7th Central and Eastern Europe regional meeting on the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals
Management, Prague, Czech Republic, 12-13 May 2022
AGENDA ITEM 4 c) SAICM/IP4/2 “Compilation of recommendations regarding the Strategic Approach and the sound
management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020” and the outcomes of the Virtual Working Groups held between
October 2020 – February 2021
iii. Virtual Working Group 3: Issues of concern
Presenters: Sverre-Thomas Jahre (Norway) and Mr. Sam Adu-Kumi (Ghana - online)
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For our discussion on
VWG3 (Issues of concern)
• One and a half hours dedicated to VWG3 discussion
• 30 min. presentation:
• Introduction of the VWG3;
• Methodology and process;
• Outcomes; and
• Key issues.
• One-hour discussion
• Further explanation and clarification;
• Seek stakeholders' views, and
• Reach a common understanding on the VWG3’s outcomes.
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Reference documents

• SAICM/RM/CEE.7/6
• SAICM/RM/CEE.7/INF.1:
(Specifically from page 86
to 102)
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Mandate for VWG3
The mandate was to make proposals to enable work on the issues of concern to advance in the lead-up to the
fourth meeting of the intersessional process, building on annex B to the compilation of recommendations
(SAICM/IP.4/2).
Specific tasks included the following:
(i) Review annex B to document SAICM/IP.4/2 and identify possibilities for compromise and alternative text in
areas of divergence and identify any gaps;
(ii) Develop proposals for draft procedures for the identification, nomination, selection, review and prioritization
of the issues of concern, determining the need for further work and the time needed for considering issues of
concern, drawing on experience from existing forums;
(iii) Develop proposals on how to deal with emerging policy issues and other issues of concern.
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Process
• Open participation to all interested stakeholders.
• 262 people registered for this VWG from all SAICM stakeholder groups, different sectors and all UN regions
(List_members_VWG3_Issues_Final.pdf (saicm.org)).
• Between 16 November 2020 and 2 February 2021, the VWG 3:
• Four virtual meetings and three rounds of electronic feedback.
(Revised_schedule_VWG_Issues_Nov26.pdf (saicm.org))
• 44 electronic submissions from SAICM stakeholders.
• From an overarching perspective, the VWG3 agreed that process for addressing issues of concern should
be simple, inclusive and transparent.

• In moving forward, the process for addressing issues of concern should also promote greater ownership
and enhanced implementation and should also include consideration of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development.
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OUTCOMES OF VIRTUAL WORKING GROUPS
• VWG 1 on targets, indicators and milestones agreed further deliberation is needed to develop draft targets
(incorporating a SMART approach) before extensive work can be dedicated towards indicators and milestones.
• VWG 2 on governance and mechanisms - Governments should establish arrangements such as national plans of
action for implementation, strengthened multi-sectoral and multi-stakeholder engagement, mechanisms for
taking stock of progress, etc.
***** There was also strong support for strengthening the science policy interface for the chemicals and waste
agenda.
• On issues of concern, VWG 3, broad agreement that the emerging policy issues process has been useful in raising
the profile of specific issues globally but that a clear plan of action is needed.
• VWG 4 acknowledged the need to elaborate the integrated approach to financing for the sound management of
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chemicals and waste.

SAICM/RM/CEE.7/INF.1

SAICM/RM/LAC.6/INF.1: (Specifically from page 86 to 102)
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Existing
& other
IoCs
Existingepi
EPIs
& other
issues of concern
At ICCM5:
Agree to an omnibus resolution on the existing SAICM EPIs & other issues of concern that:
i.
Recognizes the efforts and progress;
ii. Welcomes the Assessment Report on Issues of Concern made by UNEP following resolution UNEA
4/8;
iii. States the intention to determine and set the path forward on the existing SAICM EPIs and other
issues of concern in the beyond 2020 instrument at its next session [ICCM6];
iv. Highlights any immediate and specific priority actions to ensure that efforts and momentum
continue where appropriate;
v. Requests the responsible IOMC organizations, in consultation with stakeholders, to propose a draft
work plan with clear timelines and milestones to ICCM6, including: (a) an assessment on how they
contribute to achieving the Strategic Objective(s) and Targets of the new instrument; and (b)
proposing additional indicators as needed for relevant targets.
vi. From [ICCM6] onwards, notes that any existing EPIs and other issues of concern that continue
under the new instrument would follow procedures that are established for ‘issues of
[international] concern’ under the beyond 2020 instrument.
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