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STATEMENT OF THE BUREAU OF THE AFRICAN MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE ON THE 

ENVIRONMENT AT THE CONCLUSION OF ITS MEETING HELD VIRTUALLY ON 28 MAY 2020 

 

 

1. Her Excellency, Ms. Barbara Creecy, Minister of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries of the Republic of South 

Africa, and President of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment (AMCEN) convened a virtual 

meeting of the AMCEN Bureau on 28 May 2020, to discuss the African response to the Covid-19 pandemic 

from the environment perspective. The meeting was attended by all the five Bureau countries namely Algeria, 

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Senegal, South Africa and Sudan. It was also attended by the African 

Union Commission, the African Union Development Agency (NEPAD-AUDA), the United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP) and the AMCEN Secretariat. 

 

2. The Members of the Bureau acknowledged that COVID-19 pandemic is having far-reaching impact on all 

corners of the world and for Africa, the main concern is the impact of this pandemic on the lives and livelihoods 

of people. Beyond the livelihoods and jobs, the pandemic has also caused severe disruptions to value chains, 

industries and government revenue for the foreseeable future and it is expected that the GDP growth in Africa 

will decline from an estimated 3.2 per cent to 1.8 per cent in 2020.  

 

3. The Bureau expressed its concern that the impact of COVID-19 pandemic poses a serious challenge to 

achieving the aspirations of Agenda 2063 and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) when the world is expected to be entering the decade of action. The 

COVID-19 pandemic has heightened social vulnerabilities, resulting in significant job losses, particularly in the 

informal sector which has been most affected and that providing adequate means of support to this sector is 

crucial.    

 

4. The Bureau acknowledged that the response to COVID-19 will affect resource availability and put further 

pressure on the region’s constrained resources, highlighting the need to develop safeguards. The unfolding 

impact of COVID-19 on Africa’s environment and climate change programmes underscores the importance of 

strengthening the synergies between environment and health moving forward. 

 

5. The need for increased agility and heightened responsiveness from governments and other agencies to intervene 

and contribute positively in a timeous and meaningful manner, in responding effectively to the COVID-19 

pandemic was acknowledged. This calls for Member States to collaborate amongst themselves and with other 

stakeholders (private sector, CSO’s, academia etc.) at the national and regional levels for coordinated responses 

to the pandemic. The Bureau recommended that synergies between governments and civil society as well as 

private sector need to be strengthened as these will play a crucial role in fighting and addressing the impacts of 

the pandemic. 

 

6. The Bureau underscored the importance of managing medical waste resulting from COVID-19 responses and 

measures, particularly disposal of this type of waste and recommended that the Circular Economy approach 

should be employed on a Continent-wide scale. The Bureau agreed that technological innovations to address 

waste management, particularly medical waste would be crucial and this should be done in collaboration with 

Ministries of Health.  

 

7. The Bureau acknowledged that the involvement of Ministers of Environment in developing and implementing 

Disaster Risk Management programmes is crucial going forward to ensure adequate, inclusive and holistic 

responses to disasters such as COVID-19.  

 

8. The Bureau acknowledged the need for enhancing the implementation of the decisions emanating from the 17th 

Ordinary Session of AMCEN, which took place in Durban, South Africa, 11 -15 November 2019, including the 

development of a regional programme to promote and scale up circular economy, which could further 

contribute to Africa’s recovery from the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
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9. The Bureau noted due to COVID-19, climate change negotiations have been delayed and that the 26th 

Conference of Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC COP26) 

will now be held in November 2021. It was recognized that COP26 offers an opportunity for countries to 

collaborate and share knowledge on climate-positive economic recovery packages and the Bureau encouraged 

the African Group of Negotiators on Climate Change to continue advocating the interests of Africa. In this 

regard, the Bureau reiterated Africa’s call for all parties to the Paris Agreement to recognise the special 

circumstances and needs of African countries, in line with the relevant and previous decisions adopted by the 

Conference of the Parties, and that a decision should be made in that regard by COP 26. 

 

10. The Bureau acknowledged that African countries remained committed to updating their Nationally Determined 

Contributions (NDCs) and to highlight the sectors in our economies with the greatest potential for green 

recovery and job creation, and called for enhanced international investment and financial, technological and 

capacity building support. In this regard, the Bureau reiterated Africa’s call for developed countries to provide 

new, additional, adequate and predictable financial resources from both public and private entities to the 

climate-related funds, in particular, the Adaptation Fund, the Global Environment Facility, and the Green 

Climate Fund, for developing countries to reflect the level of ambition and climate action.  

 

11. The Bureau took note that the 15th Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD 

COP15) had been postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The African Group of Negotiators for 

Biodiversity has continued their engagements to formulate common African Positions on key Biodiversity 

issues. The importance of the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework and the need to ensure Africa’s 

concerns are taken into consideration was acknowledged. The Bureau acknowledged the need to ensure the 

finalisation of the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework and that Africa’s concerns are taken into 

consideration and to complete this work before CBD COP15, including the means of implementation, together 

with set targets to be an integral part of the post 2020 Global Biodiversity Framework. 

 

12. The Bureau called on African countries to advocate for sufficient biodiversity finance which is critical for 

delivering the transformative changes needed to halt and reverse the loss of biodiversity and ecosystem services, 

which should include scaled up public and private finance for biodiversity, enhance the cost-effectiveness of 

biodiversity financing and better track biodiversity-relevant financial flows. 

 

13. The Bureau highlighted the need for governments to enhance investments in research and development (R&D) 

to provide evidence on the relationship between drivers of biodiversity loss and human health, especially the 

way land-use change, ecosystem degradation and other drivers may increase the risk of new zoonotic diseases 

spilling over into humans. In this regard, the Bureau highlighted the importance of sustainable trade in wildlife 

practices and the recognized the need to scale up the implementation of the African Strategy on Combatting 

Illegal Exploitation and Illegal Trade in Wild Fauna and Flora and to include this issue in the Post-2020 Global 

Framework on Biodiversity. 

 

14. The Bureau noted the proposal for the development of an African Conservation COVID Response Plan. This 

plan has three specific elements, namely the deployment emergency relief funds to support conservation 

authorities, local communities, civil society, and small-scale enterprises as compensation for lost jobs and 

revenue; the development of a 24-month stimulus package to support the physical and social infrastructure that 

will support the recovery of the African ecotourism sector; and to research longer term measures to improve the 

resilience of African conservation strategies through the biodiversity economy. Due to the dire situation brought 

about by the Pandemic, the Bureau requested that the AMCEN Secretariat works together with the African 

Union Commission on the phased response and works closely with Member States to identify the conservation 

areas and communities in need, and to mobilise resources to support the biodiversity and conservation sector. 

 

15. The Bureau took note of Africa’s preparations for the 5th United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA-5), 

and the theme for UNEA-5, which focuses on Nature-Based Solutions in the context of sustainable development 

and poverty eradication. It was noted that this theme addresses the priority of utilizing Africa’s rich biodiversity 
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and diverse ecosystems to empower African countries, and especially local communities, to advance their socio-

economic development in a sustainable way and to mitigate and adapt to the adverse impacts of climate change, 

biodiversity loss and land degradation. 

 

16. The Bureau highlighted the need for enhanced implementation of chemicals management Multilateral 

Environmental Agreements such as Rotterdam, Stockholm, Minamata, Vienna Conventions and the Montreal 

Protocol and its Kigali Amendment, which will contribute towards achieving Sustainable Development Goals 

by ensuring that chemicals that are produced for food production and processing, goods and services are 

environmental friendly. The Bureau members underscored the need for Africa to prepare for the 5th 

International Conference to Chemicals Management (ICCM5) which is scheduled to take place in Bonn, 

Germany, 5-9 July 2021 and noted that the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management 

(SAICM) is coming to an end in 2020. Since chemicals management has been directly linked to many SDGs, 

and is an important aspect in dealing with COVID-19, they recommended that Africa engages with ICCM 5 to 

ensure that SAICM post 2020 is linked to the achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

and that resources are mobilized for Africa to manage chemicals in an environmentally sound manner. 

 

17. Despite the many challenges, the Bureau recognized that the COVID-19 pandemic presents an unprecedented 

opportunity to reset the global economy on a pathway towards a more environmentally sustainable and low-

carbon developmental trajectory. It is therefore a necessity to ensure that economic recovery strategies are 

aligned to the Paris Agreement and the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development. It was agreed that despite 

the negative impact of the pandemic, the crisis may present an opportunity for the environment to contribute to 

a just and equitable sustainable growth and the African continent’s overall recovery. 

 

18. Consequently, the Bureau welcomed the concept note proposing a Green Stimulus Recovery Programme for 

Africa and recommended that this should include a detailed assessment/study on the impact of COVID-19 on 

the environment and eco-tourism in Africa. The Bureau recommended that the concept note be circulated to all 

African member states for their inputs and buy-in, and that the Green Stimulus Recovery Programme for Africa 

be developed as a priority to contribute to the overall post-COVID-19 Recovery Plan for Africa.  

 

19. The Bureau acknowledged that AMCEN, working together with the African Union, UNEP and other partners 

has a key role to play in supporting the African Continent’s response in order to emerge from COVID-19 

stronger, united and on a path of an inclusive and low carbon development trajectory. 

 

20. The Bureau expressed its appreciation to the AMCEN Secretariat, UNEP and the AU Commission for the 

ongoing support, and to NEPAD-AUDA for its support and facilitation of the technical arrangements that 

enabled the virtual 30th meeting of the AMCEN Bureau to take place successfully. 

 

 

- END - 
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CONCEPT NOTE FOR AFRICA’S GREEN STIMULUS PROGRAMME 

 

1. Introduction 

 

Declared a pandemic by the World Health Organization (WHO), Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome 

Coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) or COVID-19 has become a global emergency, given its impact on the entire 

world population and the economy.  

 

The United Nations Secretary-General’s Policy Brief on the impact of COVID-19 in Africa, recognizes that, in 

addition to the health impact, the indirect consequences such as food insecurity, lack of medical supplies, loss of 

income and livelihoods, a looming debt crisis, as well as related security and political risks could be significant. It 

is recognized that beyond the immediate crisis response, appropriate measures including targeted public, private, 

bilateral and multilateral debt relief will be needed to address risks of debt vulnerabilities in developing countries.  

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has compounded already unsustainable debt levels and rising debt costs that were 

hampering the financing needs for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Furthermore, African and other 

developing countries are facing a multitude of inter-related crises and urgently need stepped-up financial support 

to empower them to implement the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development and the Africa Agenda 2063 in full 

and in an integrated manner. The widening gap on financing for development will escalate and thus, least 

developing countries and developing countries in Africa will struggle to meet the SDGs. It has been announced 

that trading under the terms set by the Agreement to establish the African Continental Free Trade Area 

(AfCFTA), which was slated to commence on 1 July 2020, will be postponed. 

 

From an environment and sustainable development perspective, the pandemic calls for change of focus, priorities 

and adapting to the new realities / new normal. Despite the negative impact of this pandemic, this may present an 

opportunity for the environment as it can show case the importance of nature-based solutions to the COVID-19 

pandemic, considering that the source of Coronavirus is very much linked to the environment. Furthermore, it is 

anticipated that the response to COVID- 19 may affect resource availability and put further pressure on Africa’s 

constrained resources, highlighting the need to develop safeguards. The unfolding impact of COVID-19 on 

Africa’s environment and climate change programmes underscores the importance of enhancing the synergies 

between environment and health going forward.  

 

The informal sector, a key component of Africa’s economy, has been disproportionately affected and means to 

support this sector is of vital importance. It is estimated that this sector bears a significant impact on 1.6 billion 

informal workers, with women being the most affected in the hard-hit sectors. In 2020, over 2 billion workers are 

earning their livelihoods in the informal economy, which is 62 per cent of all those working worldwide. Informal 

employment represents 90 per cent of total employment in low-income countries, 67 per cent in middle-income 

countries and 18 per cent in high-income countries. Women are more exposed to informality in low and lower-

middle income countries, and are often in more vulnerable situations than their male counterparts.  

 

The need to conserve global resources will be more crucial post COVID-19 since more people may rely directly 

on natural resources to recover, and environmental degradation may increase. Therefore, the management of 

medical waste and chemicals during the COVID-19 pandemic should be consistent with the Circular Economy 

approach. Furthermore, post COVID-19, it is envisaged that the management of ecosystem services, biodiversity 

and climate change will become even more important. It is recommended that addressing biodiversity loss, 

climate action, waste management and sustainable resource management amongst others, should be prioritized in 

the recovery phase in Africa. 

 

As the COVID-19 pandemic unfolds globally and in Africa, the situation remains fluid and rapidly evolving 

responses are required. This calls for increased agility and heightened responsiveness from states and other 

agencies to intervene and contribute positively in a timely and meaningful manner. In this regard, an African Green 

Stimulus Programme is proposed and it is envisaged that it will comprise of immediate short-term recovery 

interventions, for example to support local communities, civil society, and small-scale enterprises to mitigate 

against lost jobs and revenue in green economy sectors; medium term interventions spanning 2-5 years to provide 

developmental support regarding the physical and social infrastructure that will support the green recovery of the 

key sectors; and long term interventions in the areas of research, development and investment to improve the 

resilience of Africa to future shocks and natural disasters and contribute towards the sustainable development of 

the continent. 

 

There is a need to seize the opportunities in the recovery from the pandemic to transform the continent towards a 

more inclusive and sustainable future. Adopting a ‘‘green’’ stimulus programme with elements of resource 
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efficiency can lead to cost savings and stimulate economic growth which are the cornerstones of crisis prevention 

and resilience. It is therefore proposed that Africa considers adopting a Green Stimulus Programme to support the 

continent’s overall recovery programme from COVID-19 and contribute towards attaining the targets contained in 

Agenda 2063: ‘The Africa We Want’ and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

 

2. Key sectors 

 

The following sectors are proposed to be key elements of Africa’s Green Stimulus Programme: 

 

(a) Improving Chemicals and Waste Management and the Circular Economy - waste management is 

likely to be a priority for Africa as managing medical waste may require additional attention through the 

Basel Convention and UNEP’s work on waste management. Upscaling the work of the African Alliance on 

Circular Economy to support the transition to a circular economy at the national, regional and continental 

levels has great potential to improve the way in which we produce and consume goods and services, 

reduce waste, create jobs, empower women for gender mainstreaming, mobilize the youth and contribute 

to sustainable development. The private sector and other non-state actors will be encouraged to promote 

and invest in the circular economy to create employment and sustainable trade in and markets for green 

products and services. 

 

(b) Conserving Biodiversity and Combatting Illegal Wildlife Trade – the contribution of our biological 

resources and their services to sustainable development needs to be realized through promoting the 

opportunities offered by the biodiversity economy. The implementation of the Pan-African Action Agenda 

on Ecosystem Restoration for Increased Resilience as part of Africa’s commitment to implementing the 

UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration (2021–2030) needs be fast-tracked. Addressing the threats facing 

Africa’s biological resources, including alien invasive species management is critical. There is an urgent 

need for addressing illegal and unregulated wildlife exploitation and trade considering COVID-19 

epidemic’s origins and understanding the transfer of the virus from wildlife to humans to prevent similar 

future zoonotic transmission of diseases. Implementation of the African Strategy on Combatting Illegal 

Exploitation and Illegal Trade in Wild Fauna and Flora in Africa needs to be up-scaled. The 

operationalization of the African Convention on the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources is 

required to enhance sustainable management of natural resources. 

 

(c) Revitalizing Eco-tourism and the Biodiversity Economy – the tourism industry globally has been hit 

hard by COVID-19 and Africa’s ecotourism sector has been negatively impacted. Environmentally and 

socially responsible tourism that promotes conservation, needs to be revitalized as it has low visitor 

impact and provides for beneficially active socio-economic involvement of local people. Furthermore, 

the biodiversity economy has direct linkages to ecotourism and has also been negatively affected by the 

pandemic and its rejuvenation could also contribute significantly to the continent’s recovery. 

 

(d) Combating Land Degradation, Desertification, sand /dust storms, and drought and resilience 

building in the dry lands – the populations and ecosystem in Africa’s dry lands are some of the most 

vulnerable to human and natural shocks due to diverse environmental factors. The social distancing 

measures put in place disproportionately affects these communities as they constitute some of the poorest 

and are mostly involved in informal activities for income generation and subsistence. It is imperative that 

measures to curb the spread of COVID-19 do not lead to the unintended consequences of cutting budgets 

for initiatives combating desertification in the dry lands. Enhanced commitment to providing adequate 

resources to address the drivers of desertification, land degradation and drought and support of existing 

programmes such as the Great Green Wall for the Sahara and Sahel, strengthen the African Forest 

Landscape Restoration Initiative as well as the Southern Africa Initiatives is required. The value of land 

degradation neutrality and its potential to improve development and prosperity and to create decent jobs, 

including green jobs and other employment-generating opportunities, for vulnerable communities in 

degraded areas should be realized. 

 

(e) Enhancing Climate Action – enhancing support on the development and domestication of African 

Union’s Climate Change Strategy is vital to promote continental guidance on climate actions. Scaled up 

resources to support Africa Adaptation Programmes, including the Africa Adaptation Initiative (AAI) as 

well as the three Climate Commissions on Sahel, Congo and Island States and the High-level Work 

Programme on Climate Change Action in Africa (WPCCAA) with components on Gender and Women 

and Youth are required. African countries in updating their Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), 

should highlight the economic sectors with greatest potential for green recovery and job creation, which 

can rebound and develop sustainably through international investment and financial, technological and 
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capacity building support. African countries could as well consider a component of adaptation when 

elaborating their NDCs to enhance their resilience to multiple risks. Support on technology transfer, 

development of robust climate monitoring frameworks and capacity building are key to enhance climate 

actions in Africa.  

 

(f) Investing in the Blue Economy - the need to enhance the environmental contribution to the development 

of the blue economy of Africa as well as to mitigate the impacts of natural disasters such as floods and 

cyclones is imperative, as well as contributing to the livelihoods of people living in coastal and riparian 

areas. Enhanced support for the implementation of the African Union Blue Economy Strategy for 

harnessing the potential for improving productivity of the ocean environment, job creation, strengthening 

food and nutritional security, wealth creation opportunities and environmental sustainability towards 

sustainable blue economy development is also required. 

 

(g) Scaling up Climate Smart Agriculture and Enhance Resilient Food Systems – programmes for 

adaptation to climate change and building the resilience of farmers to climate related and economic 

shocks including scaling up climate smart agriculture to enhance food security and agricultural 

livelihoods. Mainstreaming adaptation and resilience in the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 

Development Programme (CAADP) processes, implementation of the Adaptation of African Agriculture 

(AAA) Initiative as well as the development of the African Climate Resilient Agricultural Development 

Programme (ACRADP) will also be vital to boost Africa’s sustainable and transformative growth. 

Emerging technologies such as the use of drones in farming to better predict the yield of the season and 

thereby enabling the country to mitigate low yields well in advance; and to use Climate Services and 

satellite imagery to predict climate events and to reduce vulnerability should be encouraged. 

 

(h) Sustainable Management of Forests and Range Lands – enhance the implementation of the African 

Union Sustainable Forest Management Framework to support African countries to achieve significant 

reduction in deforestation rates, while enhancing agricultural productivity, biodiversity conservation, 

sustainable management of natural resources and income of small-scale food and forest producers. This 

should improve cross-sectoral collaboration between different sectors including private and public in the 

fields of forestry, wildlife, agriculture, livestock, water, energy, tourism, etc. and address issues related to 

human-wildlife-livestock-ecosystem interface and sustainable value chain development. This should 

include the upscaling of resource mobilization and financing, devoted to the sustainable management of 

Africa's forests, identifying current and future opportunities, implementation of the Sustainable Forest 

Management Framework and overcoming barriers/ challenges to access large investments in these 

sectors in countries. 

 

(i) Improving Water Conservation and Use – this should focus on promoting the Africa Water Vision for 

2025 and the implementation of the Sharm-El Sheikh Commitments: Equitable and Sustainable Use of 

Water for Socioeconomic Development through investing in improving management of water resources, 

such as river basin catchments, impoundments and lakes, enhancing water use efficiency as well as rain 

water harvesting and the modernization of irrigation systems to more water efficient systems in the 

domestication, integration and implementation of the Framework for Irrigation Development and 

Agricultural Water Management (IDAWM) in Africa. Scaled up investment in managing water quality of 

Africa’s water resources and Ending Open Defecation in Africa are also required. It would further include 

making progress on the challenges of water and sanitation infrastructure financing for increased water 

access for resilience of the populace to foster the Sharm El-Sheikh Commitment on Water and Sanitation 

for achievement of SDGs in realization of Agenda 2063. 

 

(j) Investing in Renewable Energy – enhancing the roll-out of the Africa Renewable Energy Initiative 

(AREI) in order to reach the goal to deliver 10 gigawatts (GW) of new and additional renewable energy 

generation capacity by 2020 and to mobilize African potential to generate at least 300 GW by 2030. 

Globally, the renewable energy sector created 7.7 million jobs in 2015, an 18 per cent increase from 2014. 

AREI needs to provide sufficient support to enable African countries to take bold action to leapfrog to the 

smart, people-centered renewable energy and energy efficient systems as well as value chains in terms of 

new and emerging markets and job creation. Investments in renewable energy and a diversified energy 

mix could as well shield economies in the case of future pandemics and economic crises. 

 

(k) Developing Smart Cities and Green Urban Areas – as Africa is rapidly urbanizing, there is a need to 

develop African sustainable urban models. This should include green urbanization to support the transition 

of development from “high resource consumption, high environmental damage, and high carbon 

emissions” towards incorporating intangible resources such as knowledge, ecological services and culture 



 
DRAFT 

4 

 

 

in urban models. This should result in increases in transaction efficiencies, improved transportation and 

mobility, deepening internet access and e-commerce; decentralization of distributed renewable energy; and 

the emergence of new services. 

 

(l) Enhancing Information, Communication and Technology (ICT) - lessons learnt from COVID-19 

have revealed gaps in the ICT systems, bandwidth and data access which has implications for Africa’s 

transition to the fourth industrial revolution (4IR). This needs to be addressed, with additional 

investments for Africa to fully and effectively engage with rest of the world in the digital era. 

 

3. Enabling Conditions 

 

For the African Green Stimulus Programme to deliver impactful results at scale, new, additional, adequate and 

predictable financial resources from both public and private entities to the climate-related funds, in particular, the 

Adaptation Fund, the Global Environment Facility, and the Green Climate Fund, and African Solidarity Trust 

Fund will be required. Innovative financial modalities that include financial streams from African countries and 

from partners such as the Africa to Africa funding window are required, including enabling contributions from 

development partners such as bilateral and multilateral resource partners, as well as partnerships with the private 

sector and other capital providers. Scaled up implementation of continental initiatives such as the Great Green 

Wall, AAI, AREI, AAAI, and the Climate Commissions could also contribute significantly to the realization of 

the African Green Stimulus Programme. Ownership of the Programme must rest with governments and the local 

communities. This calls for regional integration and adequate participation of all stakeholders at all levels. 

 

Additionally, the availability of appropriate data and information to support the implementation of this Programme 

is key. High quality, reliable and high resolution data on key issues such as targeted priority areas will be required 

for the African Green Stimulus Programme to deliver impactful results. The implementation of the Global 

Framework for Climate Services (GFCS) will have tremendous value addition in the generation of climate data. 

The Green Stimulus Programme must not be seen in isolation. It needs to take cognizance of existing 

programmes and contribute to bring these initiatives to scale. Synergies and complementarities must be enhanced 

with similar programmes.   

 

Political will is key from African leaders and there is a need to ensure that the green recovery agenda is on top of 

Governments’ priority. This could be achieved by linking green recovery programmes to Government priorities 

such as enhancing green jobs; improving agriculture and food security; improving peoples’ health, the health of 

ecosystems, and the health of wild animals; reducing climate related conflicts; and minimizing future disasters. 

The inclusion of gender component is important to address the need of the most vulnerable groups in Africa. In 

addition, the involvement of Civil Society in this recovery programme is key to stimulate awareness to African 

Governments on the need to rebuild back better Africa’s economy and to campaign to international community 

for the need to end fossil fuel subsidies and strategize towards addressing stranded assets. 

 

Enhancing current and future engagement and coordination of the green recovery programmes are key and could 

be achieved through regular consultations among African Governments, African Regional Economic 

Commissions and with international partners. Meaningful consultations are important, especially the meaningful 

involvement of Youths in the recovery programmes to capitalize on their digital skills. Long-term vision is also 

important to stimulate momentum towards the implementation of climate actions to regaining Africa’s economy 

after this pandemic and enhancing resilience to future economic crises. 

 

4. Conclusions and recommendations 

 

It is recommended that the proposed new emerging focus areas be elaborated upon further in the full Green 

Stimulus Programme for Africa as a contribution towards Africa’s recovery from the devastating COVID-19 

pandemic. The development of this Green Stimulus Programme for Africa should be fast-tracked in order to 

contribute meaningfully towards the broader African post-COVID-19 response programme. This programme 

should not be seen as a new initiative, but rather a mechanism aimed at taking action for environmental 

sustainability and prosperity in Africa as called for in the Durban Declaration of the 17 th Ordinary Session of the 

African Ministerial Conference on the Environment (AMCEN). 


