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First meeting of the intersessional process considering the Strategic Approach  
and the sound management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020 
Brasilia, Brazil, 7-9 February 2017 
 Annotations to the provisional agenda  
 
 
Item 1 
Opening of the meeting 
1. The meeting will open at 10.00 a.m. on Tuesday 7 February 2017.  
2. A high level opening will be organized with senior level participation by the Government of Brazil.   

 
Item 2 
Organizational matters 
(a)  Election of co-chairs 
3. Participants will elect two co-chairs among the Governmental participants present at the meeting as 

indicated in resolution IV/4 paragraph 8.   
(b)  Adoption of the provisional agenda 
4. Participants may wish to adopt the provisional agenda as set out in meeting document SAICM/IP.1/1. 

(c)  Organization of work 
5. The work of the meeting will be conducted in plenary sessions.  Two sessions of plenary will be held daily 

from 10.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. and from 3.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m.  
6. The meeting will be conducted in English only. 

 
Item 3 
Setting the scene for beyond 2020 
7. Under the agenda item, a keynote speaker will present on the challenges of the mid-21st century for 

chemicals and waste in the context of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The speaker will 
address the opportunities that the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development presents for different 
stakeholders and sectors to work together in an integrated manner, pooling financial resources, knowledge 
and expertise. 
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Item 4 
Taking stock of progress 
(a) Update on the independent evaluation of SAICM 2006-2015  
8. The secretariat has engaged an independent evaluation of the Strategic Approach for 2006 to 2015 in 

accordance with the terms of reference set out in Conference resolution IV/4. ICCM4 directed the Open-
ended Working Group to consider the conclusions of the independent evaluation and any recommendations 
identified by the intersessional process for consideration by the Conference at its fifth session. 

9. An interim independent evaluation report is available to meeting participants in meeting document 
SAICM/IP.1/5.  In line with paragraph 7 of the terms of reference annexed to Conference resolution IV/4, 
the report considers: 
(a) Impact of the Strategic Approach; 
(b) Strengths, weaknesses and gaps in implementing the Strategic Approach, taking into account the 
eleven basic elements identified in the overall orientation and guidance; 
(c) Progress towards targets; 
(d)  Institutional arrangements within the voluntary multisectoral and multi-stakeholder approach of 
the Strategic Approach. 

10. The independent evaluator will present the initial results set out in the interim independent evaluation 
report.  Participants may wish to review the interim independent evaluation report and to provide input on 
next steps in the independent evaluation process. 

(b) Update on the 2014-2016 SAICM report on progress 
11. Participants have before them Information Document SAICM/IP.1/INF/3.  The document provides an 

update on Strategic Approach progress reporting for 2014 – 2016, including on the initial review of the 
Strategic Approach indicators of progress in relation to the Strategic Approach basic elements. 

12. Participants may wish to take note of the process of developing the 2014 – 2016 progress report, including 
the window for Strategic Approach stakeholders to report on individual progress from April to July 2017.   

13. The meeting participants may also wish to consider the maintenance and development of indicators of 
progress for the Strategic Approach, including providing guidance to the secretariat in undertaking the 
analysis of the 20 indicators of progress for consideration of the Open-ended Working Group, as requested 
in paragraph 18 of Conference resolution IV/1.   
 

Item 5 
Beyond 2020 
14. Through Conference resolution IV/4 paragraph 9, stakeholders decided that the work of the intersessional 

process is to be informed by the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, resolution 1/5 of the United 
Nations Environment Assembly and the outcome document “Strengthening the sound management of 
chemicals and wastes in the long term”, including the vision to achieve the sound management of 
chemicals throughout their life cycles and of hazardous wastes in ways that lead to the prevention or 
minimization of significant adverse effects on human health and the environment as an essential 
contribution to the three dimensions of sustainable development.   

(a) Vision and scope 
15. The meeting participants may wish to have an initial discussion on what challenges will be faced in the 

mid-21st century for chemicals and waste and, in that context, what their vision would look like for the 
Strategic Approach and the sound management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020.  The meeting 
participants may also wish to devote time to consider the most pressing global needs for the Strategic 
Approach to address in the long term.  

16. A renewed vision may be achieved by building upon those elements of the Strategic Approach that have 
worked well, and by addressing gaps. The Dubai Declaration, the Overarching Policy Strategy and the 
Global Plan of Action, the Overall Orientation and Guidance collectively provide a basis for forging an 
enhanced framework beyond 2020.   



SAICM/IP.1/2 

(b) Voluntary, multi-stakeholder and multi-sectoral approach 
17. Strategic Approach stakeholders, through Conference resolution IV/4, noted the value of a voluntary, 

multisectoral and multi-stakeholder approach to mobilize all actors for the sound management of 
chemicals and waste.  In doing so, they noted that a voluntary, multisectoral and multi-stakeholder 
approach can enable flexible and timely action to promote the sound management of chemicals and waste.   

18. All SAICM stakeholders, including, health, trade union, public interest groups, industry and the United 
Nations agencies through the Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals 
(IOMC) may wish to present their respective views on the voluntary, multi-sectoral and multi-stakeholder 
nature of the Strategic Approach in addressing sound management of chemicals and waste.  This will allow 
participants the opportunity for broad reflection on Strategic Approach implementation, coordination and 
governance as well as highlight related challenges in moving forward.   

19. Active engagement of stakeholders from all relevant sectors, within their fields of responsibility and in 
accordance with their respective capacities is critical in moving forward. Where capacities and institutions 
need to be enhanced, the Strategic Approach could provide measures to enable required improvements.  

(c) Responding to new and emerging issues 
20. Strategic Approach stakeholders, through Conference resolution IV/4, noted the continuing need to 

respond to new and emerging issues as well as the need to ensure that newly identified risks to human 
health and the environment can be identified and timely action taken to reduce those risks. 

21. Ongoing developments of new chemical substances and the increasing use of chemicals in ever more 
products brings uncertainties about hazards and risks. The role of science in the Strategic Approach 
process is an important consideration.  Participants may wish to reflect upon the role of the scientific 
community in making science relevant and useful in policy and governance processes.  

22. Participants may also wish to reflect on the current mechanism, established through Conference resolution 
II/4, that sets out the modalities for considering emerging policy issues and provide feedback on its 
suitability in the beyond 2020 context.   

(d) Linkages to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
23. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable Development Goals provide renewed 

and enhanced opportunities for decisive, collective actions on chemicals and waste through the Strategic 
Approach. Through paragraph 10 of Conference resolution IV/4, Strategic Approach stakeholders decided 
that the intersessional process should, among other things, consider the need for and develop 
recommendations regarding measurable objectives in support of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. 

24. In this context, meeting participants may wish to reflect on future objectives and related timelines for the 
Strategic Approach, including how to meaningfully facilitate possible strategic partnership efforts in line 
with sustainable development goal 17. Participants may also wish to discuss appropriate mechanisms to 
measure progress towards future objectives in support of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

25. Furthermore, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development provides a framework to strengthen multi-
sectoral collaboration and enhance linkages to other issue areas such as climate change, cities and 
biodiversity. In moving forward, meeting participants may wish to consider how to use the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development to strengthen multi-sectoral collaboration and to link strategically with other 
issue areas such as climate change, cities and biodiversity.  
 

Item 6 
Decision-making and timetable for subsequent meetings 
26. The Conference requested the ICCM5 Bureau, with assistance of the secretariat, to draw up the timetable 

for the subsequent meetings of the intersessional process in consultation with the participants at the first 
meeting.    

27. A proposed overall timeline for the intersessional process is set out in meeting document SAICM/IP.1/6.  
Participants may wish to provide feedback to the ICCM5 Bureau on the proposed overall timeline. 
Governments, organizations or others wishing to host future meetings of the intersessional process may 
wish to indicate so at this first meeting. 
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28. In developing the timeline, the ICCM5 Bureau has noted the importance of engaging governing bodies of 

the relevant organizations within the Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of 
Chemicals (IOMC) in the decision-making process for the Strategic Approach and the sound management 
of chemicals and waste beyond 2020. Participants may also wish to reflect upon this important element of 
engagement in considering the overall timeline for the intersessional process. 

29. Furthermore in considering the timeline for subsequent meetings, participants may wish to provide clear 
guidance on the work to be undertaken by the secretariat or others, if any, in preparation for the second 
meeting of the intersessional process. 
  

Item 7 
Any other business 
30. The Conference may wish to consider any other business raised during the session.  

 
Item 8 
Closure of the meeting 
31. It is expected that the session will be closed by 6.00 p.m. on Thursday 9 February 2017. 

 
 

______________ 
 

 
 


