Briefing on the outcomes of the face-to-face segment of
the 2021-2022 meetings of the conferences of the Parties
to the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions
Asia-Pacific SAICM regional preparatory meeting
Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions

Highlights
• BC COP-15, RC COP-10 and SC COP-10:
• Online segment: 26-30 July 2021;
• High-level segment (HLS): 1 June 2022 in
connection with Stockholm+50 international
meeting, in Stockholm, Sweden;
• Face-to-face segment: 6 to 17 June 2022, in
Geneva, Switzerland.

• Theme: "Global Agreements for a Healthy Planet:
Sound management of chemicals and waste"
• HLS: + 100 ministers/high-level representatives
renewed commitment for a planet safe from
chemicals and wastes
• Face-to-face: 1,500 delegates from around 160
Parties and 130 observers
• 28 decisions adopted by BC COP-15, 16 decisions
by RC COP-10 and 22 decisions by SC COP-10,
among those 7 are joint decisions

#GlobalAgreements for a #HealthyPlanet

BASEL CONVENTION
COP-15

Main outcomes
• Amendments to e-wastes entries:
o Amendment proposal made by Ghana and Switzerland
o Adopted amendments to Annexes II, VIII and IX regarding e-wastes
which ensure that non-hazardous e-wastes are also covered by the
Convention → All transboundary movements of e-wastes, whether
hazardous or not, will be subject to the prior informed consent
procedure
o The amendments will become effective on 1 January 2025

• Adoption of technical guidelines:
o 3 technical guidelines on POPs wastes (general, PFOS/PFOSF/PFOA,
pesticides)
o Technical guidelines on the ESM of wastes consisting of, containing
or contaminated with mercury or mercury compounds
o Technical guidelines on the incineration of hazardous wastes and
other wastes as covered by disposal operations D10 and R1
o Technical guidelines on disposal of hazardous wastes and others
wastes in specially engineered landfill (D5)

Main outcomes
• Initiated additional work on technical
guidelines:
o Continue the updating of the technical guidelines on ESM of plastic
wastes;
o Updating of the technical guidelines on ESM of POPs wastes to
address the listing of PFHxS, its salts and PFHxS-related compounds in
Annex A to the Stockholm Convention;
o Updating of the e-wastes technical guidelines, including to reflect ewastes amendments;
o Updating of the technical guidelines on ESM of wastes lead-acid
batteries;
o Development of technical guidelines on ESM of other waste
batteries;
o Updating of the technical guidelines on ESM of used and waste
pneumatic tyres – as part of further work on plastic wastes.

•

Under national reporting, took note of three newly developed
practical guidance on the development of inventories of plastic
waste, obsolete pesticides and pesticide-container waste, and waste
batteries containing lithium

•

Initiated work to suggest next steps on electronic approaches to the
notification and movement documents; and invited Parties willing to
do so to work on pilot projects;

Main outcomes
• On further consideration of plastic waste, invitation to provide
comments on whether technical guidelines on the ESM of rubber
wastes and waste parings and scrap of rubber should be developed;
and on possible further activities that could be conducted on plastic
waste.
• Extended the small intersessional working group to prepare findings
and improve the strategic framework of the Convention
• Initiated a new track of work to improve the functioning of the Prior
Informed Consent procedure
• Implementation and Compliance Committee:
o Adopted 2 guidance documents on insurance, bond and
guarantee and on transit transboundary movements;
o Welcomed the work of the Committee in particular to support
individual Parties to overcome their compliance difficulties;

o Approved the work programme for 2022-2023;
o Amended TOR of ENFORCE;
o Elected five members of Committee.

Main outcomes
• Agreed to further consider the amendments put
forward by the European Union to amend Annex IV of
the Convention as part of the mandate of the expert
group on the review of annexes
• Adopted practical manual for stakeholders to ensure
that notifications of transboundary movements meet
ESM requirements – as part of the Convention’s ESM
Toolkit
• Adopted extended scope, new name as well as
programme of work for 2022-2023 for the Follow-up
Partnership to PACE (now called “Partnership for
Action on Challenges relating to E-waste”)

• Reviewed progress made in implementation of Plastic
Waste Partnership, Household Waste Partnership and
ENFORCE and elected new ENFORCE members
• Decided to hold a 3-day OEWG-13 in the week of 20
February 2023; and adopted its work programme
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ROTTERDAM CONVENTION
COP-10

Main outcomes
Listing of chemicals in Annex III
• The COP amended Annex III to list:
o

Decabromodiphenyl ether (decaBDE)

o

Perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA), its salts and PFOA-related
compounds

• Amendments will enter into force for all Parties
on 22 October 2022
• Chemicals listed in Annex III are subject to the PIC
procedure

Chemical Review Committee
• The COP appointed 17 experts to serve as CRC
members (2022-2026)
• Ms. Noluzuko Gwayi to continue as CRC Chair for
her second term of office

Main outcomes
• Compliance
o Adopted programme of work of the
Compliance Committee for the biennium 20222023

• Implementation of the Convention
o Encouraged Parties to ensure the effective
operation of the Rotterdam Convention
o Invited Parties, non-Parties, industry, civil
society and other stakeholders to provide data
on the international trade in chemicals

• Enhancing the effectiveness of the
Convention
o Secretariat to implement the activities
proposed in the information dissemination
strategy

#GlobalAgreements for a #HealthyPlanet

STOCKHOLM CONVENTION
COP-10

Main outcomes
Listing of chemicals in Annex A
• The COP amended Annex A to list perfluorohexane
sulfonic acid (PFHxS), its salts and PFHxS related
compounds without specific exemptions
• Chemicals listed in Annex A may no longer be
produced, used, imported and exported by Parties to
the Convention

Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee
• The COP appointed 17 experts to serve as POPRC
members (2022-2026)

• The COP requested the Committee to identify by 15
July 2022, by electronic means, an interim Chair to
preside over the Committee’s eighteenth meeting

Main outcomes
• Urged Parties to register for specific exemptions if they
have identified the need for continued production or use
of SCCPs or decaBDE
• Decided to initiate an intersessional process of
consultations on a possible phase-out plan with Parties
that are on the DDT register
• Urged Parties to step up their efforts by immediately
implementing actions to eliminate the use of PCBs in
equipment by 2025 and to achieve the environmentally
sound management of PCB wastes by 2028
• Urged Parties to review their continued need for BDE
exemptions

Main outcomes
• Guidelines and guidance:
• The COP welcomed:
o Adoption of technical guidelines on the ESM of
POPs wastes by the Basel Convention
o Guidance on BAT and BEP for use of
hexabromocyclododocane and pentachlorophenol,
PFOA/PFOS and related compounds and PBDEs

• The COP took note of:
o Revised guidance on developing and updating
national implementation plans
o Draft guidance on the identification and
management of POPs contaminated sites

Main outcomes
Financial mechanism
• Guidance provided to the Global
Environment Facility (GEF)
• COP welcomed the draft report on the fifth
review of the financial mechanism
• COP took note of the report on the
assessment of the funding needed by
developing-country Parties and Parties with
economies in transition for the
implementation of the Convention
• COP took note of the projected funding gap
for achieving the Convention’s objectives
related to PCB, urged the GEF to explore
options to provide enhanced support and
strongly encouraged countries, UN entities,
intergovernmental organization, NGOs and
others to provide complementary support

Main outcomes
• Reporting pursuant to Article 15:
• Urged Parties to facilitate evaluation of the
effectiveness of the Convention and to
submit their fifth national reports
• Requested the Secretariat to further improve
and update the electronic reporting system
• Effectiveness evaluation:
• The COP requested
o the effectiveness evaluation committee
to perform its tasks according to the
framework for effectiveness evaluation
o the global coordination group to finalize
the global monitoring report

#GlobalAgreements for a #HealthyPlanet

DECISIONS ON
JOINT ISSUES

Main outcomes
• Technical assistance:
o Took note of the report on the technical assistance
needs; and the report on the implementation of the
technical assistance plan;
o Welcomed the technical assistance plan for 20222025;
o Requested the Secretariat to implement the TA plan,
in cooperation with relevant actors;
o Emphasized the key roles of regional centres, FAO,
UNEP and other IOMC participating organizations, in
delivering TA upon request;
o Evaluation of the performance and sustainability of
the BC and SC regional centres to be conducted in
2023.
• Cooperation with the Minamata Convention on Mercury:
o Took mirroring decisions to MC COP-3/11 and MC
COP-4/9 requesting the Executive Secretary to
continue to cooperate on relevant matters, and to
implement shared services, on a cost recovery basis.

Main outcomes
•International cooperation and coordination:
o Requested BRS to participate implementation of relevant UNEA-5.2 resolutions, e.g. the INC to
develop the new treaty to end plastic pollution; and in the ad hoc open-ended working group to
prepare a science-policy panel on chemicals, waste and preventing pollution;
o Renewed request for BRS to be included as participating organizations of the IOMC;
o Request to continue cooperation with SAICM;
o Welcomed exploratory studies on linkages between chemicals and wastes and biodiversity and
climate change;
o Request to prepare a report on how BRS could contribute to post-2020 biodiversity framework,
once adopted;

•Synergies in combating illegal traffic:
o Adopted the forms to enable SC/RC Parties to voluntarily provide information about cases of
illegal traffic and requested the Secretariat to make this information available on the websites;
o Reminded BC Parties to report on cases of illegal traffic.

Main outcomes
•Clearing-house mechanism: Continue to
implement the workplan and strategy
•From Science to Action: Continue to cooperate
with UNEP and others towards strengthening the
science-policy interface
•Next meetings of the COPs to be held from 8 to
19 May 2023 in the Bahamas
•Adopted budgets for the three conventions for
the biennium 2022-2023

Other events
• Plastics Forum
• Side events

Plastic is forever campaign

Watch Pierce Brosnan and his son’s video at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0CYt96VqCtM

#GlobalAgreements for a #HealthyPlanet

FOLLOW-UP TO
THE COPS

Call for nominations – Basel

Calls for nominations

Timelines for
submission

Focal point

Strategic framework

Nomination of experts to be represented in the SIWG on the strategic framework

31 July 2022

andrea.lechner@un.org

Technical guidelines on ESM of POPs
wastes

Parties and relevant organizations are encouraged to indicate their willingness to take the lead in
updating the following technical guidelines, taking into account decision SC-10/13:
(a) The general technical guidelines;
(b) Technical guidelines on PFOA, its salts and PFOA-related compounds;

31 July 2022

carla.valle@un.org

Technical guidelines on e-wastes

Each regional group is invited to reconsider their nomination and nominate, as appropriate,
members of the expert working group with relevant knowledge and expertise

15 August
2022

carla.valle@un.org

Technical guidelines on plastic waste

Nomination of additional experts to participate in the SIWG, through the Bureau representatives

31 July 2022

carla.valle@un.org

Technical guidelines on ESM of waste
lead acid batteries and other
batteries

Parties are invited to consider serving as co-lead country

31 July 2022

carla.valle@un.org

Electronic approaches to the
notification and movement
documents

Nomination of experts to participate in the small intersessional working group

31 July 2022

carla.valle@un.org

Further consideration of plastic waste

Nomination of experts to participate in the SIWG to update the technical guidelines on the ESM
of used and waste pneumatic tyres

31 July 2022

carla.valle@un.org

Nominations of experts to participate in the small intersessional working group

Parties are invited to consider serving as lead countries for the work

Parties are invited to consider serving as lead countries for the updating of the technical
guidelines on the ESM of used and waste pneumatic tyres

Providing further legal clarity

Regional groups that have not yet nominated 10 experts to serve as members of the expert
working group are invited to do so through their Bureau representatives

31 July 2022

juliette.kohler@un.org

Partnership for Action on Challenges
relating to E-waste

Nominations for becoming members of the working group of the Partnership

31 August
2022

Francesca.cenni@un.org

Partnership on Plastic Waste

Nominations for becoming members to the working group of the Partnership

ASAP

susan.wingfield@un.org;
melisa.lim@un.org

Call for information – Basel
Calls for information

Timelines for
submission

Focal point

National reporting

Information on experience in making use of the practical guidance on the development of
inventories of plastic waste, obsolete pesticides and pesticide-container waste, and waste
batteries containing lithium

31 December
2023

andrea.lechner@un.org

Electronic approaches to the
notification and movement
documents

Lessons learned on pilot projects on electronic approaches to the notification and movement
documents
Further good practices and examples with regard to waste prevention and minimization

ASAP

Carla.valle@un.org

Further consideration of plastic waste

Comments on whether technical guidelines on the environmentally sound management of
rubber wastes (entry B3040) and waste parings and scrap of rubber (entry B3080) should be
developed

31 October
2022

Carla.valle@un.org

Comments on possible further activities that could be conducted under the Basel Convention in
response to developments in scientific knowledge and environmental information related to
plastic waste as a source of land pollution, marine plastic litter and microplastics.

31 October
2022

kei.ohno@un.org

Waste containing nanomaterials

New information related to activities aimed at addressing issues related to waste containing
nanomaterials, including case studies about and best practices relating to the management of
waste containing nanomaterials

31 December
2022

Melisa.lim@un.org

National legislation, notifications,
enforcement of the Convention and
efforts to combat illegal traffic

Texts of national legislation and other measures adopted by them to implement and enforce the
Convention

As possible

yyvonne.ewangsanvincent@un.org

Information on best practices in preventing and combating illegal traffic and cases of illegal traffic

As necessary

Information on national definitions of hazardous wastes required under Article 3 and paragraph 2
(b) of Article 13, or any of the information on import or export restrictions or prohibitions
required under paragraphs 1 (a) and 1 (b) of Article 4 and paragraphs 2 (c) and 2 (d) of Article 13

As possible

Comments on the draft overall guidance document on the environmentally sound management
of household waste

15 October
2022

Household Waste Partnership

31 December
2022

susan.wingfield@un.org

Call for information – Rotterdam
Calls for information
Status of implementation

Compliance Committee

Timelines for
submission

Focal point

National definitions for the term “pesticide” to the Secretariat

ASAP

christine.fuell@fao.org

Information that might assist other Parties to prepare and notify final
regulatory actions, including:

ASAP

(i) Scientific and technical information relevant to risk evaluation and
decision-making on hazardous chemicals and pesticides

aleksandar.mihajlovski@f
ao.org

(ii) Texts of national legislation and other measures adopted by them to
implement and enforce the Convention

yvonne.ewangsanvincent@un.org

Information on the implementation of paragraph 2 of Article 11, and
Articles 12 and 14 of the Convention

TBD

jost.dittkrist@un.org

Data on the international trade in chemicals listed or recommended for
listing in Annex III to the Rotterdam Convention

ASAP

andrea.lechner@un.org

Parties unable to comply with obligations under the Convention or Parties
directly affected or likely to be directly affected by another Party’s alleged
failure to comply with the obligations of the Convention to make
submissions to the Secretariat pursuant to paragraph 12 of Annex VII to
the Convention

ASAP

yvonne.ewangsanvincent@un.org

Call for information – Stockholm

Timelines for
submission

Focal point

Specific exemptions, acceptable purposes, notifications of chemicals occurring as constituents of
articles or of the production and use of chemicals as closed system site-limited intermediates
In particular specific exemptions and notifications of chemicals occurring as constituents of articles for
decabromodiphenyl ether (decaBDE) and short-chain chlorinated paraffins (SCCPs)

ASAP

yvonne.ewang@un.org
kei.ohno@un.org

Information on suitable alternative substances or processes to substitute the use of SCCPs and decaBDE

ASAP

yvonne.ewang@un.org
kei.ohno@un.org

Information on the composition of commercial chlorinated paraffins that include homologues with
C10–C13 chain length

31 August 2022

yvonne.ewang@un.org
kei.ohno@un.org

Information to justify the need for exemptions for decaBDE

31 August 2022

yvonne.ewang@un.org
kei.ohno@un.org

DDT

Revised notification adjusted to the present needs for DDT or withdraw from the register of acceptable
purposes for DDT

31 December
2022

lina.fortelius@un.org
jost.dittkrist@un.org

PCB

Comments on the draft guidance on a standardized approach to developing inventories of PCB

30 November
2022

kei.ohno@un.org

Information on progress in eliminating PCB as part of the fifth national reports

31 August
2022

kei.ohno@un.org

Brominated
diphenyl ethers

Continued need for specific exemptions for the use of BDEs

December
2023

melisa.lim@un.org

BAT and BEP

Feedback on the usefulness of the guidelines and guidance on BAT and BEP

ASAP

alain.wittig@un.org

Nomination of experts to the joint Toolkit and BAT and BEP expert roster

ASAP

alain.wittig@un.org

Technical information and information on the successful application of BAT/BEP

ASAP

alain.wittig@un.org

Source inventories and release estimates of dioxins and furans and estimated releases to be reported
under Article 15 of the Convention

31 August 2022

alain.wittig@un.org

Calls for
information

Exemptions

Call for information – Stockholm
Timelines for
submission

Focal point

Comments on the guidance on developing and updating national
implementation plans

31 October
2022

kei.ohno@un.org

Comments on the electronic templates for the reporting of quantitative
and qualitative information

31 October
2022

kei.ohno@un.org

Operation of the Persistent
Organic Pollutants Review
Committee

Information regarding the identification of substances covered by the
listing of perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA), its salts and PFOA-related
compounds

ASAP

kei.ohno@un.org

Financial mechanism

Information on ways in which Parties and other sources, including
funding institutions, such as development banks and the private sector,
can provide support for the implementation of the Convention

31 August
2022

frankmichael.moser@u
n.org

National reporting

Submission of fifth national reports

31 August
2022

carla.valle@un.org

Global Monitoring plan

Comments on the experience in the use of the updated guidance on the
global monitoring plan

31 August
2022

kei.ohno@un.org

Calls for information

Implementation plans

Call for information – joint issues
Calls for information
Synergies in preventing and
combating illegal traffic and
trade in hazardous chemicals
and wastes

Information on best practices for preventing and combating
illegal traffic and trade in hazardous chemicals and wastes
covered by the BRS conventions, including the texts of any
measures that have been adopted by them for that purpose

Dates and venue of the next
Submit offers to host the 2025 meetings of the conferences of
meetings of the conferences of the Parties
the Parties to the Basel,
Rotterdam and Stockholm
conventions

Timelines for
submission

Focal point

As appropriate

tatiana.terekhov
a@un.org

1 March 2023

david.ogden@un
.org

Watch BRS COPs photo album
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Thank you for your attention

Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam, and Stockholm Conventions
International Environment House I
11-15 Chemin des Anémones
CH-1219 Châtelaine, Geneva, Switzerland
www.brsmeas.org

