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Executive Summary 
 

Public Interest NGO Contributions to Implementation of the Strategic 
Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) 
Public interest non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and civil society organizations (CSOs) 

have important roles to play in successful SAICM implementation. The SAICM Overarching 

Policy Strategy (OPS) addresses the need for a “…multi-stakeholder approach in pursuing the 

sound management of chemicals,” and asserts the need to “…promote and support meaningful 

and active participation by all sectors of civil society, particularly women, workers and 

indigenous communities, in regulatory and other decision-making processes that relate to 

chemical safety.”1 This report documents extensive work conducted by public interest NGOs and 

CSOs around the world to implement SAICM activities corresponding to all the principal 

SAICM objectives.  

 

In the time period 2017 – 2019, IPEN developed and executed activities to promote effective 

SAICM participation and undertake enabling and implementation activities for NGOs and CSOs 

in developing and transition countries with the following elements: 

 

• Elimination of lead paint: Since 2017, IPEN has conducted studies of lead in paint 

sold for home use in 23 countries, all showing lead paint being readily available on the 

market. In addition, a regional African and a Global paint report were developed and 

released. The data provided and made publicly available by IPEN, together with its NGO 

partners, provided countries with evidence and support to adopt and enforce national bans 

on lead pant. It also provided evidence as to why lead paint needs to be regulated in all 

countries. In addition, studies by IPEN showed that lead paint is prevalent on playground 

equipment in Indonesia, Malaysia, Mexico, Philippines and Thailand. New, strong 

regulatory controls have been adopted in the following countries, which have active NGO 

campaigns: Bangladesh (2018), Cameroon (2017), Ethiopia (2018), India (2016), and 

Thailand (2016). Furthermore, an East Africa Community standard banning lead paint in 

its five member countries (Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda Tanzania, and Uganda) occurred in 

2016, followed by national implementation of these standards in Kenya and 

Tanzania. Some level of national control has also been put in place in Iraq (2018), 

Pakistan (2017) and Uruguay (2017), although the legal status of the controls is unclear.  

 

• Heavy metals program: The IPEN Mercury-Free Campaign continued its series of 

human biomonitoring studies with a focus on publishing new data from Small Island 

Developing States and a major global study of mercury in women of child-bearing age in 

25 countries. IPEN has been active in Treaty processes promoting and strengthening 

guidance in the areas of mercury waste as well as contaminated sites, which was adopted 

at COP3. Multiple webinars and skillshare activities have been conducted with NGOs on 

mercury issues, including webinars on mercury trade and supply in ASGM (artisanal 

small-scale gold mining) hotspots and mercury waste and contaminated sites. Work 

continues to develop safe storage and disposal infrastructure in Indonesia for mercury 

removed from ASGM activities. 

 
1 SAICM Overarching Policy Strategy paragraphs 9 and 16 
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• Targeted work on SAICM emerging policy issues: IPEN Participating 

Organizations have actively engaged on all eight of SAICM’s current emerging policy 

issues and issues of concern2: NGOs in all IPEN regions investigated chemicals in 

products; performed work to eliminate lead paint; and highlighted hazardous chemicals in 

electronics. Another major area of work in almost all regions involved regulation and 

substitution of highly hazardous pesticides. Approximately half of the regions worked on 

endocrine disrupting chemicals and PFAS substances and at least one region also 

included activities on nano or pharmaceutical pollutants.  

 

• Work on SAICM Global Plan of Action items in eight IPEN regions: Overall, 

we have documented more than 450 activities conducted by IPEN Participating 

Organizations that relate to SAICM implementation in the period from 2017-2019. This 

includes work on 205 of the 299 items (69%) in the SAICM Global Plan of Action 

(GPA), including many of the recently added items related to nanomaterials and 

electronics. The work includes all five principal Overarching Policy Strategy (OPS) 

objectives: risk reduction, knowledge and information, governance, capacity building, 

and illegal traffic. 

 

• Contribution to achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): IPEN 

implemented a toxics-free SDGs campaign, including a pledge for public interest NGOs 

and a variety of activities. Altogether, IPEN Participating Organizations contributed to 

achievement of 16 of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 

12, 13, 14, 15, 16, and 17). The activities included demonstrated economic benefits of 

organic agriculture in rural communities (SDG1); country situation assessments and 

phase-out of highly hazardous pesticides (SDG2); work to eliminate lead paint (SDG3); 

educational work on PCBs and pesticides alternatives (SDG4); trainings on gender 

equality and toxic substances (SDG5); documentation of water pollution (SDG6); 

awareness-raising and promoting labor rights for industrial and agricultural workers 

(SDG8); helping to implement mercury-free practices in healthcare facilities (SDG9); 

addressing waste dumping in developing countries by developed countries (SDG10); 

working for environmentally sound waste management (SDG11); identifying toxic 

substances in consumer products (SDG12); projects addressing waste burning and plastic 

(SDG13); activities to manage ocean pollutants including PCBs and plastics (SDG14); 

characterization of industrial pollution hotspots (SDG15); advancing information access 

to PRTR data (SDG16); and national-level financing recommendations to address 

chemicals and waste management issues (SDG17). 

 

NGOs will continue contributing to chemical safety objectives within the limitations of available 

and accessible resources. Unfortunately, many NGOs around the world are still unaware of 

SAICM and lack access to the necessary resources and capacity to participate meaningfully as 

 
2 These issues are: elimination of lead in paint; chemicals in products; hazardous substances within the lifecycle of 

electrical and electronic products; nanotechnologies and manufactured nanomaterials; endocrine disrupting 

chemicals; highly hazardous pesticides; environmentally persistent pharmaceutical pollutants; and per- and 

polyfluorinated chemicals (PFCs or PFAS). 
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effective stakeholders. IPEN will continue to encourage NGO implementation of SAICM by 

linking efforts of Participating Organizations around the world, providing expertise and 

resources, and conducting actions that build capacity among national- or community-based 

NGOs. Predictable, accessible and additional resources to continue and expand these joint 

programs on SAICM outreach and implementation will build NGO capacity, increase NGO-

government dialogue, and greatly advance the common goal of a toxics-free future. 

 

Public Interest NGO Views of SAICM Implementation 
SAICM implementation has advanced in all regions, though somewhat unevenly and still in an 

evolving manner. Redoubled efforts are required to achieve chemical safety as outlined in the 

2020 goal and in draft visions for Beyond 2020. Some countries have proceeded to establish 

multi-stakeholder frameworks that provide information and begin to address a variety of 

chemical safety challenges including national governance, management of metals, and hazardous 

wastes. In some cases, countries recently developed plans for SAICM implementation, indicating 

the need for extended time to fully implement its goals. Sometimes, a specific SAICM issue 

(such as lead in paint) draws government, public health, industry, and public interest NGO 

stakeholders into coordinated action. Continuing this momentum will be critical for the 

sustainability of the advances SAICM has helped achieve. 

 

Despite some tangible advances in chemical safety, no country could say that they are close to 

reaching the SAICM 2020 goal. The political status of SAICM remains low and very few 

governments have adopted SAICM as a key strategic framework in the management of 

chemicals throughout their life-cycle. SAICM themes might be circulated within federal 

institutions in the capital city, but are usually not disseminated among state or local authorities 

that actually have to implement policies on the ground. These problems are compounded by a 

frequent lack of sufficient budgets allocated to the chemical safety agenda, which comes from 

the relatively low rank chemicals occupy even compared to other environmental issues such as 

climate change and biodiversity. Economic instruments that provide cost recovery from the 

chemical industry and earmark funds for chemicals management could be helpful, but they are 

rare in developing and transition countries. No global agreement for cost internalization by the 

chemical industry has appeared, despite the large amount of money that could be available to 

governments for sound chemicals management even by receiving only a small percentage of the 

industry’s global sales, which total more than USD$5.7 trillion. 3 Adequate means of 

implementation will be required to continue chemical safety efforts beyond 2020, and this 

includes sufficient and sustainable financing.   

 

As countries struggle to evaluate, strengthen, or create regulatory infrastructure, poor 

enforcement of new or existing laws undermines chemical safety objectives. Often the regulated 

industry lobbies to weaken chemical safety regulations during their formulation or after they 

already exist. Weak laws, poor enforcement, and lack of industry responsibility play a key role in 

continuing problems of chemicals regulation and waste management. Key chemical safety 

principles such as precaution, inter-generational equity, no data – no market, right to know, 

substitution, and polluter pays are alluded to, but not operationalized. The costs and harms of 

hazardous waste, obsolete pesticide stockpiles, e-waste dumping, and even municipal waste are 

usually externalized onto governments or handled with inappropriate techniques that generate 

 
3UNEP (2019) Global Chemicals Outlook II 
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even more pollutants. Information is a key component of SAICM’s objectives and the basis for 

safer substitution, but information about chemicals in the workplace and in products is 

insufficient and workers and the public are often not aware of the potential threats. In addition, 

the public often does not have access to monitoring data of industrial emissions, which would 

provide a transparent means of mobilizing public support for cleaner production. Overall, public 

and media awareness of chemical safety remains low and meaningful participation of civil 

society in decision-making or implementation related to chemical safety policies is thin.   

 

One of SAICM’s key pillars establishes the inherent link between chemical safety and 

sustainable development. Donor government delegates at SAICM preparatory meetings raised 

expectations that international development assistance agencies would provide substantial 

funding for SAICM implementation. This has not yet occurred on a significant scale and needs to 

be further pursued. Few developing countries have successfully mainstreamed chemicals 

management into development assistance plans. An even deeper issue considers what is actually 

meant by development and what kind of development is appropriate for a country. The true cost 

of resource extraction, chemical-based agriculture, industrial production, end-of-life toxic-

product exposures, and other activities is often vastly underestimated or not even considered 

when development decisions are taken.  

 
Conclusion 
Nearly 150 public interest organizations actively executed more than 450 activities in more than 

70 countries in all UN regions to contribute to the achievement of 16 of the 17 Sustainable 

Development Goals and work towards implementing all five objectives of the SAICM 

Overarching Policy Strategy and 205 of the 299 items (69%) in the Global Plan of Action, 

including the recently added items on nanomaterials and electronics.  

 

Key features of SAICM’s importance include its high level of political endorsement and the 

multitude of ways in which it links chemical safety to sustainable development, financing, 

regulatory infrastructure, enforcement, coherency in coordination across ministries and 

stakeholders, and key chemical safety principles such as precaution, right to know, substitution, 

polluter pays and others.  

 

At this decisive point, SAICM needs re-commitment from its stakeholders to work towards an 

ambitious agreement Beyond 2020. SAICM has so far devoted itself primarily to enabling 

activities for the sound management of chemicals. Beyond 2020 the main focus should become 

the utilization of these new capabilities and frameworks to take actions at country and local 

levels to minimize and eliminate actual sources of toxic exposure. Adequate financing and 

raising the political priority given to chemicals management will play key roles in improving 

how chemicals are produced and used in order to prevent harms to human health and the 

environment. Highly motivated public interest NGOs and CSOs are working diligently to 

support and promote SAICM’s objectives in all parts of the world.   

 

Organization of the Citizens’ Report 
This report describes the state of SAICM implementation around the world from the perspectives 

of public interest NGOs and CSOs. It documents progress, and points to directions where more 
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work is needed. It also provides an extensive sample of the work of public interest NGOs and 

CSOs around the world to protect human health and the environment from hazardous chemicals.  
 

As IPEN’s 600 Participating Organizations are primarily self-organized by geography and 

language, the report presents information from the following IPEN regions:  Anglophone Africa 

(AA); Central and Eastern Europe (CEE); Eastern Europe, Caucasus, and Central Asia 

(EECCA); Francophone Africa (FA); Latin America and the Caribbean (GRULAC); the Middle 

East and North Africa (MENA); South Asia (SA); and Southeast Asia, East Asia and the Pacific 

(SEA).  

 

Taken together, the report provides a rich narrative picture of how public interest NGO and CSO 

activities relate to specific, concrete items in the Global Plan of Action and specific objectives of 

the Overarching Policy Strategy. In addition, the report describes how public NGOs are 

contributing to achievement of specific Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Instead of 

counting indicators, the report describes the breadth of actual work; the extent to which national 

plans have been created, multi-stakeholder mechanisms set up, new information gleaned from 

monitoring, the degree of public participation in planning and implementation, training programs 

carried out, educational materials developed and distributed, and many other activities. There is 

no completely satisfactory way to document SAICM implementation, but the Citizens’ Report 

provides a window into the myriad ways public interest NGOs and CSOs approach SAICM and 

their deep dedication to the 2020 goal.  
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Public Interest NGOs and SAICM Implementation in 
Eight IPEN regions 
 

Anglophone Africa 
SAICM implementation in a number of Anglophone Africa countries is still low for a variety of 

reasons, including lack of plans to implement it, lack of or inadequate coordination, and lack of 

stakeholder involvement. Other factors include inadequate human and financial resources and 

lack of a coordinated chemical management framework.  

 

NGOs are involved in SAICM implementation in numerous countries, although at varying levels. 

In some countries, NGOs are involved in policy development and implementation of projects as 

members of national chemical safety committees. In other countries, NGOs are only involved in 

meetings but not on the implementation of the activities initiated. In the worst case, NGOs are 

not involved or informed of any national activities or plans about SAICM implementation. 

 

NGOs acting as members of the National Chemicals Management Committee include PELUM-

Lesotho, ARECO-Rwanda, AGENDA-Tanzania, and UNETMAC-Uganda. A number of NGOs 

have indicated that their National Focal Points are accessible; however, others have stated that 

the accessibility depends on who is in charge of focal point duties at a particular time. 

 

Gaps in SAICM Implementation 
Despite showing some improvement in SAICM implementation in several countries, there are 

still many gaps that need to be addressed to achieve sound management of chemicals and wastes. 

Some gaps listed by NGOs include: 

 

1. Poor or inadequate domestication of SAICM and other multilateral agreements (i.e. 

Basel, Rotterdam, Stockholm and Minamata Conventions) through enactment and / or 

enforcement of relevant regulations; 

2. Inadequate accessibility to information; information not trickling down to the local 

and community level; 

3. Lack of effective communication or information sharing between the National 

SAICM Focal Point and stakeholders such as NGOs ahead of events to allow for 

consultation and input into the national process; 

4. Poor public participation in the SAICM process; 

5. Inadequate coordination and management framework such as clear roadmaps on 

national priority issues for SAICM implementation; 

6. Non-functioning national SAICM Stakeholders Coordination/Steering Committee; 

7. Lack of a dedicated funding mechanism for projects/programs; 

8. Lack of full recognition of the role of NGOs and other civil society organizations 

working on chemicals management issues; 

9. Insufficient research and promotion of local alternatives to toxic chemicals; 

10. Inadequate technical human capacity for implementation and monitoring of SAICM 

within both the government and NGOs; 

11. Inadequate research on the extent of chemicals’ effects or media coverage on 

chemicals; 
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12. Inadequate capacity to prevent illegal international traffic in toxic and dangerous 

chemical products and wastes; 

13. Conflicting mandates and inadequate institutional framework; the institutions are still 

weak and require strengthening and harmonization of their mandates; 

14. Lack of national databases of implemented projects and activities for consolidation, 

resulting in overlapping implementation and support to national projects and 

programs; 

15. Low involvement of women in SAICM activities; 

16. Inadequate records on chemical accidents as well as monitoring and tracking of 

chemicals registered and used in the country; and 

17. Placing SAICM coordination roles on existing officers of respective ministries has 

led to low attention to SAICM. They normally address their primary roles and take 

SAICM as additional, lower priority roles. 

 

Although there has been improvement of NGO participation and contribution to SAICM 

implementation through NGOs’ own implemented projects or involvement in the national 

activities, there are many challenges and gaps to fill if the region is to achieve the goal of sound 

management of chemicals and wastes. Highly hazardous pesticides (HHPs) are still one of the 

main sources of chemical exposure through crop residues or air (spraying) and water – both 

surface and ground water are polluted from pesticide spraying or equipment washing. As such, 

pesticide management is still a priority for many NGOs in various countries in the region. The 

major challenge hindering NGOs contribution is funding to implement planned activities. 

Countries need to address challenges linked to inadequate or lack of resources, capacity, and 

infrastructural (legal and institutional) framework to implement SAICM. Multi-stakeholder 

collaboration, cooperation and coordination need to be harmonized and improved. 

 

NGO Actions on Emerging Policy Issues and Issues of Concern 
Extensive actions have been performed in Anglophone Africa on lead paint elimination, highly 

hazardous pesticides, chemicals in products and hazardous chemicals in electronics. 

 

Lead paint 
Lead paint elimination activities have been conducted in Ethiopia, Gambia, Kenya, Nigeria, 

Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia. These include the following: 

 

• A national campaign by Pesticide Action Nexus-Ethiopia resulted in a stringent 90 ppm 

national lead paint regulation that includes industrial paints approved by the Council of 

Ministers. 

 

• YVE Gambia conducted a study on lead in solvent-based paints for home use in 

partnership with the National Environment Agency. The results were used to raise 

awareness of the issue on social media, radio, TV and the National Stakeholders Forum 

to set the stage for regulation. 

 

• A national campaign by CEJAD in Kenya resulted in a 90 ppm national lead paint 

regulation. 
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• In Nigeria, SRADev Nigeria conducted public awareness-raising activities on lead paint 

elimination to facilitate National Standard and Regulation development. They also 

disseminated technical information, helped facilitate SME access to lead-free raw 

materials, and performed activities for a pilot demonstration project. 

 

• Public awareness-raising on lead paint was carried out by ARECO-RWANDA and 

NZIZA, in partnership with Rural Environment and Development Organization (REDO) 

(another IPEN Participating Organization), the Rwanda Environment Management 

Authority (REMA), Ministry of Environment (MoE), Rwanda Standard Board (RBS) and 

media houses. 

 

• In Tanzania, AGENDA conducted a dialogue and awareness-raising on lead paint 

elimination and actively participated in the formulation of 90 ppm legal national standard 

to control lead in paint. After the regulation went into force, AGENDA followed up on 

enforcement of the enacted standard and participated in the committee for harmonizing 

paint standards for the East Africa sub-region. 

 

• UNETMAC and NAPE carried out advocacy and public awareness on the elimination of 

lead in paint in Uganda to set the stage for a national law. 

 

• Children’s Environmental Health Foundation (CEHF) conducted a lead paint study in 

Zambia that led to adoption of a 90 ppm total lead standard in lead paint by the Zambia 

Bureau of Standards which has been submitted to and approved by the Ministry of 

Commerce, Trade and Industry, and is awaiting Gazette notification.  

 
Highly hazardous pesticides 
Work on highly hazardous pesticides (HHPs) has been actively carried out in Ethiopia, Lesotho, 

Kenya, Mozambique, Tanzania, and Uganda. In Kenya (CEJAD), Mozambique (AFSD), 

Tanzania (AGENDA) and Uganda (NAPE), NGOs identified HHPs used in the country and 

conducted campaigns for phase-out and replacement with agroecological alternatives. In 

Lesotho, PELUM conducted awareness-raising activities (including public meetings, radio 

programs, and training workshops) with farmers and community members about the impacts of 

POPs pesticides, and distributed basic protective clothing and information, educational and 

communication (IEC) materials. UNETMAC (Uganda) conducted a campaign on HHPs and 

endocrine disrupting chemicals with a focus on reducing and ultimately eliminating the use of 

DDT for malaria control. In Ethiopia, after numerous pesticide poisonings, Pesticide Action 

Nexus-Ethiopia developed a farmer school to phase-out HHPs in cotton cultivation which has 

trained more than 2000 farmers. As a result, cotton yields increased 100% and the price per kilo 

of cotton increased by 77%. In December 2019, 200 farmers achieved the first organic cotton 

certification in Ethiopia. 

 

 

Chemicals in products 
Work on chemicals in products has included mercury in dental amalgam and mercury-containing 

products. In Tanzania, AGENDA conducted awareness-raising and worked with the Ministry of 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/feb/27/i-train-organic-farmers-ethiopia-depend-on-donations
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Health and developed national guidelines to ban the use of mercury dental amalgam by 

vulnerable groups including women of child-bearing age and children. UNETMAC conducted a 

campaign to phase-out mercury containing products in Uganda. Products included florescent 

bulbs, cosmetics, dental amalgam, school thermometers and baby toys. In Kenya, CEJAD 

analyzed children’s toys for chemicals contained followed by campaigns for safer toys. 

 

Hazardous chemicals in electronics 
The waste part of the lifecycle of electronics is a major issue in African countries. UNETMAC 

conducted a campaign on e-waste management in Uganda. In Ethiopia, Pesticide Action Nexus-

Ethiopia (PAN-Ethiopia), conducted the first e-waste inventory in Ethiopia which allowed the 

Ethiopian Government to secure the first GEF funds for e-waste management. An African Guide 

for an e-waste inventory was published with IPEN support in 2013 and drafting of the regulation 

began. PAN Ethiopia’s work resulted in promulgation of the Regulation on the Management and 

Disposal of Electrical and Electronic Waste by The Council of Ministers of Ethiopia in 2018, 

which included a provision on Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR). Additionally, the South 

Korean documentary ‘Stories from the Clean Room’, produced by Supporters for the Health and 

Rights of People in the Semiconductor Industry (SHARPS), was screened by NGOs in Ethiopia, 

Kenya and Nigeria. 

 

Case Studies of SAICM Implementation in Anglophone Africa 
Here are three case study examples of SAICM implementation in Anglophone Africa, including 

lead paint elimination and e-waste policy. 

 

Eliminating lead paint in Zambia – involvement of faith based, traditional leaders, 
research and academia 
Children’s Environmental Health Foundation (CEHF), in partnership with IPEN, conducted a 

lead paint study in Zambia resulting in a strong justification to institute legislation to limit the 

use of lead in paint. On 21 October, 2017, CEHF released the paint study report to media, 

followed by a national stakeholder’s dialogue on national regulations for lead in paint which 

included the Minister of Water Development, Sanitation and Environmental Protection. A 

drafting team involving government, manufacturers and CSOs was formed and the process 

resulted in the adoption of a 90 ppm total lead standard in lead paint by the Zambia Bureau of 

Standards, which was then submitted to the Ministry of Commerce, Trade and Industry. The 

Ministry approved the standard in early 2020 and it is awaiting Gazette notification. Following 

the adoption, traditional leaders, church leaders, the Zambia Institute of Environmental Health 

(ZIEH) and public health training institutions (universities and colleges) joined the crusade of 

raising awareness on the effects of lead exposure in the chiefdoms.  

 

Developing a lead paint ban in The Gambia  
In February 2019, Youth Volunteers for the Environment (YVE) presented the key findings and 

recommendations of the Lead in Paint Country Survey Report in The Gambia. The results were 

shared in the draft review session of the State of the Environment Report and the National 

Environmental Action Plan of The Gambia for possible inclusion and further actions. From early 

2020, YVE has been working in partnership with The Gambia Standard Bureau and the National 

Environment Agency in developing country standards on limiting lead in paint below 90 ppm, 
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reviewing available environment laws to inculcate possible clauses for lead elimination, and also 

further engaging the National Assembly for a ban on lead in paint.  

 

Achieving e-waste management regulations and extended producer responsibility 
in Ethiopia 
Pesticide Action Nexus-Ethiopia (PAN-Ethiopia) initiated an e-waste management project in 

2010 with a small grant and technical support from IPEN. The initiative conducted the first e-

waste inventory in Ethiopia which allowed the Ethiopian Government to secure the first GEF 

funds for e-waste management. An African Guide for an e-waste inventory was published with 

IPEN support and drafting of the regulation began. PAN Ethiopia’s work resulted in 

promulgation of the Regulation on the Management and Disposal of Electrical and Electronic 

Waste by The Council of Ministers of Ethiopia in 2018 which included a provision on Extended 

Producer Responsibility (EPR). Article 5 of Section 2 of the regulation provides details of EPR, 

noting that, “In order to reduce sources of electrical and electronic waste generation and to 

strengthen the reuse, refurbishing and recycling of electrical and electronic waste, any electrical 

and electronic equipment producer, wholesaler, retailer or importer shall have extended 

producer responsibility.”  

 

SAICM Implementation Activities in Anglophone Africa  
Civil society organizations affiliated to IPEN have carried out various activities related to the 

national implementation of the SAICM Global Plan of Action. Below are some examples of 

SAICM implementation from NGOs in the region. 

 

SAICM 

Objective 

NGO Activity and Results 

 

Names of NGOs Country 

Risk 

Reduction 

Conducted a beach clean-up and 

conducted a waste assessment and brand 

audit of the waste at Shelly Beach, 

Mombasa, Kenya 

 

GPA items: 73 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

Kenya 

 Launch of ‘Pwani Safi’ project on 

combating plastic pollution in coastal 

towns 

 

GPA items: 72, 73 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

Kenya 

 Beach clean-up along the Old Town beach 

next to the fish market together with 

women and youth groups of Old Town in 

Mombasa County, Kenya 

 

GPA items: 73 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

Kenya 
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SDGs: 3, 5, 6, 11, 12, 14, 15 

 Provided training on health and safety 

among miners in Migori county and 

demonstration of protective equipment 

use. 

 

GPA items: 229, 255, 259, 260 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 15 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

Kenya 

 Promoted awareness on environmental 

and health problems associated with 

mercury use in ASGM in Kenya 

 

GPA items: 59, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 15 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

Kenya 

 Studied the country situation on POPs, 

and developed awareness and information 

materials on the impacts of POPs on 

communities. 

 

GPA items: 54 

 

SDGs: 3, 5, 6, 11, 14, 15 

Participatory 

Ecological Land 

Use Management 

(PELUM) 

Lesotho 

 Consulted National Ministries and 

institutions including MoE, MoH, REMA, 

RSB along with  2 private sectors and one 

nursery school in an assessment of 

existing national laws, regulations and 

standards on lead paint. 

 

GPA items: 194, 224, 225, 246 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

The Association 

Rwandaise des 

Ecologistes 

"ARECO - 

RWANDA 

NZIZA" 

(ARECO)  

 

Rural 

Environment and 

Development 

Organization 

(REDO) 

Rwanda 

 Conducted advocacy and awareness-

raising on lead poisoning and exposure. 

 

GPA items: 49, 57, 112, 163 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

The Association 

Rwandaise des 

Ecologistes 

"ARECO - 

RWANDA 

NZIZA" 

(ARECO)  

 

Rwanda 
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Rural 

Environment and 

Development 

Organization 

(REDO) 

 Campaigned to clean up Zambia for 

plastic pollution reduction 

 

GPA items: 119 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 11, 14, 15 

Children’s 

Environmental 

Health Foundation 

(CEHF) 

Zambia 

 Advocacy on phasing-out mercury dental 

amalgam in dental services in Zambia 

 

GPA items: 163, 255  

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8, 14, 15 

Children’s 

Environmental 

Health Foundation 

(CEHF) 

Zambia 

Campaigned to control and eliminate lead 

in paint in Zambia 

 

GPA items: 119 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

Children’s 

Environmental 

Health Foundation 

(CEHF) 

Zambia 

Attended the BRS COPs 2019 and 

associated meetings, 27 April -10 May 

2019 

 

GPA items: 170, 252 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

Children’s 

Environmental 

Health Foundation 

(CEHF) 

Zambia 

Assessed lead poisoning cases / high risk 

environments in used lead acid battery 

(ULAB) recycling communities in Nigeria 

 

GPA items: 80  

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

Sustainable 

Research and 

Action for 

Environmental 

Development 

(SRADev) 

Nigeria 

Lead paint elimination campaign: 

facilitated a national standard and 

regulation in Nigeria in 2017 

 

GPA items:119  

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

Sustainable 

Research and 

Action for 

Environmental 

Development 

(SRADev) 

Nigeria 

Blood sampling results from 

biomonitoring (via blood sampling) of 

Sustainable 

Research and 

Nigeria 
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two specific communities around lead 

acid facilities (Ikorodu and Ogijo) in 2017 

 

GPA items: 80 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

Action for 

Environmental 

Development 

(SRADev) 

Advocacy on lead paint elimination 

resulted in the adoption of a 90 ppm total 

lead standard in paint 

 

GPA items: 119 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

AGENDA for 

Environment and 

Responsible 

Development 

Tanzania 

Provided comments for East Africa lead 

paint standards 

 

GPA items: 75, 76 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

AGENDA for 

Environment and 

Responsible 

Development 

Tanzania 

Advocacy on mercury dental amalgam 

phaseout in Tanzania resulted in the 

development of a national guideline to 

ban its use by women of child-bearing age 

and children (draft awaiting final approval 

by the Ministry); public awareness raised 

through media. 

 

GPA items: 163, 255 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8, 14, 15 

AGENDA for 

Environment and 

Responsible 

Development 

Tanzania 

Prepared a country situation report on 

HHPs and alternatives and raised 

awareness about this issue through the 

media 

 

GPA items: 23, 24, 27, 29, 51, 114, 116 

 

SDGs: 1, 2, 3, 6, 12, 14, 15 

AGENDA for 

Environment and 

Responsible 

Development 

Tanzania 

Promoted safe, effective and 

environmentally sound alternatives for 

malaria control and prevention 

 

GPA items: 1, 27, 29, 54, 82 

 

SDGs:1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

Uganda Network 

on Toxic-Free 

Malaria Control 

(UNETMAC) 

Uganda 
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Created public awareness about the 

negative effects of lead in paint 

 

GPA items: 49, 57, 112, 163 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

Uganda Network 

on Toxic-Free 

Malaria Control 

(UNETMAC) 

Uganda 

Created public awareness about the 

negative effects of exposure to mercury 

 

GPA items: 49, 57, 112, 163 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 15 

Uganda Network 

on Toxic-Free 

Malaria Control 

(UNETMAC) 

Uganda 

 Created public awareness about the 

Owino Uhuru lead poisoning case that 

resulted in the release of the deadly 

business report; a report by the 

government chemist on lead exposure in 

the Owino Uhuru settlement; a 

partnership with the media to release a 

nationwide discourse on hazardous waste 

and lead poisoning in Uhuru Owino 

entitled “Plague for profit.” 

 

GPA items: 49, 57, 112, 163 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

Center for Justice, 

Governance & 

Environmental 

Action (CJGEA) 

Kenya 

 National study on POPs and awareness-

raising campaigns in communities 

 

GPA items: 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 5, 6, 11, 14, 15 

Africa Foundation 

for Sustainable 

Development 

(AFSD) 

Mozambique 

 National study on HHPs and awareness-

raising campaigns in communities 

 

GPA items: 112 

 

SDGs: 1, 2, 3, 6, 12, 14, 15 

Africa Foundation 

for Sustainable 

Development 

(AFSD) 

Mozambique 

 National studies and campaigns resulted 

in a stringent lead paint regulation with a 

90 ppm total lead limit approved by the 

council of ministers in 2018 

 

GPA items: 119 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

Pesticide Action 

Nexus - Ethiopia 

Ethiopia 
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 National study on HHPs, including 

awareness-raising campaigns and 

advocacy for their phase-out. As a result, 

a group of Ethiopian farmers received the 

first organic cotton certification for 

Ethiopia in December 2017. 

 

GPA items: 49, 57, 112, 163 

 

SDGs: 1, 2, 3, 6, 12, 14, 15 

Pesticide Action 

Nexus-Ethiopia 

Ethiopia 

 Raised awareness among artisanal gold 

miners on the risks of mercury use to 

health and the environment in the Districts 

of Buhweju, Namayingo, Moroto, Busia 

and Mubende among others, and 

promoted mercury free technology in 

artisanal gold mining using borax 

techniques in the district of Busia with the 

hope of scaling up the technology in other 

mining districts 

 

GPA items: 49, 57, 112, 163. 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 15 

National 

Association of 

Professional 

Environmentalists 

(NAPE) 

Uganda 

 Raised awareness on lead poisoning from 

paint among school children, especially in 

Wakiso District 

 

GPA items: 153 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

National 

Association of 

Professional 

Environmentalists 

(NAPE) 

Uganda 

 Promoted organic farming to communities 

in Bunyoro and sensitized farmers on the 

harmful effects of toxic agrochemicals on 

humans, the environment and living 

organisms. 

 

GPA items: 27 

 

SDGs: 1, 2, 3, 6, 12, 14, 15 

National 

Association of 

Professional 

Environmentalists 

(NAPE) 

Uganda 

 Conducted a study on lead in solvent-

based paints for the home in Uganda. 

Launched the report during the 2017 

international lead poisoning prevention 

week as a tool to provide justification to 

adopt and enforce regulatory controls in 

National 

Association of 

Professional 

Environmentalists 

(NAPE) 

Uganda 
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Uganda to protect children and others 

from lead poisoning. 

 

GPA items: 119 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

 Conducted a country research study on 

Lead in Solvent Based Paints for Home 

Use in The Gambia in partnership with 

National Environment Agency (NEA) 

 

GPA items: 119 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

Young Volunteers 

for the 

Environment -

Gambia (YVE 

Gambia) 

Gambia 

 Agreed with other participating 

institutions during the National 

Stakeholders’ Awareness Forum on Lead 

Paint Elimination, to continue working 

together in promoting and protecting the 

health of Gambian children, as well as the 

health of other vulnerable groups such as 

women and workers and stakeholders. All 

participants signed a Declaration of Unity 

toward Banning Lead Paint in The 

Gambia. 

 

GPA items: 119 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

Young Volunteers 

for the 

Environment -

Gambia (YVE 

Gambia) 

Gambia 

 Pellets Monitoring – Conducted sampling 

to obtain information on the content of 

toxic chemicals in plastic pellets found at 

seashores 

 

GPA items: 85, 88, 89, 163 

 

SDGs: 12 

Pesticide Action 

Network 

Mauritius 

(PANeM) 

Mauritius 

 Pellets Monitoring – Conducted sampling 

to obtain information on the content of 

toxic chemicals in plastic pellets found at 

seashores 

 

GPA items: 85, 88, 89, 163 

 

SDGs: 12 

Ja! Justica 

Ambienetal 

 

Mozambique 
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 Pellets Monitoring – Conducted sampling 

to obtain information on the content of 

toxic chemicals in plastic pellets found at 

seashores 

 

GPA items: 85, 88, 89, 163 

 

SDGs: 12 

Foundation for the 

Conservation of 

the Earth 

(FOCONE) 

Nigeria 

 Pellets Monitoring – Conducted sampling 

to obtain information on the content of 

toxic chemicals in plastic pellets found at 

seashores 

 

GPA items: 85, 88, 89, 163 

 

SDGs: 12 

Tanzania Alliance 

for Biodiversity 

(TABIO) 

 

Tanzania 

Knowledge 

and 

Information 

Promoting awareness creation on 

environmental and health problems 

associated with mercury use in ASGM in 

Kenya. 

 

GPA items: 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 15 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

Kenya 

 Global Mercury Hair Monitoring in 

Women of Child-Bearing Age in Migori 

County, Kenya 

 

GPA items: 1, 17, 45, 54, 57 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 15 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

Kenya 

 Cosmetics sampling of mercury-added 

products sold in informal markets in 

Nairobi 

 

GPA items: 54, 57, 76, 78 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 15 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

Kenya 

 Rapid assessment performed to identify 

children affected by mercury poisoning in 

Migori County, Kenya 

 

GPA items: 1, 17, 45, 54, 57 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 15 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

Kenya 
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 Literature review for the country situation 

report on the use of Highly Hazardous 

Pesticides in Kenya 

 

GPA items: 162 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 15 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

Kenya 

Key informant interviews with 

stakeholders involved with pesticide use 

and alternatives for the country situation 

report on the use of Highly Hazardous 

Pesticides in Kenya 

 

GPA items: 85 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 15 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

Kenya 

Documenting the use of mercury in 

ASGM in Migori County, South Western 

parts of Kenya 

 

GPA items: 1, 17, 45, 54, 57 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 15 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

Kenya 

Investigative research concerning the 

project: Mercury Governance and Supply 

Chain in Kenya 

 

GPA items: 85 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 15 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

Kenya 

Conducted a study on lead paint in Kenya 

and raised awareness on the hazards and 

economic costs of lead paints including a 

press release 

 

GPA items: 1, 7, 9, 45, 57 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

Kenya 

Produced a video documentary on the 

effects of mercury on human health and 

environment 

 

GPA items: 9, 54, 57, 72, 73, 102, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

Kenya 
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Trained vulnerable groups on POPs 

impacts 

 

GPA items: 1, 27, 29, 54, 82 

 

SDGs: 3, 5, 6, 11, 14, 15 

Participatory 

Ecological Land 

Use Management 

(PELUM) 

Lesotho 

Conducted outreach campaigns on the 

phase-out of lead paint in Rwanda 

 

GPA items: 1, 7, 9, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

The Association 

Rwandaise des 

Ecologistes 

"ARECO - 

RWANDA 

NZIZA" 

(ARECO)  

 

Rural 

Environment and 

Development 

Organization 

(REDO) 

Rwanda 

Conducted an awareness-raising meeting 

with hotel owners about plastic pollution 

control 

 

GPA items: 69, 70, 71 ,72, 73, 161 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Children’s 

Environmental 

Health Foundation 

(CEHF) 

Zambia 

Awareness-raising in schools on natural 

fortification and multi-nutrients as ways 

to obtain micronutrient supplementation 

in local areas 

 

GPA items: 23, 27, 29, 51, 114, 116 

 

SDGs: 1, 2, 3, 6, 12, 14, 15 

Irrigation, 

Training and 

Economy 

(IRTECO) 

Tanzania 

Information sharing meeting with workers 

about public to access information on 

toxic chemicals and their impacts 

 

GPA items: 23, 27, 29, 51, 114, 116 

 

 

SDGs: 1, 2, 3, 6, 12, 14, 15 

Irrigation, 

Training and 

Economy 

(IRTECO) 

Tanzania 

Survey of the lead content of some 

solvent-based paints in Nigeria  

 

GPA items: 1, 7, 9, 45, 57, 112, 163 

Sustainable 

Research and 

Action for 

Environmental 

Nigeria 
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SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

Development 

(SRADev) 

 Prepared a POPs national situation report: 

Enhancing awareness and participation of 

local actors and the general public on the 

implementation of the Stockholm 

Convention. Organized a workshop with 

local actors on the need to enhance 

implementation of the National 

Implementation Plan for the Stockholm 

Convention in Tanzania and conducted 

public awareness-raised through the 

media. 

 

GPA items: 1, 15, 56, 68, 164, 169, 170 

 

SDGs: 3, 5, 6, 11, 14, 15 

AGENDA for 

Environment and 

Responsible 

Development 

Tanzania 

 National report on PCBs, including a 

dialogue with, and training of government 

personnel, CSOs, and media stakeholders 

 

GPA items: 1, 15, 56, 68, 164, 169, 170 

 

SDGs: 3, 5, 6, 11, 14, 15 

Africa Foundation 

for Sustainable 

Development 

(AFSD) 

Mozambique 

 Developed messages and produced 

awareness materials – t-shirts, booklets, 

posters, fliers and stickers – on sound 

management of chemicals and wastes in 

Uganda mainly targeting five areas of 

advocacy in chemicals and wastes 

management in Uganda: tannery industry, 

agrochemicals, mercury use in ASGM, 

chemicals in consumer products and 

plastic (polythene) bags. 

 

GPA items: 9, 54, 57, 102, 112 

 

SDGs: 1, 2, 3, 6, 12, 14, 15 

National 

Association of 

Professional 

Environmentalists 

(NAPE) 

Uganda 

 Used the Community Green Radio located 

in Kiboga District in the oil rich region of 

Uganda; (www.greenradio.ug) to raise 

awareness about sound chemicals 

management in communities. 

 

GPA items: 9, 54, 57, 102, 112 

 

National 

Association of 

Professional 

Environmentalists 

(NAPE) 

Uganda 
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SDGs:1, 2, 3, 6, 12, 14, 15 

 Assessment of occupational, 

environmental and other impacts from the 

use of mercury in ASGM in Uganda 

 

GPA items: 7, 9, 23, 57, 64 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 15 

National 

Association of 

Professional 

Environmentalists 

(NAPE) 

Uganda 

 Conducted country-wide awareness-

raising through various social media, 

radio; National Stakeholder’s Forum, and 

news media including TV and radio 

 

GPA items: 9, 102, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 9, 11, 12 

Young Volunteers 

for the 

Environment -

Gambia (YVE 

Gambia) 

Gambia 

 “Stories from the Clean Room” – 

Screening of the movie by SHARPS in 

Korea to raise awareness about the impact 

of chemicals on workers in the electronics 

sector. 

 

GPA items: 112, 163 

 

SDGs: 10, 12 

Pesticide Action 

Nexus (PAN)- 

Ethiopia 

Ethiopia 

 “Stories from the Clean Room” – 

Screening of the movie by SHARPS in 

Korea to raise awareness about the impact 

of chemicals on workers in the electronics 

sector. 

 

GPA items: 112, 163 

 

SDGs: 10, 12 

Centre for 

Environment 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

Kenya 

 “Stories from the Clean Room” – 

Screening of the movie by SHARPS in 

Korea to raise awareness about the impact 

of chemicals on workers in the electronics 

sector. 

. 

 

GPA items: 112, 163 

 

SDGs: 10, 12 

Pan African 

Vision for the 

Environment-

Nigeria (PAVE 

Nigeria) 

Nigeria 

Governance Contributed to the development of the 

National Action Plan for ASGM in Kenya 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Kenya 
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GPA items: 9, 54, 56, 57 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 15 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

 Contribution to the national Policy 

Processes and Projects to reduce Mercury 

Use in ASGM in Kenya 

 

GPA items: 9, 54, 57, 195, 196 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 15 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

Kenya 

Formalization and Stimulating Effective 

Alliances and Networking for Artisanal 

and Small-Scale Miners (ASM) in East 

Africa 

 

GPA items: 9, 102, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 15 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

Kenya 

Legal gap analysis on policy and legal 

frameworks related to management and 

control of mercury-added products in 

Kenya 

 

GPA items: 54, 56, 64, 76, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 15 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

Kenya 

Conducting advocacy on the development 

of a regulation to eliminate lead in paint 

 

GPA items: 1, 7, 9, 45, 57 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

Children’s 

Environmental 

Health Foundation 

(CEHF) 

Zambia 

Engagement with the legislative arm of 

the government on Owino Uhuru lead 

poisoning and organized and delivered a 

petition to the Senate on lead poisoning in 

the community that led to the Senate 

visiting the community and issuing a 

report. Also, a Parliamentary Taskforce 

was formed to investigate the lead 

poisoning issue and issued an independent 

report 

 

GPA items: 1, 7, 9, 17, 112 

 

Center for Justice, 

Governance & 

Environmental 

Action (CJGEA) 

Kenya 
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SDGs :3, 4, 5, 8 

Campaigns and collaborative work 

resulted in an e-waste management and 

disposal national regulation with extended 

producer responsibility (EPR) by the 

Council in Ministers in 2018 

 

GPA items: 1, 13, 15, 43, 57 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

Pesticide Action 

Nexus-Ethiopia 

Ethiopia 

Participated in the development of the 

policy and legal framework including the 

new National Environment Act (NEA) of 

2019 and the National Environment 

Management Policy (NEMP) to align with 

the Act. 

 

GPA items: 1, 15, 56, 68, 164, 169, 170 

 

SDGs: 3, 5, 9, 11, 12, 14, 15 

National 

Association of 

Professional 

Environmentalists 

(NAPE) 

Uganda 

 Campaigning for lead paint regulations 

 

GPA items: 1, 7, 9, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

Young Volunteers 

for the 

Environment -

Gambia (YVE 

Gambia) 

Gambia 

 National Stakeholders’ Awareness Forum 

on Lead Paint Elimination signed a 

declaration to: (1) Government of The 

Gambia to adopt a law that will ban the 

manufacture, import, export, distribution, 

sale, and use of all types of paints 

containing total lead concentrations above 

90 ppm; (2) Paint manufacturers, 

importers, distributors and sellers to show 

their commitment to protecting children’s 

health by voluntarily stopping the 

production and sale of lead containing 

paints; and (3) Paint consumers to ask for 

full disclosure of a product’s lead content, 

and to choose and use paints that will not 

pose a lead exposure risk. 

 

GPA items: 1, 7, 9, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

Young Volunteers 

for the 

Environment -

Gambia (YVE 

Gambia) 

Gambia 
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Capacity 

Building 

CEJAD in collaboration with Kisiwani 

Conservation Network held a meeting 

with advisory members of the #pwanisafi 

project to plan for the establishment of a 

demonstration site for zero waste at Fort 

Jesus museum, old town, Mombasa 

 

GPA items: 262 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

Kenya 

Project Implementation Committee 

Meeting of the project “Integrating value 

Chain in Sustainable Solid Waste 

Management” in Wasini Island and 

Shimoni, Kwale County, Kenya in Kwale 

County Government Offices 

 

GPA items: 1, 13, 15, 43, 57, 72, 73 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

Kenya 

Sensitization and training workshop for 

women and youth groups affiliated with 

the Old Town Beach Management Unit 

(BMU) on plastic waste recovery, safe 

disposal (practices and enterprises) held in 

Mombasa county, Kenya 

 

GPA items: 43, 45, 51, 57, 74, 76 

 

SDGs: 3, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

Kenya 

Occupational health and safety training 

for miners in Migori county 

 

GPA items: 255 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 15 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

Kenya 

 Community meetings to create awareness 

on sustainable solid waste management in 

Wasini and Mkwiro villages in Wasini 

Island, Kwale County, Kenya. 

 

GPA items: 258 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

Kenya 

 Technical workshop on the review of the 

draft dental amalgam phase-down 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Kenya 
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guidelines and national oral health policy 

in Nairobi 

 

GPA items: 17, 54, 56, 57, 64, 76, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8, 14, 15 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

 Stakeholder dialogue workshop on 

national regulation of lead in paints in 

Kenya 

 

GPA items: 1, 7, 9, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

Kenya 

 Conducted training of trainers workshops 

on POPs. 

 

GPA items: 43, 45, 51, 57, 74, 76 

 

SDGs: 3, 5, 6, 11, 14, 15 

Participatory 

Ecological Land 

Use Management 

(PELUM) 

Lesotho 

 Trained traditional leaders on 

environmental health issues and the need 

to phase out highly hazardous pesticides, 

lead paints and mercury in products. 

 

GPA items: 1, 23, 27, 29, 51, 114, 116 

 

SDGs: 3, 5, 6, 11, 14, 15 

Children’s 

Environmental 

Health Foundation 

(CEHF) 

Zambia 

 Attended the Africa Regional Workshop, 

Promoting Regulatory Actions by 

Governments to Phase out Lead in Paint, 

29-30 May 2019, Abidjan 

 

GPA items: 43, 45, 51, 57, 74, 76 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

Children’s 

Environmental 

Health Foundation 

(CEHF) 

Zambia 

 Trained community champions and 

mobilizers on waste management 

 

GPA items: 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 161 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 

Children’s 

Environmental 

Health Foundation 

(CEHF) 

Zambia 

 Training aims at promoting safe and 

effective alternatives and substitutes to 

persistent, bioaccumulative, and toxic 

substances (PBTs) 

 

Irrigation, 

Training and 

Economy 

(IRTECO) 

Tanzania 
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GPA items: 1, 15, 56, 68, 164, 169 

 

SDGs: 3, 5, 6, 11, 14, 15 

 Capacity Strengthening and Technical 

Assistance for the Implementation of 

Stockholm Convention National 

Implementation Plans (NIPs) in African 

Least Developed Countries (LDCs) 

Programme. Results included two trained 

communities on POPs and their effects 

and raised public awareness on POPs 

management. 

 

GPA items: 43, 45, 51, 57, 74, 76 

 

SDGs: 3, 5, 6, 11, 14, 15 

AGENDA for 

Environment and 

Responsible 

Development 

Tanzania 

 Training NGOs on the sound management 

of chemicals and climate change 

 

GPA items: 54, 56, 64, 76, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 5, 6, 11, 13, 14, 15 

Uganda Network 

on Toxic-Free 

Malaria Control 

(UNETMAC) 

Uganda 

 Conducted public forums, awareness 

campaigns and mass protests within 

Owino Uhuru community in relation to 

the lead poisoning issue. The community 

was empowered on their right to a clean 

and healthy environment and educated on 

the various means to use in times of 

seeking redress violations/injustices. 

 

GPA items: 43, 45, 51, 57, 67, 76 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

Center for Justice, 

Governance & 

Environmental 

Action (CJGEA) 

Kenya 

 Training Owino Uhuru community 

members on environmental justice and 

equal environmental rights. They are now 

aware their rights to a clean and healthy 

environment which must be protected. 

 

GPA items: 54, 56, 64, 76, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

Center for Justice, 

Governance & 

Environmental 

Action (CJGEA) 

Kenya 

 Building the capacity of the regional 

NESMAC-U network in Bunyoro region 

through trainings to promoting the sound 

National 

Association of 

Uganda 
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management of chemicals within the oil 

region and enhance SAICM 

implementation 

 

GPA items: 9, 102, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 5, 6, 11, 14, 15 

Professional 

Environmentalists 

(NAPE)   

 Organized a national awareness and 

capacity building workshop on mercury 

and the Minamata convention for over 20 

civil society members from both rural and 

urban areas, providing updates on the 

government efforts to regulate the use of 

mercury products as well as progress on 

the signing and ratification of the 

Minamata Convention for Uganda 

 

GPA items: 43, 45, 51, 57, 67, 76 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8, 14, 15 

National 

Association of 

Professional 

Environmentalists 

(NAPE) 

Uganda 

 Organized capacity building and 

knowledge sharing visits among the 

artisanal small-scale gold miners on 

mercury free technology using borax. 

Some miners were taken to participate in 

the Mining Occupational Safety and 

Health (MinOSH) MINOSH conference 

in Odense in Denmark in August 2017 

 

GPA items: 43, 45, 51, 57, 67, 76 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 15 

National 

Association of 

Professional 

Environmentalists 

(NAPE)  

Uganda 

Illegal 

Traffic 

Sensitization workshop for border 

inspectors and media on the Minamata 

Convention on Mercury and Phase out of 

Mercury-Added Products in Nairobi 

Kenya.            

 

GPA items: 266 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8, 14, 15 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice and 

Development 

(CEJAD) 

Kenya 

 Monitoring the implementation of the 

Rotterdam and Bamako Conventions in 

Uganda 

 

GPA items: 266 

Uganda Network 

on Toxic-Free 

Malaria Control 

(UNETMAC) 

Uganda 
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SDGs: 3 
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Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) 
The IPEN CEE region is divided into two parts: European Union (EU) member states and non-

EU states. EU member states include Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Hungary, Estonia, 

Lithuania, Latvia, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, and Slovenia. Non-EU countries include Albania 

(EU candidate country), Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Macedonia (EU candidate 

country), Montenegro (EU candidate country), Serbia (EU candidate country), and Turkey (EU 

candidate country). While implementation of chemical safety legislation and its enforcement is 

governed according to EU rules in the northwestern and central part of the region, it is quite 

different in its eastern and southeastern part. However, these two parts are coming closer.  

 

EU countries have relatively strict regulations in place, especially REACH. However, the 

regulations are not necessarily fully implemented and some implementation loopholes occur. 

There is a strong pressure to harmonize legislation of non-EU countries in the region with EU 

legislation (mainly in the countries in the candidate process). In these countries NGOs play an 

important role. For example, in Serbia they are strongly involved in addressing issues related to 

chemicals in products or hazardous waste issues and they specifically work on SAICM. 

 

However, in general NGO work specifically addressing SAICM in the CEE region is quite 

limited. Especially for NGOs from the EU, SAICM is not a tool that would be frequently used. 

While NGOs often implement activities relevant to SAICM and are directly contributing to 

specific elements of the Global Plan of Action, they usually do not use SAICM to frame the 

activities. 

 

IPEN Participating Organizations in the region do not currently have systematic programs 

specifically addressing highly hazardous pesticides and occupational health is also rarely 

addressed. Most of the NGO activities relevant to SAICM fall under the Knowledge and 

Information category.       

 

Generally, NGOs in the CEE region are not usually part of a governmental SAICM 

implementation committee or process and the level of encouragement of their involvement is 

limited. Involvement of NGOs in developing strategies and the openness of governments to 

involve NGOs in their SAICM implementation activities are not on the highest level. However, 

some NGOs have been carrying out activities directly focused on SAICM implementation in 

their countries and in the region. 

 

According to experiences of NGOs from the CEE region, National SAICM Focal Points seem to 

be accessible. At the same time NGOs rarely contact them, as activities focused primarily and 

explicitly on SAICM implementation are not common in the region. Also, it can be said that 

there is a good level of cooperation between NGOs and different state institutions relevant to 

SAICM implementation (ministries, state agencies, etc.). In some countries, the absence of a 

coordinating body responsible for SAICM implementation makes it difficult for NGOs to 

monitor the progress of SAICM implementation effectively. 

 

SAICM must also be viewed as a process by which developed countries improve chemicals 

management. All signatory countries of SAICM made a firm commitment in 2006 at ICCM in 

Dubai that the sound management of chemicals is essential to achieve sustainable development 
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and that concerted actions need to be taken to reach the 2020 goal. This means that developed 

countries should be establishing inter-ministerial coordination committees, as well as involving 

civil society in decision-making, fully protecting industrial and agricultural workers, and 

implementing sufficient policies and programs to promote safe and effective alternatives and 

substitutes to persistent, bioaccumulative, and toxic substances (PBTs) as called for in the 

SAICM Global Plan of Action, among other places. 

 

Chemical safety in the region is improving in general, but it could be faster, according to NGOs. 

The discourse of economic crisis still negatively affects improvement of chemical safety. 

 

Gaps in SAICM Implementation 
A number of significant gaps for SAICIM implementation in the CEE region remain to be 

addressed. There are still sites contaminated by industrial activities where there is a need for 

clean-up. Contaminated sites include both working enterprises and obsolete factories and 

dumpsites. Many landfills in both EU and non-EU countries are in unsatisfactory condition (for 

example, missing drainage systems), which is especially problematic when combined with the 

insufficient level of hazardous waste separation. Clean-up activities can be considered slow and 

non-transparent due to insufficient enforcement and insufficient available finances. Also, there is 

a lack of compulsory action plans. 

 

Inadequate waste management and weaknesses of new waste legislation regarding chemical 

safety are a significant problem. The waste framework directive and Persistent Organic 

Pollutants (POPs) regulations allow the release of significant volumes of POPs through the waste 

flow, promotion of technologies producing new POPs (such as incineration of wastes), and more 

open borders to waste movement. Also, electronic and electrical waste (e-waste) is certainly an 

important issue, mainly in non-EU and new EU member countries. Procedures and facilities for 

adequate treatment for this emerging type of waste are still lacking and enforcement of 

regulations that do relate to e-waste is weak. Also, in the EU, the procedures for collection and 

management of e-waste are sometimes not clear enough. A significant amount of e-waste 

continues to be mixed with municipal waste in both EU and non-EU countries. 

 

Another example of a gap in handling waste properly is the European pollutant release and 

transfer register (PRTR), in which waste is not required to undergo chemical-specific reporting; 

rather only total amounts of hazardous waste generated by facilities is reported to the PRTR 

system. In addition, European PRTR does not cover all industries, but only those for which 

Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control (IPPC) permits are required. In non-EU countries 

(for example Belarus), the PRTR system is still under development, so the access to information 

about chemicals in the environment is still quite limited. 

 

An additional issue is that EU policy on POPs is mainly heavily oriented toward air releases and 

does not pay enough attention to other pathways of pollution by POPs. 

 

Furthermore, there are still double standards in chemical policy between EU and non-EU 

countries. The non-EU countries still have different (usually weaker) legislative and other 

measures to control chemicals. In these countries, the lack of clear communication and 
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information-sharing procedures between various state institutions and the absence of an 

integrated program of chemicals management are problems. 

 

There is also a need for strengthening multi-stakeholder approaches to develop chemicals 

management strategies on the national level. Although communication among stakeholders is 

vital, the tools and formal procedures for involvement of the public and NGOs in development of 

strategies are weak or lacking. This fact resonates with persisting lack of funding for civil society 

activities which is also an obstacle in building capacities of civil society and independent 

experts. Also, lack of industry involvement in implementation and financing of SAICM is a 

limitation for a multi-stakeholder approach. There is little understanding among 

business/industry representatives about their role in SAICM implementation. 

 

Lack of regular monitoring data and low accessibility by the public to data that is available is 

common in most of the non-EU countries in the region. This is also due to the lower capacity of 

laboratories available in these countries. However, even the situation in some EU countries is not 

satisfactory. Usually there is a problem with low emphasis on awareness-raising, the inability of 

the public to use the available information, and the inadequacy of monitoring. Moreover, in non-

EU countries, there is sometimes a problem with lack of laboratory capacity that makes it 

impossible to study chemicals such as dioxins or POPs without significant expenditures for 

international transport.  

 

In general, there are still many highly hazardous pesticides (HHPs) being used; many hazardous 

substances (like endocrine disrupting chemicals) are on the market, in cosmetics, food, and other  

everyday products (pesticides, phthalates, triclosan, etc.); multiple pesticide residues can still be 

found in food (especially in food from non-EU countries) and substitution within REACH is not 

happening. 

 

NGO Actions on Emerging Policy Issues and Issues of concern 
Actions have been performed in CEE on chemicals in products, endocrine disrupting chemicals, 

pharmaceutical pollutants, hazardous chemicals in electronics, and lead paint elimination. 

 

Chemicals in products 
A study was conducted in 19 countries of consumer products made using recycled plastic and 

revealed that toxic brominated flame retardants have been contaminating recycled plastics in 

consumer products across Europe. Separate research was also carried out in Belarus that studied 

labels and content of 29 plastic toys and child-related products. The majority of the items were 

tested for concentrations of toxic metals and bromine, and a few of them were tested for 

phthalates. The project helped highlight the challenges related to access to information about 

chemicals in products, and pointed out the concrete lack of information for the public on toys’ 

labels. 

 

Endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs) 
In Serbia, an investigation of Bisphenol A in thermal paper and plastic food packaging – 

including recycled plastic was performed. Analysis was also conducted about the presence of 

banned or restricted phthalates in toys and childcare articles with the aim of raising public 

awareness on toy health safety in Serbia. 

https://ipen.org/documents/toxic-loophole-recycling-hazardous-waste-new-products
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Pharmaceutical pollutants 
A public awareness-raising campaign in Belarus raised the issue of obsolete pharmaceuticals in 

the environment.  

 

Lead in paint 
NGOs in Albania and Belarus participated in the International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week 

to raise awareness of the issue of lead paint and the need for its elimination. 

 

Hazardous chemicals in electronics 
The South Korean documentary ‘Stories from the Clean Room’, produced by Supporters for the 

Health and Rights of People in the Semiconductor Industry (SHARPS) was screened by NGOs in 

Albania, Bulgaria and Czechia. 

 

Case study examples of SAICM implementation in the CEE region 
Here are two case study examples of SAICM implementation in CEE, including toxic recycling 

and public right to know. 

 

Revealing toxic recycling 
A study of consumer products made using recycled plastic revealed that toxic brominated flame 

retardants have been contaminating recycled plastics in consumer products across Europe. The 

study, an analysis of 430 plastic children’s toys, hair accessories, and kitchen utensils purchased 

in 19 European countries, showed that 109 (25%) had elevated levels of bromine, indicating 

potential presence of a brominated flame retardant. The 109 samples were then analyzed further 

for concentrations of specific brominated flame-retardant chemicals, which showed 50 (46%) 

would fail to meet the EU POPs Regulation if the product was composed of new plastic rather 

than recycled plastic. NGOs stressed that this regulatory loophole in the current legislation is not 

only bad for Europe, it is bad for the developing world as well. Europe currently sends 15 - 50% 

of its e-waste either illegally or as used electronics, containing hazardous levels of brominated 

flame retardants, to less developed countries in Asia and Africa, where it continues to persist and 

contaminate in the form of recycled plastics. 

 

Public right to know about chemicals in products 
Four IPEN organizations based in CEE are involved in the Life AskReach initiative. This right-

to-know effort created a mobile phone application, Scan4Chem, that allows the public to inquire 

if a product contains a Substance of Very High Concern. The answers provided by manufacturers 

are used for building a database of products with these substances that is accessible to the public. 

This is a good example of civil society’s innovative work related to regulations on access to 

information. They have created an easy-to-use process to make ingredients information readily 

accessible to the average person.  

 

SAICM implementation by NGOs in CEE region  
In general, CEE NGO actions on the issues connected to SAICM are rather limited. We assume 

that this is mainly due to the low availability of funding for such activities and by the high 

popularity and attractiveness of other environmental issues (energy, global warming, etc.) among 

the public and NGOs in the region. However, there are still a number of NGOs systematically 

https://ipen.org/documents/toxic-loophole-recycling-hazardous-waste-new-products
https://www.askreach.eu/scan4chem-app-for-checking-substances-of-very-high-concern-in-products-launched/
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working on the issue of chemicals management. Most of the activities fall under the Knowledge 

and Information category, but there is also a significant amount of work focused on Capacity 

Building and Governance. 

 

CSOs affiliated with IPEN have carried out various activities related to the national 

implementation of the SAICM GPA. Below are some examples of SAICM implementation from 

NGOs in the region. 

 

SAICM 

Objective 

NGO Activity and Results Names of NGOs Country 

Risk 

Reduction 

Mercury Country Situation report – 

identification of main problems with 

mercury in Albania and review of 

policies in place 

 

GPA items: 78 

 

SDGs: 12 

EDEN Center Albania 

 POPs Country Situation report – 

identification of main problems with 

POPs in Macedonia and review of 

policies in place 

 

GPA items: 78 

 

SDGs: 12 

EkoSvest Macedonia 

 Sampling of free-range chicken eggs in 

Ghana near an e-waste dumping site to 

demonstrate high levels of dioxins and 

other POPs. Collaboration with BAN 

shows EU e-waste is a source for the 

dump. 

 

GPA items: 47, 55, 72, 81, 82, 87, 88, 

132, 161, 169, 170, 171, 243, 259, 268, 

273 

 

SDGs: 3, 8, 12, 15, 16  

Arnika Czechia 

Knowledge 

and 

Information 

Life AskReach – development and 

promotion of a mobile app that can show 

content of SVHC in products after 

scanning a barcode. 

 

GPA items: 88, 89, 112, 163 

 

SDGs: 12 

Arnika 

ALHem 

Buy Responsibly 

Foundation Poland 

Zelena Akcija 

Czechia 

Serbia 

Poland  

 

Croatia 
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 Toxic Loophole – European study on 

content of hazardous chemicals in toys 

and child care products made from 

recycled plastics 

 

GPA items: 85, 88, 89, 112, 119, 121, 

150, 163 

 

SDGs: 12 

Arnika 

ALHem 

EDEN Center 

Center for 

Environmental 

Solutions (CES) 

Green Home 

Czechia 

Serbia 

Albania 

Belarus 

 

 

Montenegro 

 Toxic Bill – Study on presence of 

Bisphenol A (BPA) in thermal paper and 

plastic food packaging, but also in paper 

food packaging made by recycled paper; 

Information campaign; Promotion of 

safer alternatives 

 

GPA items: 85, 89, 112, 163 

 

SDGs: 12.4 

 

ALHem Serbia 

 Invisible Hands - Public debate on the 

issue of the so-called "Dumplings," or the 

people who carry out the actual waste 

gathering and waste separation in 

Bulgaria. 

 

GPA items: 161, 163 

 

SDGs: 10 

ZaZemiata & 

VOX POPULI 

Documentary 

Theater Studio & 

Department of 

History and 

Theory of Culture 

Bulgaria 

 Irecycle – Website promoting correct 

waste separation, including hazardous 

waste 

 

GPA items: 112, 119, 163 

 

SDGs: 12 

 

 

Center for 

Environmental 

Solutions (CES)  

Belarus 

 Pellets Monitoring – Collection of 

information on content of toxic chemicals 

in plastic pellets found at seashores 

 

GPA items: 85, 88, 89, 163 

 

SDGs: 12 

Mare Nostrum 

Buy Responsibly 

Foundation 

EDEN Center 

Romania 

Poland  

 

Albania 
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 Workshop for journalists writing on food 

and agriculture 

 

GPA items: 89, 112, 114 

 

SDGs: 12 

ZaZemiata Bulgaria 

 Obsolete pharmaceuticals in the 

environment – A campaign to raise an 

issue of EPPP in Belarus on various 

levels (consumers, pharmacies, 

producers, regulators) 

 

GPA items: 89,163 

 

SDGs: 12 

Center for 

Environmental 

Solutions (CES)  

Belarus 

 International Lead Poisoning Prevention 

Week – Public information campaign to 

raise awareness on the environmental 

health consequences of lead in paint 

 

GPA items: 112, 163 

 

SDGs: 3   

Center for 

Environmental 

Solutions (CES) 

EDEN Center 

Belarus, 

Albania 

 Stories from the Clean Room – Screening 

of an awareness raising movie on impact 

of chemicals on workers in the 

electronics sector. 

 

GPA items: 112, 163 

 

SDGs: 10, 12 

Arnika 

EDEN Center 

ZaZemiata 

Czechia 

Albania 

Bulgaria 

 Cry Game: Phthalates in Plastic Toys and 

Childcare Articles- analysis of the 

presence of banned or restricted 

phthalates in toys and childcare articles 

 

GPA items: 67, 72, 76, 110, 112, 121, 

122, 123 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

ALHem Serbia 

 Report: Raising Awareness on the Health 

Hazards of Chemicals in Toys- research 

on product labeling information and 

testing of children’s toys for heavy metals 

and EDCs 

 

CES Belarus 
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GPA items: 67, 72, 76, 110, 112, 121, 

122, 123 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Governance Znecistovatele.cz – Web application 

making access to PRTR data and their 

interpretation easy and understandable for 

the public 

 

GPA items: 179 

 

SDGs: 12, 16 

 

Arnika Czechia 

Capacity 

Building 

Waste Economics Conference – 100 

participants discussed the future of waste 

in Bulgaria 

 

GPA items: 196 

 

SDGs: 12 

ZaZemiata Bulgaria 

 Analysis of the situation and a proposal to 

amend the legislative framework 

and practice that can contribute to better 

rehabilitation of landfills in Belgrade 

 

GPA items: 258 

 

SDGs: 12 

Environmental 

Ambassadors 

Serbia 
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Eastern Europe, Caucasus, and Central Asia (EECCA) 
 

 
EECCA NGOs gather for a regional meeting in 2019  

 

The implementation of SAICM is still not a priority for the EECCA countries, and some of them 

do not even have governmental institutions responsible for SAICM implementation. In some 

countries SAICM Focal points have not been appointed yet. 

 

Chemical safety issues are handled by different government agencies, which lack coordination 

with each other. Sometimes there are obvious gaps in information sharing on chemicals 

management between relevant governmental agencies as well as between governments and other 

stakeholders. 

 

EECCA countries do not play an active role in international negotiations on a new chemicals and 

waste regime beyond 2020. Lack of participation undermines the ability of EECCA countries to 

ensure that their priorities are adequately addressed under the new regime. 

 

The situation with SAICM implementation has been further complicated by the ending of the 

Quick Start Programme (QSP) for enabling activity financing in 2015. The Special Programme 

as a successor to the QSP is limited to government requests only, which reduces public interest 

NGO access to funding for SAICM implementation. Nevertheless, there are some good practices 

of projects supported by the Special Programme in EECCA countries, implemented jointly by 

responsible government officials and NGOs.  

 

NGOs continue playing a crucial role in the implementation of SAICM in EECCA. This is 

reflected in their work on SAICM Issues of Concern, monitoring the work of the relevant 

governmental agencies, and raising stakeholder awareness on a variety of chemicals and waste 

issues. NGOs’ role as the watchdog of the implementation of the legally binding and voluntary 

chemicals regimes in the EECCA region helps to reveal gaps and challenges and identify 

relevant country needs and priority concerns. Regular EECCA regional meetings conducted by 

Eco-Accord as IPEN’s EECCA Regional Hub strengthen NGO capacity and understanding of 
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the work on sound chemicals and waste management in the frame of SAICM and the existing 

chemical treaties. 

 

Gaps in SAICM implementation  
While some EECCA countries are doing a lot in moving towards the sound management of 

chemicals and waste by strengthening their national legislations and harmonizing them with 

more progressive legislations in other countries and regions, many EECCA countries still lag 

behind, jeopardizing the health of their people and the environment. For example, EECCA 

countries took active part in the development of the text of the Minamata Convention on 

Mercury. However, to date only five EECCA countries have become signatories and only two 

countries have become Parties to the Convention. This situation does not allow the EECCA 

region to be fully involved in the implementation of the mercury treaty, which undermines their 

efforts in protecting the health of the citizens from mercury exposure. While none of the EECCA 

countries admitted to the practice of artisanal gold mining with use of mercury amalgamation 

process as a major problem, such mining operations occur in some EECCA countries and may 

result in serious environmental impacts, comparable to the ones faced now by some developing 

countries of Africa and Southeast Asia. It is also important to note that measurements of mercury 

levels in food products and body burden monitoring in EECCA countries are of a sporadic and 

non-systemic pattern. The countries do not issue recommendations on daily intake of mercury-

containing food products, including fish and rice, that are particularly important for pregnant 

women and children. In addition, in some EECCA countries, limits for mercury levels in fish are 

not set. In other EECCA countries that have established such limits, they are usually set at a 

weaker level than relevant limits of developed countries, thus reducing the level of protection of 

EECCA residents from the adverse health impacts of mercury. 

 

Good progress has been made in the accession and implementation of the Basel, Rotterdam and 

the Stockholm Conventions. Now all EECCA countries are Parties to the Basel Convention; 11 

out of 12 EECCA countries are Parties to the Stockholm Convention; and seven EECCA 

countries are Parties to the Rotterdam Convention. Nevertheless, being a Party to a convention 

does not mean that the treaty is being effectively implemented or that the relevant national 

legislation is being enforced.  

 

At every Conference of the Parties, new toxic substances are added to the list of the Stockholm 

Convention for elimination. However, the EECCA countries have no, or insufficient, capacity to 

deal with these chemicals, noting that they still have problems in addressing the 12 initial POPs. 

The recent surveys conducted by IPEN Participating Organizations of implementation of the 

Stockholm Convention by Azerbaijan, the Kyrgyz Republic and Russia, specifically in 

connection with polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), revealed serious problems in meeting the 

obligations under the Stockholm Convention. According to the information from the inventories, 

electric equipment (transformers and capacitors) containing PCB oils, as well as wastes 

contaminated by PCBs, are present in all three targeted countries. The government data obtained 

as a result of the inventories appears to be fragmentary and non-systemic, does not coincide with 

relevant data from elsewhere in the government’s records, and casts doubt on the accuracy of the 

information. 
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New challenges such as plastic pollution, rapid climate change, and toxic chemicals in consumer 

products (including products made of recycled plastic) pose additional problems for EECCA 

countries and add difficulties in fulfilling their obligations under international treaties. Lack of 

knowledge, capacity or experience in the sound chemicals and waste management in EECCA 

results in mismanagement of toxic waste, contamination of soil with highly hazardous pesticides, 

and water and air pollution from toxic emissions and releases. Lack of or no internationally 

certified laboratories or necessary laboratory equipment adds to the overall poor control and 

enforcement of existing legislation.  

 

All EECCA countries still lack national regulations to control lead in paint based on the 90 ppm 

standard, which is the recommended limit in UNEP’s Model Law and approved by many 

countries worldwide.  

 

All EECCA countries face serious problems with proper e-waste management: 

different degree of development and implementation of regulatory legal frameworks on waste 

management; 

• Lack of adequate level of organization of waste collection and recycling; 

• Lack of adequate financial capacity; 

• Lack of real statistics on waste generation and treatment for feasibility studies, economic 

forecasts, etc.; 

• Absence of or weak infrastructure for waste treatment; 

• Lack of extended producer responsibility and assistance to processors from the state and 

producers; 

• Difficulties with processing of hazardous components of e-waste; 

• Growing number of informal and illegal e-waste collection and processing enterprises; 

• low public awareness; and 

• A large amount of waste recycling is in the shadows, and recycling is not properly 

integrated into the overall waste management system. 

 

The decision of China and, potentially, other countries of Southeast Asia, to ban the import of 

plastic wastes will inevitably force developed countries to either deal with their own wastes or 

look for other dumping destinations. The EECCA region, with its weak and poorly enforced 

environmental legislation, is one of the real markets. The EECCA region needs to realize the 

urgency of the problem as soon as possible and start protecting its market from the waste of other 

countries, while at the same time addressing the growing volume of its own waste. However, 

only one out of 12 EECCA countries has ratified the Basel Ban Amendment. Other EECCA 

countries have yet to access to the Ban Amendment to ensure that their territories are better 

protected from hazardous waste imports. 

 

Lack of or no information disclosure of chemicals in consumer products, including toys and 

other products for children, is another serious problem faced by the EECCA countries. 

Consumers are deprived of the right to choose, because even the most basic information about 

what the toy is made of and what chemicals it contains is missing. Data obtained during 

chemicals in products projects in Armenia and Belarus showed that none of the product samples 

contained information about chemicals used in products, including heavy metals like lead or 

plastic additives like phthalates and others. In Armenia, for example, the study of labels in stores 
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showed that toys with an unknown composition are sold in the market, which can endanger 

children's health. Labels of 56 toys at 9 sales points were studied by Armenian Women for 

Health and a Healthy Environment (AWHHE – an IPEN Participating Organization). The 

obtained data revealed that 91% of the toys were imported from China. In 78.6% of the toys, the 

names of the substances used to make them are not mentioned in the labels; 43 of the toys 

(76.8%) out of 56 did not specify the name of the producer / manufacturer. In addition, brand 

name information was missing on 40 toy labels and a barcode was not indicated on 13 labels.  

 

These and other examples clearly indicate the need for a fundamental reform of existing 

chemical policy in EECCA countries to protect people and, above all, the most vulnerable groups 

such as children, women, the elderly, the disabled, and workers. Priority should be given to 

phasing out the most hazardous chemicals, developing safe alternatives, protecting high-risk 

communities and ensuring that those responsible for the creation and use of hazardous chemicals 

are held fully financially responsible for addressing human health and environmental damage. 

 

NGO Actions on Emerging Policy Issues and Issues of Concern 
NGOs in the EECCA region implemented several projects related to chemicals in products, 

highly hazardous pesticides, and hazardous chemicals in electronics. 

 

Chemicals in products 
Work on chemicals in products in the region was aimed at the identification of phthalates and 

heavy metals in toys, analysis of the availability of information on chemicals on product labels, 

and advocacy campaigns in targeted countries. The following activities were implemented: 

1. Product label analysis to identify information on hazardous chemicals in products, the 

manufacturer, and the country of origin of the manufacture; 

2. Literature analysis on toxic chemicals in toys; 

3. Analysis of the national legislation that controls toxic chemicals identified in the targeted 

products; 

4. Analysis of whether the recommendations under the CiP Programme and Guidelines are 

practical and help to provide information on chemicals in the targeted products; 

5. Preparation of information materials based on the literature and legislation analysis; 

6. Posting of all data publicly on the IPEN website and the websites of IPEN Participating 

Organizations; 

7. Participation in an IPEN-organized webinar/dialogue on CiP Programme requirements 

and challenges; 

8. Organization of a round table with product manufacturers, retailers, governmental 

officials, consumer groups and NGOs to discuss project reports and related materials, 

recommendations within the CiP Programme on information disclosure, and development 

of steps further towards the CiP Programme implementation and strengthening of the 

national legislation in the targeted countries; 

9. Distribution of timely toxic alerts to consumers covering hazards of certain chemicals in 

the targeted products to minimize exposure and take precaution; and 

10. Provision of information on the success or failure of CiP Programme implementation to 

UNEP and during SAICM meetings. 
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Regional meeting of EECCA NGOs 

 

Highly hazardous pesticides 
Several EECCA NGOs participated in an awareness-raising campaign on highly hazardous 

pesticides production and use and their health effects. A webinar was organized by the EECCA 

IPEN Hub on HHPs application in the EECCA region, with the goal to share information about 

HHPs health hazards, the availability of safer alternatives, and the ecosystem-based approach as 

the way to eliminate HHPs. NGOs also compared their national lists of pesticides that are being 

used with the list of Highly Hazardous Pesticides that was prepared by Pesticide Action 

Network. HHPs were found in each EECCA country involved in the survey.  

 

Hazardous chemicals in electronics 
Several EECCA NGOs participated in showing screenings of “Stories from the Clean Room” – a 

film that documents health impacts and toxic chemical use in the Korean electronics industry 

which was made by Supporters for Health and Rights of People in the Semiconductor Industry 

(SHARPS). The screenings were conducted with the aim to raise awareness of the hazards of 

electronics production among the broad community of relevant professionals. The goal of the 

campaign was to highlight the potential risks posed by the use of chemicals in the electronics 

industry. NGOs, university, medical professionals, academia and media were invited to view the 

video and discuss the related hazards and ways to protect employees. The demonstration of the 

film was followed by a short presentation by NGO experts describing health hazards of 

chemicals used in the electronics industry and ways to protect workers’ health. A brief Q&A 

session was conducted and a report from each targeted country was delivered. 

 

Case-study examples of SAICM implementation in EECCA 
Here are three case study examples of SAICM implementation in the EECCA region, including 

e-waste management, awareness-raising on a widely used pesticide and ecological alternatives, 

and developing an EECCA platform for a safe and healthy environment. 

 

Improving and strengthening the legislative framework for effective electrical and 
electronic waste management in the Kyrgyz Republic 
Rapid growth of the amount of electronic waste in the waste flow in Kyrgyzstan, as well as the 

lack of e-waste management system in the country caused concerns in the society as there is a 

growing amount of evidence of the negative consequences of e-waste on human health and the 

environment. Electronic waste in the hierarchy of solid waste ranks first in terms of complexity 

of the process of disposal and further use. Nonetheless, as the international experience shows, 

https://ipen.org/news/stories-clean-room
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there are ways to address the issue of disposal of this type of waste if there is a real commitment 

from the government, including legislative support and active public positions concerning this 

issue. 

 

In this context, the project activity by Independent Ecological Expertise was aimed at developing 

proposals and recommendations for the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic at the legislative 

level to establish a comprehensive approach and proper management system for waste of 

electrical and electronic equipment (EEEW). An expert working group carried out the study, 

drawing on a review of the international experience in this field, various analytical studies, 

available developments within the frame of national legislation, and expert analysis aimed at 

identification of the opportunities to adapt the best international practices for use in the country. 

 

The work within the frame of project activity was conditionally divided into four stages: 

1. At the first stage, a review of the international experience was conducted in the field of 

EEEW management based on the study of the legislation of developed countries. 

2. At the second stage, the experience of Member States of the Eurasian Economic Union 

(EAEU) in this field was examined. 

3. At the third stage, national legislation was reviewed and gaps and needs were identified.  

4. At the fourth stage, proposals and recommendations for decision-makers were developed 

to establish an efficient management system.  

 

Awareness-raising on glyphosate and agro-ecological alternatives 
An awareness-raising project by Armenian Women for Health and a Healthy Environment 

(AWHHE) on potential risks from glyphosate and existing agro-ecological alternatives primarily 

focused on decision-makers in the area of chemical safety, NGOs, farmers, and other 

stakeholders. The project raised awareness among women and children as most vulnerable 

groups. The guidelines on hazardous pesticides in the FAO Code of Conduct were translated into 

Armenian and disseminated at the training for stakeholders along with a brochure called, 

“Minimizing the impact of glyphosate remains a priority.” An appeal from civil society groups 

calling for banning glyphosate was sent to the Minister of Agriculture of Armenia. The response 

was the creation of a working group on the issue. AWHHE also organized a training for NGOs 

on the guidelines on hazardous pesticides from the FAO Code of Conduct with the participation 

of representatives from the Ministry of Agriculture and the FAO office in Armenia. 

Understanding was reached that Armenia should look at positive developments in countries that 

are moving towards banning or have already banned glyphosate. Banning glyphosate in Armenia 

would be a longer-term objective, which civil society organizations will continue pursuing and 

advocating for. The door for further dialogue with decision-makers is open, and the farmers have 

been sensitized. The lack of drop-in alternatives to glyphosate is a challenge and this points to 

the necessity of changes in agricultural practices.  

 

Developing an EECCA platform for a safe and healthy environment 
At the recent EECCA NGO regional meeting held in August, 2019 in Volgograd, Russia, a 

group of IPEN Participating Organizations, coordinated by Eco-Accord developed the EECCA 

Platform for a safe and healthy environment. The Platform includes recommendations for 

reforming the chemicals and waste management system in the region, which currently does not 

protect public health and the environment from toxic substances. The Platform inter alia states 
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that fundamental reform in the current chemical legislation of EECCA countries is necessary to 

protect people and, above all, the most vulnerable groups, namely, children, women, the elderly, 

the disabled, and workers. Measures should be taken as a priority to phase-out the most 

hazardous chemicals, develop safe alternatives, protect high-risk communities and ensure that 

those responsible for the creation and use of hazardous chemicals take full financial 

responsibility for addressing the resulting health and environmental damage. 

 

SAICM implementation by NGOs in the EECCA region 
In 2016, a Strategy of work was developed by IPEN participating organization in EECCA for the 

period until 2030 with the first reporting period in 2020. The Strategy prioritizes the most 

important areas of work, and suggests a road map and a fundraising plan to move forward. The 

Strategy is considered every year and necessary revisions are made to keep it up to date and 

insure it addresses the most relevant issues for EECCA countries. 

 

Civil society organizations affiliated to IPEN have carried out various activities related to the 

national implementation of the SAICM Global Plan of Action. Below are some examples of 

SAICM implementation from NGOs in the region. 

 

 

SAICM 

Objective 

NGO Activity and Results Names of NGOs Country 

Risk 

Reduction 

IPEN PCBs elimination project 

 

GPA Items: 68 

 

SDGS: 4, 5, 6, 13, 14 

RUZGAR 

Independent 

Ecological 

Expertise 

ECOSPES 

Azerbaijan 

Kyrgyzstan 

 

 

Russia 

 Participation in the preparation of IPEN 

position papers for the BRS and the 

Minamata CEE regional meetings, 

participation in the meetings 

 

GPA Items: 169 

 

SDGs: 2, 3, 9, 11, 12 

Eco-Accord 

Armenian Women 

for Health and 

Healthy 

Environment 

(AWHHE) 

Independent 

Ecological 

Expertise 

Russia  

Armenia 

 

 

 

 

Kyrgyzstan 

 

 Participation in the preparation of IPEN 

position papers and participation in the 

BRS and the Minamata COPs 

 

GPA Items: 169 

 

SDGs: 3, 9, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17 

Eco-Accord 

Armenian Women 

for Health and 

Healthy 

Environment 

(AWHHE) 

MAMA-86 

Independent 

Ecological 

Expertise 

Greenwomen 

Russia  

Armenia 

 

 

 

 

Ukraine 

Kyrgyzstan 

 

 

Kazakhstan 
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 Overview of the current situation on 

mercury pollution in the Republic of 

Kazakhstan, including review of the 

current situation, identification of 

problems and preparation of 

recommendations to improve the 

situation  

 

GPA Items: 54, 55, 114, 124, 172, 173, 

177 

 

SDGs: 3, 9, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17 

The Center 

"Cooperation for 

Sustainable 

Development" 

(CSD) 

Kazakhstan 

 Support for the creation of infrastructure 

for the collection and utilization in an 

environmentally sound manner, of waste 

electrical and electronic equipment in 

Almaty 

 

GPA Items: 15,16,17,19, 138, 140-145, 

147, 148,149 

 

SDGS: 3, 9, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17 

Centre for 

Sustainable 

Production and 

Consumption 

Kazakhstan 

 Implementation of IPEN project to phase 

out HHPs  

 

GPA Items: 20-23, 32-42 

 

SDGs: 2, 3, 8, 15 

Eco-Accord 

For Clean Fergana 

Armenian Women 

for Health and 

Healthy 

Environment 

(AWHHE) 

Centre in Support 

of Sustainable 

Development 

Chemical Safety 

Agency 

Russia 

Uzbekistan 

Armenia 

 

 

 

Kazakhstan 

 

 

 

Ukraine 

 Promotion of IPEN activities on lead 

paint in EECCA region 

 

GPA Items: 1, 7, 9, 45, 57 

 

SDGs: 3, 14, 15 

Eco-Accord Russia 

 Promotion of IPEN activities on 

addressing plastic pollution in EECCA 

region 

 

GPA Items: 67, 72, 76, 110, 112, 121, 

122, 123, 266 

Eco-Accord Russia 
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SDGs: 3, 14, 15 

 Lead in paint project in Russia: paint 

testing, advocacy work, strengthening 

national/regional legislation 

 

GPA Items: 1, 7, 9, 45, 57 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 15 

Eco-Accord Russia 

 Lead in paint project in Kazakhstan: 

paint testing, advocacy work, 

strengthening national / regional 

legislation 

 

GPA Items: 1, 7, 9, 45, 57 

 

SDGs: 3,11,12,15 

Greenwomen 

Human Health 

Institute 

Kazakhstan 

 Research and advocacy work on 

phthalates in toys in countries of 

Eurasian Economic Union 

 

GPA Items: 67, 72, 76, 110, 112, 121, 

122, 123 

 

SDGS: 3, 9, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17 

Eco-Accord 

Greenpeace-

Russia 

Armenian 

Women for 

Health and 

Healthy 

Environment 

(AWHHE) 

Human Health 

institute 

Independent 

Ecological 

Expertise 

Russia 

Russia 

 

Armenia 

 

 

 

 

 

Kazakhstan 

 

Kyrgyzstan 

 Preparation of an analytical report on 

the situation with synthetic detergents in 

Ukraine (basis for updating the current 

technical regulation of synthetic 

detergents and refusal to develop the 

draft law) 

 

GPA Items: 211, 217, 223, 229, 246, 

267 

 

SDGs: 3, 9, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17 

Chemical Safety 

Agency 

Ukraine 

 Project aimed to build stakeholder 

capacity on POPs, mercury and medical 

waste. The project updated the National 

Implementation Plan for the Stockholm 

The Center 

"Cooperation for 

Sustainable 

Kazakhstan 
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Convention, prepared training modules 

and trained professionals on safe 

management of POPs, mercury and 

medical waste  

 

GPA Items: 54, 55, 114, 124, 172, 173, 

177 

 

SDGs: 3, 9, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17 

Development" 

(CSD) 

 Participation in the development of an 

inventory of mercury pollution sources 

in Russia 

 

GPA Items: 57, 58, 59 

 

SDGs: 3, 9, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17 

Eco-Accord Russia 

 Project to analyze the current situation 

in industrial waste management in 

Kazakhstan and develop 

recommendations on promising waste 

treatment areas in Kazakhstan  

 

GPA Items: 161, 162, 187, 258, 259, 

260, 262 

 

SDGs: 3, 9, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17 

The Center 

"Cooperation for 

Sustainable 

Development" 

(CSD) 

Kazakhstan 

 POPs monitoring in products campaign 

 

GPA Items: 72, 80, 81, 82  

 

SDGs: 3, 9, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17 

Eco-Accord Russia 

 Participation in the preparation of a 

review of sources of generation and 

accumulation of mercury-containing 

wastes in Ukraine 

 

GPA Items: 57, 58, 59 

 

SDGs: 3, 9, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17 

Chemical Safety 

Agency 

 

Ukraine 

 

 Participation in the preparation of an 

analysis of mercury-containing waste 

management in Ukraine (utilization 

methods, technologies and equipment 

for disposal), identification problems 

and trends 

 

Chemical Safety 

Agency 

 

Ukraine 
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GPA Items: 57, 58, 59 

 

SDGs: 3, 9, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17 

 Participation in the preparation of an 

analysis of the legislative regulation of 

mercury-containing waste management 

in Ukraine and its comparison with EU 

countries’ legislation 

 

GPA Items: 57, 58, 59 

 

SDGs: 3, 9, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17 

Chemical Safety 

Agency 

 

Ukraine 

 

 Toxic Loophole: Brominated flame-

retardant recycling into new products 

 

GPA Items: 72 

 

SDGs: 3, 9, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17 

Eco-Accord Russia 

 IPEN global plastics monitoring project 

 

GPA items: 67, 72, 76, 110, 112, 121, 

122, 123, 266 

 

SDGs:11, 12, 14 

Eco-Manguistau 

RUZGAR 

Kazakhstan 

Azerbaijan 

 Participation in SAICM IP3, Bangkok, 

Thailand 

 

GPA Items: 166, 170, 171, 173, 178  

 

SDGs: 3, 9, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17 

Eco-Accord 

Armenian Women 

for Health and 

Healthy 

Environment 

(AWHHE) 

Chemical Safety 

Agency 

Russia 

Armenia 

 

 

 

 

Ukraine 

Knowledge 

and 

Information 

Project aimed to develop a PRTR 

system in Kazakhstan 

 

GPA items: 124, 125, 177, 178, 192, 

247 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16 

The Center 

"Cooperation for 

Sustainable 

Development" 

(CSD) 

Kazakhstan 

 Project aimed to develop a plastic waste 

collection and recycling system in 

Kazakhstan 

 

GPA items: 67, 72, 76, 110, 112, 121, 

122, 123, 266 

The Center 

"Cooperation for 

Sustainable 

Development" 

(CSD) 

Kazakhstan 



50 

 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

 Awareness-raising project on potential 

risks from glyphosate and existing 

agroecological alternatives primarily 

focused on decision-makers in the area 

of chemical safety, NGOs, and farmers 

 

GPA items: 23, 27, 30, 36, 37, 39, 41, 

52, 114, 116 

 

SDGs: 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 12, 13, 16 

Armenian Women 

for Health and 

healthy 

Environment 

(AWHHE) 

Armenia 

 Raising awareness on health hazards of 

phthalates in toys  

 

GPA items: 67, 72, 76, 110, 112, 121, 

122, 123 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Armenian Women 

for Health and 

healthy 

Environment 

(AWHHE) 

Armenia 

 Advocacy work on lead paint 

elimination in Azerbaijan with the goal 

to develop a national law with a 90ppm 

lead limit in paints 

 

GPA items: 1, 7, 9, 45, 57 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

RUZGAR Azerbaijan 

 Promoting organic farming in Georgia 

 

GPA items: 23, 27, 30, 36, 37, 39, 41, 

52, 114, 116  

 

SDGs: 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 12, 13, 16 

Gamarjoba Georgia 

 Analysis of the Stockholm Convention 

implementation in Kazakhstan 

 

GPA items: 54, 55, 114, 124, 172, 173, 

177 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Greenwomen Kazakhstan 

 Overview of plastic production, use and 

disposal in EECCA 

 

GPA items: 67, 72, 76, 110, 112, 121, 

122, 123, 266 

 

Greenwomen 

Eco-Accord 

Kazakhstan 

Russia 
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SDGs:11, 12, 14 

 Practical work with schoolchildren on 

research of plastic pollution of beaches 

and banks of water bodies to strengthen 

the position of supporters of the 

adoption of the bill “On limiting the 

turnover of plastic bags in Ukraine” and 

subsequent measures 

 

GPA items: 67, 72, 76, 110, 112, 121, 

122, 123, 266 

 

SDGs:11, 12, 14 

Chemical Safety 

Agency 

Ukraine 

 Information campaign on the negative 

effects of lead in paint in the media, 

social media, schools and online 

webinar at Friendlic Clinic 

 

GPA items: 1, 7, 9, 45, 57 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Chemical Safety 

Agency 

Ukraine 

 Awareness-raising campaign on the safe 

and proper purchase of children’s 

products 

 

GPA items: 67, 72, 76, 110, 112, 121, 

122, 123 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Chemical Safety 

Agency 

Ukraine 

 Advocacy work for the adoption of a 

national technical regulation on lead 

elimination from paint in Ukraine 

establishing lead content limit in paints 

 

GPA items: 1, 7, 9, 45, 57 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Chemical Safety 

Agency 

Ukraine 

 Advocacy work at the national level for 

the approval of 90 ppm lead limit in the 

non-volatile-matter content part of the 

paint (Health Standard, Sanitary 

regulation) 

 

GPA items: 1, 7, 9, 45, 57 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Chemical Safety 

Agency 

Ukraine 
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 Overview of lead paint legislation in 

Kazakhstan 

 

GPA items: 1, 7, 9, 45, 57 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Greenwomen Kazakhstan 

 Overview of nano technologies and 

nano particles production and use in 

EECCA 

 

GPA items:  

Appendix 1 to table B of the Global Plan 

of Action  

Work activities relating to 

nanotechnologies and manufactured 

nanomaterials: 4-7, 9 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Greenwomen Kazakhstan 

 Two webinars on nano pollution  

 

GPA items:  

Appendix 1 to table B of the Global Plan 

of Action  

Work activities relating to 

nanotechnologies and manufactured 

nanomaterials: 

4-7, 9 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Greenwomen Kazakhstan 

 Documentary exhibition of "Stories from 

the Clean Room" and awareness-raising 

on the impacts of electrical equipment on 

human health and the environment 

 

GPA items: 15,16,17,19, 138, 140-145, 

147, 148, 149 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 14, 15 

Georgian 

Environmental and 

Biological 

Monitoring 

Association 

(GEBMA) 

Armenian Women 

for Health and 

Healthy 

Environment 

(AWHHE) 

Toxic Action 

Network CA 

ECOM 

Eco-Accord 

Georgia 

 

 

 

 

 

Armenia 

 

 

 

 

Kyrgyzstan 

 

Kazakhstan 

Russia 

 Study on field pollution by asbestos 

plant emissions in Kant, Kyrgyzstan 

Toxic Action 

Network CA 

Kyrgyzstan 
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GPA items: 15, 16, 17, 19, 20 

 

SDGs: 3, 8, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16 

 EECCA awareness-raising campaign to 

phaseout HHPs (glyphosate)  

 

GPA items: 23-20, 32-42 

 

SDGs: 3, 8, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16 

Eco-Accord 

Greenwomen 

FSCI 

MAMA-86 

Independent 

Ecological 

Expertise 

Russia 

Kazakhstan 

Tajikistan 

Ukraine 

Kyrgyzstan 

 Participation in the International Lead 

Poisoning Prevention Week of Action 

 

GPA items: 1, 7, 9, 45, 57 

 

SDGs: 3, 8, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16 

Eco-Accord 

Foundation in 

Support of Civil 

Initiatives 

Chemical Safety 

Agency 

RUZGIAR 

Armenian Women 

for Health and 

Healthy 

Environment 

(AWHHE) 

Greenwomen 

Eco-Contact 

Russia 

Tajikistan 

 

 

Ukraine 

 

Azerbaijan 

Armenia 

 

 

 

 

Kazakhstan 

Moldova 

 Information and education campaign to 

raise awareness of asbestos-related 

diseases and preventive measures 

 

GPA items: 15,16,17,19,20 

 

SDGs: 3, 8, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16 

Chemical Safety 

Agency 

Ukraine 

Governance Participation in the project aimed at 

strengthening capacities for national 

implementation of chemicals- and 

wastes-related international agreements 

in Kyrgyzstan 

 

GPA Items: 169, 171,172, 186, 209, 

215, 267, 272 

 

SDGs: 11, 13, 14, 15 

Independent 

Ecological 

Expertise 

Kyrgyzstan 

 Participation in the project on 

strengthening capacities for national 

implementation and ratification of the 

Foundation in 

Support of Civil 

Initiatives 

Tajikistan 
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chemicals and waste conventions in 

Tajikistan 

 

GPA Items: 169, 171,172, 186, 209, 

215, 267, 272 

 

SDGs: 11, 13, 14, 15 

 Coordination of the NGO work on the 

implementation of the Minamata 

Convention on mercury in EECCA 

 

GPA Items: 57, 58, 59 

 

SDGs: 11, 13, 14, 15 

Eco-Accord Russia 

 EECCA Platform for a safe and healthy 

environment, which includes 

recommendations for reforming the 

chemicals and waste management system 

in the region 

 

GPA Items: 4, 11, 12, 13, 17, 34, 55, 

111,114, 120, 141, 155, 162, 166, 169, 

171, 172, 186, 204, 209, 215, 260, 267, 

272,  

 

 

SDGs: 11, 13, 14, 15 

Eco-Accord 

Volgograd-

Ecopresss 

Armenian 

Women for 

Health and 

Healthy 

Environment 

(AWHHE) 

FSCI 

Greenwomen 

Independent 

Ecological 

Expertise 

Chemical Safety 

Agency 

Russia 

Russia 

 

Armenia 

 

 

 

 

 

Tajikistan 

Kazakhstan 

Kyrgyzstan 

 

 

Ukraine 

 Participation in drafting the national 

legislation on lead paint elimination 

based on the GAELP Model Law 

approach 

 

GPA Items: 1, 7, 9, 45, 57 

 

SDGs: 11, 14, 15 

Chemical Safety 

Agency 

Ukraine 

 Improving and strengthening the 

legislative framework for effective 

electrical and electronic waste 

management in the Kyrgyz Republic 

 

GPA Items: 71,72,73,  

From new activities relating to the 

environmentally sound management of 

Independent 

Ecological 

Expertise 

Kyrgyzstan 
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nanotechnologies and manufactured 

nanomaterials and hazardous substances 

within the life-cycle of electrical and 

electronic products in the Global Plan of 

Action of the Strategic Approach: E-

products green design; environmentally 

sound manufacturing, awareness raising: 

1-13 

 

SDGs: 11, 13, 14, 15 

 Participation in the development of the 

technical regulation on the safety of 

paints in the Eurasian Economic Union 

 

GPA Items: 1, 7, 9, 45, 57 

 

SDGs: 11, 14, 15 

 

Eco-Accord 

Greenwomen 

Armenian Women 

for Health and 

Healthy 

Environment 

(AWHHE) 

Independent 

Ecological 

Expertise 

Russia 

Kazakhstan 

Armenia  

 

 

 

 

Kyrgyzstan 

Capacity 

Building 

Regional meetings on raising capacity 

of IPEN Participating Organizations in 

EECCA: organizational strengthening 

and trainings on fundraising, gender 

equality, waste management, and 

advocacy work 

 

GPA Items: 114, 120, 141, 155, 162, 

166, 169, 171, 172, 186, 204, 209, 215, 

260, 267, 272,  

 

SDGs: 3, 5, 12, 14, 15, 17 

Eco-Accord Russia 

 Development of the regional strategy of 

work for IPEN Participating 

Organizations in EECCA 

 

GPA Items: 114, 120, 141, 155, 162, 

166, 169, 171, 172, 186, 204, 209, 215, 

260, 267, 272 

 

SDGs: 11, 13, 14, 15 

Eco-Accord Russia 

  

 Coordination of developmemt of NGO 

appeals and inquiry letters to 

government officials of EECCA 

countries and the Eurasian Economic 

Commission on various issues related to 

Eco-Accord Russia  



56 

 

the BRS and the Minamata Conventions 

and SAICM. 

 

GPA Items:114, 120, 141, 155, 162, 

166, 169, 171, 172, 186, 204, 209, 215, 

260, 267, 272 

 

SDGs: 11, 13, 14, 15 

 Enabled the Republic of Tajikistan to 

work towards coordinated 

implementation of SAICM and 

contribute to GHS implementation 

through support of GHS capacity 

building 

 

GPA Items: 89, 93, 94, 107, 146, 147, 

168, 190, 248, 250 

 

SDGs: 3, 4 

Foundation in 

Support of Civil 

Initiatives 

Tajikistan 

 Enabled the Kyrgyz Republic to work 

towards coordinated implementation of 

SAICM and contribute to GHS 

implementation through support of GHS 

capacity building 

 

GPA Items: 89, 93, 94, 107, 146, 147, 

168, 190, 248, 250 

 

SDGs: 3, 4 

Independent 

Ecological 

Expertise 

Kyrgyzstan 

Illegal traffic Collected data on pesticide illegal trade 

in Ukraine, Belarus and Moldova; 

preparation of a report for UNEP global 

report on illegal trade in chemicals 

 

GPA Items: 204, 234, 265, 268, 261, 

264, 265, 268, 269 

 

SDGS: 9, 12, 15 

MAMA-86 Ukraine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collecting data on pesticide illegal trade 

in Kazakhstan; preparation of a report 

for UNEP global report on illegal trade 

in chemicals 

 

GPA Items: 204, 234, 261, 264, 265, 

268, 269 

 

Ecoforum 

Kazakhstan/Living 

Asia 

Kazakhstan 



57 

 

 SDGs: 9, 12, 15 
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Francophone Africa 
In line with the 2012-2015 findings, countries in the region still have many challenges, 

weaknesses, and threats harmful to the achievement the 2020 goal. They also have different 

priorities depending on the national circumstances. Despite these challenges, chemical safety 

has continued to improve through the combined efforts of various stakeholders, including not 

solely governments and public interest NGOs, but also industry as illustrated by the lead paint 

elimination efforts in the region.  

 

In general, work in Benin, Cameroon, Senegal, Togo, Guinea Conakry, Republic of Congo, Côte 

d’Ivoire and Mali indicates that SAICM implementation is seen broadly as projects, actions and 

measures to address chemical and wastes challenges. SIACM has continued to be carried out by 

States with the active participation of civil society organizations. For this reporting period, new 

civil society organizations from Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Cameroon and Niger 

have joined the efforts.  

 

SAICM implementation has provided the opportunity for NGOs to raise and bring to the table 

many issues related to the problem of toxic chemicals, including lead, mercury, dioxins and 

furans, highly hazardous pesticides, and chemical safety in waste management (including plastic 

wastes, artisanal mining wastes and electronic wastes). In several countries, SAICM has 

continued to build on existing framework created in the past years that allows the participation 

of many stakeholders (public and private services, industrial development corporations, research 

institutes, universities, NGOs) and various sectors (agriculture, health, labour) interested in and 

responsible for the issue of chemicals management. Information, seminars, workshops and 

capacity-building activities have remained the major tools used by various actors in the region to 

deliver on almost all the five overarching objectives of SAICM; risk reduction, information and 

knowledge, capacity building, governance and illegal traffic.  

  

In Cameroon, although the key sectoral ministries (such as those in charge of agriculture, 

environment, and public health) and industry, labour and the private sector have continued to 

contribute significantly (through their participation in the SAICM National Coordination 

Committee) to the implementation of activities consistent with the objectives of SAICM, the 

NGO Centre de Recherche et d’Education pour le Développement (CREPD) continued to assist 

government efforts towards the implementation of SAICM by leading interventions on lead 

paint elimination, mercury (particularly dental amalgam), highly hazardous pesticides, POPs, 

plastic pollution, and artisanal small-scale gold mining and wastes. A handful of other NGOs in 

Cameroon including the Centre Optionnel pour la Promotion et la Régénération Economique et 

Sociale Secteur Afrique (COPRESSA), Jeunes Volontaires pour l’Environnement (JVE), World 

Action Phyto Protection (WAPP), and Terre et Développement have conducted several activities 

on PCBs and others POPs issues, plastics, and mercury.  

 

The Cameroonian government was not able to execute its National SAICM implementation plan 

adopted in 2014 with the support of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and 

the United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) due to the lack of financial, 

technological and sufficient qualified human resources.  The National SAICM Coordination 

Committee in place since 2014 remains a multi-stakeholder and multisectoral mechanism 

comprising public and private services, relevant government ministries, industries, NGOs, 
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research centers, and universities intended to coordinate national works on chemical safety and 

propose policy options to the government.  CREPD is key member of this coordinating 

mechanism.  

 

Through the combined effort catalyzed by CREPD, that pooled together the relevant key 

ministries (environment, health and industry), the paint industry, pediatricians, consumer 

organization, media and experts, the first national regulation on lead paint in Africa setting the 

maximum level of lead in paints at 90 ppm was adopted by Cameroon on September 21, 2017. 

Since then, several activities have been regularly organized by the CREPD to continue to alert 

the public and regulators about the dangers of lead, in particular the enforcement of the lead 

paint regulation, the fate of old lead paint in buildings, and the necessity to address other sources 

of lead exposures (lead batteries, artisanal cookware, artisanal mining etc.). 

 

 
Mr. Yves Nzitat, Communication Officer at CREPD,  

on TV media advocating for lead paint elimination  

during the ILWPPA; (Photo: CREPD - 2017 

 

Training of informal sector workers exposed to lead, in collaboration with Occupational 

Knowledge International and the Department of Chemistry, Geology & Physics at Ashland 

University (USA), and with support from the Maquiladora Health & Safety Support Network 

and the Developing World Outreach Initiative of the Northern California American Industrial 

Hygiene Association, has continued to be very useful.  

 

Since 2016, the lead paint project has also been scaled up to cover other countries in west Africa 

with small grants from the IPEN Network. CREPD, Jeunes Volontaires pour l’Environnement 

(JVE) Côte d’Ivoire, GAPROFFA Benin, Carbone Guinée and Amis de la Terre Togo are 

playing the leading roles towards the effective elimination of lead paints in their respective 

countries.  

 

The NGO Jeunes Volontaires pour l'Environnement Cameroon has also carried out several 

activities within the framework of the implementation of SAICM, including active participation 

in the international lead poisoning prevention week in 2018 and 2019. This NGO also carried out 

capacity-building campaigns for young people, women and the media on the regulatory and 

institutional framework for toxic chemicals in Cameroon. It also contributed to PCBs awareness-
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raising campaigns in Cameroon alongside with the World Action Phyto Protection (WAPP) and 

COPRESSA NGOs.  

 

Thanks to the financial support of the GEF-SGP and the World Alliance for Mercury-Free 

Dentistry, CREPD implemented a project concerning reduction of heavy metals and POPs in the 

Cameroon estuary landscape. 

 

Welfare Togo and AVPIP Mali sampled articles intended for children with a view to raising 

awareness of harmful chemicals contained in these articles. These activities were carried out with 

logistical support from the IPEN Participating Organization Arnika of the Czech Republic. This 

mini-project for sampling articles for children was also carried out and benefited from the same 

logistical support from Arnika by other regional NGOs, including Jeunes Volontaires pour 

l'Environnement Cameroon and Terre et Développement. In addition, Terre et Développement, a 

new Participating Organization in Cameroon, recently led an IPEN campaign to sample recycled 

polystyrene granules to track and advocate against toxic recycling. 

 

In Senegal, NGOs carried out activities on POPs, heavy metals, pesticides and plastic wastes. 

PAN Africa led a project on the national situation of POPs in Senegal in 2017 with the financial 

support of IPEN. Several other campaigns were conducted between 2017 and 2019 by this 

organization, including the study of the conditions of use and the health effects of pesticides in 

the Niayes and the Senegal River Delta and advocating for the ratification of the Basel Ban 

Amendment of the Basel Convention.  

 

Also in Senegal, the NGO Association for the Defense of the Environment and Consumers 

(ADEC), has conducted mini projects on the collection of plastic waste fragments and pellets on 

the beach, as well as the collection of recycled pellets, transformed back into new raw materials 

and marketed in Senegal and the sub-region. 

 

In Niger and Mali, multiple chemical safety-related activities have been implemented in recent 

years. Association Vie & Développement (AVD Kowa-Murna) in Niger led several projects 

such as the national situation report on mercury releases as part of the IPEN’s IMEAP project in 

2017 and conducted an investigation and report on the national situation on highly hazardous 

pesticides within the framework of the IPEN’s toxics-free SDGs campaign. With funds from 

other partners, this organization has also carried out awareness-raising and information 

campaigns on the impacts of POPs on health and the environment and on non-chemical 

alternatives to conventional pesticides from neem (azadirachta indica), in partnership with the 

Agama Lafia group of women in Illéla (Tahoua).  

 

In Mali, the NGO Promotion of Private Initiatives (AVPIP) carried out an activity that helped in 

training market gardening cooperatives in the rational use of pesticides and alternatives to 

pesticides; raised awareness among artisanal gold miners on the dangers linked to the use of 

chemicals on health and the environment; raised women's awareness of the dangers of 

chemicals; advocated for the government and the Chamber of Mines for a better application of 

the mining code in Mali; and conducted capacity-building projects such as capacity-building of 

civil society organizations and communities in monitoring the health impacts of pesticides in 

cotton growing systems in West Africa. 
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Artisanal gold mining using mercury – Tamou, Niger 

(Photo AVD Kowa Murna) 

 

In Congo, the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Burundi, a series of projects related to 

SAICM have been carried out during the last three years by IPEN Participating Organizations. 

Action on the Environment and Development (AED) has implemented projects on mercury and 

plastic wastes. In DRC, African Green Society (AFRIGRES), an organization which recently 

joined the IPEN coalition, conducted two mini-projects on worker safety and on advocacy for 

the ratification of the Basel Ban Amendment. In Burundi, Propreté, Environnement et Santé 

(P.E.S.) worked on mercury, especially dental amalgam, and on reduction of hazardous 

pesticides. 

 

In Benin and Togo, several activities have been carried out covering all the five objectives of 

SAICM. Beninese NGO, Action Group for the Promotion and Protection of Flora and Fauna 

(GAPROFFA), has carried out more than half a dozen activities within the framework of the 

Stockholm Convention, Minamata Convention and on implementation of SAICM emerging 

issues. La Grande Puissance de Dieu organized awareness-raising activities on lead paint, with 

the support of national and international partners during the international lead paint poisoning 

prevention week of action. 

 

In Togo, Welfare Togo, with the financial support from UNITAR, led a project on 

nanotechnologies and nanomaterials, and human health. Likewise, as part of the IPEN project on 

toxics-free SDGs, Welfare Togo carried out sampling on children's articles; the results and 

recommendations were shared. 

 

Les Amis de la Togo has devoted a lot of effort on activities related to lead paint, including the 

organization of working sessions with the government authorities involved in the regulation of 

lead paint in Togo.  

 

Other Togolese organizations such as ASDI and ANCE have carried out activities on the 

recycling of electronic and electrical wastes; safety and health at workplaces; promotion of 

organic farming in Togo through awareness-raising, training, and advocacy; as well as outreach 

to delegates about the adoption of protective low POP content levels in wastes (LPCL) under the 

Stockholm Convention. 
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In Guinea Conakry, the NGO Carbone Guinée has conducted activities on the sound 

management of agricultural chemicals, POPs and mercury through various types of interventions 

and facilitation including training, information, and awareness and education programs tailored 

to the members of its network of actors/partners. Specifically, 20 crop producers in the Kankan 

prefecture have been trained and can master the types of pesticides and fertilizer used, the 

benefits, the risks related to their use and the measures to protect the environment. 

Achievements on agricultural chemicals and POPs must be transmitted to other crop producers 

to ensure a better protection of health and the environment in the market gardener sector in 

Guinea as a main achievement of the SAICM implementation.  

 

Carbone Guinée is currently also conducting activities on mercury to promote the 

implementation of the Minamata Convention in Guinea, including improvement of working 

conditions in the artisanal and small-scale gold mining sector in the Koumana Sub-prefecture, 

Kouroussa with the financial support from the GEF Small Grants Programme; and on achieving 

a lead paint regulation in Guinea. 

 

 
          Participants in a workshop on chemical safety in Cameroon [Photo: CREPD) 

 

 

 
Regional SAICM Implementation Activities 
In February 2017, several African NGOs, including those from Francophone Africa, participated 

in the SAICM regional meeting held in Abidjan, Côte d'Ivoire. During this meeting, the group 

presented, discussed and reviewed regional priorities towards successful implementation of 

SAICM in the region. In February 2018, CREPD, with BAN Toxics and CIEL (and financial 

support from SSNC) co-organized a regional workshop in Yaoundé to strengthen capacities of 

regional NGOs who are working on chemicals issues. A total of 17 NGOs from four African 

countries attended this meeting, along with Ban Toxics (Philippines), CIEL (Switzerland) and 

SSNC (Sweden). In May 2019, a SAICM regional workshop, held in Abidjan, helped to educate 

government representatives from different countries on UNEP’s lead paint model regulation and 

how to implement it at the national level. NGOs including JVE Côte d’Ivoire, African Centre for 
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Environment and Health, GAPROFFA, Carbone Guinée, Friends of the Earth Togo and CREPD 

also attended this workshop. 

 

 
      Participants in the Francophone Africa regional meeting – Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire 2019  

(Photo: CREPD) 

 

Gaps 
Within this report period, it is noted that there are still real challenges and difficulties impeding 

the implementation of all five objectives of the SAICM Overarching Policy Strategy and in 

some countries, activities are limited to only one or two objectives. The difficulties can be 

grouped into several main categories as follows: 

 

1. Economic difficulties: The low level of funding and resources available compared to the 

scale of the chemical safety issues to address at country and regional levels have contributed 

to prevent progress towards the SAICM 2020 goals.  

2. Infrastructure challenges: The lack of national capacities (laboratories and technology) to 

generate data (environmental monitoring and biomonitoring) is a handicap to performing 

evidenced-based studies and achieving many objectives of SAICM in the region.  

3. Institutional challenges: The National Commissions for Chemicals Management are in place 

in many countries, but are not operational.  

4. Governance challenges: An appropriate legal framework for the implementation of the wide 

range of issues under SAICM is nonexistent, and the few legal instruments available are not 

or are poorly enforced. Fragmentation and, in some places, overlapping in mandates of 

regulations from different sectors within the same country exist. Strong laws and regulations, 

together with rigorous enforcement mechanisms that create a level playing field, are needed 

for SAICM implementation to operate effectively. Expectations placed under the ongoing 

SAICM Beyond 2020 process from the region include robust and sustainable financial 

mechanisms accessible to NGOs, higher-level political buy-in and more realistic objectives 

and targets. The Special Programme put in place to replace the Quick Start Program 

excluded direct NGO access and has not proved to be as helpful to people in many countries 

as the Quick Start Programme enabling activities funding mechanism.  
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5. Reporting challenge: Many non-state actors are contributing daily to SAICM 

implementation in the region, but continue to ignore or fail to report on their activities. There 

is a need for a significant effort to capitalize on and promote all this important work. 

6. Illegal traffic: There is lack of work under this objective, though actors in many countries 

recognize that the chemicals of concern (POPs pesticides, mercury in ASGM, used lead acid 

batteries, etc.) they are using or trading are products of, or feed, an illegal traffic. There is a 

need for effective transboundary cooperation between countries in the region for effective 

SAICM implementation of this objective in the successor of SAICM after 2020.     

 

Priority emerging issues identified by NGOs in the region that require immediate action include: 

1. Reduce and eliminate HHPs and promote safe alternatives; 

2. Reduce and eliminate use of mercury in artisanal small-scale gold mining; 

3. Reduce and eliminate use of cosmetic products containing toxic chemicals; 

4. Reduce and eliminate use of substandard, locally made aluminum cookware that leaches lead 

and other toxic metals (arsenic, aluminum) in food under normal cooking conditions; 

5. Reduce and eliminate progressively the use of plastic in the region; 

6. Develop alternatives to hazardous chemicals; 

7. Raise awareness of nanotechnology and nanomaterials; 

8. Reduce and eliminate widespread use of electronic products, used wastes or recycled 

products and articles containing toxic chemicals; 

9. Reduce and eliminate import, production and distribution of lead paint; and 

10. Create synergy of actions between NGOs and the state actors in the implementation of 

international conventions on chemicals. 

 

NGO Actions on Emerging Policy Issues and Issues of Concern 
NGOs in the Francophone Africa region implemented several projects related to lead in paint, 

highly hazardous pesticides, hazardous chemicals in electronics, and chemicals in products. 

 

Lead in paint 
NGOs conducted sampling of lead in paint on the market in Benin and Guinea and raised 

awareness about health impacts in Benin, Cameroon, Congo and Guinea. Follow-up activities in 

Benin and Guinea included review of regulatory frameworks to pave the way for the ban on lead 

paint in Benin and Guinea. In Cameroon, research on lead levels in the blood of children showed 

extremely high levels. NGOs participated actively in the International Week of Action for the 

Prevention of Lead Poisoning. NGOs also expanded work on lead to include lead battery 

manufacturing and recycling by investigating soil lead levels around these sites in Cameroon, 

Ghana, Tanzania, Kenya, Nigeria, Mozambique and Tunisia. 

 

Highly hazardous pesticides (HHPs) 
Many activities in the region addressed HHPs. Country situation reports on HHPs were 

developed in Cameroon and Niger. Awareness-raising was conducted in Benin on the effects of 

chemical pesticide use and in Cameroon on management of empty pesticide containers. 

Alternatives to pesticides were addressed in Benin, Chad, Burundi, and Niger and integrated 

agriculture promoted in Togo. In Mali, the health impacts of pesticides were studied in the cotton 

growing region. Finally, awareness-raising among Customs and police officers in Benin 

addressed the illegal traffic of endosulfan.  
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Hazardous chemicals in electronics 
NGOs in DR Congo and Togo conducted film showings of the documentary, ‘Stories from the 

Clean Room’ and raised awareness on the hazards that workers are exposed to in producing 

electronics. 

 

Chemicals in products, including plastics 
Awareness-raising on toxic chemicals in plastics has been conducted in Mali and Togo since 

2017. Thanks to the effective awareness-raising of institutions and relevant stakeholders in 

Benin, led by NGOs GAPROFFA and of “La Grande Puissance de Dieu”, Benin’s authorities 

enacted a series of regulations for safe management of plastics. Three laws in total have been 

adopted from 2017 and 2019. 

 

SAICM Implementation by NGOs in Francophone Africa  
Civil society organizations affiliated to IPEN have carried out various activities related to the 

national implementation of the SAICM Global Plan of Action. Below are some examples of 

SAICM implementation from NGOs in the region. 

 

SAICM 

Objective 

NGO Activity and Results Names of NGOs Country 

Risk 

Reduction  

 

Awareness-raising campaign on the 

health effects of lead paint on pupils, 

parents and teachers 

 

GPA items: 57 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

Groupe d’Action 

pour la Promotion 

et la Protection   

de la Flore et la 

Faune   

(GAPROFFA) 

Benin 

Targeted awareness-raising campaign 

on the effects of dental amalgam on 

human health among dentists, decision-

makers and the public 

 

GPA items: 54, 57, 58, 60 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

Groupe d’Action 

pour la Promotion 

et la Protection   

de la Flore et la 

Faune   

(GAPROFFA) 

Benin 

Awareness-raising and ownership 

workshop for the elimination of mercury 

in dentistry among stakeholders 

 

GPA items: 54, 57, 58, 60 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 17 

Groupe d’Action 

pour la Promotion 

et la Protection   

de la Flore et la 

Faune   

(GAPROFFA) 

Benin 
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Awareness-raising workshop on the 

obligations of the Rotterdam, Basel and 

Stockholm Convention among local 

decision-makers. 

 

GPA items: 9, 27, 54 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 17 

Groupe d’Action 

pour la Promotion 

et la Protection   

de la Flore et la 

Faune   

(GAPROFFA) 

Benin 

Workshop to increase awareness of the 

effects and damage of lead in paints and 

alternatives to stakeholders (90 ppm 

information activity) 

 

GPA items: 57 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 17 

Groupe d’Action 

pour la Promotion 

et la Protection   

de la Flore et la 

Faune   

(GAPROFFA) 

Benin 

Awareness-raising campaign on the 

effects of the use of chemical pesticides 

in the agricultural sector in rural areas in 

Benin 

 

GPA items: 47, 54,56 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 14, 15 

Groupe d’Action 

pour la Promotion 

et la Protection   

de la Flore et la 

Faune   

(GAPROFFA) 

Benin 

Education, Information and 

Communication on the progressive 

reduction of the use of mercury dental 

amalgams on the national level 

 

GPA items: 54, 57, 58, 60 

 

SDGs items: 3, 12 

Groupe d’Action 

pour la Promotion 

et la Protection   

de la Flore et la 

Faune   

(GAPROFFA) 

Benin 

International week of action for the 

prevention of lead poisoning: awareness 

in Benin on lead paint 

 

GPA items: 56, 57 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

Groupe d’Action 

pour la Promotion 

et la Protection   

de la Flore et la 

Faune   

(GAPROFFA) 

Benin 

Stakeholders’ awareness- raising on lead  

paint through workshop  

  

GPA items: 2, 57 

 

Propreté, 

Environnement et 

Santé (PES) 

Burundi 
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SDGs: 3, 17 

Stakeholders’ awareness- raising 

workshop on alternatives to chemicals 

pesticides  

  

GPA: 51, 52, 54 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 14, 15,17 

Propreté, 

Environnement et 

Santé (PES) 

Burundi  

Rapid assessment of the use of mercury 

dental amalgam among professionals in 

Bujumbura  

  

GPA items: 58 

 

SDGs: 3 

Propreté, 

Environnement et 

Santé (PES) 

Burundi 

Management of empty packaging of 

pesticides in the pilot site of Loum, 

Littoral Region of Cameroon 

 

GPA items: 1, 13, 17 

 

SDGs: 3, 14, 15 

Centre de 

Recherche et 

d’Education pour le 

Développement 

(CREPD)  

Cameroon 

Reduction of the risks of POPs and 

heavy metals (mercury and lead) in the 

landscapes of the Cameroon estuary 

 

GPA items: 43, 54, 57  

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 13 

Centre de 

Recherche et 

d’Education pour le 

Développement 

(CREPD) 

Cameroon 

PCBs reduction in Cameroon through 

the use of local expertise and capacity-

building at the national level 

 

GPA items: 68, 69, 70, 72 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

Centre de 

Recherche et 

d’Education pour le 

Développement 

(CREPD) 

 

World Action 

Phyto Protection 

(WAPP) 

 

Jeunes Volontaires 

pour 

Cameroon 
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l’Environnement - 

Cameroun 

Awareness-raising of the risks of lead 

poisoning 

 

GPA items: 54, 57, 60 

SDGs items: 3, 12 

 

Jeunes Volontaires 

pour 

l’Environnement - 

Cameroun 

Cameroon 

Mobilization for the elimination of 

mercury dental amalgams in Cameroon 

through awareness-raising and capacity- 

building of the main stakeholders with 

the help of local expertise 

 

GPA items: 54, 57, 58, 60 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

Centre de 

Recherche et 

d’Education pour le 

Développement 

(CREPD) 

Cameroon 

PCBs reduction in Cameroon through 

the use of local expertise and capacity-

building at the national level 

 

GPA items: 68, 69, 70, 72 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

Centre Optionnel 

pour la  

Promotion et la 

Régénération   

Economique et 

Sociale  

Secteur Afrique 

(COPRESSA) 

Cameroon 

Highly Hazardous Pesticides (HHPs), 

Country Situation Report - Cameroon 

 

 

GPA: 24, 26, 51, 52, 54 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 13, 14, 15 

Centre de 

Recherche et 

d’Education pour le 

Développement 

(CREPD) 

Cameroon 

Stories from the Clean Room Global 

Screening 2018  

 

GPA items: 11, 12, 18, 19, 20 

 

SDGs: 3, 5, 8 

Centre de 

Recherche et 

d’Education pour le 

Développement 

(CREPD) 

Cameroon 
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 Establishing Low POPs Content Levels- 

Francophone Africa 

 

GPA items: 54, 55, 56, 71 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

Centre de 

Recherche et 

d’Education pour le 

Développement 

(CREPD) 

Cameroon 

 Investigation of exposures to lead, 

mercury and other metals in small-scale 

gold mining in Cameroon 

 

GPA items: 85, 89,112, 155 

 

SDGs: 3, 8, 12 

Centre de 

Recherche et 

d’Education pour le 

Développement 

(CREPD) 

Cameroon 

 Training workshop in market gardening 

techniques without the use of chemical 

fertilizers 

 

GPA items: 51, 54 

  

SDGs: 3, 12, 13, 14, 15 

Association Agir 

pour le 

Développement 

Durable (2AD) 

Chad 

 No Toxic Plastics for Children 

 

GPA items: 10, 43, 61, 70 

 

SDGs items: 3, 12, 13, 14, 15 

Jeunes Volontaires 

pour 

l’Environnement - 

Cameroun 

Cameroon 

 Awareness-raising of mining officials 

and environmental NGOs on gold 

mining in the Republic of Congo: its 

effects on health and the environment 

 

GPA items: 54, 57, 58, 60 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

Action sur 

l’Environnement et 

le Développement 

(AED) 

Congo 

 International lead paint contamination 

prevention week – 2017 

 

GPA items: 56, 57 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

Action sur 

l’Environnement et 

le Développement 

(AED) 

Congo 

 Sensitization on the risks caused by 

mercury, with a view to achieving the 

end of the use of dental amalgam in 

Action sur 

l’Environnement et 

le Développement 

(AED) 

Congo 
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children under 15, pregnant women and 

nursing mothers 

 

GPA items: 54, 57, 58, 60 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

 “Stories from the Clean Room” Global 

Screening 2018 

 

GPA items: 11, 12, 18, 19, 20 

 

SDGs: 3, 8, 12 

African Green 

Society 

“AFRIGRES” 

Democratic 

Republic of Congo 

 Targeted awareness-raising campaign on 

the effects of dental amalgam on human 

health among dentists, decision-makers 

and the public 

 

 

GPA items: 54, 57, 58, 60 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

Carbone Guinée Guinea  

 Sensitization of state and non-state 

actors on the impact of mercury on 

health and the environment 

 

 

GPA: 54, 57, 58, 60 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

Carbone Guinée Guinea  

 Improvement of working conditions in 

the artisanal and small-scale gold mining 

sector in the Koumana Sub-prefecture, 

Kouroussa 

 

GPA items: 13, 14, 16, 18 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

Carbone Guinée Guinea  

 Awareness-raising campaign on mercury 

used in ASGM: impacts and promotion 

of mercury-free techniques in ASGM  

  

GPA: 54, 57, 58, 60 

Jeunes volontaires 

pour 

l’Environnement 

(JVE-CI) 

Ivory Coast 
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SDGs: 3, 12, 13 

 No Toxics Plastics for Children 

 

GPA items: 10, 43, 61, 70  

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

Appui pour la 

Valorisation et la 

Promotion des 

Initiatives Privées 

(AVPIP) 

Mali 

 Training of market gardening 

cooperatives in the rational use of 

pesticides and alternatives to dangerous 

pesticides 

 

GPA items: 27, 43, 44 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 13, 14, 15 

Appui pour la 

Valorisation et la 

Promotion des 

Initiatives Privées 

(AVPIP) 

 

Mali 

 Project to raise the awareness of 

artisanal gold miners on the dangers 

linked to the use of chemicals on health 

and the environment (PMF / FEM 

funding) 

 

GPA items: 54, 57, 58, 60 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 14 

Appui pour la 

Valorisation et la 

Promotion des 

Initiatives Privées 

(AVPIP) 

 

Mali 

 Women's Awareness Project on the 

Dangers of Chemicals  

 

GPA items: 51, 54, 76 

 

SDGs: 3, 10, 12, 13 

Appui pour la 

Valorisation et la 

Promotion des 

Initiatives Privées 

(AVPIP)/ /REFEDE 

 

Mali 

 IPEN Toxics-Free SDGs Campaign: 

Highly Hazardous Pesticides (HHPs), 

Country Situation Report - Niger 

 

GPA items: 24, 26, 51, 52, 54 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 13, 14, 15 

Association Vie &   

Développement   

(Kowa-Murna) 

Niger 

 Mercury Country Situation report - 

Niger 

 

Association Vie &   

Développement   

(Kowa-Murna) 

Niger 



72 

 

GPA items: 57, 58, 62 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 13, 14, 15 

 

 Awareness and information campaigns 

on the impacts of POPS on health and 

the environment 

 

GPA items: 43, 54, 56, 70 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 13, 14, 15 

Association Vie &   

Développement   

(Kowa-Murna ) 

Niger 

 Project to develop the fruits of 

azadirachta indica (neem) for a local 

alternative to the use of dangerous 

pesticides, profile of the group of 

women Agama Lafia of Illéla (Tahoua) 

 

GPA items: 24, 26, 27 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 13, 14, 15 

Association Vie &   

Développement   

(Kowa-Murna) 

Niger 

 POPs Country Situation report – Senegal  

 

 

GPA: 24, 54, 55, 68 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 13, 14, 15 

Pesticide Action  

Network (PAN) 

Africa 

Senegal 

 “Stories from the Clean Room” Global 

Screening 2018 

 

GPA items: 11, 12, 18, 19, 20 

 

SDGs: 3, 8, 12 

Action Sociale pour 

le Développement 

Intégral 

(A.S.D.I) 

 

Togo 

 Mutual agricultural assistance and 

promotion of integrated agriculture in 

Togo 

 

GPA items: 43, 44, 52 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 13, 14, 15 

Action Sociale pour 

le Développement 

Intégral 

(A.S.D.I) 

 

Togo 

 No Toxic Plastics for Children 

 

GPA items: 10, 43, 61, 70 

 

Welfare Togo  Togo 
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SDGs: 3, 12 

 Information and discussion session on 

chemicals management 

 

GPA items: 112, 125 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

Groupe d’Action 

pour la Promotion et 

la Protection   

de la Flore et la 

Faune   

(GAPROFFA) 

Benin 

 Study on the management of chemicals 

(POPs) in small craft trades in the city of 

Bohicon 

 

GPA items: 80, 82, 85 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

Groupe d’Action 

pour la Promotion et 

la Protection   

de la Flore et la 

Faune   

(GAPROFFA) 

Benin 

 Study on the producers' perception of the 

risks relating to the use of endosulfan 

and knowledge of the alternatives 

 

GPA items: 80, 82, 85 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 13, 14, 15 

Groupe d’Action 

pour la Promotion et 

la Protection   

de la Flore et la 

Faune   

(GAPROFFA) 

Benin 

 Perception study on the dangers linked 

to the use of POPs contained in the raw 

materials of the mattress makers 

 

GPA items: 80, 82, 85 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 13, 14, 15 

Groupe d’Action 

pour la Promotion et 

la Protection   

de la Flore et la 

Faune   

(GAPROFFA) 

Benin 

 Market analysis of certain medical 

devices containing mercury and their 

mercury-free alternatives in hospitals 

 

GPA items: 80, 82, 85 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 13, 14, 15 

 

Groupe d’Action 

pour la Promotion et 

la Protection   

de la Flore et la 

Faune   

(GAPROFFA) 

Benin 

 Sampling and analysis of paints for lead 

concentration and dissemination of 

Groupe d’Action 

pour la Promotion et 

la Protection   

Benin 
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results to stakeholders, the general 

public and target audience 

 

GPA items: 85, 89,112, 155 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

de la Flore et la 

Faune   

(GAPROFFA) 

 IPEN Global Plastics Monitoring 

Project, beach sampling 

 

GPA items: 85, 89,112, 155 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 13, 14, 15 

World Action 

Phyto Protection 

(WAPP) 

Cameroon 

 IPEN Global Plastics Monitoring 

Project, sampling of recycled plastic 

pellets  

GPA items: 85, 89,112, 155 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 13, 14, 15 

Terre et 

développement  

Cameroon 

 Translation, production and 

dissemination of brochures on Mercury 

Pollution and the Minamata 

Convention to NGOs and government   

  

GPA items: 150, 152,155 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 17 

IPEN Regional 

Hub/CREPD  

Cameroon for   

Francophone   

Africa 

 Translation, production and 

dissemination of brochures on lead paint 

to NGOs and government  

  

GPA items: 150, 152,155  

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 17 

 

IPEN Regional 

Hub/CREPD 

Cameroon for   

Francophone   

Africa 

 IPEN Global Plastics Monitoring 

Project, sampling of recycled plastic 

pellets  

GPA items: 85, 89,112, 155 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 13, 14, 15 

Action sur 

l’Environnement et 

le Développement 

(AED) 

Congo 
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 IPEN Global Plastics Monitoring 

Project, beach sampling 

 

GPA items: 85, 89,112, 155 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 13, 14, 15 

 

Action sur 

l’Environnement et 

le Développement 

(AED) 

Congo  

 Participation in the training of inspectors 

in charge of pesticide control and of 

CNGP members on the Pesticide Stock 

Management System (PSMS) organized 

by PASP / Mali (African Program on 

Stocks of Obsolete Pesticides with the 

support of FAO) 

 

GPA items: 112, 114, 116  

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 13, 14, 15 

Appui pour la 

Valorisation et la 

Promotion des 

Initiatives Privées 

(AVPIP) 

 

Mali 

 IPEN Global Plastics Monitoring 

Project, sampling of recycled plastic 

pellets  

GPA items: 85, 89,112, 155 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 13, 14, 15 

Association pour la 

Défense de 

l’Environnement et 

des Consommateurs 

(ADEC) 

Sénégal 

 IPEN Global Plastics Monitoring 

Project, beach sampling 

 

GPA items: 85, 89,112, 155 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 13, 14, 15 

Association pour la 

Défense de 

l’Environnement et 

des Consommateurs 

(ADEC) 

Sénégal  

 Collection, translation and dissemination 

of useful chemical safety information via 

regional listserve to NGOs in 

Francophone Africa  

  

GPA items: 155 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 17 

IPEN Regional 

Hub/CREPD 

Cameroon for   

Francophone   

Africa 

 Sampling and analysis of paints for lead 

concentration and dissemination of 

Carbone Guinée Guinea 
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results to target stakeholders and the 

general public 

 

GPA items: 85, 89,112, 155 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

Knowledge 

and 

Information 

Investigation of Soil Lead Levels around 

Lead Battery Manufacturing and 

Recycling Industries in Africa 

(Cameroon, Ghana, Tanzania, Kenya, 

Nigeria, Mozambique and Tunisia) 

 

GPA items: 43, 47, 57, 70, 72, 119, 161, 

259 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

Centre de 

Recherche et 

d’Education pour le 

Développement 

(CREPD) 

Cameroon 

 Blood Lead Levels Among Children in 

Yaoundé, Cameroon 

 

GPA items: 4, 5, 9, 34, 106, 112, 157 

 

SDGs: 3, 4 

Centre de 

Recherche et 

d’Education pour le 

Développement 

(CREPD) 

Cameroon 

 Review of the existing legal and 

regulatory framework for the 

management of chemicals in general and 

lead paint in particular 

 

GPA items: 187 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

Groupe d’Action 

pour la Promotion et 

la Protection   

de la Flore et la 

Faune   

(GAPROFFA) 

Benin 

 Demonstration of a sub-regional 

approach to the environmentally sound 

management of PCBs and equipment 

contaminated with PCBs: Strategy and 

Plan for communication and awareness 

of stakeholders 

 

GPA items: 165, 179, 196 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

Groupe d’Action 

pour la Promotion et 

la Protection   

de la Flore et la 

Faune   

(GAPROFFA) 

Benin 
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Governance Advocacy on the policy on alternatives 

to lead in paints 

 

GPA items: 194, 197 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

Groupe d’Action 

pour la Promotion et 

la Protection   

de la Flore et la 

Faune   

(GAPROFFA) 

Benin 

 Participation in the drafting of the law 

for the elimination of lead in the use of 

paints in Benin in collaboration with the 

Ministry of the Living Environment and 

Sustainable Development 

 

GPA items: 194, 197 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 16 

Groupe d’Action 

pour la Promotion et 

la Protection   

de la Flore et la 

Faune   

(GAPROFFA) 

Benin 

 Regional workshop on the participation 

of civil society in the construction of 

good governance systems on chemicals, 

Yaoundé, Cameroon, February 21-23, 

2018 

 

GPA items: 194, 197 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 17 

 

Centre de 

Recherche et 

d’Education pour le 

Développement 

(CREPD 

Cameroon 

 Contributions to the implementation of 

the Minamata Convention in Cameroon: 

Dental amalgam and artisanal gold 

mining as the main awareness 

campaigns and policy advocacy topics 

 

GPA items: 54, 57, 58, 60 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

Centre de 

Recherche et 

d’Education pour le 

Développement 

(CREPD) 

Cameroon 

 Participation in the Minamata Initial 

Assessment (Initial assessment of 

mercury in the Republic of Congo, Final 

report, February 2019) 

 

GPA items: 196, 206 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 16 

Action sur 

l’Environnement et 

le Développement 

(AED) 

Congo  
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 Advocating for ratification of the Basel 

Ban Amendment  

 

GPA items: 194, 197 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 16 

African Green 

Society 

“AFRIGRES” 

Democratic 

Republic of Congo 

 Advocating for ratification of the Basel 

Ban Amendment 

 

GPA items: 194, 197 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 16 

Pesticide Action  

Network (PAN) 

Africa 

Senegal 

 Diagnostic study for the regulation of 

lead paints and problems related to the 

application of legislation in Guinea 

 

GPA items: 194, 197 

SDGs items: 3, 16 

Carbone Guinée Guinea  

 Establishing Low POPs Content Levels- 

Francophone Africa 

 

GPA items: 54, 55, 56, 71 

SDGs items: 3, 12, 16 

Centre Africain 

pour la Santé 

Environnementale 

(CASE) 

Ivory Coast 

 Advocacy day for the Government and 

the Chamber of Mines for a better 

application of the mining code in Mali 

 

GPA items: 187 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

AVPIP / REFEDE  Mali 

  Toxics-Free SDGs: Establishing Low 

POPs Content Levels- Francophone 

Africa 

 

GPA items: 54, 55, 56, 71 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 16 

National Consumer 

& Environmental 

Alliance of Togo 

(ANCE-Togo) 

Togo 

 IPEN Toxics-Free SDGs Campaign: 

Advocating for ratification of the Basel 

Ban Amendment 

Pesticide Action  

Network (PAN) 

Africa 

Senegal 
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 Training workshop on the management 

of chemical pesticides 

 

GPA items: 208, 210, 216, 222 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 13, 14, 15 

 

Groupe d’Action 

pour la Promotion et 

la Protection   

de la Flore et la 

Faune   

(GAPROFFA) 

Benin 

 Training workshop for Agricultural 

Extension Agents on the rational 

management of chemicals in cotton 

production 

 

GPA items: 208, 210, 216, 222 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 13, 14, 15 

 

Groupe d’Action 

pour la Promotion et 

la Protection   

de la Flore et la 

Faune   

(GAPROFFA) 

Benin 

 Capacity-building workshop on the 

management of chemical pesticides in 

market gardening 

 

GPA items: 208, 210, 216, 222 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 13, 14, 15 

Groupe d’Action 

pour la Promotion et 

la Protection   

de la Flore et la 

Faune   

(GAPROFFA) 

Benin 

 Capacity-building workshop for young 

people, women and media on the 

regulatory and institutional framework 

for toxic chemicals 

 

GPA items: 208, 210, 216, 222 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17 

Jeunes Volontaires 

pour 

l’Environnement - 

Cameroun 

Cameroon 

 Project “Strengthening the capacity of 

civil society organizations and 

communities in monitoring the health 

impacts of pesticides in cotton growing 

systems in West Africa” 

 

GPA items: 216, 225 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17 

Appui pour la 

Valorisation et la 

Promotion des 

Initiatives Privées 

(AVPIP) 

 

Mali 
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 African regional Chemical Governance 

and Legal Reform Workshop co-

organized with SSNC 

 

GPA items: 54, 55, 56, 71 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 16, 17 

Centre de 

Recherche et 

d’Education pour le 

Développement 

(CREPD) 

Cameroon 

 Training Workshop on PCBs risk 

reduction in Cameroon for local 

environmental NGOs 

 

GPA items: 54, 55, 56, 71 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 16, 17 

Centre de 

Recherche et 

d’Education pour le 

Développement 

(CREPD) 

Cameroon 

 Building the capacity of the farmers in 

Mayo Danay and Mayo Kani (Far North 

Region of Cameroon) on the 

conservation of Wanzou without 

hazardous chemical pesticides 

  

GPA items: 54, 55, 56, 71 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

Centre de 

Recherche et 

d’Education pour le 

Développement 

(CREPD) 

Cameroon 

 IPEN 2016 Regional Workshop in 

Yaoundé Cameroon  

 

GPA items: 54, 55, 56, 71 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 16, 17 

Centre de 

Recherche et 

d’Education pour le 

Développement 

(CREPD) 

Cameroon 

Illegal 

Traffic 

Sensitizing men in uniform (customs and 

police) to prevent international traffic in 

endosulfan and the dangerous effects on 

health and the environment 

 

GPA items: 266 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 16, 17 

Groupe d’Action 

pour la Promotion et 

la Protection   

de la Flore et la 

Faune   

(GAPROFFA) 

Benin 
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Latin America and the Caribbean 
In general, SAICM implementation has a very low political priority among governments in the 

region. There is no regular institutional channel of civil society participation to implement 

SAICM. Spaces for NGO participation open when UN agencies have a requirement for 

participation as a condition of funding, but close when the project is completed. With very few 

exceptions governments in the region value the inputs or expertise of civil society groups for the 

chemical safety agenda differently than from other stakeholders. 

 

SAICM Focal Points exist, but often do not have political support from their ministry. Key 

needed elements include an inter-ministerial agreement to elevate the political priority of the 

chemical safety agenda, with proper national sources of funding, including the use of economic 

instruments applied to internalize costs of the chemical industry. 

 

Gaps 
Key gaps in SAICM implementation include: 

 

• There are few countries who have a general law on chemical substances that will ensure 

permanent coordination among all different regulatory agencies involved in the lifecycle. 

• There are no permanent institutional channels of public interest civil society groups in 

chemical safety regulations for the majority of the countries in the region. 

• There are poor surveillance institutions and systems to protect public health and 

environment for workers, communities and consumes. 

• There are no economic instruments that effectively internalize costs of the chemical 

industry and recover these costs so that they can be used for occupational, health and 

environmental surveillance systems and law enforcement. 

• For many countries, attracting foreign investments appears to be a priority and this 

creates a pro-business climate that captures government priorities over the protection of 

the health and environment of their citizens 

 

NGO Actions on Emerging Policy Issues and Issues of Concern 
NGOs in the GRULAC region implemented projects related to highly hazardous pesticides, lead 

in paint, nanotechnology and chemicals in products. 

 

Highly Hazardous Pesticides (HHP) 
With the coordination efforts of IPEN and RAPAL (the Latin America Regional Network on 

Pesticides and Alternatives) members, a series of HHP country situation reports have been 

published and used in public awareness-raising activities in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, and 

Mexico, and will soon be finished in Panama and Uruguay. All countries showed large numbers 

of HHP active ingredients authorized by authorities, including many banned in other countries. 

To identify HHPs, the FAO-WHO criteria was used as well as the Pesticide Action Network 

(PAN) International criteria and list. Another useful resource was the  PAN Consolidated list of 

pesticides banned in other countries. 

 

RAPAL Argentina has been involved in intense public awareness-raising activities, including 

organizing workshops with local communities in most of the provinces, conducting radio 

http://files.panap.net/resources/Consolidated-List-of-Bans-Explanatory.pdf
http://files.panap.net/resources/Consolidated-List-of-Bans-Explanatory.pdf
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interviews, and hosting local conferences. RAPAL Chile has strengthened relations with 

beekeepers’ organizations affected by pesticide use, with a focus on neonicotinoid pesticides. In 

addition, RAPAL Chile has worked on awareness-raising on glyphosate and training manuals to 

prevent pesticide exposure among peasants and Indigenous women in their homes and in the 

field. RAPAL Costa Rica experts are part of national campaigns to phase-out glyphosate and 

also contribute to identifying HHP use on specific crops and their alternatives, in partnership 

with PAN UK in the case of paraquat.  

 

Alter Vida-RAPAL Paraguay has been doing public awareness-raising on HHPs and was invited 

by government authorities to participate in a national strategy for pesticide risk reduction in 

agriculture and the promotion of best agricultural practices, community monitoring of pesticide 

poisoning and a georeferenced system of pesticide poisoning and chronic diseases. 

 

 
 

Report documenting use of highly hazardous pesticides in Argentina  

 

Sulfluramid a HHP included in the Stockholm Convention under the PFOS listing has been 

targeted as one of the priorities to phase out in the region. A Spanish and Portuguese booklet was 

produced to show the relevance of sulfluramid as its degrades to form PFOS – a “forever”  

pollutant due to its extreme persistence in the environment. NGOs conducted a public awareness-

raising campaign, including on social media. Brazil is the main sulfluramid producer and 

exporter in the region. It is used in households and for other non-agricultural uses, violating the 

Stockholm Convention in many countries, especially in South America. Countries with 

significant use besides Brazil include Argentina, Colombia, Ecuador, and Uruguay. Its 

agricultural use is mainly in large monocrop tree plantations in Brazil and South America, where 

there have been several cases of surface and underground water pollution with PFOS due to 

sulfluramid use. RAPAM, RAPAL Uruguay, RAPAL Argentina and Toxisphera have been 

participating in this public awareness campaign in alliance with other NGOs and social 

https://ipen.org/documents/no-la-sulfluramida
https://ipen.org/documents/no-la-sulfluramida
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movements such as the World Rainforest Movement (WRM) and members of the Brazilian 

Association of Agroecology (ABA). 

 

 

 
 

Awareness-raising material on sulfluramid – a pesticide that degrades to PFOS 

 
Lead in paint 
Several NGOs from Latin America and the Caribbean have been participating in IPEN related 

projects on lead paint elimination. 

 

COLNODO released a study on Lead in solvent-based paints for home use in Colombia.  

COLNODO purchased a total of 39 cans of solvent-based paint intended for home use from 

stores in Bogotá and Neiva, Colombia. The paints represented 11 different brands from 11 

different manufacturers. Twenty-five out of 39 analyzed solvent-based paints for home use 

(64%) contained a total lead concentration above 600 parts per million (ppm, dry weight of 

paint). Nine out of 11 analyzed brands (82%) sold at least one lead paint, i.e., a paint with a total 

lead concentration above 600 ppm. Ten out of 39 paints (26%) contained lead concentrations 

below 90 ppm, indicating that the technology to produce paints without added lead exists in 

Colombia. An interesting finding in the COLNODO research was that same big chemical 

companies from Germany or Sweden supplied both lead pigments and lead-free pigments to 

companies in Colombia. The COLNODO study triggered other actions from the government, 

who hired a consultant to do a larger sampling study that has not yet been published, but 

preliminary presentations in 2017 confirmed that high lead content above 90 ppm was found in 

https://rds.org.co/apc-aa-files/ba03645a7c069b5ed406f13122a61c07/lead_paint-colombia.pdf
https://rds.org.co/apc-aa-files/ba03645a7c069b5ed406f13122a61c07/analisis-plomo-pinturas-caem-minambiente.pdf
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solvent-based paint and also in one-third of water-based paints. In addition, the study triggered 

the participation of Colombia in a GEF demonstration pilot project for paint manufacturers in 

Small and Medium Sized enterprises (SMEs), executed in eight countries, that is looking to 

address the technical barriers faced by SMEs in replacing lead additives in paint with lead-free 

alternatives. In January 2020, legislation to prevent lead contamination and reduce risk exposure 

especially in children and teenagers is under discussion in the Congress, and includes lead in 

paint use and a 90 ppm limit. 

 

Taller Ecologista in Argentina released a report on lead content in household paint from 42 paint 

cans from 15 different commercial brands. Fourteen percent contained lead content above 90 

ppm. Four of the 15 brands analyzed (27%) sell at least one lead paint, with more than 90 ppm 

lead. Two of the 15 brands (13%) analyzed sell at least one lead paint containing concentrations 

above 10,000 ppm. The study put lead in paint on the agenda of government regulators, but no 

concrete actions have been taken yet to change the actual standard of 600 ppm. It is expected that 

the new federal government who took charge in 2020 will take concrete actions. Meanwhile, 

Taller Ecologista is promoting legal actions to highlight the issue for the Ombudsman of Santa 

Fe Province and the Superintendent of Occupational Risks in the Labor Ministry. 

 

Taller Ecologista in Argentina released a report on lead content in household paint from 42 paint 

cans from 15 different commercial brands. Fourteen percent contained lead content above 90 

ppm. Four of the 15 brands analyzed (27%) sell at least one lead paint, with more than 90 ppm 

lead. Two of the 15 brands (13%) analyzed sell at least one lead paint containing concentrations 

above 10,000 ppm. The study put lead in paint on the agenda of government regulators, but no 

concrete actions have been taken yet to change the actual standard of 600 ppm. It is expected that 

the new federal government who took charge in 2020 will take concrete actions. Meanwhile, 

Taller Ecologista is promoting legal actions to highlight the issue for the Ombudsman of Santa 

Fe Province and the Superintendent of Occupational Risks in the Labor Ministry. 

 

CASACEM in Mexico performed a study of lead in paint for domestic use in Mexico that 

measured lead in paint from 118 cans from 39 commercial brands mostly from the city of 

Guadalajara. The study found high lead content above 90 ppm in 45% of them. Several brands 

declared no lead content on the label, but analyses showed levels above 90 ppm and even above 

600 ppm. CASACEM has been invited by an interministerial body led by the health minister to 

work, among other stakeholders, on a national policy for phasing-out sources of lead exposure, 

including from paint. 

 

Lead paint studies in Argentina, Colombia, and Mexico showed that both large and small 

commercial brands produced paint on the market without lead, indicating that the technology for 

substitution is commercially available.   

 

CARPIN, CASACEM, Taller Ecologista, COLNODO and OUSANEG participated in public 

awareness-raising activities during the International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week of Action. 

 

http://www.saicm.org/Implementation/GEFProject/LeadinPaintComponent/Output11/tabid/7974/language/en-US/Default.aspx
http://www.saicm.org/Implementation/GEFProject/LeadinPaintComponent/Output11/tabid/7974/language/en-US/Default.aspx
https://rds.org.co/es/novedades/senado-aprueba-en-plenaria-un-ambiente-libre-de-plomo-para-colombia
https://ipen.org/sites/default/files/documents/ipen-argentina-lead-report%20final.pdf
https://ipen.org/sites/default/files/documents/ipen-argentina-lead-report%20final.pdf
https://ipen.org/documents/plomo-en-pinturas-base-de-solventes-para-uso-dom%C3%A9stico-en-m%C3%A9xico
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Report documenting lead paint on the market in Mexico 

 

 
Nanotechnology 
Over the last year, ReLANS (the Latin American Nanotechnology and Society Network) has 

been engaged in searching for companies that incorporate nanomaterials in their final products. 

The work is being done by an international group, and the first results came from four countries. 

These outcomes were published in the book: Cadenas de Producción de las Nanotecnologías en 

América Latina: Argentina, Brasil, Colombia y México (Nanotechnology Production Chains in 

Latin America: Argentina, Brazil, Colombia and Mexico) (ISBN: 978-958-774-617-4). 

 

Chemicals in Products  
Some of the activities on chemicals in products are related not only to work under SAICM but 

also to pollutants included in the Stockholm Convention. 

 

Taller Ecologista in Argentina, CETAP in Brazil and CASACEM in Mexico have participated in 

the IPEN Global Project to measure flame retardants in children’s toys made from recycled 

plastic, released in 2017, to end the PBDE recycling exemption in Stockholm Convention. 

 

IPEN has coordinated projects to collect and measure heavy metals in children ś toys globally. In 

Mexico, OUSANEG has participated in the sampling, and results will be presented in 2020. 

 

 

http://www.relans.org/Home_Espanol.html
https://ipen.org/sites/default/files/documents/toxic_toy_report_2017_update_v2_1-en.pdf
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Plastic pellets found on a Mar de la Plata beach in Argentina 

 
 
Case study of SAICM implementation in Latin America and the 
Caribbean (GRULAC) 
Here is a case study example of SAICM implementation in the GRULAC region on highly 

hazardous pesticides. 

 
Highly hazardous pesticides in Mexico 
RAPAM organized 3 NGOs and experts from 6 universities to produce a detailed report on 

HHPs in Mexico. Information from this report has been used by the National Human Rights 

Commission (CNDH), which issued Recommendation 82/ 108 on December 2018 on HHPs that 

recommends application of the precautionary principle and concrete actions to phase-out HHPs 

in the country. The RAPAM report identified 140 HHPs that are banned in other countries but 

authorized for use in Mexico. This list was attached as Annex 1 in the CNDH Recommendation 

82/108. New federal government authorities in 2019 accepted the CNDH Recommendation and 

have followed up with RAPAM, Greenpeace, UCCS, and the Toxicological Network on 

Pesticides with experts from different universities. To implement part of the CNDH 

recommendations, a Presidential Decree was issued that bans imports of HHPs, including those 

in the Rotterdam Convention and most pesticides listed in the Stockholm Convention. The 

phasing-out of HHPs and promotion of agroecology is on the agenda of the current government. 

RAPAM has been invited to participate in a working group on pesticides in an inter-ministerial 

body working on a national program to transform the food system in Mexico. 

 

https://www.cndh.org.mx/sites/all/doc/Recomendaciones/2018/Rec_2018_082.pdf
https://www.cndh.org.mx/sites/default/files/documentos/2019-01/Rec_2018_082_anexo.pdf
http://www.osiap.org.mx/senasica/sites/default/files/slider_pdf/NO%20USO%20DE%20FERTILIZANTES.pdf
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Book documenting use of highly hazardous pesticides in Mexico 

 

SAICM Implementation by NGOs in Latin American and the Caribbean  
Civil society organizations affiliated to IPEN have carried out various activities related to the 

national implementation of the SAICM Global Plan of Action. Below are some examples of 

SAICM implementation from NGOs in the region. 

 

SAICM 

Objective 

NGO Activity and Results Names of NGOs Country 

Risk 

Reduction 

Participation in a Government of Mexico 

City Forum to highlight risks reduction 

measures from road chemical transport of 

hazardous chemical substances in the city 

 

GPA items: 206 

 

SDGs: 11  

Union of Scientists 

Committed to 

Society (UCCS) 

Mexico 

 Participation with government authorities 

to elaborate a National Strategy on 

Pesticide Risk Reduction 

 

GPA items: 27, 66, 112, 114 

 

SDGs: 2, 3, 12, 14, 15 

Altervida Paraguay 

 Promoted mercury-free dentistry in Latin 

America among dentists and advocating 

for phasing-down of amalgam in the 

dentistry field 

Red de Acción en 

Plaguicidas y 

Alternativas de 

América Latina-

Uruguay, 

Paraguay 

and other 

countries in 
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GPA items: 57, 163  

 

SDGs: 3, 9, 12 

Uruguay and 

Alliance for 

Mercury Free 

Dentistry 

Latin 

America 

 Campaign for the ratification of the Basel 

Ban Amendment 

 

GPA items: 71 

 

SDGs: 16 

Fronteras 

Comunes 

Mexico 

 Identification of health and 

environmental risks and preventive 

measures in the informal sector for 

recycled electronic products and EPR 

legislation 

 

GPA items: 72, 73, 76, 81, 161, 162, 260 

 

SDGs:3,8,12 

CASACEM- Vías 

Verdes 

México 

Knowledge 

and 

Information 

Country Situation reports on HHPs in 

Mexico (2017), Chile (2018), Argentina 

(2018), Brazil (Jan 2019) 

 

GPA Items: 25, 51, 85, 89, 114  

SDGs: 2, 3, 8 

Red de Acción en 

Plaguicidas y 

Alternativas en 

Mexico (RAPAM) 

 

Alianza por una 

Mejor Calidad de 

Vida-Red de 

Acción en 

Plaguicidas y 

Alternativas de 

América Latina 

 

Centro de Estudios 

sobre Tecnologías 

Apropiadas de 

Argentina - 

CETAAR 

 - Red de Acción 

en Plaguicidas y 

Alternativas de 

América Latina 

 

Red de Acción en 

Plaguicidas y 

Alternativas de 

Mexico 

 

 

 

 

Chile 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Argentina 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brazil 

 

https://ipen.org/documents/los-plaguicidas-altamente-peligrosos-en-m%C3%A9xico
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América Latina-

Brazil 

 HHP Alternatives   in Latin America 

report, 2018 

 

GPA items: 116 

 

SDGS: 2,3,4,5,6,8,12,13 

Asociación 

Cubana de 

Técnicos 

Agrícolas y 

Forestales - Red de 

Acción en 

Plaguicidas y 

Alternativas de 

América Latina-

Cuba 

 

Cuba 

 

 Projects to measure lead in household 

paints 

 

GPA items: 157 

 

SDGs: 3, 16 

COLNODO  

Taller Ecologista  

CASACEM 

 

Colombia 

Argentina 

México 

 

 International Lead Poisoning Prevention 

Week – Public information campaign to 

raise awareness on the environmental 

health consequences of lead in paint 

 

GPA items: 112, 163 

 

SDGs: 3   

Taller Ecologista 

COLNODO 

Caribbean Poison 

Information 

Network 

(CARPIN) 

CASACEM 

 

Argentina 

Colombia 

Jamaica 

 

 

 

Mexico 

 Participation in projects to measure water 

pollutants in Atoyac and Santiago Rivers 

in Mexico and development of new 

standards 

 

GPA items: 82, 155 

 

SDGs: 6 

Union of Scientists 

Committed to 

Society (UCCS) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

México 

 Glyphosate review collaboration on the 

HHP Country Situation Report in Mexico 

July 2017 

 

GPA items: 25, 27, 112, 114 

 

SDGs: 2, 3, 12, 14, 15 

Union of Scientists 

Committed to 

Society (UCCS) 

 

 

 

 

 

México 

 Project to measure flame retardants in 

plastic children’s toys 

Taller Ecologista Argentina 

 

https://ipen.org/documents/argentina-lead-paint
https://ipen.org/sites/default/files/documents/toxic_toy_report_2017_update_v2_1-en.pdf
https://ipen.org/sites/default/files/documents/toxic_toy_report_2017_update_v2_1-en.pdf
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GPA items: 9, 81, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 16 

Centro de 

Tecnologias 

Alternativas 

Populares do Rio 

Grande do Sul 

(CETAP) 

CASA CEM 

Brazil 

 

 

 

 

 

Mexico 

 Conducted beach sampling of plastic 

pellets and fragments as part of IPEN’s 

Global Plastics Monitoring Project to 

generate data and raise awareness on 

POPs and other hazardous chemicals in 

the collected materials.   

 

GPA items: 63 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 14 

BIOS 

 

Red de Acción en 

Plaguicidas y 

Alternativas de 

América Latina - 

Costa Rica 

 

Asociación 

Ecológica Sto. 

Tomás 

Argentina 

 

Costa Rica 

 

 

 

 

 

México 

 Conducted film showing of the 

documentary ‘Stories from the Clean 

Room’ and raised awareness on the 

hazards that workers are exposed to in 

producing electronics 

 

GPA items: 67, 146-147, Appendix #2- 

6, 8, 13, 149 

 

SDGs: 5, 8, 12, 16 

Centro de 

Reflexión y 

Acción Laboral / 

Center for 

Reflection and 

Labor Action 

(CEREAL) 

Mexico 

 Overview of the nanotechnology 

situation in Latin America & several 

study cases; for example: Cadenas de 

producción de las nanotecnologías en 

América Latina: Argentina, Brasil, 

Colombia y México 

 

GPA items: 43, 84, 85 

 

SDGs: 3, 16 

Latin America 

Network on Nano 

and Society 

(ReLANS) 

Several 

countries in 

Latin 

America 

(Argentina, 

Colombia, 

México, 

Brazil, etc.) 

 Published book on Toxic Emergencies 

and environmental problems in Mexico 

(México Tóxico. Emergencias Químicas. 

Méxco, Ed. Siglo XXI, 2015. 

 

GPA items: 5, 233 

 

SDGs: 16 

Fronteras 

Comunes 

Mexico 

https://www.fronterascomunes.org.mx/manuales/emergenciasquimicas2015/
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Governance Participation in SAICM beyond 2020, 

discussions in regional and international 

meetings 

 

GPA items:164, 170 

 

SDGs:16 

Red de Acción en 

Plaguicidas y 

Alternativas de 

América Latina-

Uruguay  

Red de Acción en 

Plaguicidas y 

Alternativas de 

América Latina-

Argentina  

Red de Acción en 

Plaguicidas y 

Alternativas en 

Mexico 

Toxisphera 

COLNODO 

Uruguay 

 

 

 

 

Argentina 

 

 

 

 

Mexico 

 

 

 

Brazil 

Colombia 

 Participation as NGO representative in 

the National Chemicals Safety 

(CONASQ) until 2018 

 

GPA items: 169, 170, 174, 187, 206 

 

SDGS: 16 

Toxisphera Brazil 

 Participation in a stakeholder 

consultation body on SAICM led by 

Environment Minister (Semarnat) in 

Mexico until 2018 to review advances of 

the SAICM  

 

GPA items: 4, 164, 170, 171, 206 

 

SDGs: 16 

Centro de 

Investigación 

Laboral y Asesoría 

Sindical (CILAS) 

 

Red de Acción en 

Plaguicidas y 

Alternativas en 

Mexico 

Mexico 

 

 

 Participation in a Chemical Safety Round 

Table coordinated by the Planning 

Directorate dependent of Federal 

Presidency 

 

GPA items: 164, 206 

 

SDGs: 16 

COLNODO Colombia 

Capacity 

Building 

HHPs public awareness and 

agroecology alternatives, workshops, 

webinars, and conferences. 

 

 

 

Red de Acción en 

Plaguicidas y 

Alternativas en 

Mexico  

Alianza por una 

Mejor Calidad de 

Mexico 

 

 

 

Chile 
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GPA items: 9, 26, 27, 29, 36, 41, 51, 114, 

116, 158, 159, 160 

SDGs: 2,3,4,5,6,8,12,13 

Vida-Red de 

Acción en 

Plaguicidas y 

Alternativas de 

América Latina 

Centro de Estudios 

sobre Tecnologías 

Apropiadas de 

Argentina - 

CETAAR 

 - Red de Acción 

en Plaguicidas y 

Alternativas de 

América Latina 

Altervida 

Red de Acción en 

Plaguicidas y 

Alternativas de 

América Latina-

Brazil  

Asociación 

Cubana de 

Técnicos 

Agrícolas y 

Forestales - Red de 

Acción en 

Plaguicidas y 

Alternativas de 

América Latina-

Cuba 

Red de Acción en 

Plaguicidas y 

Alternativas de 

América Latina - 

Costa Rica 

Red de Acción en 

Plaguicidas y 

Alternativas de 

América Latina - 

Ecuador 

 

 

 

 

 

Argentina 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paraguay 

Brazil 

 

 

 

 

Cuba 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Costa Rica 

 

 

 

 

Ecuador 

 Toxic poisoning prevention in schools 

and through a network of 6 islands in the 

Caribbean 

 

GPA items: 2, 5, 9, 35, 221, 237 

 

Caribbean Poison 

Information 

Network 

(CARPIN) 

Jamaica 

https://www.utech.edu.jm/academics/colleges-faculties/cohs/carpin/about-the-caribbean-poison-information-network-carpin
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SDGs:16 

 Training manual on HHPs and decent 

work for peasant and indigenous women  

 

GPA items: 2, 81, 164, 255 

 

SDGs: 2, 5, 8 

Alianza por una 

Mejor Calidad de 

Vida-Red de 

Acción en 

Plaguicidas y 

Alternativas de 

América Latina 

 

Chile 

 Industrial toxicology training courses in 

Medicine Faculty and asbestos 

epidemiological studies of populations 

exposed and mesothelioma increase cases 

 

GPA items: 2, 11,16, 255 

 

SDGs: 8 

Centro de 

Investigación 

Laboral y Asesoría 

Sindical (CILAS) 

México 

 Training in workers’ rights to prevent 

risks from chemical exposures in 

maquiladora companies in the electronics 

sector 

 

GPA items: 2, 8, 15, 167, 187 

 

SDGs: 3, 8, 16 

Centro de 

Reflexión y 

Acción Laboral / 

Center for 

Reflection and 

Labor Action 

(CEREAL) 

México 

 

  

https://rap-al.org/cartilla-mujeres-campesinas-e-indigenas-por-trabajo-decente-y-un-mundo-libre-de-plaguicidas/
https://rap-al.org/cartilla-mujeres-campesinas-e-indigenas-por-trabajo-decente-y-un-mundo-libre-de-plaguicidas/
https://www.cereal.mx/
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Middle East and North Africa 
The Arab Region lies at the crossroads of Europe, Africa and Asia and is comprised of 23 

countries with a population of about 381 million people. The Arab Region is expected to grow to 

598 million inhabitants by 2050. Infant, child and maternal mortality are relatively high and 

continue to pose major health concerns and development challenges for the region. The region 

has recently been characterized by large movements from traditional farming activities to 

manufacturing and service sector employment. More than 50% of the residents are under the age 

of 25 and the growing youth population is entering the labor market. The accelerated move to 

manufacturing and service sector careers raise particular chemical safety concerns for children, 

youth and women of reproductive age.  

 

The Arab region is undergoing tremendous economic, social, political and environmental 

changes due to the wars and other political turbulence, which results in big challenges to 

encourage governments to consider chemical safety high on their agendas. The region is also 

marked by extreme disparities in wealth. Six countries (Comoros, Djibouti, Mauritania, Somalia, 

Sudan and Yemen) are classified as least developed by the United Nations and are among the 

poorest countries in the world. At the other end are Kuwait, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates, 

which are among the world’s wealthiest nations, as reflected in their per capita Gross Domestic 

Product. Finally, the Arab region holds the world’s largest reserves of crude oil and is also the 

largest producer of this fossil fuel. Taken together, vulnerable populations such children, women 

and youth who are obliged to live in deteriorated environments are and will be affected by 

hazardous chemicals and wastes in the region. 

 

The positive sign is that most of the countries in this region have ratified the Basel, Rotterdam, 

and Stockholm Conventions, and are signatories to SAICM. Therefore, most countries in the 

region should be aware of the dangers of toxic substances and materials and regulate and ban 

their uses. Legislation addressing chemicals is already present across the region in different 

instruments but much work is still required for them to be sufficient and efficient. 

 

Since the last Citizens’ Report, we have realized greater opportunities and expanding roles for 

civil society, based on mutual accountability between governments and their citizens. Many 

projects have been implemented by IPEN Participating Organizations related to chemicals and 

wastes, which have inspired groups to be engaged and spread information. We have to recognize 

that many Participating Organizations from Iraq, Palestine, Sudan, and Yemen utilize chemical 

safety data and communicate with their governments despite significant difficulties in the 

political situations in their countries. The activities carried out by the NGOs fit the objectives of 

SAICM and many work areas (see table below). They include lead, mercury, pesticides, POPs, 

EDCs, wastes, and plastics. Some NGOs work closely with their governments as members of 

national committees. In this regard, we can assume that NGOs are efficient in implementing 

SAICM objectives even within the few projects that can be carried out. 

 

To enhance more activities and results, the region needs financial support to reach a greater 

number of Participating Organizations and spread SAICM implementation in the region. The 

creation of a dialogue in the public sphere and a partnership between the various segments 

should be taken into consideration. 
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Gaps 
The main gaps in SAICM implementation in most Arab countries are: 

 

• Lack of data on chemicals; 

• Lack of financial support; 

• Lack of access to adequate information on toxic chemicals; 

• Increased pest resistance and extensive use of pesticides in agriculture;  

• Intensive industrialization;  

• Inadequate management of hazardous wastes and toxic chemicals; 

• Incineration of wastes; 

• Recycling of toxic wastes; 

• Illegal traffic; and 

• Big gaps in raising awareness on toxic chemicals and wastes. 

 

Suggested measures to improve sound chemicals management in the Arab region include: 

 

• Participation of qualified NGOs at national and international levels to implement 

activities on hazardous chemicals and wastes; 

• Enforcement of existing laws and regulations; 

• Awareness-raising and education addressing the hazards of chemicals and wastes; 

• Promotion of national interests to reduce chemicals’ adverse effects on human life and 

their impacts on the environment; 

• An integrated approach to chemicals management should be adopted through the 

chemical conventions: Basel, Rotterdam, Stockholm, and Minamata; 

• An efficient mechanism of information exchange and quick dissemination between all 

relevant stakeholders within the country should be put into place; 

• Information on the availability of resources funding should be made available to the 

public; and 

• Increasing education and awareness about environmental issues to strengthen and enable 

young people in the Arab region. This will empower younger residents to have stronger 

awareness, innovation and sustainable efforts to improve the quality of life within the 

MENA region.  

  

NGO Actions on Emerging Policy Issues and Issues of Concern 
NGOs in the MENA region implemented projects related to lead in paint, chemicals in products, 

highly hazardous pesticides, hazardous chemicals in electronics and perfluorinated chemicals.   

 

Lead in paint 
Organizations in Egypt, Iraq and Sudan conducted studies on lead in paints and raised awareness 

of health impacts. In Egypt, trainings were conducted for workers and paint manufacturers on 

eliminating lead paint. Blood lead levels among paint workers were investigated in Iraq. Lead-

safe labeling was promoted among manufacturers in Tunisia and a campaign to eliminate lead 

paint in products was conducted in Jordan. Organizations in all of these countries participated 

actively in the International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week of Action. 
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Endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs) 
An awareness-raising campaign on the impacts of EDCs was conducted in Tunisia.  

 

Chemicals in products 
Research on harmful chemicals in children’s toys was conducted in Tunisia and a workshop on 

green building materials was conducted in Lebanon. 

 

Highly hazardous pesticides 
Country situation reports on highly hazardous pesticides were undertaken or are underway in 

Jordan, Oman, Morocco, Sudan, Iraq and Tunisia. In addition, a workshop on the use of ceratitis 

traps for insects was conducted in Tunisia. 

 

Hazardous chemicals in electronics 
Film showings of “Stories from the Clean Room” were conducted in Egypt, Iraq, and Tunisia to 

raise awareness of chemical hazards in electronics manufacturing. 

 

Perfluorinated chemicals (PFAS) 
IPEN Participating Organizations in Egypt, Jordan and Lebanon conducted surveys to explore 

possible PFAS uses and pollution sources, scientific studies and government actions, including 

under the Stockholm Convention. The surveys found that the substances are poorly regulated and 

studies in individual countries found contamination of food contact papers, breast milk, and dust. 

 

Case study of SAICM implementation in MENA 
Here is a case study example of SAICM implementation in the MENA region on perfluorinated 

chemicals (PFAS). 

 

Per- and polyfluorinated chemicals in Egypt, Jordan and Lebanon 
Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) is a large class of more than 4,500 fluorinated 

chemicals that have received significant public and media attention in Australia, EU, and the US, 

in part due to their toxicity, extreme persistence, and documented water pollution. However, 

information about PFAS in other parts of the world is largely lacking and the information which 

is available is difficult to access. In 2019, IPEN Participating Organizations in Egypt, Jordan and 

Lebanon conducted surveys to explore possible PFAS uses and pollution sources, scientific 

studies and government actions, including under the Stockholm Convention. 

 

The country situation reports found that while PFOS has been addressed in some countries as a 

result of its 2009 Stockholm Convention listing, PFAS substances are essentially unregulated in 

all three countries. According to Jordan’s Revised National Implementation Plan under the 

Stockholm Convention, firefighting foams are the likely major source of PFAS in the country. In 

Lebanon, a 2017 government inventory showed 6,240L of PFOS-containing firefighting foam 

was used for 10 fire incidents between 2006 – 2014 and that that PFAS-containing AFFF foams 

are imported into Lebanon, primarily for use at gas stations. In Egypt, a 2016 study found PFOA 

in 79% of food contact papers analyzed. PFOS was found in 58% of the food contact samples 

with a median concentration of 0.29 ng/g. Another study in Egypt found PFAS in dust from 

homes, workplaces and cars. All three reports note the need for further monitoring information 

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://chm.pops.int/Portals/0/download.aspx%3Fd%3DUNEP-POPS-NIP-Jordan-COP4.English.pdf&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwj-5Y7x663hAhUGiqwKHRg9BmUQFggbMAI&usg=AOvVaw1gj8ksPDiRAzE0mFBLNX_n
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://chm.pops.int/Portals/0/download.aspx%3Fd%3DUNEP-POPS-NIP-Lebanon-COP6.English.pdf&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjDuO-GnMXhAhUfJzQIHQFbCqsQFggkMAc&usg=AOvVaw2IULDOd1L8T7o9n4VZpaBU
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26517384
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26517384
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and, given the seriousness and significant expense of PFAS pollution, called for regulating the 

substances as a class. 

 

SAICM Implementation by NGOs in the Middle East  
Civil society organizations affiliated to IPEN have carried out various activities related to the 

national implementation of the SAICM Global Plan of Action. Below are some examples of 

SAICM implementation from NGOs in the region. 

 

SAICM 

Objective 

NGO Activity and Results Names of NGOs Country 

Risk 

Reduction 

Lead paint IPEN project to detect high 

concentrations of lead in household 

paints and raise user awareness of these 

impacts on health, especially of 

children and pregnant women and on 

the environment 

 

GPA items: 57, 63 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12  

KENANA Egypt 

Together to Protect 

Human & 

Environment 

Association 

Iraq 

Sudanese 

Environment 

Conservation 

Society (SECS) 

Sudan 

Participation in the SAICM Asia 

regional meeting 

 

GPA items: 5, 17, 76 

 

SDGs: 11, 12, 15, 17 

Together to Protect 

Human & 

Environment 

Association 

Iraq 

Land & Human to 

Advocate Progress 

(LHAP) 

Jordan 

IndyACT Lebanon 

Raising awareness of dentists under the 

Ministry of Health, on the Minamata 

Convention and the harmful impacts of 

mercury dental amalgams on humans;  

Promote alternatives to amalgam by 

implementing project with Regional 

Department of Health under Ministry 

of Health to develop action plans to 

eliminate amalgam for children and 

women  

 

GPA items: 57, 58, 59, 63, 64, 76 

 

Association 

d'Education 

Environnementale 

pour la Future 

Génération  

(AEEFG)   

   

Association de la 

Protection de 

l'environnement et 

de Développement 

de Bizerte 

(APPEDUB) 

Tunisia 
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SDGs: 3, 9, 12 

Participated in Mercury Hair 

Monitoring in Women of Child-

Bearing Age project 

 

GPA items:  2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 17, 

57 ,59 ,60, 61, 63, 64, 67 

 

SDGs: 3, 9, 12, 15, 17 

Association 

d'Education 

Environnementale 

pour la Future 

Génération  

(AEEFG) 

 

KENANA 

Tunisia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Egypt 

Engaged paint industry to develop lead-

free paint label to protect consumers  

 

GPA items: 43, 44, 61, 76, 78 

 

SDGs: 3, 

Association 

d'Education 

Environnementale 

pour la Future 

Génération  

(AEEFG) 

 

Tunisia 

Conducted beach sampling of plastic 

pellets and fragments as part of IPEN’s 

Global Plastics Monitoring Project to 

generate data and raise awareness on 

POPs and other hazardous chemicals in 

the collected materials. 

 

GPA items:  63 

 

SDGs: 3,6,12,14,  

Human 

Environmental 

Association for 

Development  

(HEAD) 

Lebanon 

Moroccan 

Association Health 

Environment and 

Toxicovigilance 

(AMSETox)   

Morocco 

Palestinian 

Environmental 

Friends Association 

(PEF)   

Palestine 

Association 

d'Education 

Environnementale 

pour la Future 

Génération  

(AEEFG) 

Tunisia 



99 

 

POPs Assessment Project in the Gaza 

Strip and the West Bank. 

 

GPA items: 47, 54, 55, 57, 63, 64 

 

SDGs: 3,11,12,14,15 

Palestinian 

Environmental 

Friends Association 

(PEF) 

Palestine 

Participation in SAICM IP3, Bangkok 

Thailand 

 

GPA items: 5, 17, 76 

 

SDGs: 11,12,15,17 

 

Bahrain Women's 

Association 

Bahrain 

Association 

d'Education 

Environnementale 

pour la Future 

Génération  

(AEEFG) 

 

Tunisia 

Conducted research on harmful 

chemicals in children’s toys sold in the 

country. 

 

GPA items: 76, 112 

 

SDGs: 3,12 

Association 

d'Education 

Environnementale 

pour la Future 

Génération  

(AEEFG) 

 

Tunisia 

Action towards minimization of 

dumping wastes in Mediterranean Sea  

 

GPA items: 69-78 

 

SDGs: 3,6,14,17 

IndyACT Lebanon 

Highly Hazardous Pesticides (HHPs) 

Country Situation Report 

 

GPA items: 39, 43-44, 52, 54, 55, 62, 

66, 77, 78, 114-117 

 

SDGs: 2, 3, 6, 8, 15 

Land & Human to 

Advocate Progress 

(LHAP) 

 

Muscat-

Professional 

 

AMSETox 

 

Association 

d'Education 

Environnementale 

Jordan 

 

 

 

Oman 

 

 

Morocco 

 

Tunisia 
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pour la Future 

Génération  

(AEEFG) 

 

 IPEN PCBs Elimination Project 

 

GPA Items: 68 

 

SDGS: 4, 5, 6, 13, 14 

Arab Office for 

Youth and 

Environment 

(AOYE) 

Egypt 

Knowledge 

and 

Information 

  

A campaign to raise environmental 

awareness to protect beaches and 

marine life from pollution caused by 

plastic waste 

 

GPA items: 154, 155 

 

SDGs: 3,11,12,14,15 

Human 

Environmental 

Association for 

Development  

(HEAD)  

 

Lebanon 

LHAP campaign to eliminate lead in 

paint in many products in Jordan 

 

GPA items: 2- 6, 154, 155 

 

SDGs: 3,11,12,14,15 

Land & Human to 

Advocate Progress 

(LHAP) 

  

Jordan 

Awareness training for workers and 

owners of paint manufacturers 

 

GPA items: 154, 155 

 

SDGs: 3,11,12,14,15 

KENANA  Egypt 

Raising awareness about fashion 

manufacturing and its impact on the 

environment 

 

GPA items: 154, 155 

 

SDGs: 3,11,12,14,15 

Bahrain Women's 

Association 

Bahrain 

Awareness campaign and drawing 

blood from the paint workers in Hit 

space in Iraq 

 

Together to Protect 

Human & 

Environment 

Association 

Iraq 
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GPA items: 2–6,11–21, 54-56,138–

149, 255 

 

SDGs: 3,11,12,14,15 

Raising awareness of the impacts of 

chemicals on the endocrine system 

(EDCs) 

 

GPA items: 7–10, 150–153, 154, 155,  

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

Association 

d'Education 

Environnementale 

pour la Future 

Génération  

(AEEFG) 

Tunisia 

International Lead Poisoning 

Prevention Week of Action 

 

GPA items: 57, 112, 150-152, 155, 163 

 

SDGs: 3,11,12,15 

Moroccan 

Association Health 

Environment and 

Toxicovigilance 

(AMSETox)  

 

Land & Human to 

Advocate Progress 

(LHAP) 

 

Association 

d'Education 

Environnementale 

pour la Future 

Génération  

(AEEFG) 

 

KENANA 

 

Together to Protect 

Human & 

Environment 

Association 

Morocco 

 

 

 

 

 

Jordan 

 

 

 

Tunisia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Egypt 

 

Iraq 

Awareness-raising campaign on lead 

poisoning in household paints for 

chemistry engineers in Faculty of 

Sciences of Tunis; Awareness-raising 

campaign in schools  

 

GPA items: 13, 57, 112, 150-152, 155, 

163 

 

Association 

d'Education 

Environnementale 

pour la Future 

Génération  

(AEEFG) 

Tunisia 
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SDGs: 3,11,12,14,15 

Conducted film showing of the 

documentary ‘Stories from the Clean 

Room’ and raised awareness on the 

hazards that workers are exposed to in 

producing electronics. 

 

GPA items: 7–10, 150–153, 154, 155, 

245, 246 

 

SDGs: 3,12,15 

KENANA  Egypt 

Together to Protect 

Human & 

Environment 

Association 

Iraq 

Association 

d'Education 

Environnementale 

pour la Future 

Génération  

(AEEFG) 

Tunisia 

Awareness-raising action on the 

prevention of lead in paint and 

registration of activities in the WHO 

website 

 

GPA items: 7–10, 150–153, 245, 246 

 

SDGs: 3,11,12,15 

Together to Protect 

Human & 

Environment 

Association 

Iraq 

Land & Human to 

Advocate Progress 

(LHAP) 

Jordan 

Société Marocaine 

de Toxicologie 

Clinique et 

Analytique  

(SMTCA)   

Morocco 

Association 

d'Education 

Environnementale 

pour la Future 

Génération  

(AEEFG) 

Tunisia 

No plastic campaign to clean Lebanon's 

Byblos Beach organized on the World 

Environment Day 

 

GPA items: 202, 203, 253–254 

 

SDGs: 11,12,14 

Human 

Environmental 

Association for 

Development  

(HEAD) 

Lebanon 
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Awareness-raising campaign on the 

separation of solid waste at the source 

 

GPA items: 68–73, 161, 162, 258−262, 

272–273 

 

SDGs: 11,12, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Awareness-raising campaign: Clean the 

Mediterranean 

 

GPA items: 202, 203, 253, 254 

 

SDGs: 11,12,14 

Campaign to raise environmental 

awareness to protect beaches and 

marine life from pollution caused by 

plastic waste 

 

GPA items: 154, 155, 202, 203, 253, 

254 

 

SDGs: 11,12,14 

Lebanese 

Environmental 

Friends (LEF) 

 

Awareness-raising workshop on the 

risks of using lead in paints and dental 

amalgam on children's health and the 

environment with children from the 

"Elksia" children's club. 

 

GPA items: 57, 112, 163 

 

SDGs: 3,11,12,15 

Association de la 

Protection de 

l'environnement et 

de Développement 

de Bizerte 

(APPEDUB) 

Tunisia 

Environment awareness-raising for 

people with special needs focusing on 

health care related wastes 

 

GPA items: 2–6, 154–155 

 

SDGs: 3,11,12, 15 

KENANA Egypt 
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Regional meeting to promote SAICM  

 

GPA items: 86, 102, 103, 105, 106, 

109, 110, 111-115, 119-122, 

 

SDGs: 3,6,17 

Arab Office for 

Youth and 

Environment 

(AOYE) 

 

Muscat-

Professional 

 

Together to Protect 

Human & 

Environment 

Association 

 

Bahrain Women’s 

Association 

 

Lebanese 

Environmental 

Friends (LEF)  

 

Window to 

Environment 

Association 

 

Human 

Environmental 

Association for 

Development  

(HEAD) 

 

Land & Human to 

Advocate Progress 

(LHAP) 

 

Association de la 

Protection de 

l'environnement et 

de Développement 

de Bizerte 

(APPEDUB) 

 

Association 

Tunisienne 

d'Agriculture 

Environnementale 

(ATAE) 

Egypt 

 

 

 

 

Oman 

 

 

Iraq 

 

 

 

 

Bahrain 

 

 

Lebanon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jordan 

 

 

 

Tunisia 
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L'association pour 

la protection de 

l'environnement et 

du patrimoine 

(APEP) 

 

Association 

d'Education 

Environnementale 

pour la Future 

Génération  

(AEEFG) 

Governance Produced PCBs country situation 

reports 2019 

 

GPA items: 54–56 

 

SDGs: 3,11,12,15 

Arab Office for 

Youth and 

Environment 

(AOYE) 

Egypt 

Société Marocaine 

de Toxicologie 

Clinique et 

Analytique 

(SMTCA) 

Morocco 

Produced PFAS country situation 

reports 2019 

 

GPA items: 54–56 

 

SDGs: 3,11,12, 15 

Ecovision  Egypt 

Land & Human to 

Advocate Progress 

(LHAP) 

Jordon 

IndyACT Egypt 

Report on the situation of POPs in 

Tunisia 

 

GPA items: 55 

 

SDGs: 3,11,12, 15 

Association 

d'Education 

Environnementale 

pour la Future 

Génération  

(AEEFG) 

 

Tunisia 

Organized environmental movements 

from civil society and some political 

forces against the burning of recyclable 

resources and the project of 

incinerators 

 

IndyACT Lebanon 
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GPA items: 2-6, 120 

 

SDGs: 11,13, 15 

Waste recycling and treatment of 

industrial waste 

 

GPA items: 70, 73 

 

SDGs: 11,13, 15 

Human 

Environmental 

Association for 

Development  

(HEAD)  

Lebanon 

Ban Plastic Bags from Supermarket: 

Advocate government to implement 

law  

 

GPA items: 193–198 

 

SDGs: 11, 13, 14, 15 

SAICM-Related Activities:  good 

environmental governance, sustainable 

management and a green economy 

 

GPA items: 165 

 

SDGs: 11,13, 15 

Association de la 

Protection de 

l'environnement et 

de Développement 

de Bizerte 

(APPEDUB) 

Tunisia 

National Campaign on the solid waste 

management crisis in Lebanon, 

advocating for a recycling-based plan, 

against incinerators and garbage 

exportation strategy of Lebanese 

government 

 

GPA items: 2-6, 120 

 

SDGs: 11, 13, 14, 15 

Lebanese 

Environmental 

Friends (LEF)  

Lebanon 

 

Capacity 

Building 

Workshop to present the results of the 

study on lead content in solvent-based 

paints for domestic use in Morocco 

 

GPA items: 208, 213 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 15,17 

Société Marocaine 

de Toxicologie 

Clinique et 

Analytique  

(SMTCA)   

Morocco 
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Workshop on the installation of 

ceratitis traps to fight against insects 

 

GPA items: 51 

 

SDGs: 2,3, 15 

Association 

Tunisienne 

d'Agriculture 

Environnementale 

(ATAE) 

Tunisia 

Workshop on green building 

 

GPA items: 208, 213 

 

SDGs: 11, 13, 14, 15 

Human 

Environmental 

Association for 

Development  

(HEAD) 

Lebanon 

Training touristic guide to become eco-

guide 

 

GPA items: 208, 213 

 

SDGs: 13, 14, 15 

Human 

Environmental 

Association for 

Development  

(HEAD) 

Lebanon 
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South Asia 
The South Asia region comprises eight countries: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 

Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. These countries have experienced acceleration in 

economic growth leading to a changing paradigm of development.  However, with rapid 

economic growth, the region has also witnessed serious environmental challenges such as 

management of municipal and industrial waste, water pollution, and rapidly depleting natural 

resources (including forests).  Moreover, as agriculture continues to be the backbone of the South 

Asian economy, judicious use of chemical pesticides and their elimination is still a challenge for 

the region.  

 

South Asian countries have taken a number of steps toward sound chemicals management. India 

has redrafted all its national laws on waste and has also notified regulations to manage some 

POPs. Nepal has proven to be a good example in terms of developing necessary regulations to 

protect their population and the environment from the rising impacts of chemical and waste 

pollution. The country notified mercury standards for cosmetics and also issued a directive to 

phase-out mercury from the dental sector. India and Sri Lanka have also ratified the Minamata 

Convention indicating their commitments towards better management of mercury in products 

and waste. In addition, India and Bangladesh have issued regulations to limit lead content to 90 

ppm in paints.   

 

However, in spite of these developments, there are lots of challenges and gaps in the 

implementation of these rules and regulations on the ground. The NGOs in the region have 

played a key role in trying to fill these gaps and have undertaken some important interventions to 

push for sound management of chemicals and wastes in these countries. 

 

 
Stakeholder consultation on SAICM by Toxics Link 

 



109 

 

 

Gaps  
The region is quite diverse and the countries have their own priorities in dealing with chemical 

safety issues. The national governments and the civil societies have initiated certain progressive 

actions towards a toxics-free future, yet the civil society groups in most cases dedicate years of 

persistent work, at the ground, research, policy, and awareness levels for such regulations to be 

framed. However, apart from Bhutan, the NGOs have not received adequate support from the 

government to implement SAICM-related activities. Some of the major successes for the region 

are in eliminating lead in paints, initiatives to phase out certain hazardous pesticides and 

regulation of children’s products. However, many of the Global Plan of Action items have not 

been addressed in the region.  

 

In the region, Bhutan has its own challenges to deal with the issues of chemicals. Though the 

country is a signatory to SAICM, it has not yet addressed many of its challenges due to lack of 

capacity at different levels. There is a lack of information and technical resources on many of the 

emerging chemical issues of concern.   

 

Bangladesh, an emerging economy of the region, has not addressed many of the challenges 

associated with chemical safety issues. Being a textile hub, it could have come out with stricter 

regulation to phase out/restrict hazardous chemicals from the industry. Though NGOs in 

Bangladesh have been pursuing SAICM issues for years, limited government support in taking 

up chemical issues at the national level has been raised as a major gap.  

 

NGOs in Nepal has observed a noticeable hindrance from the industries, which further delays the 

SAICM-related policy formulation/implementation process at the national level - sometimes for 

many years. For example, CSOs’ persistent efforts led to enactment of a law on BPA in 

children’s products. However, it was sabotaged by the government due to industrial lobbying 

through the US diplomatic mission and World Trade Organization. 

  

India, being the largest and the most diverse country of the region, has taken a number of 

progressive steps, including a lead in paints standard and phase-out of certain hazardous 

pesticides. However, it took a long time for the authorities to get there. Government inclination 

and support for NGOs has been declining in the last few years. Despite the development of 

regulations on lead in paints or inclusion of extended producer responsibility in the e-waste 

regulation, implementation has emerged as a major challenge. In addition, many important 

SAICM-related issues have not been taken up in the country. The country is witnessing a gap in 

generating information and data on various SAICM-related issues.   

 

NGO consultation and public participation is imperative in the decision-making process and are 

keys to the successful implementation of any chemical safety effort. This thus, needs to be 

strengthened further for sustainable chemical safety regimes to prosper. Additionally, 

establishment of the direct linkage between chemical safety and health impacts is absolutely 

necessary and there needs to be more concerted efforts to build on this linkage. Issues of 

chemicals and waste also are often not understood or prioritized by governments and this 

requires specific attention by NGOs. NGOs in the region need to engage with the government 

machinery to get the desired results.  
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Finally, lack of resources has been echoed as one of the major gaps by all the CSOs in the 

region. Both technical and financial resources are required in order to catalyze changes in the 

sector. NGOs have been focusing on sourcing adequate resources in order to generate data and 

thus push for more protective policies. However, there is a dire need for the government to pitch 

in both technically and financially for the creation of sound chemical safety policies.  

 

Some of the identified gaps for the region are: 

• Insufficient financial resources to fully and effectively implement SAICM and related 

multilateral chemicals and environmental agreements; 

• Lack of sustained funding for NGOs to build capacity, generate more data and raise mass 

awareness on chemical safety issues;  

• Lack of concerted efforts on chemicals issues by governments, with consideration of the 

environmental and health aspects;  

• No effective consultation with CSOs in policy formulation and implementation of 

projects; 

• Lack of concrete efforts to mobilize additional resources from the chemicals industry to 

pay for the costs of sound chemicals management; 

• Lack of strong law enforcement and punishment for industries that are violating the 

regulations; 

• Lack of data on the health, environmental, and economic impacts of chemicals and other 

products and wastes of equivalent concern; 

• Lack of concerted efforts on SAICM emerging policy issues such as EPPPs; 

• Inadequate infrastructure and personnel to effectively enforce bans and/or restrictions on 

the trade, sale, use, and disposal of chemical substances, products, and wastes of concern, 

including inefficient customs control to prevent illegal traffic in dangerous and toxic 

goods; 

• Delay/weakening of the chemical safety regulations by the industries; and 

• Poor implementation of the existing regulations by the industries/government agencies. 

 

 
 

Human Chain organized by ESDO during ILPPWA, 2017 
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NGO Actions on Emerging Policy Issues and Issues of Concern 
NGOs in the South Asia region have implemented projects related to lead in paint, highly 

hazardous pesticides, chemicals in products, endocrine disrupting chemicals, hazardous 

chemicals in electronics, and per- and polyfluorinated chemicals (PFCs or PFAS).  

 

Lead in paint 
Efforts by NGOs in South Asia have led to lead paint regulations in Bangladesh, India, Nepal 

and Sri Lanka. The status of implementation has been checked annually in India, along with 

stakeholder consultations, so that laggards can comply with the standard. In Nepal, investigation 

of blood lead levels in children has also been investigated. NGOs have also addressed lead from 

other sources, including toys in Bangladesh and lead acid batteries in India. 

 

 
 

Stakeholder workshop on effective implementation of the lead paint standard in Nepal, October 23, 2018 

 
Highly hazardous pesticides 
NGOs have been working to regulate highly hazardous pesticides in Bangladesh, India, Nepal 

and Sri Lanka. In Bangladesh, community awareness programs for farmers have been organized. 

NGOs in India have worked with farmers to develop sustainable farming systems in addition to 

addressing agricultural waste and dicofol – a pesticide listed in the Stockholm Convention for 

global elimination. In Sri Lanka, NGOs have worked both on pesticide regulatory policy and in 

training farmers to implement organic agriculture. 

 

Chemicals in products 
In Bangladesh, NGO studies have included data on toxic substances such as mercury in skin-

lightening creams. Toxic chemicals in children’s toys have been investigated in Nepal and in 

2017, the government enacted standards for 12 different heavy metals and chemicals, including 

BPA and phthalates. Unfortunately, the US government exerted diplomatic pressure to roll back 
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these regulations. In 2019, persistent NGO efforts led to the enactment of cosmetic standards on 

3 July, 2019, which has parameters for both mercury and lead for lipsticks, skin creams and skin 

lotions. In India, an NGO study explored the presence of microplastics in cosmetics. 

 

 
 

Stakeholder meeting on mercury free dentistry with ESDO, WAFMFD and UNEP in Bangladesh 

 

Endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs) 
In India, NGO studies investigated BPA in baby feeding bottles and sippy cups. Another study 

explored BPA in thermal paper widely used in ATMs and cash register receipts. 

 

Hazardous chemicals in electronics 
With increasing dependency on electronics, the production of e-waste is rapidly increasing. 

NGOs in India have performed public outreach in schools and watch-dogged implementation and 

enforcement of the e-waste regulation, including the extended producer responsibility provision. 

NGOs also raised awareness about the toxic chemical use in the production part of the lifecycle 

by screening “Stories from the Clean Room” in India and Nepall  

 

PFAS 
NGOs in Bangladesh, India, Nepal, and Sri Lanka developed the first country situation reports 

on PFAS substances. Though some countries have restricted PFOS in line with the Stockholm 

Convention listing, most PFAS substances remain unregulated. The reports found significant 

breast milk contamination in India and contamination of blood in Sri Lanka tea plantation 

workers. PFAS water pollution was widespread, resulting in contamination of fish.  
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Training session on cloth making by GFFD in India 

 

Case study of SAICM implementation in South Asia 
Here are two case study examples of SAICM implementation in the South Asia region, including 

eliminating lead paint in India and new laws regulating toxic substances in cosmetics in Nepal. 

 

Eliminating lead paint  
The issue of lead in paints was never discussed in India or globally until 2007 when Toxics Link 

did the first-of-its-kind study that found lead in almost all the enamel paint brands tested. 

Subsequent testing revealed that though the major manufacturers have shifted to lead-free paints, 

there are still concerns about the use of lead in paints by small and medium scale enterprises. In 

2016, the Government of India acted on the issue and notified the “Regulation on Lead contents 

in Household and Decorative Paints Rules, 2016” which came into force the following year. 

Toxics Links has watch dogged the enforcement of this regulation and recent studies have found 

violations of the law. The testing results have captured the attention of government regulators, 

who are working toward better compliance based on the Toxics Link campaign.  

 

Regulating toxic substances in cosmetics 
The Center for Public Health and Environmental Development (CEPHED) raised concerns about 

toxic substances in cosmetics, particularly because these products are applied directly to the 

body. In 2019, the Nepal Bureau of Standards and Metrology and Ministry of Industry, 

Commerce & Supplies enacted three sets of standards for different groups of cosmetics: lipstick, 

skin creams, and skin lotions. The standards include parameters such as limits for lead, arsenic, 

mercury and cadmium. CEPHED served as a committee member in both the Technical 

Committee and Sub-Technical Committee formed for formulation of these important and urgent 

cosmetics standards.   

 

SAICM implementation by NGOs in South Asia 
Civil society organizations affiliated to IPEN have carried out various activities related to the 

national implementation of the SAICM Global Plan of Action. Below are some examples of 

SAICM implementation from NGOs in the region. 
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SAICM 

Objectives 

NGO Activities and results Names of NGOs Country 

Risk 

Reduction 

Campaign for lead-free paint 

(International Lead Poisoning Prevention 

Week of Action) 

 

Testing report on lead in paints to enforce 

compliance of the existing regulation and 

to raise public awareness. 

 

GPA items: 57, 112, 163 

 

SDGS: 3,11,12,15 

Toxics Link  India 

 Analysis of lead content in paint samples 

(International Lead Poisoning 

Prevention Week of Action) 

 

Testing report on lead in paints to push 

for regulation in the country and also 

raise public awareness on the health 

impacts of lead. 

 

GPA items: 57, 112, 163 

 

SDGs: 3,11,12,15 

Environment & 

Social 

Development 

Organization 

(ESDO) 

Bangladesh 

 Campaign for lead free paint 

(International Lead Poisoning Prevention 

Week of Action)  

 

Testing report on lead in paints to push 

for regulation in the country and also 

raise public awareness on the health 

impacts of lead. 

  

GPA items: 57, 112, 163 

 

SDGs: 3,11,12,15 

Association for 

Community 

Development 

(ACD) 

Bangladesh 

 Campaign for lead free paint 

(International Lead Poisoning Prevention 

Week of Action) 

 

Testing report on lead in paints to enforce 

compliance of the existing regulation and 

push for more strict regulation. 

 

GPA items: 57, 112, 163 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice (CEJ) 

Sri Lanka  
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SDGs: 3,11,12,15 

 Campaign for lead free paint 

(International Lead Poisoning Prevention 

Week of Action)  

 

Testing report on lead in paints to enforce 

compliance of the existing regulation and 

to raise public awareness. 

 

GPA items: 57, 112, 163 

 

SDGs: 3,11,12,15 

Center for Public 

Health and 

Environmental 

Development 

(CEPHED) 

Nepal 

 Study report on Lead Acid Batteries 

 

GPA items: 54, 57 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 15 

Toxics Link 

Gramin Vikas 

Evam Paryavaran 

Samiti 

(GVEPS) 

India 

 Pesticide minimization project in 

Panchkhal area of central Nepal 

 

GPA Items: 57, 63, 85 

 

SDGs: 3,11,12,15 

Leaders  Nepal 

 IPEN Global Plastics Monitoring Project:  

Conducted beach sampling of plastic 

pellets and fragments to generate data and 

raise awareness on the presence of 

hazardous chemicals in plastics.   

 

GPA items: 63 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Environment & 

Social 

Development 

Organization 

(ESDO) 

Bangladesh 

 Plastic brand audit project with “Break 

free from plastic”: The audit was 

conducted in coastal areas in 

Mattakkuliya, near Colombo and Matara, 

down south. The goal was to find the 

brand most contributing to the plastic 

pollution 

 

GPA Items: 73, 112, 194, 196 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice (CEJ) 

Sri Lanka 

 Ban Plastic Campaign project: The 

project involved 200 Students and the 

Jeevan Rekha 

Parishad 

India 
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NSS unit, which within a week period, 

collected 500 kg of dumped plastic in 

the campus of university and disposed. 

 

GPA Items: 73, 194, 196 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

 Study report on microplastics in 

cosmetics: Conducted research to 

generate data, raise awareness and push 

for policy to stop the use of 

microplastics in cosmetics 

 

GPA items: 1, 47, 57, 63, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Toxics Link India 

 Model development for BAT and BEP in 

HCWM and mercury to curb POPs & 

mercury release 

 

GPA items: 43, 57, 59, 76, 112 

 

SDGs: 3,11,12,15 

Center for Public 

Health and 

Environmental 

Development 

(CEPHED) 

Nepal 

 Conducted film showing of the 

documentary ‘Stories from the Clean 

Room’ and raised awareness amongst 

school children on the hazards that 

workers are exposed to in producing 

electronics. 

 

GPA items: 67, 146, 147 

 

SDGs: 3,11,12,15 

Gramin Vikas 

Evam Paryavaran 

Samiti 

(GVEPS) 

India 

 POPs Country Situation Report: The 

report resulted in country wide data on 

availability of even banned pesticides 

and initiated a policy dialogue in the 

country. 

 

GPA Items: 57, 63, 85 

 

SDGs: 3,11,12,15 

Center for Public 

Health and 

Environmental 

Development 

(CEPHED)  

Nepal  

Knowledge 

and 

Information 

Awareness program on lead in paints: 

Public awareness campaigns, human 

chain and other awareness programs 

 

Guide Foundation 

For Development 

(GFFD) 

 

India 
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GPA items: 54, 57, 112 

 

SDGs: 3,11,12,15 

Lok Kalyan Seva 

Kendra 

(LKSK) 

 

Gramin Vikas 

Evam Paryavaran 

Samiti  

(GVEPS) 

 

Center for Public 

Health and 

Environmental 

Development 

(CEPHED) 

 

Environment & 

Social 

Development 

Organization 

(ESDO) 

India 

 

 

 

India 

 

 

 

 

Nepal 

 

 

 

 

 

Bangladesh 

 Awareness program on e-waste: A large 

number of schools were reached and 

some amount of e-waste was also 

collected  

 

GPA Items: 57, 71, 72, 112 

 

SDGs: 3,11,12,15 

Institute of Social 

Research and 

Development 

(ISRD) 

 

Guide Foundation 

for Development 

(GFFD) 

 

Centre for 

Innovation in 

Science and 

Social Action 

(CISSA) 

India 

 E-waste management education in 

schools: 20 schools were reached and 

200 kg of e-waste collected and provided 

to an e-waste recycling agency  

  

GPA Items: 71, 72, 112 

 

SDGs: 3,11,12,15 

Jeevan Rekha  

Parishad 

India 

 Report on dicofol usage in India: 

Research study on the availability and 

usage of dicofol as a pesticide in India. 

Report is being used as a tool to develop 

Toxics Link India 
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and strengthen regulations concerning 

pesticides in the country. 

 

GPA Items: 1, 27, 114 

 

SDGs: 3,11,12,15 

 PFAS study: Hidden health hazard in 

non-stick cookware: The report 

highlighted the presence of PFAS in non-

stick cookware  

 

GPA Items: 54, 63, 112, 163, 169 

 

SDGs: 3,11,12,15 

Environment & 

Social 

Development 

Organization 

(ESDO) 

Bangladesh 

 PFAS Country Situation Reports: 

Produced country PFAS situation reports 

that reviewed press articles, scientific 

studies, country regulatory policies and 

engaged with government to highlight 

need for regulatory action on PFAS in 

support of Stockholm Convention listing.  

 

 

GPA Items: 57, 112, 163, 169 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Environment & 

Social 

Development 

Organization 

(ESDO) 

 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice (CEJ) 

 

Center for Public 

Health and 

Environmental 

Development 

(CEPHED) 

 

Toxics Link 

Bangladesh 

 

 

 

 

 

Sri Lanka 

 

 

 

Nepal 

 

 

 

 

 

India 

 Testing of drinking water and surface 

water for the presence of PFAS 

 

GPA items: 63, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Environment & 

Social 

Development 

Organization 

(ESDO) 

Bangladesh 

 Report on Single Use Plastic: Hidden 

Costs of Health & Environment in 

Bangladesh 

 

GPA Items: 54, 112, 163 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Environment & 

Social 

Development 

Organization 

(ESDO) 

Bangladesh 

 Survey on Plastic Recycling in Dhaka 

 

Environment & 

Social 

Bangladesh 
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GPA items: 63, 112, 163 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 15 

Development 

Organization 

(ESDO) 

 Study on Bisphenol A report: Bottles 

can be Toxic: The report created data on 

the presence of BPA in baby feeding 

bottles and sippy cups. It is being used to 

push for regulation in the country. 

 

GPA Items: 54, 63, 81, 85, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 15  

Toxics Link,  

 

Gramin Vikas 

Evam Paryavaran 

Samiti  

(GVEPS) 

  

India 

 Mercury bio-monitoring study: Carried 

out mercury bio-monitoring among the 

female population of fisher folks and 

people working in metal plating 

workshops and Ayurvedic medicine 

producing industries.  

 

GPA Items: 57, 58, 59, 85, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 15 

Center for Public 

Health and 

Environmental 

Development 

(CEPHED) 

  

Nepal 

 Report: Mercury Monitoring of Women 

in Small Islands Developing States 

 

GPA Items: 57, 58, 59, 80, 81, 82, 85 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 15 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice (CEJ) 

Sri Lanka 

 Research study on mercury contaminated 

Sites 

 

GPA Items: 57, 58, 59, 80, 85 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 15 

Toxics Link India 

 Study on mercury in soil and water 

around chlor-alkali sites in India  

GPA Items: 58, 59, 85 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Toxics Link India 

 Market assessment of children’s toys in 

2016 

 

GPA Items: 54, 61, 76, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 15 

Leaders  Nepal 
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 Report on BPA in thermal Paper: 

Estimated concentration of BPA in 

thermal paper widely used in ATMs and 

other consumer outlets. 

 

GPA Items: 85, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 15 

Toxics Link India 

 Report on E-waste rules compliance: 

Time to Reboot-III: Rated companies, 

and manufacturers on the compliance to 

e-waste rules.  

 

GPA Items: 69, 72, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 15  

Toxics Link India 

 Report on informal e-waste recycling in 

Delhi: Assessed the informal sector and 

the practices that they follow. Resulted in 

stakeholder dialogue to push for stringent 

compliance of e-waste regulation. 

 

GPA Items: 69, 72, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 15 

Toxics Link India 

 Report: Spreading Infections (Bio-

medical waste management): Generated 

data on the compliance of bio-medical 

waste rules in the country. Pushed for 

stricter monitoring. 

 

GPA Items: 69, 72, 85 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 15 

Toxics Link India 

 Awareness-raising program on plastic 

pollution: Community awareness on 

plastic pollution 

 

GPA items: 54, 85, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Jagrata Juba 

Sangha (JJS) 

Bangladesh 

 Awareness-raising program on plastics 

and microplastics 

 

GPA Items: 85, 112 

 

Environment & 

Social 

Development 

Organization 

(ESDO) 

Bangladesh 
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SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

 Participation in “No Toxic Plastics for 

Children” project by collecting plastic 

children’s items and sending them to be 

analyzed for BPA content. 

 

GPA Items: 54, 63, 81, 85, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 15 

 

Environment & 

Social 

Development 

Organization 

(ESDO) 

 

Royal Society for 

the Protection of 

Nature (RSPN) 

 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice (CEJ) 

Bangladesh 

 

 

 

 

 

Bhutan 

 

Sri Lanka 

 Multi-event campaign on single-use 

plastics 

 

GPA items: 54, 85, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Centre for 

Innovation in 

Science and 

Social Action 

(CISSA) 

India 

 Awareness-raising and advocacy 

campaign for regulating highly 

hazardous pesticides 

 

GPA items: 54, 112  

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Center for Public 

Health and 

Environmental 

Development 

(CEPHED) 

 

Nepal 

 Awareness-raising programs on 

mercury-free dentistry 

 

GPA items: 54, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 15 

Environment & 

Social 

Development 

Organization 

(ESDO) 

 

Center for Public 

Health and 

Environmental 

Development 

(CEPHED) 

Bangladesh 

 

 

 

 

 

Nepal 

 Awareness-raising program on mercury 

added products (cosmetics) 

 

GPA items: 54, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Environment & 

Social 

Development 

Organization 

(ESDO) 

Bangladesh 

 Stakeholder consultation on chemicals 

management and SDGs 

Toxics Link India 
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GPA Items: 112, 164 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

 Stakeholder consultations with the 

government agencies for effective 

implementation of the lead in paint 

standard 

 

GPA Items: 112, 164 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Center for Public 

Health and 

Environmental 

Development 

(CEPHED) 

 

Toxics Link 

Nepal 

 

 

 

 

 

India 

 Stakeholder consultation meetings on 

lead in paints 

 

GPA Items: 112, 164 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Environment & 

Social 

Development 

Organization 

(ESDO) 

Bangladesh 

 Stakeholder consultation on POPs 

management 

 

GPA Items: 112, 164 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Toxics Link India 

 Stakeholder meeting on mercury-free 

dentistry 

 

GPA Items: 112, 164 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Environment & 

Social 

Development 

Organization 

(ESDO) 

Bangladesh 

 National and international consultation 

workshops on mercury added products 

 

GPA Items: 112, 164 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Environment & 

Social 

Development 

Organization 

(ESDO) 

Bangladesh 

 

 Stakeholder consultation on mercury-free 

dentistry in Sri Lanka 

 

GPA Items: 112, 164 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice (CEJ) 

Sri Lanka 

 Stakeholder workshops on microplastic 

litter 

 

GPA items: 73, 162, 258, 262 

Environment & 

Social 

Development 

Bangladesh 
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SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Organization 

(ESDO) 

 Stakeholder consultation on e-waste 

management 

 

GPA items: 73, 112, 258 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Institute of Social 

Research and 

Development 

(ISRD) 

 

India 

Governance National conference on SAICM: 

Stakeholder preparatory meeting before 

the conduct of IP1 meeting 

 

GPA Items: 206, 211 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Toxics Link India 

 Filed a legal petition in National Green 

Tribunal to include EPR for mercury 

lamps  

 

GPA Items: 164, 188 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Toxics Link India 

 Filed a legal case demanding a National 

Policy for Solid Waste Management 

 

GPA Items: 164, 188 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Centre for 

Environmental 

Justice (CEJ) 

Sri Lanka 

 Policy advocacy to push for ban on 

mercury in dentistry for vulnerable 

populations 

 

GPA Items: 164, 188 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Center for Public 

Health and 

Environmental 

Development 

(CEPHED) 

 

Nepal 

 Participation in the SAICM Asia 

regional meeting 

 

GPA items: 164, 206 

 

SDGs: 11, 12, 14, 15, 17 

Toxics Link 

CEPHED 

Environment & 

Social 

Development 

Organization 

(ESDO) 

India 

Nepal 

Bangladesh 

 Participation in SAICM intersessional 

process meetings and OEWG 

 

GPA items: 164, 206 

Toxics Link 

 

Environment & 

Social 

India 

 

Bangladesh 
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SDGs: 11, 12, 14, 15, 17 

Development 

Organization 

(ESDO) 

 

Center for Public 

Health and 

Environmental 

Development 

(CEPHED) 

 

Lok Kalyan Seva 

Kendra 

(LKSK) 

 

World Wildlife 

Fund 

 

 

 

 

Nepal 

 

 

 

 

 

India 

 

Pakistan 

Capacity 

building 

Training for farmers on Non-Pesticide 

Management Practices (NPM)  

 

GPA Items: 24, 51, 54, 76, 112, 160 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 15 

Guide Foundation 

For Development 

(GFFD) 

 

India  

 Training of marginalized women to 

produce cloth bags as an alternate to 

plastic bags 

 

GPA Items: 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 5, 11, 12, 15 

Guide Foundation 

For Development 

(GFFD) 

 

India 

 Awareness among farmers against 

chemical fertilizers and pesticides 

 

GPA items: 54, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

Jagrata Juba 

Sangha (JJS) 

Bangladesh 

 Training of Trainers (TOT) on 

environmentally sound health care waste 

management, POPs, mercury-free health 

care services and mercury-free dentistry 

 

GPA Items: 76, 112, 260 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 15 

Center for Public 

Health and 

Environmental 

Development 

(CEPHED) 

 

Nepal 

 Training of farmers in “Stop pesticide 

campaign”: To protect honey bee 500 

Jeevan Rekha  

Parishad 

India 
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farmers were sensitized and assisted for 

organic farming 

 

GPA Items: 76, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 15 

 Workshop on electronic and battery 

waste: Capacity building and stakeholder 

discussion in e-waste and battery waste 

 

GPA Items: 69, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 15 

Toxics Link India 

 Project on sustainable organic farming: 

Raised awareness amongst farmers about 

the hazards of chemical pesticides and 

encouraged them to switch to sustainable 

and organic practices.  

 

GPA Items: 54, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 15 

Gramin Vikas 

Evam Paryavaran 

Samiti  

(GVEPS) 

 

India 

 Training on organic farming to farmers 

in Sri Lanka 

 

GPA Items: 24, 51, 54, 76, 112, 160 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 15 

Sevalanka 

Foundation 

Sri Lanka 
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Southeast Asia, East Asia and the Pacific 
The Southeast Asia (SEA) and East Asia regions have very diverse economic and political 

spectrums. The regions are facing rapidly growing challenges in chemicals and waste 

management, fueled by population growth, economic growth, urbanization, industrialization, and 

intensive agriculture. This leads to different types of challenges and needs with respect to sound 

chemicals management. 

 

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) includes ten countries with a $2.4 trillion 

economy and population of 626 million people that formed the ASEAN Economic Community 

(AEC) in 2015 — one of the largest markets in the world.  

 

IPEN Participating Organizations in East Asia are located in three countries: China, Japan, and 

the Republic of Korea (ROK). These countries face common environmental issues because they 

share common air and waters. With the view to promoting a candid exchange of perspectives and 

strengthening cooperation on environmental issues not only for the region but the entire globe, 

the Environment Ministers of the three countries have been meeting annually at the Tripartite 

Environment Ministers Meeting Among China, Japan, and Korea (TEMM) since 1999. In May 

2015, the representatives of the three countries signed a “Joint Action Plan for Environmental 

Cooperation among China, Japan and South Korea” (2015-2019) and the “Joint Communiqué 

of the 17th Tripartite Environment Ministers Meeting among China, Japan, and South Korea.” 

Some projects related to the improvement of environmental cooperation and actions between the 

three countries have been implemented. 

 

The Pacific Islands include 20,000 – 30,000 islands and countries in this group comprise a 

relatively small population but are present in an area equal to approximately 15% of the Earth’s 

surface. The dependence on fish as a dietary source of protein makes island residents particularly 

vulnerable to toxic chemical and metal contaminants in fish. Although Pacific Small Island 

Developing States are included as the fifth sub-region in Asia-Pacific Region, some of their 

issues differ significantly from those of the Asian continent.4 For example, mechanisms are 

needed for collection, appropriate interim storage and shipment of hazardous waste off the 

Islands to reputable facilities for environmentally sound disposal. Another relevant emerging 

issue concerns hazardous chemicals and wastes associated with metals mining in the ocean. 

Additional concerns in the Pacific Islands include marine pollution from hazardous waste 

storage, plastics and marine litter, global deposition of mercury, cruise ship waste, inappropriate 

use (and promotion of) incineration technology, and the largely uncontrolled use of highly 

hazardous pesticides.  

 

Gaps 
Despite the continuous efforts of countries in Southeast Asia and East Asia to promote the sound 

management of chemicals since SAICM was adopted in 2006, gaps still remain in 

implementation. These gaps include: 

 

 
4 Pacific Small Island Developing States may be further categorized as (1) Micronesia (North-West Pacific) i.e. 

Palau, Marshall Islands, Federated States of Micronesia; (2) Melanesia (South-West Pacific) i.e. Solomon Islands, 

Papua New Guinea, Vanuatu, Fiji); and (3) Polynesia (South-East Pacific) i.e. Cook Islands, Kiribati, ,Niue, Samoa, 

Tonga, Tuvalu). 
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• Despite the adoption on 26 April 2017 of the “ASEAN Joint Declaration on Hazardous 

Chemicals and Wastes Management,” the region has yet to translate such a manifestation 

of unity into concrete action “to significantly minimize the adverse impacts on human 

health and the environment caused by the release of hazardous chemicals and wastes to 

air, water, and soil, in the ASEAN region.”  For example, the ASEAN could have, as a 

regional bloc, decided to ban the entry of foreign wastes following the waste dumping 

controversies that hit Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, and Vietnam. Another example: 

out of 10-member states, only two (Indonesia and Malaysia) have ratified the Basel Ban 

Amendment, and three (Indonesia, Thailand, and Vietnam) have acceded, approved or 

ratified the Minamata Convention on Mercury.   

• Lack of robust and unified national legislations, and general as well as specific 

regulations, to advance the goals of chemical safety and sustainable development across 

agriculture, industry, and commerce.  

• Weak implementation structures and mechanisms to manage chemicals and waste issues 

holistically. This includes weak inter-ministerial coordination and insufficient 

mechanisms for monitoring progress in implementing SAICM and related chemical laws 

and regulations. In some countries, chemicals in product regulation, for instance, have no 

specific agency or directorate in any relevant ministry. 

• Inadequate integration of the precautionary principle, polluters pay principle, information 

database development, and information disclosures in prevailing as well as emerging 

chemical policies.   

• Lack of coherence in national planning, with low importance given to incorporating 

SAICM and the sound management of chemicals in the country’s long-term sustainable 

development plan. There is often a dominance of industrial and economic growth policies 

over ensuring chemical safety. 

• Insufficient financial resources for the implementation of chemical safety programs, 

including for capacity building of enforcement officers and funding for NGOs to conduct 

monitoring and other critical activities. 

• Low level of public awareness on risk prevention and chemical safety and management 

and amongst small and medium enterprises. 

• Low acceptance and recognition of people’s participation and role in chemical-related 

management and hazard prevention. 

• Lack of publicly available data on hazardous chemicals and pollutants that are released 

by industrial facilities to the environment or transferred off-site for treatment or disposal.  

• Lack of extended producer responsibility that will make manufacturers responsible for 

the entire life-cycle of their products, particularly for their take-back, recycling, and 

disposal.  

 

NGO Actions on Emerging Policy Issues and Issues of Concern 
 

Lead in paint  
NGOs in the region conducted lead paint studies, tested products and children’s playgrounds for 

lead paint presence, and publicized results of the studies. Continuous public awareness activities 

were conducted, particularly around the International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week of Action 

to raise awareness on the health hazards posed by lead paint, especially to children. Outreach to 

government regulators was conducted to push for the enactment of a policy or for the effective 
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enforcement of an existing policy on lead paint. There was also outreach to paint manufacturers 

to encourage them to voluntarily shift to non-lead alternatives. There were efforts to promote the 

Lead Safe Paint®  Certification Program and lots of paint companies showed interest to be 

certified. Companies whose existing certification expired in 2019 are undergoing a renewal of 

their certificate. 

 

Highly hazardous pesticides 
Many NGOs in the region worked for national bans of different HHPs, which proved successful 

in several instances. NGOs also conducted capacity-building activities for farmers and promoted 

organic and other agro-ecological modes of farming.  

 

Endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs) 
Analyzing EDCs in urine, monitoring EDCs in consumers’ products, including children’s 

products, monitoring farmers’ exposure to EDCs-containing pesticides, and monitoring EDCs in 

water bodies were among the activities conducted by various NGOs in the region. Other NGOs 

translated IPEN’s EDCs Guide to their local language and used it for their local campaigns, to 

guide their work, or in their outreach to government agencies. 

 

Chemicals in products (CiP) 
NGOs conducted monitoring and product testing for various toxic chemicals. The results of the 

studies were maximized for public awareness and outreach to companies and/or to the 

government regulators. These resulted, in some instances, to voluntary product recalls by 

corporations or mandatory recalls issued by the FDA.  

 

Hazardous chemicals in electronics 
The South Korean documentary ‘Stories from the Clean Room,’ produced by Supporters for the 

Health and Rights of People in the Semiconductor Industry (SHARPS), was screened by NGOs 

in four countries to raise awareness on the hazards that workers in electronics factories face. A 

study on the situation of women workers in electronics factories in Vietnam was also conducted. 

NGOs also implemented various public awareness-raising activities as well as outreach to 

government regulators. 

 

Perfluorinated chemicals (PFAS) 
Country situation reports on PFAS were produced by NGOs in five countries. The reports 

included a review of press articles, scientific studies and country regulatory policies related to 

PFAS. The NGOs also engaged with their governments to highlight the need for attention and 

regulatory action on PFAS, and in support of PFAS’ listing under the Stockholm Convention.  

 

Case studies of SAICM implementation in Southeast Asia, East Asia 
and the Pacific 
Here are three case study examples of SAICM implementation in the SEA region, including 

pushing back against waste dumping by developed countries, banning of highly hazardous 

pesticides, and regulating lead in paint. 
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Pushing back against waste dumping 
CSOs took action against the dumping of waste by developed countries. Through sustained 

public awareness and creative actions, studies and monitoring of incoming waste, networking 

with NGOs in the importing countries and working with government regulators, ‘return-to-

sender’ and ‘we are not the world’s dumpsite’ campaigns were successful in a number of 

Southeast Asian countries. The Philippines sent back containers to Canada and South Korea, 

Malaysia sent back containers to Spain, and Indonesia sent back waste to the US and Germany. 

The Cambodian government also sent back illegally imported waste to the US and Canada. 

Different countries in the region also enacted policies banning or regulating waste imports. China 

began with an import ban on different solid waste in early 2018. Malaysia, Thailand, and 

Vietnam enacted policies limiting their waste imports since mid-2018. Cambodia likewise took 

measures to curb plastic waste imports in 2019. Indonesia imposed tougher rules on imported 

waste, while the Philippines plans to temporarily suspend plastic waste importation. 

 

Banning of HHPs 
Years of work by CSOs to document pesticide poisoning and contamination, media outreach and 

policy advocacy led to successful bans on a number of highly hazardous pesticides. From 2017-

2019, through a series of issuances, Vietnam banned paraquat, 2.4D, glyphosate, chlorpyrifos, 

and fipronil. Malaysia imposed a total ban on paraquat starting in January 2020. Thailand banned 

paraquat, glyphosate, and chlorpyrifos effective December 1, 2019. However, because of push-

back from the pesticide industry and the US, the government decided to delay the bans on 

paraquat and chlorpyrifos until June 2020, and only restrict the use of glyphosate.  

 

Regulating lead in paint 
Thailand’s compulsory legislation controlling the amount of lead and other heavy metals in 

enamel paints took effect in 2017. The Philippines, meanwhile, successfully completed the 

phase-out of all lead-containing paints with the phase-out of lead-containing paints for industrial 

uses by December 31, 2019. This is in addition to the elimination of lead-containing 

architectural, household and decorative paints that took effect on December 31, 2016. CSOs in 

Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, and Vietnam pushed for the 

enforcement of the existing regulations on lead in paint or adoption of policy in those countries 

that do not have regulation yet, by conducting lead paint studies, public awareness campaigns on 

the health impacts of lead in paint, and dialogues with government.  

 

SAICM implementation by NGOs in Southeast Asia and East Asia 
Civil society organizations affiliated to IPEN have carried out various activities related to the 

national implementation of the SAICM Global Plan of Action. Below are some examples of 

SAICM implementation from NGOs in the region. 

 

SAICM 

Objective 

NGO Activity and Results Names of NGOs Location 

Risk 

Reduction 

 

Conducted beach sampling of plastic 

pellets and fragments as part of IPEN’s 

Global Plastics Monitoring Project to 

generate data and raise awareness on 

Indonesia Water 

Community of 

Practice 

(IndoWater CoP) 

 

Indonesia 

 

 

 

 

https://time.com/5598032/southeast-asia-plastic-waste-malaysia-philippines/
https://time.com/5598032/southeast-asia-plastic-waste-malaysia-philippines/
https://news.mongabay.com/2019/11/indonesia-waste-plastic-export-import-illegal/
https://time.com/5629076/cambodia-plastic-waste/
https://www.recyclingtoday.com/article/china-bans-solid-waste-imports/
https://resource-recycling.com/plastics/2019/12/18/import-policies-choke-the-flow-of-recycled-plastic-from-us/
https://resource-recycling.com/plastics/2019/12/18/import-policies-choke-the-flow-of-recycled-plastic-from-us/
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-08/06/c_138288028.htm
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-indonesia-environment-plastic/indonesia-plans-new-rules-to-curb-jump-in-imports-of-plastic-waste-idUSKCN1UL1E4
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/08/11/19/pirma-na-lang-kulang-denr-all-set-to-implement-total-ban-on-waste-imports
https://vietnamnews.vn/society/351140/govt-bans-24-d-paraquat-in-viet-nam.html
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/vietnam-bans-cancer-causing-herbicides-following-roundup-verdict-3908046.html
https://vietnamnews.vn/society/465479/3-weed-killers-toxic-active-ingredients-to-be-banned.html
https://vietnamnews.vn/society/465479/3-weed-killers-toxic-active-ingredients-to-be-banned.html
https://www.thesundaily.my/local/total-ban-on-paraquat-from-2020-salahuddin-XF698356
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1803544/uproar-at-ban-delay
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POPs and other hazardous chemicals in 

the collected materials.   

 

GPA items: 63 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 14 

Consumers 

Association of 

Penang (CAP) 

 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

 

Ecological Alert 

and Recovery - 

Thailand 

(EARTH) 

 

Research Centre 

for Gender, Family 

and Environment 

in Development 

(CGFED) 

Malaysia 

 

 

 

Philippines 

 

 

Thailand 

 

 

 

 

Vietnam 

Gathered free-range chicken eggs from 

plastic waste hotspots to test for dioxin, 

PFOS and other banned chemicals and 

contributed to a report providing the 

analysis and implications.  

 

GPA items: 47, 55, 72, 81, 82, 87, 88, 

132, 161, 169, 170, 171, 243, 259, 268, 

273 

 

SDGs: 3, 8, 12, 15, 16 

Nexus for Health, 

Environment and 

Development 

(Nexus3) 

 

Indonesia 

Conducted film showing of the 

documentary ‘Stories from the Clean 

Room’ and raised awareness on the 

hazards that workers are exposed to in 

producing electronics. 

 

GPA items: 67, 146-147, Appendix #2- 6, 

8, 13 

 

SDGs: 5, 8, 12, 16 

Shenzhen Zero 

Waste  

 

Greeners Action  

 

Nexus for Health, 

Environment and 

Development 

(Nexus3) 

 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

 

Wild at Heart  

China 

 

 

Hong Kong 

 

Indonesia 

 

 

 

 

Philippines 

 

 

Taiwan 

Facilitated citizen science on 

microplastics pollution in effluent of 

paper and plastic factories. 

 

Ecological 

Observation and 

Wetlands 

Indonesia 



131 

 

GPA items: 47, 57, 63 

 

SDGs: 3, 8, 9, 11, 12, 16 

Conservation 

(ECOTON) 

Assisted in reducing the supply and 

availability of mercury in Indonesia by 

supporting the government in restricting 

mercury supplies, especially for the 

ASGM sector, through amending the 

National Action Plan, and by securely 

storing confiscated mercury, mercury by-

products, and recovered Hg from the oil 

and gas sector at the local level. 

 

GPA items: 47, 57, 63, 64 

 

SDGs: 3, 8, 9, 11, 12, 16, 17 

Nexus for Health, 

Environment and 

Development 

(Nexus3) 

 

Indonesia 

 

Conducted investigation and 

identification of PBDEs and phthalates in 

microplastics from fish guts collected 

from 5 fisheries hotspots of Indonesia. 

 

GPA items: 47, 57, 63 

 

SDGs: 3, 8, 9, 11, 12, 16, 17 

Nexus for Health, 

Environment and 

Development 

(Nexus3) 

 

Indonesia 

Promoted the adoption of chemical-free 

farming and sustainable food production 

through conducting kitchen garden 

training, urban farming, and creation of 

school vegetable gardens.  

 

GPA items: 51, 54, 112, 160  
 

SDGs: 2, 3, 12 

Consumers 

Association of 

Penang (CAP) 

 

Malaysia 

Conducted research, outreach and 

advocacy to ban the sale of glyphosate-

based herbicides, and called for 

enforcement on presence of banned 

endosulfan.  

 

GPA items: 27, 112, 114 

 

SDGs: 2, 3, 12, 14, 15 

Consumers 

Association of 

Penang (CAP) 

 

Malaysia 

Raised public awareness regarding 

mercury pollution, impacts, and presence 

of mercury in products, and assisted 

Consumers 

Association of 

Penang (CAP) 

 

Malaysia 
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selected health care facilities in Penang to 

implement mercury-free facility. 

 

GPA items: 57, 76, 112 

 

SDGs: 9, 12 

Promoted mercury-free dentistry in 

Malaysia by surveying practice among 

dentists and advocating for phasing-down 

of amalgam in the dentistry field. 

 

GPA items: 57, 163  

 

SDGs: 3, 9, 12 

Consumers 

Association of 

Penang (CAP) 

 

Malaysia 

Conducted public outreach and appealed 

to cosmetic regulators to ban 

microplastics in personal care and 

cosmetic products in Malaysia and the 

ASEAN region. 

 

GPA items: 76, 112 

 

SDGs: 12, 14 

Consumers 

Association of 

Penang (CAP) 

 

Malaysia 

Implemented Toxic-Free for Human 

Rights and Sustainable Development 

multi-year project with funding support 

from the Swedish Society for Nature 

Conservation. The project protects people 

and ecosystems from the hazards of toxic 

chemicals, products and wastes. 

 

GPA items: 43-45, 47, 57, 69, 72, 73, 

112, 161, 162, 188, 194, 260 

 

SDGs: 1, 2, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 14, 17 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

Philippines 

Promoted the participation of local paint 

manufacturers in the Lead Safe Paint®  

Certification Program, which confirms 

the lead content in a paint product does 

not exceed the 90 ppm regulatory limit. 

 

GPA items: 57 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

Philippines 

Conducted photo documentation on 

prevailing disposal practices for busted or 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

Philippines 
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spent mercury-containing lamps in 21 

local government units. 

 

GPA items: 57 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12 

Engaged with the Department of Energy 

for the operationalization of a dormant 

recycling facility for lamp waste with 

mercury recovery. 

 

GPA items: 57 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

Philippines 

Conducted research on harmful chemicals 

in children’s toys sold in the country.  

 

GPA items: 76, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

Philippines 

Conducted research on toxic phthalates in 

PVC plastic toys sold by local retailers. 

 

GPA items: 76, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

Philippines 

Campaigned on kid-safe toys 

 

GPA items: 76, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

Philippines 

Campaigned to enforce the prohibition of 

banned or restricted ingredients in 

cosmetic products. 

 

GPA items: 76, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

Philippines 

Campaigned for the prohibition on the 

use of arsenic in pesticides used for 

treating wood that was finally adopted 

through the issuance of DENR 

Administrative Order 2019-18, or the 

Chemical Control Order for Arsenic and 

Arsenic Compounds, on November 8, 

2019. 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

Philippines 
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GPA items: 27, 44, 54, 76 

 

SDGs: 3, 11. 12 

Conducted action researches collecting 

environmental and bio samples in 

industrial pollution hotspots -- POPs in 

sediments and ambient air, VOCs in 

ambient air, dioxins in chicken eggs, 

heavy metals in sediments, and mercury 

in fish and shellfish. 

 

GPA items: 47, 57, 63, 64, 80, 85, 112, 

151 

 

SDGs: 3, 9, 12, 15, 17 

Ecological Alert 

and Recovery - 

Thailand 

(EARTH) 

 

Thailand 

Conducted research on mercury in 

women of child-bearing age. 

 

GPA items:  47, 57, 63, 64 

 

SDGs: 3, 9, 12, 15, 17 

Nexus for Health, 

Environment and 

Development 

(Nexus3) 

 

Ecological Alert 

and Recovery - 

Thailand 

(EARTH) 

Indonesia 

 

 

 

 

Thailand 

Conducted research on Thailand's 

industrial and municipal waste 

management situation. 

 

GPA items: 68, 69, 70, 72, 73, 259 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 7, 9, 11, 12, 15, 17 

Ecological Alert 

and Recovery - 

Thailand 

(EARTH) 

 

Thailand 

Research on and development of a rice 

cropping system without toxic fertilizers, 

pesticides and related waste problems, in 

the Mekong Delta.  

 

GPA items: 24, 51, 54, 112, 160 

 

SDGs: 2, 3, 12, 14, 15 

An Giang 

University 

Research Center 

for Rural 

Development 

(RCRD) 

Vietnam 

Produced a study on the working 

conditions of women in Vietnam’s 

electronics industry. 

 

GPA items: 67, 146, 147, Appendix #2- 

6, 8, 13 

Research Centre 

for Gender, Family 

and Environment 

in Development 

(CGFED) 

Vietnam 
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SDGs: 5, 8, 12, 16 

Knowledge 

and 

Information 

 

Regularly monitored, tested and shared 

results of toxic chemical presence in toys 

and other consumer products. 

 

GPA items: 76, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

Shenzhen Zero 

Waste 

China 

Conducted on-site investigations on the 

lead content of children’s equipment and 

recreational facilities in public 

playgrounds. 

 

GPA items: 57, 63, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12 

Nexus for Health, 

Environment and 

Development 

(Nexus3) 

 

Consumers 

Association of 

Penang (CAP) 

 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

 

Ecological Alert 

and Recovery - 

Thailand 

(EARTH) 

Indonesia 

 

 

 

 

Malaysia 

 

 

 

Philippines 

 

 

Thailand 

Participated in the annual International 

Lead Poisoning Prevention Week of 

Action spearheaded by the WHO, UNEP 

and the Global Alliance to Eliminate 

Lead Paint. 

 

GPA items: 57, 112, 163 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 17 

Nexus for Health, 

Environment and 

Development 

(Nexus3) 

 

Gita Pertiwi 

 

Kakak Foundation 

 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

 

Research Centre 

for Gender, Family 

and Environment 

in Development 

(CGFED) 

 

Environmental 

Quality Protection 

Indonesia 

 

 

 

 

Indonesia 

 

Indonesia 

 

Philippines 

 

 

Vietnam 

 

 

 

 

 

Taiwan 
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Foundation 

(EQPF) 

Participated in the global study of the 

economic cost of mercury pollution and 

lost economic potential, and conducted 

communication outreach on the study 

results. 

 

GPA items: 57, 59, 76, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 12, 16 

Nexus for Health, 

Environment and 

Development 

(Nexus3) 

 

Ecological Alert 

and Recovery - 

Thailand 

(EARTH) 

 

Indonesia 

 

 

 

 

Thailand 

 

 

Protected children from harmful chemical 

exposure to lead in paint and asbestos 

roofing at Indonesian schools. 

 

GPA items: 57, 112, 163 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 16, 17 

Nexus for Health, 

Environment and 

Development 

(Nexus3) 

 

Indonesia 

 

Promoted an understanding by 

stakeholders of the BRS on gender 

equality and the consideration of gender 

issues in hazardous chemicals and waste 

management at the national and regional 

levels. 

 

GPA items: 61, 81, 164, 246 

 

SDGs: 3, 5, 8, 11, 12, 16 

Nexus for Health, 

Environment and 

Development 

(Nexus3) 

 

Indonesia 

Protected children’s ecological rights to 

live in a healthy environment through 

awareness raising activities and capacity 

building for teachers, mothers and health 

workers on preventive measures of 

mercury poisoning from small-scale gold 

mining activities. 

 

GPA items: 7, 81, 150, 151, 153, 246 

 

SDGs: 3, 4, 5, 8 

Nexus for Health, 

Environment and 

Development 

(Nexus3) 

 

Indonesia 

Promoted the phase-out of major 

chemicals of concern (chrysotile 

asbestos, phthalates, toxic chemicals used 

in food packaging and processing) and 

produced a publication titled  

Consumers 

Association of 

Penang (CAP) 

 

Malaysia 
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"Eating Chemicals from Food 

Packaging". 

 

GPA items: 76, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 9, 12 

Surveyed and tested face and skin 

whitening creams in the market for 

mercury content, and conducted public 

outreach and advocacy work with the 

findings. 

 

GPA items: 57, 59, 76, 112 

 

SDGs: 9, 12 

Consumers 

Association of 

Penang (CAP) 

 

Malaysia 

Campaigned for regulations around 

various chemicals in products 

(antimicrobial agents, talc, air fresheners, 

sodium in processed food) through 

research, publications and media 

outreach. 

 

GPA items: 76, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 9, 12 

Consumers 

Association of 

Penang (CAP) 

 

Malaysia 

Conducted study on lead in solvent-based 

paints for household use in Mongolia.  

 

GPA items: 54, 57, 63, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12 

Zorig Foundation Mongolia 

Conducted a case study and produced 

information material on the country 

experience on the non-combustion 

method of eliminating PCBs waste. 

 

GPA items: 69, 162, 187, 259 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 15, 16 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

Philippines 

Campaigned for the enforcement of 

policies towards the elimination of toxic 

lead in all paints sold in the country.  

 

GPA items: 54, 57, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

Philippines 
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Investigated the availability of lead-safe 

paint brushes in 40 local hardware stores 

and home improvement centers in eight 

cities. 

 

GPA items: 57, 63, 112, 157 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

Philippines 

Conducted a study on lead in solvent-

based paints for home use in the country. 

 

GPA items: 54, 57, 63, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

Philippines 

Advocated for the adoption of 

supplemental directives by national and 

local government authorities requiring the 

mandatory procurement and use of 

certified lead-safe paints in publicly-

funded painting and renovation jobs. 

 

GPA items: 57, 163 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

 

Interface 

Development 

Interventions 

(IDIS) 

Philippines 

Campaigned for the removal of children’s 

products, including promotional items by 

major fast food restaurant chains, with 

lead content in excess of the regulatory 

total lead content limit of 90 ppm. 

 

GPA items: 57, 163 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

Philippines 

Campaigned against the illegal 

importation, distribution and sale of skin 

whitening cosmetics with mercury 

content above the trace amount limit of 1 

ppm. 

 

GPA items: 57, 59, 76, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

Philippines 

Advocated for the adoption of ordinances 

in major cities where the illegal trade of 

mercury-containing skin whitening 

cosmetics goes unchecked. 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

Philippines 
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GPA items: 57, 59, 76, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14 

Filed a petition for a writ of mandamus to 

compel the Departments of Health and 

Trade and Industry to promulgate the 

Implementing Rules and Regulations of 

the Toy and Game Safety Labeling Act of 

2013, which were finally issued on 

January 20, 2019.  

 

GPA items: 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

Philippines 

Campaigned for the adoption of a 

national regulation prohibiting the 

manufacture, importation, and 

distribution of infant feeding bottles and 

sippy cups containing BPA through FDA 

Circular 2019-004 issued on August 9, 

2019. 

 

GPA items: 54, 76, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 12 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

Philippines 

Conducted a forum on the protection of 

women and children from chemical and 

waste pollutants. 

 

GPA items: 163, 164 

 

SDGs: 3, 5, 12 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

Philippines 

Conducted study on lead in solvent-based 

paints for household use in Korea.  

 

GPA items: 54, 57, 63, 112 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12 

Wonjin Institute 

for Occupational 

and Environmental 

Health (WIOEH) 

South Korea 

Undertook a citizen’s campaign for the 

establishment of the country’s PRTR 

Law. 

 

GPA items: 90, 124, 125, 179 

 

SDGs: 3, 9, 11, 12, 17 

Ecological Alert 

and Recovery - 

Thailand 

(EARTH) 

 

Thailand 
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Conducted a National Advocacy 

Workshop on Lead in Paint to share study 

results on lead in solvent-based paint 

used in home decoration in Vietnam and 

promote a lead paint regulation to be 

enacted in Vietnam. 

 

GPA items: 57, 112, 163 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12 

Research Centre 

for Gender, Family 

and Environment 

in Development 

(CGFED) 

Vietnam 

Raised awareness on lead in paint for 

leaders and teachers of schools in Hai 

Hau district, Nam Dinh province. 

 

GPA items: 57, 112, 163 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12 

Research Centre 

for Gender, Family 

and Environment 

in Development 

(CGFED) 

Vietnam 

Conducted a study to understand the 

existence of lead in paint used in 

preschools and in the child's family in 

Hai Hau district, Nam Dinh province, 

Vietnam. 

 

GPA items: 57, 112, 163 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12 

Research Centre 

for Gender, Family 

and Environment 

in Development 

(CGFED) 

Vietnam 

Printed and distributed the leaflets on 

lead paint to community residents and 

policy makers. 

 

GPA items: 57, 112, 163 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12 

Research Centre 

for Gender, Family 

and Environment 

in Development 

(CGFED) 

Vietnam 

Governance 

 

Produced country PFAS situation reports 

that reviewed press articles, scientific 

studies, country regulatory policies and 

engaged with the government to highlight 

the need for regulatory action on PFAS in 

support of Stockholm Convention listing.  

 

GPA items: 57, 112, 163, 169 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 16, 17 

 

Nexus for Health, 

Environment and 

Development 

(Nexus3) 

  

Japan Endocrine 

Disruption 

Prevention Action 

(JEPA) 

 

Consumers 

Association of 

Penang (CAP) 

Indonesia 

 

 

 

 

Japan 

 

 

 

 

Malaysia 
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Ecological Alert 

and Recovery - 

Thailand 

(EARTH) 

 

People and Nature 

Reconciliation 

(PanNature) 

 

Thailand  

 

 

 

 

Vietnam 

Conducted market testing to analyze for 

brominated dioxins in toys and other 

consumer products and engaged with 

government agencies to call for the 

withdrawal of recycling exemptions 

under the Stockholm Convention. 

 

GPA items: 194, 196 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12 

Cambodian Center 

for Study and 

Development in 

Agriculture 

(CEDAC) 

 

Japan Endocrine 

Disruption 

Prevention Action 

(JEPA) 

Cambodia 

 

 

 

 

 

Japan 

Participated in public hearings and 

committee discussions in the national 

legislature and in local legislative 

councils regarding the banning of single-

use plastics.  

 

GPA items: 73, 194, 196 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

 

Interface 

Development 

Interventions 

(IDIS) 

 

Philippines 

 

 

Philippines 

Participated as civil society partner in the 

multi-year “Safe PCB and E-

Waste Management Project” led by the 

Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources (DENR) with funding support 

from the Global Environment Facility 

(GEF) and the United Nations Industrial 

Development Organization (UNIDO), to 

safely manage the country's stockpiles of 

the polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and 

polybrominated diphenyl ethers 

(PBDEs).   

 

GPA items: 68, 72, 187 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 12, 17 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

Philippines 

Campaigned against waste-to-energy 

incineration and engaged with the 

EcoWaste 

Coalition  

Philippines 
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government to uphold the country ban on 

waste incineration, which forms and 

releases unintentional POPs such as 

dioxins and furans, and the pursuit of 

zero waste solutions. 

 

GPA items: 73, 162, 194, 196, 258, 262 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 12, 13 

 

Global Alliance 

for Incinerator 

Alternatives 

(GAIA) 

 

Greenpeace 

 

Interface 

Development 

Interventions 

(IDIS) 

 

Mother Earth 

Foundation 

 

No Burn Pilipinas 

Pushed for the government’s ratification 

of the Minamata Convention on Mercury. 

 

GPA items: 169 

 

SDGs: 3, 17 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

Philippines 

Campaigned for the government’s 

ratification of the Basel Ban Amendment, 

and for the revision of a national 

regulation allowing the importation of 

certain hazardous wastes. 

 

GPA items: 169, 204, 268, 272, 273 

 

SDGs: 3, 17 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

Philippines 

Capacity 

Building 

 

Capacitated 5,000 small farm households 

to develop into successful organic and 

climate resilient farmers. 

 

GPA items: 24, 51, 54, 112, 160, 242 

 

SDGs: 2, 3, 5, 12, 14, 15 

Cambodian Center 

for Study and 

Development in 

Agriculture 

(CEDAC) 

 

Cambodia 

Conducted collaborative projects to 

address plastic problems in the country.  

 

GPA items: 73, 162, 258, 262 

 

SDGs: 3, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17  

Ecological 

Observation and 

Wetlands 

Conservation 

(ECOTON) 

 

Indonesia 
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Indonesian Centre 

for Environmental 

Law (ICEL)  

 

Nexus for Health, 

Environment and 

Development 

(Nexus3) 

 

Alliance for Zero 

Waste Indonesia 

Promoted mindful consumption to reduce 

waste generation and non-incineration 

alternatives for managing municipal 

waste such as composting of organic 

waste, reuse, and safe recycling, and 

produced a publication titled "Moving 

Towards Zero Waste: Community 

Actions in Penang". 

 

GPA items: 258 

 

SDGs: 11, 12 

Consumers 

Association of 

Penang (CAP) 

 

Malaysia 

Strengthened organizational capability to 

pursue the zero waste goals to achieve 

environmental health, climate and social 

justice. 

 

GPA items: 69, 73, 161, 162, 258, 260, 

262 

 

SDGs: 1, 3, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 14 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

Philippines 

Promoted and expanded community-

based recycling programs, improved solid 

waste management, and supported 

research on plastic waste around Manila 

Bay. 

 

GPA items: 73, 162, 258, 262 

 

SDGs: 1, 3, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 14 

EcoWaste 

Coalition  

 

Mother Earth 

Foundation 

Philippines 

Developed livelihood activities for 

poverty-affected population through a 

multi-sectoral established and monitored 

waste management system. 

 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

Philippines 
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GPA items: 73, 162, 258, 262 

 

SDGs: 1, 3, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 14 

Supported public participation through 

citizen science and EIA system 

enhancement by identifying pollution 

hotspots, indicating the loopholes of the 

EIA mechanism and enforcement, and 

empowering affected communities. 

 

GPA items: 80, 85, 133, 151, 155, 163, 

211, 256 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 7, 9, 11, 12, 15, 17 

Ecological Alert 

and Recovery - 

Thailand 

(EARTH) 

 

Thailand 

Strengthened citizen science in 

environmental and health protection that 

included community training on 

environmental monitoring, negotiation 

with the polluting and regulating bodies, 

monitoring-related laws and policies; 

provided support and consultancy to 

communities and workers, and policy 

advocacy. 

 

GPA items: 17, 145, 146, 147, 149, 155, 

163, 211, 256 

 

SDGs: 3, 6, 7, 9, 11, 12, 15, 17 

Ecological Alert 

and Recovery - 

Thailand 

(EARTH) 

 

Thailand 

Illegal 

Traffic 

 

Documented and conducted advocacy 

against the plastic waste trade in 

Indonesia. 

 

GPA items: 267, 268, 272 

 

SDGs: 3, 16 

Nexus for Health, 

Environment and 

Development 

(Nexus3) 

 

Ecological 

Observation and 

Wetlands 

Conservation 

(ECOTON) 

 

 

Indonesia 

 

Conducted research and advocated for the 

establishment of legally binding 

restrictions on plastic waste trade, 

dumping and unsafe recycling in 

Malaysia. 

 

Consumers 

Association of 

Penang (CAP) 

 

Malaysia 
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GPA items: 267, 268, 272 

 

SDGs: 3, 16 

Undertook a “we are not the world’s 

dumpsite” campaign for the re-export to 

Canada of 103 container vans of 

contaminated plastic waste. 

 

GPA items: 204, 267, 268, 272, 273 

 

SDGs: 3, 17 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

 

Mother Earth 

Foundation 

Philippines 

Waged a “return to sender” campaign 

against illegal waste shipments from 

Hong Kong (e-waste) and South Korea 

(mixed plastic waste) 

 

GPA items: 204, 267, 268, 272, 273 

 

SDGs: 3, 17 

EcoWaste 

Coalition 

 

Interface 

Development 

Interventions 

(IDIS) 

 

Global Alliance 

for Incinerator 

Alternatives 

(GAIA) 

 

Greenpeace 

 

Mother Earth 

Foundation 

Philippines 

Conducted research on Thailand's plastic 

and electronic waste imports between 

2014-2018. 

 

GPA items: 267, 268, 272 

 

SDGs: 3, 9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 17 

Ecological Alert 

and Recovery - 

Thailand 

(EARTH) 

 

Thailand 
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