaution in the context of chemical safety (IFCS), page 30-34 


21.
Heavy metals: need for further global action? (IFCS), page 35-37


22.
Toys and chemical safety (IFCS), page 38-40 


23.
Nanotechnology and manufactured nanomaterials (IFCS), page 41-45


24.
Substitution and alternatives (IFCS), page 46-52 


25.
International transport of lead and cadmium via trade: an international concern? 



IFCS), page 53-57 


26.
Ecologically-based Integrated Pest Management and Integrated Vector 



Management: key elements of pesticide risk reduction strategies (IFCS), 


page 58-61 


27.
Climate change and the sound management of chemicals (IFCS), page 62-63 


28.
Safety of manufactured nanomaterials (IOMC), page 64-70 


29.
Contribution to the discussion of candidate new and emerging policy issues to 


be addressed at the second meeting of the Conference (UNEP), page 71-81

30.
Additional roles and responsibilities of the health sector due to increased 


production and use of chemicals in developing countries and those in economic 


transition (WHO), page 82-84 


31.
PFOA emission and release reduction (BIAC), page 85-86


32.
Strengthening national capacity for designing a national pollutant and release 


transfer register to support SAICM implementation in Georgia (CENN), 


page 87-88


33.
Risk assessment /reduction from priority chemicals (EcoTox), page 89


34.
Promoting comprehensible chemicals information for all stakeholders through 


comprehensibility testing initiatives – the right to comprehend (OEHRU), 


page 90-91


35.
Continuing use of lead in paints in developing countries and its eventual phase-



out (Toxics Link), page 92-93


36.
Control and monitoring of risks to children being exposed to chemicals as well 


as child labour (Zambian Consumers), page 94


____________________________

(  SAICM/InfDisc/1


� Japan, United States, Switzerland, Canada, Australia, Norway and New Zealand.
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