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ICCM4 decisions on the Quick Start Programme 
 

 

1. For the fourth session of the International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM4), 

the SAICM secretariat developed a summary report on the Quick Start Programme. At the meeting, 

the secretariat reported to the Conference on the Programme under agenda item 4 (b), Progress and 

challenges towards the achievement of the 2020 goal of sound chemicals management. This 

contributed to the wider reporting to the Conference on SAICM implementation as a whole. 

 

2. General appreciation was expressed for the report prepared by the secretariat. The Conference 

expressed gratitude and support for the Quick Start Programme itself, with many highlighting the 

positive experience of their respective governments and organizations with projects in areas such as 

improving chemical safety in domestic and occupational settings; more effective labelling of 

chemicals; strengthening linkages between human health and the environment, including at the 

regional level, enhancing health sector involvement in sound chemicals management; implementing 

chemicals substitution and management programmes in health-care facilities; and awareness-raising 

and basic training on hazardous chemicals and their effects for health-care professionals. Many 

representatives highlighted the key role played by the Quick Start Programme and its trust fund in 

facilitating capacity-building and technical cooperation and enabling many countries to address 

national and regional priorities. Moreover, it was said that the inclusiveness of the Programme had 

facilitated efforts to resolve chemicals management issues by enabling more effective policymaking 

and implementation.  

 

3. The lead consultant in charge of the impact evaluation of the Quick Start Programme, gave a 

presentation on the results of the evaluation, outlining the information presented in the report. After 

listing the main conclusions of the evaluation, he closed his presentation with the recommendations 

for addressing the various gaps identified and furthering the development of the Quick Start 

Programme. 

 

4. In the ensuing discussion, the Conference also expressed appreciation for the report of the 

independent impact evaluators. It was recognised that the report provides a good overview and useful 

information on specific outcomes of the Quick Start Programme. Several delegates welcomed in 

particular the conclusion that the Programme had “demonstrably met, and in many cases exceeded, its 

objective of establishing enabling environments for sound management of chemicals at the national 

level”. 

 

5. Under agenda item 2 (a) on organizational matters, the Conference was invited to appoint new 

national government representatives as members of the Executive Board of the Quick Start 

Programme. In accordance with resolution I/4 of the Conference, the Board consists, among others, of 

representatives of two governmental participants from each of the five United Nations regional 

groups. Following their nomination by representatives of the regions, the Conference elected the 
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following representatives of governmental participants to serve on the Executive Board: from the 

African region Malawi and Togo, from Asia and the Pacific region Malaysia and Yemen; from 

Central and Eastern European region Moldova and Albania; from the Latin-American and the 

Caribbean region Panama and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines; and from the Western Europe and 

Others Group Finland and Norway. 

 

6. At ICCM4, the Quick Start Programme Trust Fund was closed for new contributions and the 

full and final closure of the Trust Fund was discussed at the meeting. The Conference noted that this 

closure will take place before the fifth session of the International Conference on Chemicals 

Management, and delegated to the Executive Board of the Quick Start Programme, acting on a 

recommendation from the secretariat, the decision on the appropriate date for closure, taking into 

account that the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme should be 

informed at least six months in advance of the closure.  

 

7. The Conference adopted resolution IV/5, on activities of the secretariat and budget, which 

includes a reduction of the budget for staff supporting the Quick Start Programme. The P-2 Associate 

Programme Management Officer position supporting the Quick Start Programme will continue until 

31 December 2017, and the P-3 Programme Management Officer till the end of 2019. 
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